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TOPOGRAPHY OF A BIRD. 


1. Fore-head (frons). 

2. Crown (vortex). 

3. Circum Ocular region. 

4. Lore — The portion in front 

of eye. 

5. Eye (oculus). 

6. Hind hoad (occiput). 

7. Nape (nucha), 

8. Hind neck (cervix). 

9. Side of neck. 

1 0. Interscapular region. 

11. Dorsum or back proper. 

12. Notcum, or upper part of 

body proper. 

13. Rump (uropygium). 

14. Upper tail coverts. 

1 5. Tail. 

16. Under tail coverts, (crissum) 

1 7. Tarsus. 

18. Abdomen. 

19. Hind toe (hallux). 

20. (tas tram m (belly part). 

21. Outer or 4th toe. 

21. Middle or third too. 

23. Side of body. 

24. Breast (pectus). 

25. Primaries. 

26. Secondaries. 

27. Tcrtiaries. 

25.1 

26. I- Remiges. 

27. 1 


28 Primary coverts. 

29 Alula winglet. 

30 Greater coverts. 

31 Median coverts. 

32 Lessor coverts. 

33 The throat. 

34 Jugulum or lower throat. 

35 Auriculars, tufts for the 

ear, (ear-coverts). 

36 Malar region portion under 

the eye. 

37 Gula or middle throat. 

38 Mentum, chin. 

39 Angle of eommisure, or 

corner of mouth. 

40 Ramus of under mandible. 

41 Side of under mandible. 

42 Conys (lower part of bill). 

43 Apex or tip of bill. 

M Tomia, or cutting edges of 
the bill. 

45. Culmen or ridge of upper 

mandible. 

46, Nostril. 

40. i. Lower mandible. 

<1. Scapulars. 

Rictal bristles or vibrissa?. 
h. Upper mandible, maxilla. 
a. Supercilium. 
e. Tibia. 

/. Check. 

1 5. Tail feathers (rectrices). 
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INTRODUCTION. 


T HIS hook was written at the request of friends desirous of 
obtaining an easier method of learning about birds mot with, 
chiefly, in Darjeeling, also, as an aid to getting acquainted with, 
some of the commoner species found in their haunts down in the 
plains, chiefly of Bengal. This however, seemed to be a secondary 
consideration, the chief desire was for the birds of Darjeeling, and the 
district, which were more frequently scon, when up, for a holiday, 
whon leisure was more at one’s disposal, in a morning’s walk, or a 
lengthened excursion into the district, or possibly into Sikkim. Most 
of the books on Indian birds offer but little help in learning about our 
feathered friends in their wild state. In this work, 1 have utilised my 
numerous notes, and diaries kept for many years. Most of the books on 
Ornithology, dealing with the species found in India, appear somewhat 
obscure, whilst, on the other hand, popular works convey but little 
information, I have been much struck, on several occasions on finding, 
a friend, to whom, I had lent a- more or less technical work on Orni- 
thology, skip over such important details, as the description of such 
and such a bird, or measurements, etc. : On being asked, I was told 
that it would be like <£ a needle in a hay stack,” to find a certain 
bird by the description given. Then, again, science hedges in each 
of its branches by a formidable array of scientific terms, perplexing 
phraseology and crowded up detail, that many a faithful student, and 
true lover of nature is driven from the field. One cannot help 
thinking, that, the tendency of the age, appears to be to mystify, so 
that any help to lead true seekers to these clear Olympian Springs 
ought to be thankfully received. The difficulties which besot us, 
at the outset are, that, with the smaller birds, wc get but a hurried 
glance, — may bo the bird just spotted, warbling sweetly a fow yards , 
away, as you approach, its song stops, and a fleeting figure is all that 
meets the gaze, or the little bird which skips about the branches 
with such rapid movements, that it is all the eye can do, to follow it 
from perch to perch ; as for trying to discover if the primaries or 
tail feathers aro graded or not, or the 4th and 5th quills are unequal, 
or the bill notched, the little toe long and syndactyle, arc out of 
the question. Those are doubtlessly all important points, which can 
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l)e verified at your leisure, when you get an opportunity of viewing 
a specimen close at hand. When endeavoring to make out a certain 
species, its more typical marks are to be observed ; the seasons of 
migration noted, and the different elevations to look for certain 
members of such and such a genus. The list at the end of each 
part will give greater facilities, in correctly placing the birds met 
with. I have carefully followed in this list, in every instance, the 
nomenclature adopted by the late Dr. .Jerdon, which catalogue I 
have adhered to for many years. A good deal of chopping and 
changing has been going on since then, details of which we need not 
enter into, nor need I refer you to the Zoological Record. Our main 
object is to get acquainted with the bird life in the district. How 
the introduction is brought about is after all a secondary considera- 
tion. I have invariably, with a few minor alterations, adhered to 
the colours of the “types” of the different species, variations to a 
lessor degroe occur, when considering the general run of birds in 
their wild state. I have endeavored in most instances when discrib- 
ing a bird, to have the specimens before me. 

On looking over the list you will find against each species “D” 
or “P” and so on. These symbols stand for where the birds aro 
likely to be found. “D” — found at one time or another in Darjeeling 
and the district from, say, 14,000 ft. elevation to the foot of the hills. 
Generally speaking the home of each bird is to be considered, the 
locality to which it retires, to build its vest, and brings up its fully 
fledged youngsters. “P,” stands for birds, found in the plains of 
India, not necessarily its home, and for places other than Darjeeling. 
“C. P,” to be more definite, up-country, and the Central Provinces. 
“W. H” for Western and Central parts of the Himalayas. The parti- 
cular significance of “snows,” stands for all high altitude birds, which 
build their nests in the Palneartic circle, 12,000 ft. and over, up to 
say Lake Shumpu, at the foot of the Glacior which comes off 
Kinchinginga. Jordon’s serial numbers will aid the student in ascer- 
taining whereabouts in the great uniformity of nature the species is 
a link, and other useful significance. Next to a few of tho 1 Water- 
birds” etc. will be “Thibet,” or “passing over” is meant to draw 
your attention to those species of Ducks, Teals, Snipe, Plovers, 
Pochards, the Merganser, and some of the Gulls, which pass over 
Darjeeling, and the district, over the snowy range, and settle 
down on the lakes of central Thibet to breed ; then return again, 
when the cold and snow storms, drive them down to warmer 
latitudes, on the plains of India. 

Male birds have been, in most instances, figured to the seeming 
neglect of the females. It is generally advisable to discover the 
cock-bird, owing to the well marked specimens presented to the eye, 
and the display of more of the typical habits, than are found in the 
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hens, which are as a rule, sombre in colour, owing to their special 
vocation in life. Once the male is observed, but little difficulty will 
be experienced in discovering it* pair. 

At one time I purposed to give keys to the various families, 
but on considering the matter, I deemed it unwise to cumber you with 

over much tecnichal details. 

* 

Colour of the plumage (markings), is not always an infallible 
guide to know the species. A fuller knowledge of the habits of 
birds is always useful, also their typical modes of flight, general 
bearing etc. — a fairly accurate aid, is the season, and locality birds 
are found. At 10,000 ft. elevation, you have a group of varied 
families etc., in Darjeeling another ; at 5000 ft. another, and so on. 
In May for instance, at one or other of the altitudes you expect to 
find certain birds, and know that others you won’t see. In winter 
some species of Rose finches etc. descend from the Singalillas to 
Darjeeling. After February nearly all of them have gone back, so 
that if you find a bird which you took to be a Roscfinch (female) in 
May, you may be certain that your eyes have deceived you. 

The reason for not figuring, in not a few instances, female birds, 
is that, it would mar the object o 1 the present work, which is to 
offer simple methods of identifications, by giving the more striking, 
distinctive marks and colours, as can bo seen at a passing glance at 
bird. Females present difficulties in colour, which arc not 
readily made out where allied species arc concerned, more so, as for 
instance, in lloney-suckers, there exists difference of tints of 
colour, when distinguishing the female of one species from another. 
When examining the hen bird, it is always useful to observe the 
strong family likeness, if I may be permitted to say so, to the cock 
which exists, apart from the colour, also in shape of bill and habits 
generally. 

The Avifauna of India can be divided into the following natural 
Orders : — 


(1) RAPTORES ... 

(2) INSESSORES ... 

(3) GEMITORES ... 

(4) RASORES 

(5) GRALLATORES 

(6) NATATORES ... 


Birds of Prey. 
Perching Birds. 
Pigeons. 

Game Birds. 
Wading Birds. 
Swimming Birds. 



(I)— RAPTORES (Birds of Prey) 

which comprise, the Vultures, Falcons, Kestrels, Sparrow-Hawks, 
Eagles, Buzzards, Harriers, Kites and Owls. These birds have strong 
and vigorous bills, legs and claws ; upper mandible hooked atid 
pointed, sharp in most of the families, generally with a festoon, or 
sinuations well adapted for tearing their, at times, tough prey ; naked 
membrane at base of the bill — the cere ; wings large and powerful, 
with strong resisting primaries, 10 in number usually, 12 strong tail 
feathers ; legs strong and muscular ; the tarsi bones are generally 
protected by large scutella or scales in front ; eyes situated laterally, 
are large, and the sight acute, aided by a delicate sense of hearing. 
These birds are separated into the following families ( 1 ) Vulturida', 
Vultures. (2) Fnlconida*, Eagles, etc. (3) Strigida*, owls. 

I. Family V ULTURID/E -(Vultures) 

Are a well-known family, so require, but little introduction. 
Three types are found in India - -(A) True Vultures, (B) Scavengers, 
(C) Bearded Vulture or Lammergeirs, having the neck covered with 
feathers, like eagles. 

Vultures have lougish bills, straight upper ridge or culmcn, tip 
curved and blunt, lacking the sharp tooth of the Falamii/w ; cere 
invariably large ; tarsus short and stout, protected by smallish scales, 
and feathered usually to the knee, toes long, middle toe lengthened ; 
hallux short ; claws strong, but blunt, as compared with the next 
family. 

Sub-family VULTURIN.E 

Have long bills thick and strong, depth of which is greater than 
the width, tip curved ; cere long ; head and upper neck, with soft 
feathery down ; wings long ; tail short. These birds arc of large 
size some over 4 feet in length. Their flight is graceful. They 
mount up to a great height where they spend, no small part of their 
leisure, gracefully performing on the wing great curves and circles in 
a com(«iratively slow easy manner, with but little effort. Wings have 
an up-turned appearance, a few of the primary quills showing out 
distinctly. 

(1) Vulture monagiius, Cheat Brown Culture, is not so plentiful 
as the other species. It is sometimes seen in the plains ,and occa- 
sionally in Darjeeling and the district. It has been willed, the Great 
Brown Vulturo of the Himalayas, and can be made out by its large 
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size and strong easy flight, together with the rich dark chocolate 
brown colour, above, a bit darker on the wings, tail and lower parts 
of the body ; reddish ash cere, base of the bill and unfeathered parts 
of the neck ; legs are dull yellow, which, seems to bo the prevailing 
colour of Jlapfores’ legs. Length of this species is about 48 inches ; 
expanse of out stretched wings about 9 feet. 

(:j) Gyps fulvus Large. Tawny Vulture, is common about Darjeel- 
ing. It seldom descends to the plains. (Jams (J yps, as a group, have 
longer bills than Vultur. Ruff feathers differ, being longer' below 
the neck, hoivever this is not readily distinguished from a distance. 
This bird is a little smaller than wonachus ; bill greenish. In general 
appearance it is tawny, as though tanned by the sun ; lighter in 
colour on lower brick and thighs ; dark brown on wing coverts, quills 
and tail. 

Suir-FAMILY NEOPIIRONIN^E, (Scavengers) 

These birds have long, slender bills, tip curved, abruptly hooked 
at the tip ; cere long ; tail wedge shaped ; toes syndactyle ; head and 
face unfeathered, neck ruff of feathers fairly prominent ; wings 
strong and pointed. 

(fi) Neophron 7 pkronopteih s, JVhife Scavenger Vulture. These 
are the Pharoah’s Chickens of ancient and modern times. This name 
refers, most probably to the strict game laws which protected, these 
useful birds, under a tropical sky. Doubtlessly they were favoured 
under some of those monarchs, and fared bountifully when Pharoah’s 
wrath was kindled. There are few places in India where these birds, 
do not otter their services to clean up unhealthy surroundings, usually 
in partnership with fJyps JJcngale.nsis and a few others of like tastes. 
The size of this bird is about 29". Colour is yellowish white ; black 
on the quills. Our Municipal wire ropeway leads for refuse tubs, shoot 
their contents, about, 2 miles down the hill-side. When this mode of 
conveyance was new to Darjeeling, some twenty or thirty Vultures 
could be seen in a long line on the ropeway, taking a free ride. When 
they arrived at the terminus below, they hopped nimbly on to the up 
ropeway, each in its turn, and took a ride up. The reason for this 
apparent diversion, was not far to seek. These Vultures usually 
took a sly peep into the buckets on their downward journey, to see 
if they contained anything in the shape ofc digestible morsels. This 
however did not always seem to be their chief motive, for ere long, 
they had grown to like uncommonly well the novel mode of locomo- 
tion. Every 100 yards or so, on their journey the Vultures encoun- 
tred the travelling pulleys, on which the buckets worked. It was 
amusing to watch the bird which was leading, look demurely at the 
approaching danger to their toes and claws, and a possible start to 
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the whole nervous system. Whilst keeping an eye on the wheels, 
when the impediment was nearing, it set up a hoarse kok, lcoh , kok 
like noise, as a warning to its friends, then nimbly hopped over the 
wheel, which each did in turn, and settled comfortably down till the 
next break on the line arrived. The intelligence displayed by these 
birds was remarkable. One usually looks on Vultures as belonging 
to a low grade type of birds. 

(7) GvPAkrrs barbatus, Bearded Vulture. This fine looking bird 
is found on the Himalayas, generally at high altitudes. It is often 
seen sailing high up in the air above Darjeeling. Its peculiar shaped 
tail, and large size, makes it readily distinguished when amongst 
eagles and Vultures. 

In the Hill stations on the Western Himalayas, the Lammergeier 
is commonly called “ Golden Eagle,” a compliment doubtlessly it must 
apj)rociato. A closer examination will find that it has a lengthened 
compressed bill, strong and well curved at the tip ; narial bristles 
dense and rigid, long below the lower mandibles, which gives the 
bird a bearded appoarance ; tail long (wedge) shaped differently 
from the foregoing vultures. Sizo of this Lammergeier is 46" ; 
wing expanse about 9 feet. Color of the plumage, also helps to 
distinguish it from birds of the same family ; lower parts of the 
body are dull orange ; greater coverts, wings and tail, ashy black ; 
head whitish, with dark streaks ; back black. The Lammergeier is sup- 
posed to carry away lambs, when disposed to do so ; but T can’t quite 
understand how this is done, as its toes are straight and claws, 
though strong, are only moderately curved. This bird does not 
possess the strong grip of eagles, so that, how it carries a burden- 
some lamb, by aid of its stiffish toes is difficult to realise. I have 
seen the Lammergeier beyond Jongri “go for” wild sheep, which are 
to be found among these steeps rocky inclines. If at a favourable 
opportunity a sheep has strayed, or wandered up one of those 
treacherous hights, to a conspicuous place where footholds are un- 
certain ; the Bearded Vulture is generally on the look out, to plunge 
at it, from its coin of Vantage, and hurl the unfortunate and reckless 
climber down, to the solid rocks, nearly a thousand feet below, to 
feod on its mangled remains ; but these sheep are wary and not 
easily caught napping. 

When the dark forest rose before our view. 

Our hearts were thrilled as when we kneel in preyer, 

There, far aloft, the lonely tose-fir drew 
Its glorious height into the misty air. 

The chestnut’s wide and leafy branches threw 
Their, shadow on the winding pathway,, there 
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Foliage >vith flakes of verdant leafage grew 
The deodar, magnificent and fair. 

The hush of silence o’er the mountain fell, 

The only sounds, the breezes gentle sigh 
Stirring the topmost boughs, a distant bell 
Striking the hour from Teera, and the cry, 

Of lonely lammergeier, I know not why 

The memory of that day comes o’er me like a spell. 

M. F. M. 

The next family is the FcUconidce, which represents a variety of 
Birds of Prey. 

II. Family FALCONID^E 

These birds have short, compressed bills, the tip is long, curved 
and sharp, upper mandible toothed or festooned ; legs and feet 
strong, with sharp well curved claws ; the eyes are large, protected 
by projecting, horny eyebrows, giving these birds an extremely 
powerful out-look. Falconidw contain the remaining diurnal birds 
of prey ; Hawks, Eagles and Kites. They feed on birds, reptiles, 
fish, insocts and smaller mammals. When resting on a perch, their 
erect bearing is most marked, and seem to stand with shoulders 
thrown back, as it were. They seldom or ever alight on the ground, 
save, perhaps in their hunt after a reptile, or some other prey, but 
rarely to rest. When feeding they remove, the hair or leathers, and 
other indigestible portions, before eating their prey, nevertheless any 
portions left undigested arc emitted in the form of round pellets. 
These dryish looking pellets are often found on the ground, below 
big trees, where the birds habitually resort, after securing their prey. 
The cry of Falamhh r is a prolonged whistle, shrill and plaintive. 
Falcons are comparatively small in size measuring about 15" to 19". 
They have long pointed wings, which reach to the tip of the tail ; 
a dark cheek stripo is generally noticeable. The Banners and Bag- 
gers are found in this group; the darker Hobbies, and lighter 
coloured Merlins, and small sized, Kestrel. 

Sub-family : TRUE FABCONS 

These are interesting birds, more so perhaps, as they are readily 
trained to hunt, chiefly, game birds. This sport of the middle ages 
in Europe was largely indulged in, in India usually under royal 
patronage, when well trained falcons exhibited not a little strength, 
daring and skill. Now and then you come across this old time 
honored, * pastime, where these falcons are still used for this purpose, 
in secluded states ; but even here, one is pleased to note that this 



( 8 ) 


somewhat barbarous practice is on the decline. , I well remertiber a 
visit, to an old Rajpoot state, where Falconers <5f ancient lineage, 
talked sadly of’ the days, when notable warriors, came from far off 
lands, to witness the prowess of Shahin falcon, or Golden Eagle of 
the Mongolian principalities. Tho falcon’s bill is short, well curved 
and hooked, with a sharp tooth ; wings long, first quills notched 
on the inner web, second quill longest, and also usually notched ; 
legs short and muscular ; toes longish ; claws sharp, curved and 
retractile. 

(8) Falco PEREGRINES, Peregrine Falcon , is a well known bird 
owing to its prowess on the hunting field. It is found in most 
places in India. In former times it was usually trained to strike 
herons, egrets etc. which it does with its hallux or rather hind 
claw, when it has caught up to the bird, and got within range, or 
striking distance. In size peregrin ns is about 15a”. It has a distinct- 
ly marked cheek stripe ; wings long and pointed. When seen on a 
perch, close by, tho tips of the wings reach, to end of the tail ; legs 
and feet are yellow ; bill blue ; cere yellow ; colour of tho upper 
plumage is bluish grey ; wings black, spotted and barred with white, 
lower parts of the body white with longitudinal streaks. Tho 
general appearance of this falcon is dark in colour. Peregrinos are 
uncommon in Darjeeling. Generally when present, they hide away 
among the dense foliage. 

LANNERS 

(10) Falco Sackk, Faker Falcon. This bird is much rarer in 
these parts than tho last. It is larger in size, male being about 
18" in length, female abotit 21". Its tail is longer ; toes shorter 
than the Peregrine. From a distance you will find but little differ- 
ence in colour generally ; head is reddish-ash with black streaks ; 
upper parts are light brown ; below white with large oblong slate 
coloured spots. 

(14) Hypotrioroht's Slvercn, Italian Jlobhtj. This bird re- 
sides chiefly in the Himalayas and seldom visits the plains except 
in the cold weather. It is fairly small in size, being about 10^" 
long. The Hobby usually comes out to hunt, a little before dusk, 
occasionally it goes for small birds, preferably larks and finches, which 
are bolder on the wing, than birds which keep to the dense foliage ; 
also allured, no doubt by the dainty morsel these fat little birds 
offer. Hobby generally makes straight, like an arrow from tho bow, 
at a flock of mixed Larks and Finches— on the wing, usually seen at 
approach of the cold weather ; but the marvellous evolutions of 
these birds, in mid air, is beautiful to watch, as they follow the in- 
structions of their leaders, as it were, and sweep in great circles, 
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with clock-work precision to dodge the strokes of the Hobby, or one 
or other of the falcon family, nevertheless keeping together, no 
matter what the size of the flock may be, or how many young birds 
are amongst them, occasionally one-batch gets separated, which keep 
up the evolutions on a smaller scale, till the two groups manoevre 
close enough to rejoin. Hobby, more often than not, retires “blown” 
and {Minting from the chase, to recover strength and fresh energy for 
Another shot, or flies off in search of some sickly bird it might 
chance to meet, or unwary reptile. Hobbies have longish wings and 
tarsi, the latter with hexagonal scales protecting them ; legs and 
bill are not so strong, and the former so muscular, as the true 
Falcons. Their plumage is darker in colour. Indian Hobby (14) — a 
more appropriate name would ha\ c been Himalayan Hobby, is (male) 
lOa” long, wings very long, reaching beyond, tip of the tail ; feet 
large ; tail short and more square shape ; bill plumbeous ; cere, 
orbitar, skin, and legs, reddish yellow ; above, the colour is dark 
slaty blue ; sides of the head black ; under parts of the body 
rusty red. 

(13) Hypothiouchih SrnnrTKO, The Jr<My, is also seen in 
Darjeeling, more frequently in the cold weather and spring. It is 
a shade lugger than /SWvvhs-, male being about IO 4 inches in length 
and female 1 2 J inehos. It has occasionally been found building its 
nest at a high elevation, but usually passes over into Central Asia. 
Colour, above, is black with a slaty tinge ; under parts are white, 
breast and abdomen with dark brown streaks, under tail coverts 
ferruginous also the thighs ; tail slaty with dark bands ; the stripes 
on oither sido of the head, light chesnut : cheek stri'i>e black, cheeks 
black, cere and legs greenish yellow. 

(17) Tinnunoi'IA’s Alai ]> urn s, AW/W. This bird is more 
frequently seen in the plains in winter. It is occasionally met with 
in Darjeeling, when it is in hot pursuit after birds usually weaker on 
the wing. When it flies in among a number of birds of various size, 
there is generally a hurry scurry in which each bird makes for the 
nearest shelter. In the confusion which follows, the kestrel gets 
a bit distracted at the plethora of opportunities, and ends in secur- 
ing nothing. When it makes, from a coin of vantage on a tall tree, 
a well aimed plunge, it shoots down in an oblique line with the blind 
speed of a rocket, it seldom misses, unless the quarry has moved 
a foot or two as soon as the plunge is made, in which case it shoots 
past the object, which gives the bird, if it is a thrush, a chance of 
escape. The kestrel is often, trained to strike Ortolans and the like, 
occasionally quails. In Darjeeling I have seen them go full tilt after 
bigger birds than themselves. I was, one morning within the biggish 
wire enclosure of the fowl house, with the door wide open. Two 

2 
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birds passed within a foot of me, at the speed of a thunder bolt arid 
hit against the wire netting with a force which stunned both of them. 
The whole affair was sudden and perplexing. When I had secured 
both birds, none the worse for the encounter, I discovered to my 
astonishment, the foremost bird was the female Grey- winged Ouzel 
(if 361). When they hit the wire netting in quick succession the kestrel 
was about 6 ins. behind, which seemed so dead beat that it offered 
but slight resistance, both birds were fairly blown. The acquaintance 
thus roughly started, was soon forgotten ; kestrel and I became fast 
friends. It learnt to cat raw meat in preference to little birds ai.d 
small mammals. Female kestrel is 15 ins. in length. Colour reddish 
with dark lines on back and wing coverts, head and neck ; tail tipped 
white with dark bars ; stripe on side of the head not so prominent 
as the falcons ; plumage below chesnut or reddish yellow with brown 
spots. 

(20) HlERAX Eutolmos, JPhite-naped Pigmy Falcon, though 
peculiar to Sikkim and eastern side of the Himalayas, it is a diffi- 
cult bird to find in Darjeeling. This pretty little hawk is shy and 
faithless, solitary in its habits, and usually hides among thick foliago 
of trees. Its peculiar note of warning is sometimes heard proceed- 
ing from the thick, sheltering cryptomeria trees ; you seldom get 
a sight of the bird, except when it is in denser forests. If observed 
unawares, it is usually seen sitting motionless and quiet on its perch. 
Eutolmos is 6j ins. long, about as big as a good sized lark. Colour is 
black, glossed with green, above ; white s{>ots on the wing and tail ; 
breast white and lower parts ferruginous ; it has a broad white 
superciliary line of white, which is generally conspicuous ; bill, is 
blue and falcon-like, stout in size ; it has a short projecting double 
tooth. This species feeds much on insects, occasionally, on young 
or small birds, Flower-peckers, Honey-suckers and Willow Warblers. 
As their lurking places are generally discovered by the small birds or 
their larger custodians, the thrushes etc., they are usually driven off 
by the noise and racket these birds set up. Assisted by this com- 
motion, one is often aided in discovering this or one or other of the 
falcons or owlets. 


Sub-family ACCIPITRI1SLE (Hawks) 

These comprise, Goshawks and Sparrow-hawks, both well known 
birds. They have short, stout, curved bills, tooth blunt ; tarsi long ; 
toes and claws long, the latter curved and sharp ; wings short and 
rounded. When hunting for prey, Goshawks fly near the surface of 
the land ; skim silently over short, straggling bushes, and by the side 
of tall spreading trees. Their flight js somewhat more typical to 
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this group, a few strokes to gather imi*etus, then a sailing turn with 
outstretched wings. 

(22) Astur trivirgatus, Crested Goshawk^ can be classed as a 
Darjeeling bird, though it is difficult to find, more so, at this eleva- 
tion, owing to its habits of frequenting forests or their near vicinity. 
At times they appear near the outskirts of the station, ready to 
drop down from their perches on fowls, that have wandered away 
from jungle cover or other shelters where they resort. These 
Goshawks are generally seen hunting in pairs, so that it is with much 
difficulty, that a bird escapes the strokes of both these hawks, as 
they appear to play with much skill into each others hands (claws). 
I saw this frequently, when these hawks were hunting for marmots 
and pheasants. Female Goshawk is over 18 ins. in length ; legs and 
cere yellow ; irides bright yellow ; abovo, it is glossy dark brown ; 
wings and tail have four dark bands ; lower parts of tho body 
plumage is white, with pale yellowish spots ; yellowish brown bars 
011 the lower breast and below. 

(25) Accipiter Viro ATI’ s, Beam Sjxirrou'-hawk, is fairly common 
in Darjeeling in the cold weather, when it can occasionally be seen 
mixing with the larger liapfore* as they take their constitutional in 
mid air. It can usually be made out by its small size and longish 
tail. This sparrow-hawk is one of the well known short- winged 
hawks, it has been trained for hunting on account of its speed in 
striking, activity, and cleverness in the chase, especially when sent 
after partridges, quails and snipe. These jungle Sparrow-hawks, as 
thoy are called are more slender in form than tho previous groups, 
they have longer tails ; wings rounded ; bill very short and curved, 
compressed, with a formidable looking festoon on the margin of the 
upper maudiblo ; 4th and 5th quills the longost ; tarsi long, scuta not 
prominent ; toes long ; claws sharp and well curved ; irides bright 
yellow. 

I have a Besra Sparrow-hawk in front of me whilst I write ; but 
it is a difficult bird to figure in a general sort of way, without going 
into a few details ; upper plumage is dark olive brown ; head and 
neck blackish ; dark about the face ; tail grey with about 4 to 6 dark 
bands ; beneath, the plumage is white, with reddish brown bands. 
Young birds have broad oval yellowish brown patches on the breast 
and below. In size male is 11 ins. and female 14 ins. The latter has 
vertical dashes and roundish streaks of colour on the breast. 

Sub-pamily AQUILINiE (Eagle*) 

This well known family of Jiaptore*, might be called the typical 
group of Birds of Prey. These birds are of large size and stout 
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build, with strong bills, and well curved claws. Nevertheless they 
appear to lack the courage and daring of falcons and hawks, as 
though unconscious of their powers ; or it may be a knowledge of 
their strength and prowess, makes them unwilling to display them 
at every “hand's turn”, unless, pushed to it. These birds are divided 
into : — True Eagles, Kite Eagles, Hawk Eagles, Serpent and Fishing 
Eagles. To a certain extent their courage and daring decline as 
we proceed down the line of sub-families, and species to some 
extent ; but you can’t adhere too closely to this rough and ready 
phase of eagle qualifications. From experience of these birds in 
their natural state Limnaetus Cristatellus (35) crested Hawk-eagle 
is considerably more daring and powerful than Xeopux Mtdaiensus '32) 
Black Kite Eagle, so that i>riority in rank of precedence in aquiline 
characteristics would fall to Crista tell us. To a lesser degree however 
there exists a fair substratum of truth in the lineal descent presen- 
ted in the list. 

(i) TRUE EAGLES 

(hums * Iqnila , have long powerful wings, 4th and 5th quills the 
longost ; fierce and formidable looking birds : bill longish, strong, 
fairly straight, arched and hooked towards the tip, margin sinuated ; 
tail longish ; tarsus strong, moderately long and feathered ; toes 
protected hy scales : claws strong ; hind tee and claw powerful ; 
head like all the Raptoros typically large ; irides dark. These are 
birds of large size and dark plumage. Imperial Eagle is found in the 
district. It appears to frequent in preference, the outskirts, near 
well wooded parts of the country. Golden Eagle is not met with 
here. It is more plentiful on western side of the Himalayas ; but 
its home appears to be Central Asia, where it is held in high esteem 
by the Kirghiz and other tribes. This magnificent bird has an 
expanse of wings of over 8 ft. I have seen some having a much 
bigger sweop of wings. 

(26) Aqi’iLA CHRYSAkros, Golden Eagle, is doubtless the mo- 
narch of this family. It presents a type of bird that would be a 
credit (b to any country for strength and magnificence. Colour of 
the plumage is rich dark, umber brown with glossed orange brown 
markings about the head, nape, shoulders and fore part of the thigh 
coverts which give the bird a golden appearance, when reflected by 
the rays of the sun ; irides orange brown ; in size it is about 40 ins. 
Chrysaeto* frequents rugged, fairly bleak, mountain sides, it is trained 
to hunt deer and wolves. 

(27) Aquila Imperialin, Imperial Eagle, is inferior to chrysaeto w. 
It is more frequently soon at a lower elevation, and is fairly plentiful 
in the Torai in the cold woather. It foods chiefly on game-birds, 
pheasants, florikaus and smaller sized mammals when procurable. 
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It is often observed perching on the land, on rocks and prominent 
places, where it gets a good sweep of the country around, for likely 
prey to feed on. In size, male is 30 in. and female about 35 |p. 
wing-expanse of the latter about 7 J feet. This eagle is dark glossy 
brown in colour ; quills black ; tail grey with black bars, broadest 
at the tip ; head and upper parts of the neck orange buff. 

(29) Aquila fulvescens, Tmmy Eagle . These eagles are ocr 
casionally met with, but they are usually found more plentiful on 
higher altitudes in the district or in Sikkim. In the plains it is 
commonly known as “ Uqu&b,” where it is met with below the 
sub-Himalayan tracts chiefly in winter. In Darjeeling and the dis- 
trict it prefers to get behind thick leafy trees, to be on the look out 
for a chance plunge at game-birds, and the homely domesticated 
fowls. At early dawn they are particularly active, after getting a 
good feed and perhaps a forty winks, they go off for a constitutional, 
sailing amongst the kites and vultures high up in the sky, where 
they may be seen circling with ease and grace ; size of the female is 
about ins. wing extent about 5 ft. ; colour of the plumage, as the 
iiame implios is tawny brown ; blackish about the head ; hackles of 
the neck tipped pale brown ; wings breast and under plumage 
greyish black ; tawny speckles on the breast, wings etc. ; two light 
coloured wing bars and the same on lower part of the tail. The cry 
of fit! reseats is wild, eagle-like scream. 

(ii) KITE EAGLES 

(32) Neopi'k Malay ensls, Black Eagle , as compared with the 
last group ; this bird has a smaller bill, not so strong, rounded and 
hooked at tho tip ; festoon on the upper mandible is less prominent ; 
core largo ; wings very long ; toos short and claws small. In form 
generally not so robust as .. IquUae . This eagle is seldom met with 
in Darjeeling. It is more frequently seen at Tongloo, silently per- 
ched, in the evening on a dry stump of a tree, or at other times 
circling in tho air, where it gracefully sails and soars abovo or more 
frequently is viewed in tho gorge below you. By day, it seldom 
rests and seems never to tire on the wing. It has a bad habit of 
going for sickly and young birds generally. It seems to have no 
desire to get blown by a hot pursuit after birds strong on the wing 
or to risk an encounter when the odds are uncertain. Female 
ntahiyensis is 30^ ins. in length ; malo 27 £ ins. The general appearance 
in colour, is brownish black ; quills faintly barred with grey ; tail 
and its upper coverts barred white, below pale. 

(iii) HAWK-EAGLES 

We shall pass on, now, to the more daring Hawk-Eagles. These 
are fine large birds with muscular legs, powerful feet and claws and 
a good strong serviceable tearing bill. 
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f35) LiMNAifiTUS CHiSTATELi's, Crested Jf(tu'l-E(U/h\ would perhaps 
he the best species of this interesting group to hotter our acquain- 
tance with, for various excellent reasons, chiefly as those birds are 
more frequently seen in Darjeeling than Nuartus lUmelli (35) crest- 
less Hawk-eagle or the next two Nipaletm* and Rufous bellied 
species, which are rare in the district. CrUtatcllws represents a good 
group of fine eagles with short roundish wings ; bill is prominently 
festooned ; head (in this case) with a fine crest, which flutters in 
the breeze, giving the bird a daring, chief-like appearance. In 
Darjeeling this prominent crest helps, one, not a little to distin- 
guish this species, together with the fulvescent or yellowish brown 
colour associated with this bird ; upper plumage is glossy brown ; 
back and tertiary feathers black ; the distinctly banded wings and 
tail feathers cannot be mistaken when observed usually in the aet 
of settling on a tree, more so the fine tail opened .out like a fan, 
together with these markings, the dark streaks and mottling of 
white and brown are to be observed. I have a well marked Crista- 
tellus before me, at the present moment. You must remember that 
allowances have to be made for variations of shades of colour etc. 
according to age of the bird, and season of the year. This eagle is 
about 25 ins. in length, female 29 ins. ; irides, cere and feet yellow ; 
head and neck are dull yellowish brown, with dark streaks ; breast is 
white and streaked. This species used to build on Birch hill, on the 
oldest, tall trees, it has forsaken this locality, and builds on large 
inaccessable trees, in Ghoom forest, usually, on the lower outskirts 
where I observed a nest two years ago. This nest was quite secure 
from intruders, as it would take the boldest climber all his time, 
daring and skill, to get to ten yards of the nest, should he be lucky 
enough to escape the bold dashes of the birds at him, which they 
do in a fierce unrelenting manner. This I observed, when several 
attempts were made to reach the nest, to secure a young partially 
fledged bird. These eagles are particularly destructive to poultry 
and can with ease carry off a full sized rooster, in spite of its 
formidable spurs. 

(iv) SERPENT EAGLES 

have the tarsi bare (unfeathered). These eagles are seldom seen 
in the district near Darjeeling and the same could be said of the 
fishing eagles, though most of them can be met with about our big 
rivers, Runjeet and Teesta. The former, have well hooked, short, 
curved bills, compressed sides ; wings, tail and tarsus long ; feet 
and claws short. These eagles are frequently met with in the plains, 
usually beside forests and jungle lands. The latter, the fishing 
eagles, differ from the former by their longer wings, which reach 
beyond the tail, also their outer toes are versatile and long ; soles 
of the feet have sharp scales. These we might say are the most 
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prominent difference between these two groups. They differ a good 
deal in habits and in other minor respects. 

Both sorpent and sea eagles can be considered, more birds of the 
plains. However the Osprey has strong claims to the Himalayas. 

(v) SEA-EAGLES or FISHING EAGLES 

(40) Pandion HaliaiJtvs, Osprey , is 26 ins. in length (female), 
male 23j* ins. ; aboWe, the plumage is brown ; quills dark ; tail pale in 
colour with dark bars, a little white showing occasioi ally ; head and 
nape white, dark brown stripes on the crown ; dark stripe on either 
side of the face, from the eyes over the ear coverts ,* under parts of 
the body white ; breast spotted ; irides bright yellow ; legs and feet 
with a bluish tinge. 

I know not why this Osprey (Pandion) reminds me of the old 
legend of Loch-en-eilan (Scotland) — predicting the forsaking of these 
eagles, of their time honored nesting places on the pines about the 
old ruined castle of Rothiemurchus. Then returning once more to 
build as of yore, when a certain curse had been (being removed) 
fulfilled : — 

When the eagles leave their nests 
On castled Rothiemurchus’ breast, 

When five times thirty years have run 
Since Danald’s deed of shame was done ; 

Then sing aloud the roundelay 
“ Fide et Fortitudine ” etc. 


Sub-family BUTEONINiE, ( Buzzards, Harriers and Kites ) 

Show us that we are approaching a decided decline in Aquiline 
qualifications, both in build and daring. The bill of those birds is 
weak and small ; tarsus long ; feet and hind toe short and only used 
for gripping. The hind toe and claw, which we observed in the 
hawks and true eagles to be strong and powerful and chiefly used in 
dealing a “ strike out ” blow at their prey. Taking these natural 
defects into account, it is not surprising that these eagles are less 
daring and rapacious than the foregoing members of this Natural 
Order. These birds generally perch on low branches, usually they 
' are on the look out for small mammals, lizards and frogs, or at a 
push they don’t turn up their noses at carrion, or the labours of 
their more successful brethern. 

Harriers, are distinguished from the former eagles by their large 
bristles, cere, and the lower part of the face having a ruff of small 
feathers, a sort of disc, which is met with in the owls ; the fail is 
long. These birds are further like the owls jn having soft downy 
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plumage, which makes their movements silent, and flight noiseless. 
They are usually seen hunting near the ground ; skimming over 
the surface of the land. 


Sub-family MILVIN^E (Kite.*) 

These birds are so well known, that it seems hardly necessary to 
offer any remarks. Typically they have the hill small, weak and 
much hooked ; tail in some of the commoner species is forked, which 
helps, somewhat to distinguish them from most of the eagles, also 
the appearance of their long, more curved wings when flying. Where- 
as the true eagles, having long tertiaries and coverts give them a 
much heavier and more powerful sweep of their pinions, and further 
the Kites are smaller in size. Ho that whether resting or flying they 
are readily distinguished from most lards belonging to the previous 
groups. 

(55) Haliastur Indus, Maroon-J/acM Kite, is well known to all 
in India. It is generally found in Bengal near the sea, or rivers 
feeding on small fish and aquatic insects. This bird is commonly 
known as the Brahminy Kite, as it is considered sacred to Vishnu 
consequently enjoys unmolested freedom in the plains, where it, 
occasionally, gets food thrown to it by pious Hindus and Mahom- 
edans alike, the latter, owing to certain good fortune it brings on 
auspicious occasions. This species is 21 ins. long : plumage is rich 
chesnut ; quills black ; head, neck and lower part of the body 
white. 

(56) Milvuk Govinda, Common Pariah Kite, is a well known 
scavenger in India, so requires no introduction, for it must have 
long ere this introduced itself whore there is anything in the shape 
of food, going a begging or meant for some one else. 


III. Family STRIGIILE ( Girls) 

This brings us to the last of the three main divisions, the 1 lap- 
lore* have been divided into. Owls form a distinct and well marked 
group of soft plumage birds, having large heads, with eyes and face 
surrounded by a disc or ruff of close set feathers ; feet feathered ; 
toes reversible ; body closely feathered. These are the nocturnal 
Birds of Prey, some few the A them-, etc : show a marked apprecia- 
tion for the day, nevertheless all are more or less nocturnal in 
their habits. Their soft plumage gives them a silent flight when on 
the wing. 

They are divided into the following sub-families : — 
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Site-family STRIGIN7E (Screech Owls) 

Those are the common and well known owls. They have a 
complete facial disk ; wings long ; tail short ; bill longish with the 
tip curved ; tarsus long. 

(60) Strix Javonica, Italian Screech Oirl. Better known as 
Indian Barn Owl. The bad reputation this bird labours under, in 
the plains, as a conveyor of evil tidings, especially when the screech 
is heard, does not seem to effect its own peace of mind, for it never- 
theless appears to bo happy and contented. In Bengal it goes under 
the name of “ Buri churi ” the bad bird, in other places, “ death 
bird,” messenger of death, and so on, names displaying the ignorance 
superstition and perversity of the human side of nature. 

*’62) Phodilits BAmus, is raro and generally found in the warm 
valleys in Sikkim. 

None of this sub-family are found in or near Darjeeling. 


Site-family SYRNTINVE ( Hooting Owls) 

These birds usually have well marked plumago and frequent 
woods and forests, from whence they keep up a hooting call of two 
notes. The head of this bird is smaller than the former group and 
facial disk incomplete ; wings rounder! ; tarsus short and strong ; 
tail longish. 

(66) Rvrniitm NlVlOOLlTM, Himalayan. tHtml-Oui . The body 
of this bird is robust and plumage prettily marked. This species is 
difficult to find owing to its fairly restricted nocturnal habits, also 
its propensity for remaining hidden away in big trees with dense 
foliage, and, usually, in well wooded parts of the district generally 
over 7000 ft., Niricohun is 17 ins. in length ; plumage mottled above, 
with reddish brown and white ; wing coverts spotted with white, 
brown and white bauds on the quills ; tail brown with light bands ; 
lower parts of the body aro prettily marked with bars of brown and 
white. 


, SlTB-FAMTLY ASJONINgE 

. .j , These owls have oar like feathers on each sido of the forehead, 
^iiually called aigrettes ; wings long ; head largo ; a fairly complete 
facial disk of feathers ; bill short and curved. 

(68) ;Otus Brachyotus, Short-eared Owl. These birds visit us 
chiefly injthe cold weather, so that when found in the more wood or l 
districts 'below Darjeeling, they are usually, on their migratory 

3 
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journey to the plains, taking in easy stages down the hills, as the 
cold increases and chances of food lessen. 

These owls are not averse to the light of day, when they can fly 
with considerable ease and are fairly swift on the wing. Although 
I have this species before mo, which was procured in the Torai, 
nevertheless, it is a difficult bird to figure, in a general sort of way. 
Less prominent, perhaps, are the two aigrettos on cithor side of the 
head. BmehyuUix is 15 inches in length ; tips of the wings exceed 
the tail ; plumage, abovo, is brown, pale tawny, the feathers with 
pale margins ; quills darker with brown bars ; bars also, on the tail 
which is yellowish grey ; disk pale fulvous with black streaks and 
buff mottled with yellowish brown, underparts are dull yellowish 
brown with narrow stripes ; tarsus and part of the toes plumed ; 
iridos yellow. Owls, being birds with nocturnal habits, offer but 
few opportunities for close observations, most of the species are 
difficult to find, as they hide away during the day time, and not a 
few frequent dense forests. Consequently they are a family, few 
care to push their enquiries, into, the habits and characteristics of 
the different species found in the district ; nevertheless they presont 
two or three interesting types of birds, so that a closer acquaintance 
with the Forest-eagle Owl, or Tawny Fish Owl, or one of the Owlets, 
Cuculoides or Brodian, will quite repay, an introduction. 

(71) Huhua Nipalensis, Forest Eayle-Owl. This fine Eagle Owl 
is often heard during the night ; in the dense forests at Tongloo and 
Sandakphu ; not infrequently in Darjeeling in the rains, or cold 
weather. Its deep hoo , hoo, sounds weird and melancholy in the 
silence of night', repeated at intervals, brings back to memory days 
of toil and dangers in the dense forests, where tho big black bear 
(Jrsus Torquato. s ml Tibetan us, and panther prowl close at band, and 
now in the darkness of night these marauders are left to their own 
sweet wills. In appearance this owl is eagle-like ; colour of tho 
plumage is dark brown ; feathers barred and with edge tawny ; 
yellowish on the back ; quills brown and having whitish bars ; tail 
pretty well the same colour ; undorparts of tho body brownish 
white, spotted and barred with brown, more prominent where they 
coalesce into a pectoral gorget. In general apporance tho bird is 
barred and spotted. In length nipalensis is 23 inches ; bill yellowish ; 
irides brown ; bill is strong, longisli, straight and hooked like the 
eagles ; upper mandible festooned ; tho facial disk imperfect ; wings 
long, 4th and 5th quills the longest, most of the primaries cmarginate 
on the lower web, tail moderate ; tarsus short, strong and well fea- 
thered ; toos short, strong and scaled ; claws large and acute. 

(73) Ketupa flavipes. Tawny Fish-Owl. This fine large owl, 
belong to the genus Ketupa, is about 24 inches in length, bill is 
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large and strong ; largo car-tufts ; wings short ; irides yellow. 
These birds live as a rule in well woo* led districts and can occa- 
sionally be seen cither hunting for fish or seated quietly on the rocks, 
at a good height above the river. I remember, seeing this big Fishing 
Owl on more than one occasion perched, above a big land slip 
depression, in Sikkim, at midday, after its morning’s feed of fish. It 
was a fine, heavy looking bird, from the distance it was viewed, it 
scarcely looked like an Owl, more eagle-like in appearance, and 
probably would have been mistaken for one of the eagles, had, one, 
not had previous acquaintance with this bird and its habits. It 
sits erect, in a perpendicular position, the white on the underparts 
showing out distinctly, giving it a somewhat weird appearance, as 
it looks grimly down at you from the height above, more so in tho 
dusk of evening. Colour of the plumage is dark brown with large 
spots and bars ; quills brown with rich tawny hands, the same on 
the tail. In general appearance jV tripe v, above is a rich tawny 
colour. 


Si; i:-F a m i t y SIT It N 1 1 Nx K 

These arc the owlets, usually of small size. Birds belonging to 
this group wore beloved by the goddess Minerva, for reasons best 
known to her ladyship. We may venture to suggest, that, it must 
have been on account of the uncommonly wise look these birds 
have, on all occasions they are spotted. They generally bide among 
the foliage of trees during the day, though they are quite at homo in 
the day light and appear to experience no discomfort. The facial 
disc is not so prominent in these birds ; bill is short and hooked ; 
irides yellow ; tarsus moderate, and feathered to the claws. 

(79) Athunk Croi'LoinKS, Lmje ha art/ -owlet.. You are likely 
of having ample opportunities of making the acquaintance of this 
large Owlet in Darjeeling and tho district. It usually hides itself 
during the day amongst the foliage of cryptomoria trees, chiefly on 
account of the aversion small birds have of its presence. ( ’ucufoitiett 
is oftener heard than seen, its plaintive coo-Ioo-too-lo can he heard 
a good distance away. As evening sets in, its more owl-like notes 
eome in something like terminations of irritability, or warning to 
small birds, that it is about to hunt for a meal. These terminating 
calls remind us not a little of the screech-owl. In spring, long be- 
fore tho dawn, its ceaseless serenading can be heard, not at all an 
unpleasant sound. Then pole.ocephalus (small cuckoo) takes up 
the tune to its own sotting a sort of viek-rick-rick-rick, followed 
after an interval hy Nibia’s shrill and sweet fee-arce-oree-oree-aree ; 
a few other early risers join in later on ; as tho dawn breaks 
Yuhinas, Green-backed Tits, Willow-Warblers, Hill-Tits and Minlas 
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are all whistling or calling merrily out to each other. Thus it seems 
as though Bird-land heralds in a bright spring morning. 

During the day should the smaller birds discover Barred Owlet’s 
whereabouts, they .all go for it with a zest and earnestness worthy 
of a good cause, and torment it hy the discord they set up, till it 
flies to another tree, where they all follow in hot haste, led to the 
attack by a few lusty Si bias, and this goes on till, it has fairly given 
them the slip. TAke most of the Athene, madoules leads a solitary 
existence, a sort of retirement to some specially secluded locality, 
to which it tenaciously adheres. A male of this owlet has taken up 
its quarters, in the old olive tree at the head of a road leading to 
the house. In spring he seems to feel the want of company ; his 
unceasing con-1 oo-loo-b sounds, are more frequently heard, in the cheer- 
ful spring morning not unlike an invitation. When all bird-land 
has either paired off, or shown greater devotion and concern for 
their partner’s wolfaro in life’s struggle. Long after, all the birds 
have settled down to the inoro strenuous business of nest construc- 
tion, picking up or discarding, with the nicety of qualified architects, 
the proper materials, of only the plants and mosses, as the case 
may be, their forefathers had used before them, Cuculoides, be- 
gins to exhibit more social instincts, he shared a nice tender vole, 
he had secured for breakfast with his, may be mate of not many 
summers, his mournful coo-loo-loo-fo has changed for a more master- 
ful Kaptorian call, as he busies himself setting his house in order, 
in the olive tree, which has a prominent compartment caused chiefly 
by decay, about 4 up the bole of the tree. This somewhat dank 
and musty chamber has served, as a safe retreat, when the storms 
raged ; the lightning flashed and heavens loud sounding artillery 
had sent every bird under shelters which, at best were precarious. 
This not a little repulsive looking hollow in the olive tree, has at 
this particular period got scoured and cleaned inside, and Mrs. 
Cuculoides lined the floor with soft chips of woody fibre ; a few 
dead leaves anti a feather or two. ( ‘nadoithis’s courtship has been 
short and philosophical, and now that his mate has entered on the 
more serious duties of life, he sits on tho bough, above, with an ugly 
pugnacious frown for all who approach too close to his abode ; no 
doubt he possesses a fair stock of bravery what though he hastely 
retreated within when Livnuptns crisfafellns, the bold daring Crested 
Hawk-eagle alighted just over head, and scanned the horizon ; but 
you must take into account the occasion, on which Lanins feph nmotus 
the Grey-backed Shrike, caught the rough end of his tongue or when 
Sibia lost a tail feather or two for pushing his enquiros too far. 

Barred Owlet is about 10 i inches in length ; iridos are golden 
yellow ; plumage, above, is dusky rufous, the feathers lxirrod horizon- 
tally with white anti dull reddish ; some white showing on tho 
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greater coverts ; breast white and spotted ; underparts of the body 
plumage arc rufoseent. The interesting member of this species I 
have, just, introduced you to, a fairly permanent resident on the 
olive tree. By way of a change, no doubt, he shifts his quarters 
now and then, to one or other of the cryptomerias near %t hand, or 
shady trees in the locality. 

(80) Glai’CFDIUM Buodlki, (bl lured Pujuty Owlet, though occa- 
sionally seen now and then in Darjeeling, prefers a lower elevation, 
about 5000 to 6000 ft. where this species is found more plentiful. 
This owlet is about half the size of cuculoides and lacks the conspicuous 
barred markings. In length it is 6 j inches ; hill greenish yellow ; 
i tides yellow ; wings short ; tarsus, toes and claws strong ; tail 
longish. This bird is the smallest of the family and differs a good 
deal from Jthem. It has a darkish, uniform fulvous collar, some- 
what showing on the upper part of the disk ; back, wings and tail 
tawny with streaks and spots ; plumage of the lower parts is brown 
with white and brownish yellow bars ; white on the breast and 
under tail coverts. This pretty owlet is very similar to the last 
figured species in habits. It has however a prominent distinction, 
in the peculiar and easy mode of securing its meal, when it gets 
peckish. It noiselessly slips in amongst a batch of small birds 
joyously frolicking among the branches, slowly adjusts its wings, 
shuffles its feathers, then looking down on them with hungry, malig- 
nant eyes, gives vent to a hmt. Moo, Moot. This brings all the 
small birds round it loudly protesting their indignatioii ; but it 
keeps on adjusting its position, first facing one directing, then turns 
slowly round, and faces the other, calling out impatiently hoot, to- 
too, Moot ! as much as to say “ look sharp, I am hungry, I’ll stand 
no nonsense ; no trifling with me ! ” Even its mandibles repeat the 
warning hoot, Moo, to-tofd quite audibly. As the din and noise 
of the littlo birds increase, at last as if it can stand it no longer, it 
shoots off the branch with a well aimed plunge, right in amongst 
thorn and secures the fatest it has marked out, for its meal. On the 
occasion I watched this little tragedy, I bowled Hmluvi over with 
shot from a small collector’s gun 1 had, it now adorns my little museum 
with the small Willow Warbler it had just started on still held by 
its claws. Some of the Lepcha shikaries imitate this peculiar 
call for snaring birds for the cage, chiefly Siskins and Bullfinches. 
With the Collared Pigmy Owlet we shall closo with Iluptores Birds 
of Prey and commence the next, the most interesting of Natural 
Orders among birds. 



(2)— 1NSESS0RES (Perching Birds). 

This order lays claim to far the biggest number of birds found 
anywhere, at least § or more, of our foatherod community. 

“ They comprise ” says the late Dr. Alf. Russel Wallace, the famous 
naturalist, “at once the most beautiful, and the most familiar of birds. 
The feathered inhabitants of our fields, gardens, hedgerows, and 
hausen belong to it They cheer us with their song, and delight us 
with their varied colours. Their nativity and elegant motions are 
constant source of pleasure to every lover of nature. They are the 
birds with which, from our infancy and boyhood, wo are most 
familiar ; and we therefore involuntarily derive from them that 
ideal, or typical form of animal life, with which we connect? the 
general term bird. Here too, the greatest variety of forms and 
habits is found, which are all connected together by such insensible 
gradations that to discover in every case their true affinities has ever 
been, and still remains, one of the most difficult, and at the same 
time most interesting problems the naturalist has to solve.” 

The I Murmurs, we might say, comprise all the birds not included 
in llnptores, (lendtores, Ha sores, (} rallitorcs and Nata tores i.e. Birds 
of Prey, Pigeons, Game-Birds, Wading and Swimming Birds. They 
have their feet on the same plane : bills, varied in form and shape ; 
wings usually with ten primaries, and tail of 10 feathers in most 
of the sub-families ; feet and legs suitable for perching, and some 
groups of birds equally well adapted for walking on the land and 
hopping about. Young of Jnsessores are born callow, and require to 
be fed, nourished and educated by their parents, T might add, for 
some time, before dispensing with the maternal care. This order 
possesses other important qualifications in habits and structure, 
which we need not dwell, at length on, at tho present stage of our 
enquiry. This vast Order has given much trouble to Ornithologists 
adducing various systems. The following, grouping together into tribes 
of the Insessores, will considerably facilitate the study of the natural 
system, also lessen your labours not a little. 

(1) Fissirostres — Bill having a largo wide gape ; feed on insects 

chiefly, on the wing— The swallows etc. 

(2) Ham sores — Bill varied. These birds have their toes in juiirs 

two in front and two behind ; suitable for climb- 
ing — woodpeckers, Barbets otc. 

(li) Temdrostres — Bill slender, tip pointed, often curved. Feed on juices 
of flowers, buds, pollen, soft fruit and insects. 
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(4) Denti toshes — Bill,' upper mandible thickest, notched near the 

tip and toothed. These birds feed chiefly on 
insects and fruit. 

(5) Conirostres — Bill, tip of which entire, generally toth mandibles 

hard and thick ; typically cone shaped. Feed on 
hard grains etc. 

Turning to the list we find that the Fisxitmfres commence the 
natural system, for reasons wc need hardly enter into. These are 
represented by the following families found in India : — 


TRIBE FISSIROSTRES. 


I. 

HIRUNDINID/E ... 

Swallows and Swifts. 

II. 

CAPRIMULGID/E ... 

. . . Goat-suckers. 

III. 

TROGONID/F 

Trogons. 

IV. 

MEROPIDvE 

Bee-eaters. 

V. 

CORACIAD/E 

Rollers. 

VI. 

HALCYONID/E 

... Kingfishers. 

VII. 

BU C EROTID/E 

Hornbills. 

VIII. 

ElXRYLAIMIDzE ... 

. . . Broadbills. 


I. Family HIRUND1NID/E ( Stmlhw . *• aw! Swift*) 

Associating theso two birds under one family, presents perhaps 
fewer difficulties when examining birds in their wild state than 
otherwise (as museum specimens), when we may have forseen a few 
apparent disabilities. Without comparing their disagreements we 
will merely examine the peculiarities, as these two sub-families pre- 
sent themselves. 


Sub-famtly HIRUND1NID/E, ( Swallow* awl Martins) 

These birds have short, triangular shaped bills, considerably de- 
pressed, tip pointed ; wings long and pointed ; tail usually forked. 
Soft plumage of these birds aid their silent and rapid movements 
on the wing, circling at every turn in their hunt after insects usually 
off the ground. Their flight is easy and graceful. Both swallows 
and martins construct their nests of mud, which they work up into 
pellets, in any patch of puddle, near by, so much the bettor, the nest- 
is generally built in the angle of a wall and roof ; an exi>osed place, 
at a fair height from the ground. A look at the list will show the 
number of swallows and martins which visit the station, at certain 
seasons of the year, for a longer or shorter stay. Some merely pass 
over on their migratory expeditions and remain a day or two at 
the outset to break journey and sample some of the forms of insect 
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life peculiar to the place. Others remain with us quite a long time, 
These birds are generally seen either resting on the electric light 
wires, or more frequently darting about the air ; circling round the 
broad jhoraa. water courses, with saucer like basins and banks 
protected frwn inclement weather where winged insects have passed 
the hibernating period of their existence, in chiefly the refuse, of the 
surrounding houses and busties not far off, which has been dumped 
down to the contamination of these beautifully crystal springs. 
Most of these fleeting, ever active, species of Hirmulivulep , you will 
seldom or ever get a chance of being familiar with. Their flight is 
rapid and the evolutions in the air, of all members of this group is 
marvollous and difficult to follow by the eye. It requires not a 
little patience to distinguish the typical markings of eacli genus, 
more so of the species with any assurance of certainty. 

Genu* I/imntlo, Bill largish, very broad at the base, triangular in 
shape, tip compressed ; tail, varied in the different species ; tarsus 
unfeathered ; feet moderate. Contain two groups : — I Jlintndo, 
where, colour, above, is fairly uniform. II. (Wrop'm head or rump or 
both (rufous) chesnut. 

(82) HlRUNDO RUSTICA, Common Swallow, however, ought not to 
give much trouble in distinguishing. Its longish forked tail will 
holp to identify it from other members of this family, together with 
the marks and colour. In length it is 7 a inches ; a large white spot 
or patch, on the tail is always perce ptable ; above, the plumage is 
glossy bluish black ; throat ferruginous ; breast band, black ; beneath 
with a brownish red tinge. It is sometimes called the English 
Chimney Swallow. In Darjeeling it frequents more open country 
and I doubt if it seeks a night’s lodging in theso undesirable house 
flues in this district. Ilmticn is migratory in its habits and visits 
the plains in the cold weathor. A few remain behind and breed in 
Darjeeling, but most of them go far north. 

(85) Hi HUN no Daurica, H-ed-Jlnmpctl Swallow, or Most pie Swal- 
low as it is sometimes called, presents to tho oye more distinctive 
markings. They are plentiful, greater part of the year in Darjee- 
ling, and build freely on more exposed corners of dwelling houses 
chiefly, generally under tho eaves ; just above a window at times, 
and are oftoner thpn not badly treated for this act of implicit trust 
and confidence in our good nature. One pair, for many years has 
found a comparatively safe corner at tho apex of tho west window of 
St. Columba’s Church in Darjeeling. Daurica is 7 a inches in length, 
colour, above, bluish black ; the ferruginous markings chiefly on tho 
rump, helps to distinguish this species, also ear-coverts and sides of 
the head which are ferruginous ; lower parts of the body plumage are 
brownish red with dark streaks ; part of under-tail coverts black. 
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Hivundo NipalcnxU , would be an appropriate name, for it seems more 
at home in these parts and Nepal, still more plentiful, than when off 
to the plains for a change of air. At times it is popularly called 
house martin, owing to its love or appreciation for human habita- 
tions and surroundings, even the busiest parts of Darjeeling does 
not seem to alarm it, for I have seen birds year by year build in the 
oxposed gables of the market, in such precarious places as would 
make a Mem lime mother shudder. These birds, Ihtnrica, are seen 
going about their business in a quiet matter-of-fact sort of way in 
spite of the noise and racket going on just below them, and it does 
crodit to both Nepaleese and Tibetians to hear, that, on occasions 
when a young one has fallen to the ground, to get in all probability 
trodden under foot, it has been gently replaced in the nest again. 
The remaining species of swallows are found chiefly in the plains. 

Martins, on the other hand have more somber plumage they are 
divided into sand and crag martins, with this latter group is found 
the better known, house martins, under the genus C/te/idon (urbica). 
Martins, have weak, depressed smallish bills ; broad at the base. 
In size these birds are smaller than swallows generally, excepting 
the small sized species of swallows which, however, do not \isit 
Darjeeling such as Hinnnlo filifera etc. Matins have longish 
wings, reaching beyond the tail ; tail is even ; tarsi arc a bit longer 
than Hinnnlo ; toes weaker ; claws longish. 

I. SAND MARTIN 

(88) Cotylk Sl'BSOOr.vr.t, husky Martin. This small martin is 
frequently met with, when flying in mixed groups of swallows and 
swifts in Darjeeling, usually during the rainy season, it prefers the 
vacinity of water courses and bigger d horns, to skim over the gorges. 
The locality known as Kagjhora is a favourite resort of these mar- 
tins, occasionally accompanied by some of the crag martins. Their 
flight is a bit laboured, when compared with the swallows .and 
swifts, which latter, shoot past them with lightning speed ; but the 
martins labour bravely on picking up on their aerial journey, what 
insects tho more masterly fliers have made snaps at and pei’chanco 
missed their aim, but having attained a velocity which they have no 
wish to slow down to attempt a second shot. Fop'this reason, may 
be, we find the little martins skim close to the ground along corners 
of the upper and less frequented roads, where thoy meet with a 
better chance of disturbing insects on the ground or half winged 
gnats missed by the swallows and swifts. I have often passed 
corners of a road, overlooking a jhora, when martins have been 
flying backwards and forwards skimming along about a foot off’ the 
ground, at times they look as if they are coming straight for one. 
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but pass, by a foot or two. The Dusky Martin is 4 inches in length ; 
greyish umber above; darker on the wings ; white on the under-tail 
coverts, belly and throat ; brownish band across tho breast. 

II. CRAG MARTINS 

These birds have a partiality for bidding on rocks and crags ; 
a jtatcli of white on the tail distinguishes them, on the wing, from 
the sand martins ; in other points they are much alike, though they 
differ in habits generally. 

(91) CotvLK RV PEST His, Mountain Cray Martin. This bird visits 
Darjeeling about close of the rainy season, when it is seen in num- 
bers in company with other species of Hirundinida\ llupestris is 
larger in size than Dusky Martin, being about 5 A inches in length ; 
ashy brown in colour above, darker on the quills and tail ; large 
white patch on the tail ; abdomen and lower body plumage rufous 
ashy ; bill black ; legs reddish brown. These birds are found more 
frequently foraging over rocky country and bare hill sides. 

GENUS CHELTDON, (House Martins) 

differ a little from the previous group. Their bills are shorter and 
thicker than the swallows ; tarsi and toes feathered ; tail slightly 
forked. 

(94) ClIKi.inoN Nipalensis, Little Himalayan Martin, is usually 
found in bigger numbers at a lower elevation, about 5,000 feet 
where it can be seen skimming over the low bush jungle, and gorges 
in the warmor valleys, in October and during winter. Thoso mar- 
tins have been seen building their nests in colonies, in the interior 
of Sikkim, at a fair elevation among tho rocks, in cave-like hollows. 
This species of chdidov is inches in length ; colour, glossy black 
above, beneath, with the throat and rump pure white. 


Sub-family CYPSELIN^E, (Swifts) are perhaps the swiftest 
birds on the wing we have. I have frequently seen them in North 
Sikkim, come in like rifle bullets, to their nests, in holes, on the 
bare rocks and precipitous hill sides, below the snow-lino. This 
you will notice to advantage at day break, then again late in the 
evening they come in thick and fast, reminding one of tho targets 
at a big riflo range, or large hives of bees. These swifts come in 
a southerly direction, so, one may safely judge that most of them 
have been on the wing a good part of the day in Darjeeling and 
about other human habitations, circling at lightning speed in 
their hunt for insects. They are rarely seen to rest in the station, 
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ns swallows and martins do, so that they must possess marvellous, 
untiring powers of flight. When they return to their nests they 
are noithor blown nor tired, but come in as fresh as ever. On 
several occasions I tried to time the speed or velocity they had 
gathered on these homeward flights. Judging from distances the 
eye can follow it must take them, but a few minutes to traverse 
the distance between Darjeeling and their nests, which took me 
nearly a week to get there. They appear to make a well calculated 
bee-line, occasionally they over shoot the mark by a foot or two, 
how each swift remembers the exact position of its nest is no easy 
matter to explain. Swifts differ much from swallows and martins, 
chief of these we might say is their feet, also in the construction of 
their nests, which are made either of pure glutine from the largo 
salivary glands or mixed with paper, pulp, rags etc : Their feet are 
composed of two phalanges and can be directed all the toes forward, an 
admirable aid to clinging to a perpendicular ledges or tiers of rocks ; 
their wings are strong and muscular ; the thorax bone reveals their 
superiority of flight over the swallows and martins. Bill is small 
and hooked ; wings very long and pointed ; tail short ; feet short ; 
hind toe reversible directed forward (when necessary.'. 

(95) Acantuyus Sylvatioa, IFhite-Hnnipeil Spine-fail, belongs 
to a typical group amongst the swifts. The tail feathers are rigid, 
ending with sharp noedle-liko spines. These birds are seldom seen in 
Darjeeling, they aro more frec[uently met with from 1000 to 5000ft. 
elevation. Tail is short and has a wedge-like appearance. Si/lratica 
is 4a inches long. It has the sombre look of the martins, Avith long 
pointed swift’s Avings ; above, the phunage is black Avith a glossy 
greenish tinge ; Avhite on the rump and upper tail coverts as the 
name implies ; breast and throat grey ; under parts of the body 
Avhite ; bill black. This small swift is usually found hunting over 
scrub jungle and patches of hill cultivation, generally close to running 
streams and springs of water. 

(OS' Cypsku’s Mklua, Alpine Swiff, represents the group known 
as the true sAvifts. Birds Avith long and poAverful wings, 1st and 
2nd quills the longest ; tail not infrequently emarginated ; tarsus 
feathered ; toes \ersatile. Alpine Swift is big in size, being about 
9 inches in length : wings very long, Avhich reach much beyond, tip of 
the tail, quite inches longer ; wings are 8l inches long ; tail forked 
colour above, is reddish brown, dark on the Avings ; purple gloss on 
tho back ; Avhite on (he underparts of the body ; irides broAvn ; legs 
and toes purplish in colour. Mclftn is not infrequently seen in Dar- 
jeeling. Its flight is strong and vigorous, and has a Avide range of 
over a hundred miles, for you will find them at most places in 
Sikkim and the district, after their day’s forage they retire to rest 
at certain localities miles away from their hunting grounds. In 
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winter they are more frequently seen, in whieli case they locate 
themselves usually in eaves at a lower elevation in Sikkim. In spring 
they retire to places nearer the snow line. 

(100) Cvt'SKLi s Affix is, I'omnmu Indian StriJL Though it is 
found in most parts of India, you are hardly likely to meet it in the 
district, as it keeps to the plains. Jffiui* breeds in oaves, cliffs and 
locks in big numbers on the Eastern (lhaut.s, in not a few instances; 
in places not far from the sea. Their flight is \ igorous, perhaps 
not so well sustained as the spine-tails and alpine swift or . I and Inj- 
lis- ( 'inn/ficiita (97). .Ijjini* is bA inches in length and wings 5 inches 
so that as far as length goes, swifts appear to be all wing, tip of 
which reaches considerably beyond the tail ; toes are reversible, 
backwards or forwards ; tarsus feathered more so in front ; toes 
and claws short, strong and serviceable; wings 1st and 2nd quills the 
longest : tail short. Colour above is brownish black with a greenish 
gloss : back darker ; head bVown : throat and rump white ; under- 
parts of the body brownish black. 

(101) Cypsklus LeiX'ONYX, ir/iile-c/atred Eiriff, is rare and only 
occasionally met with either in Darjeoling or the district ; usually 
in spring or autumn. In size it is bigger than ujjinis ; but similar 
in colour, excepting the glossy brown it has about the darker parts 
of the plumage, the feathers arc tipped light ; tail more forked. 
Leucvny.r is 6i inches in length ; feet small ; claws white. When 
observed it is near the forest. It- keeps much to low scrub jungle 
where it skims over in its hunts for insects, and the more wooded 
parts of the country. It is perhaps more frequently met with on 
the Singalillas and north Sikkim. 

(103) Collocalj A Njpifica, Indian Edible-iicd Stcifflef. Is an 
interesting species, more so owing to the typical construction, and 
edible nature of its nest, which is made of mucus from the salivary 
glands of these swiftlets, curiously interlaced. When fresh it has 
an opaque bluish white colour. Nests which are used the succeeding 
years, get mixed with feathers and other substances, as the birds 
patch, add and generally do up their abodes for the prospective fresh 
arrivals. These nests are usually constructed in deep roomy caves 
or enclosures among the rocks, nu1i.jir.tt build in colonies and crowd 
their nest together, on the sides, and roofs of these places. These 
swiftlets aro of small size about 5 inches in length ; mouse brown in 
colour tinged with green ; beneath, the under plumage is pale ; 
dark in colour on the top cf the head, wings and tail. Edible-nest 
Swiftlets have great powers of endurance judging from their long 
sustained flight. They travel with rapidity and appear to rest rarely 
exeex>t when they got safe home again. Like the bees no matter how 
far a field they have wandered they select the strdightost line home 
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and never seem to miss their mark. As you watch them returning 
in 1 Hitches at intervals, up till long after dark none seem to have, 
in their headlong flight, over shot the marker has to wander 
up and down this rugged part of the country in search of its 
particular cave. 


Family CAPRIMULGUbE (t font suckers) 

This well known and typical family, have many representatives 
in India ; their plumage is soft and mottled ; eyes large, general appear- 
ance not unlike the owls. The hill is hroad, depressed and weak, 
gape wide, hooked at the tip ; wings short and rounded ; tail long ; 
tarsi short and stout ; toes strong, and like the swifts, the outer 
toe in some of the species can he reversed though partially ; hill is 
curved ; gape wide ; rictal bristles strong and numerous ; wings long; 
tarsus short, protected by scutae. THese birds like the owls have 
nocturnal habits ; they are popularly known as night-jars, Fern-owls 
or night-hawks. 

(106) Otothrix IIodgsonii, Hod (/.sou's Vroy-mmth , is occasionally 
met in Darjeeling. It reminds us not a little of the owls, partly 
owing to its nocturnal habits ; soft plumage and silent flight ; also 
when close at hand, its dark richly mottlod colow. Otothrix is 
somewhat rare in Darjeeling and difficult to find, as it hides in the 
more thickly wooded parts during the day, and sallies forth in tho 
dusk of evening to hunt for insects, which it chiefly feeds on. I 
have occasionally met with this species on Birch Hill, also Silver 
Spring, and Ghoom forest and some of the more wooded pin ts close 
by. It sits silently, as you approach, in a squat position usually 
lengthwise on the branch of a shady tree having large lateral 
branches. In the dusk of evening it is not an easy bird to make 
out, unless you know its peculiarities, when disturbed it has a low 
silent flight. The usual position of Frogmouths is erect ; but 
when alarmed, or on being approached they stoop as though con- 
cealing thomselves, they remain parallel to tho branch they have 
boon seated on. In size this species is 10| inches in length ; colour 
of the plumage is dark, glossy, black, mingled with ferruginous, 
mottled and blotched with black and white ; tail ferruginous speck- 
led with black and light coloured bands ; beneath it is dull chesnut, 
the feathers tipped black. The specimen before me lias the bill 
small, hidden away among the feathers and bristles, the upper 
mandible not overlapping the lower, which seems to be the case of 
not a few of this family. 
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Si’jj-pa M f ly C'A I ’RLN I U I A JIN.. E 

The true Goat-suckers ha\e small, weak and ilexible hills ; wing 
Ions; tail Ions; lateral toes short, middle toe Ions; elaws, inner 
margin pectinate ; hind toe short, reversible in some species. 

(feints Ctiprimnlgns , bill, broad at the base, short, compressed and 
tip bent ; strong and numerous rietal bristles, -which aid them, to 
hold the insects, these birds arc on the hunt after. 

(107) Capimmi'UU’s iN'imrs, Indian Nightjar, is frequently met 
with at low elevations in the district and in Sikkim. This species 
is bigger than Frog-mouth, being about 12 inches in length. In the 
long summer evenings these night-jars are often heard, more so when 
near dense forests. Its song is refreshing and pleasant to the ear, 
a sort of tew- yo-yo, tew-yo, few- yo-yo. It is however one of those 
bird-land songs which are difficult to tiansposc. Indians is light 
ash in colour, with black streaks on the feathors ; quills dull chesnut 
with spots and bars. 

(112) CAPRJMULGUS Asiatics, Common Indian Night-jar , is well 
known and plentiful throughout the plains. It frequents scrubby 
jungle, groves and gardens. Its note is not unlike the croaking of 
frogs in a marsh, or a stone skidding over a frozen pond, a sort of 
tyook — tyook — tyook. 


Family TROGONID/E 

Wo have one representative of this beautiful group of birds, the 
pride of many a tropical forest. The bill is shortish, strong and 
curved from the base, a bit triangular ; gape wide ; longish bristles ; 
wings short ; tarsus short ; toes short ; tail typical, long and broad ; 
plumage soft ; neck short. 

(116) II Aiti’ACTKs Hodgson 1 , lled-he<tde<l Trogou, is found in the 
thickly wooded parts, between 4000 to 5000 feet elevation. It is l.‘l 
inches in length ; tail 7 1 inches ; plumage of the male is dark crimson 
and scarlet richly marked 021 the breast, head, neck and throat ; 
fenuginous-hrown on the hack, scapulars and upper-tail coverts ; a 
little black and white on the wings ; (pulls black with some white 
on the primaries ; tail chesnut, tipped black, a few of the outer 
feathors with white. The female lacks the deep crimson on the 
head, neck and breast. These few, more typical markings will help, 
to distinguish this handsome bird together with its prominently long 
tail, comi»osed of feathers grading in lengths. The bill is smalt blue; 
irides chesnut brown ; feet and legs pale lavender. These Trogons 
are seen to perfection in their silvan retreats, at about 2000 to 4000 
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feet elevation. T saw a number of them some time ago, busy in 
their chase for insects, which they catch not unlike the fly-catchers, 
on the wing or whilst, gaily flying from tree to tree and hunting 
among the shady foliage and thick branches feeding chiefly on Colrop- 
tera. Trogons are usually seen in parties of six and seven, they seem 
to prefer certain localities, for as often as 1 visit these places, the 
woods near Teesta liver, above the bridge, say a mile or so below 
Munjitar Bridge ; some of the warmer valleys in Sikkim ; or Beang 
forest, to the south and cast of us, one has not long to search 
before finding Trogons. It is a sight not easily forgotten, to fall in 
with a group of these beautiful birds, with their rosy peach coloured 
breasts, males with crimson heads and a rich display of colour, on 
your return to any of these places, you seem to see them as before, 
perhaps thoir numbers are a bit increased or deminished, as the case 
may be. Those birds are seen to advantage in spring. They build 
in hollows, in trees or decayed tree stumps. Their eggs, two in 
number are spherical in shape, yellowish brown tinged, an ivory 
colour. 

Family MEROPIDJE ( Bee-eaters) 

These birds are well known in India, more so in the plains, so 
that, a separate note seems hardly necessary. The bill is long, slen- 
der, curved a little throughout and sharp pointed ; wings long and 
pointed ; tail typically lengthened in most of the species ; tarsus 
short ; feet short, claws strong and curved. The prevailing colour 
of this group is leaf green with variations of chesnut, blue or 
yellow. 

(117) Mkrops Viridis, Common Indian Bee-eater. This small 
greon bird is seen in the plains, in spring and during the rains, more 
plentiful ; not infrequently sitting on telegraph wires from whore it 
sallies forth after bees, and other insects which they capture on the 
wing and usually return to the same perch, as do flycatchors. This 
particular habit or qualification has gained for it the popular name 
of fly-catcher. You must have marked its typically constructed, or 
form of tail, which has two long feathers, the Uropygials 3 of which 
taper to long .and thin, ribbon like feathers, somewhat rigid, which 
makes these birds distinguished without much difficulty, more so by 
its long slender bill. The true fly-catcher, which we shall take up 
later on, is quite a different bird belonging to the Mnsdcapuhe 
family of Dentirostral tribe. If it had not been for the wide gape of 
ineropitlfr, and other qualities, construction and habits, it might have 
found a place among Tenuirostres. Indian Bee-eater is found in most 
parts of India, but ascends to no great elevation in the district. It 
is about 7 -j inches in length from tip of the tail ordinary, ( 'ropyyiats 
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measure about 5 inches ; bill is black ; iridos ruby red : feet plum- 
beous ; plumage is bright leaf or rather grass-greeh, with golden 
gloss on the head and hind neck, nape a little morq gnilded in some 
of the specimens. ** Sides of the head with a .black streak from the. 
bill to above ear-coverts ; quills with a tinge of red'; throat Verdigris 
green ; it has a black collar above the breast ; under part's bright 
green ; undertail coverts and vacinity coorulian. In Darjeeling the 
two species which may occasionally be met with arc sEyyptim (120) 
and athertoni (122) ; but these even not often. 

(120) Merops ^Egyptiits,' Egyptian Bee-eater, is similar in shape 
and colour to riridis ; but a closer inspection will show a variety of 
differences. In size, bigger, being 12 inches in length. Colour generally, 
is more verdigris blue above, more so on the back and upper tail 
coverts ; it has a light yellow line and broadish band of blue over 
the eyes ; a similar line of black through the eyes to ear-coverts, 
which was observed to be black in r hid is, is more greenish blue ; 
throat chesnut ; lower parts of the body bluish-green. 

* t 

(122) Myctiornis Athertoni, Blue-necked Bee-eater, is much 
larger than either, being 14 inches in length. It is found in forests 
and thick bushy jungles, usually below 5,000 feet elevation, more 
frequently near, foot of the hills. Hearing in mind the general run 
of Bee-eaters, this species presents, but few difficulties in recognising 
it. The prevailing colour is bright vernal green (colour of new 
spring leaves) ; forehead blue ; neck hackles, are long, blue ; 
beneath traces of buff ; a good ileal of buff about the plumage of 
the bird, more noticeable when it is flying ; legs have a greenish 
tinge ; irides yellow. The following lines from Hodgson, most 
aptly reveals characteristics of this species. “ They arc of dull, staid 
manner. In the Tlajah’s (Nepal) shooting oxcurtions, they arc fre- 
quently taken alive by the clamorous multitude of sportsmen, some 
two or more of whom single out a bird, and presently make him 
captive, disconcerted as ho is by the noise,” and Captain Boys says 
“ This beautiful bird has a peculiarly wild note and is very difficult 
to approach.” It has dense soft plumage, long stiff hackles on the 
breast ; wings shorter and more rounded than the merops ; bill is 
long, curved, strong and compressed. 


Family COTtACIAI)^ (Rollers) 

are well known birds in India, perhaps better known than even Bee- 
eaters. They are birds of large size, from a distance, not unlike 
Jays in appearance, consequently the popular name Blue Jay, given 
to them by Europeans in India, which name for some reason or other 



( 33 ) 


has stuck to them. The anatomy (structure) of the Coraciadce, their 
habits, food and nidification show them to be a distinct group. 
Rollers lay white, eggs, whereas Jay and Corvidae lay coloured eggs 
•with brownish stripes and patches. Like Mempidae, Bee-eaters, 
Rollers feed' on insects and are partial to a .seat on telegraph wires 
in ' the plains ; and perches, where a clear open view is obtained, 
resting quietly, or on the look out for insects. Jays are arboreal in 
habits and prefer denser cover. The > gape of the Coraciadw is wide, 
rictal bristles in some of the species, aid them to hold, whilst oh 
the pursuit after bees, moths, butterflies etc., the prey, which pass 
them on the wing. Jays are omnivorous birds. 

(123) Comdax hulica, I Julian / toller , is a familiar bird, so requires 
little or no introduction. It frequents more open country. Clear- 
ings of jungle land and woods, in preference to forests. It is not 
a little partial to the proximity of human habitations. Seen gene- 
rally solitary, perched on a cow shod in Bengal villages, or bowri- 
poles, or the top of a tree near by. This species is 1 3 \ inches in length ; 
bill is Large, strong and lengthened, compressed and hooked at the 
tip; rictal bristles are strong; wings fairly long ; tail short; tarsus 
short. This bird displays a fair amount of blue, tinged with green 
on the head (above) and nape; hind-nock, scapulars and tertiaries 
are ashy brown with a greenish gloss ; shoulders and lesser wing 
coverts, deep cobalt blue ; greater coverts and quills pale blue, with • 
a broad wing band of violet-blue about the middle. A few of the 
leading colours will suffice to make the acquaintance of the common 
Roller. Usually ono of these birds or may be two (in spring) tako 
up their abode in each of the villages or hamlets in Bengal. They 
are occasionally seen in avenues, gardens or clumps of trees ; near 
fields under cultivation, wherever a stray insect is likely to be found. 
Thoy emerge from their coin of vantage, usually a conspicuous perch, 
with an easy dart-like flight and capture the winged termites as they 
rise, in not a few instances, from off their breeding spots and holes 
in the ground together with grass-hoppers, crickets, mantidne, etc. 
The flight of the Roller is strong and well sustained when put to 
the test ; but usually it flies with laboured flaps of the wings. We 
might look for the sociability, and comparative tameness of theso 
birds, to tho care and consideration, extended to them by both 
Hindus and Mahamedans. Among the former, the Roller is consi- 
dered sacrod to Siva, for this reason those birds are purchased at 
bird fairs, .at various centres in Bengal. One such fair is held or 
used to be, on the Soaldah side of Circular Road, al»out the latter 
end of August. Considerable care and attention is shown by 
Hindus to the birds thus acquired, usually young, for the purpose 
of liberating them again at Durga Puja, when images of Durga are 
thrown into the river. This kind act of liberation is believed to 
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bring its reward in due season. Nevertheless Rollers thus set free, 
seem loath to forsake the friendly hand that fed it, so takes up its 
abode near by the humble Hindu dwelling, whero its friendship is 
encouraged, more' so, as should the household find themselves in 
straitened circumstances, a sight of a Roller at the great Puja event, 
will suffice, in case of need, to insure a blessing the coming year. 
The Mahamedan on the other hand, attribute uncommon good for- 
tune accompanying a sight of one of these birds on state occasions 
or before events of supremo importance. 


Family HALCYONIP.E (Kingfisher*) 

Curiously enough we find side by side, with the Cwacias, birds of 
varied fortunes of the west ; of lucky and Halcyon Days. Kingfishers 
are very interesting group of birds. One or more species must doubt- 
lessly be well-known to you. They are seldom seen at any great ele- 
vation in the district. Kingfishers, usually, frequent warmer valleys 
where fish and aquatic insects are plentiful. They are found on and 
near larger rivers, oftener the Runjeet and the Teesta, usually seen 
flying over the surface, with their beaks, at times, pointed in a verti- 
cal position, ready to plunge head first for small fishes which come near 
* the surface of the water ; or perched on a half submerged rock 
beside a roaring torrent, silently looking down into the eddies or 
calms made by the troubled waters of a hill stream, for fish rising 
to the surface. These birds appeal- quite unconcerned at the splash- 
ing, boiling, volume of vjpter at their feet. Bill is very long, angular, 
straight and pointed ; gape wide ; wings rounded ; tail short ; tarsi 
and toes short and feeble. A few specios of these birds are fairly 
plentiful in the district; but the greater number of them appear 
to be more at home in the plains and under sweltering skies. The 
two species which are more frequently met with, are the tiny Alee, do 
Bengahnsis, and the big Guttata. Halcyon fusciis, » Coromavdeluin us 
and Ceyx tridadyle are seen only on rare occasions. 

(134) Alcedo Bengalensis, Common Indian Kingfisher, is to be 
found in most parts of Bengal, one might say, wherever small 
fishes are obtainable, whether it be rivers or tanks, ponds or fields 
under water. This small kingfisher frequents our big rivers in the 
district ; but does not ascend beyond the valleys. Nevertheless it 
seems to appreciate wild torrents at foot of the hills, quite as much 
as the peaceful mill ponds in the plains. This species is 6£ inches in 
length ; bill of Alcedo is long, slender, straight and compressed ; tail 
very short ; legs and toes feeble, tho latter syndactyle. Bill blackish ; 
irides dark brown ; legs (red) orange ; colour of the plumage, above, 
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is i>ale blue on the back, rump .and upper-tail coverts; wings and tail 
dull groonish-blue, the former with pale bluo specks ; throat white, 
under parts of the body ferruginous ; head and hind neck feathers 
edged bluo. This tiny kingfisher is by no means an uninteresting 
bird to watch or to observe its peculiarities. It is not infre- 
quently seen sitting motionless, on the rocks, with its bill “ trained ” 
or focused on the waters below, till it spies a small fish approach 
the surface, when with a rajdd dive, it draws out the silvery morsel. 
It is not often that henynhmin fails in its attempt to catch its prey out 
of the eddy its intent gaze has been on, unrelaxing. At times this 
kingfisher, appears to have lost patience, when it is observed flying 
up stream, uttering short irritable cries, keeping an eye on the sur- 
face of the water as it flies. When the fish is spotted it hovers in 
the air over the place kestrel-like, for a few seconds, before shooting 
down head first into the clear water below. This is apparently done 
to take a steady aim with its bill, and to wait for the desired oppor- 
tunity when probably the fish is either taken unawares or caught in 
a handy (?) position. If unsuccessful the kingfisher, as it rises on 
the wing, utters a few, as though irritated, noisy cackles, as much 
as to say “like my cussed bad luck again,’’ and flies on not much 
the worse for tlio ducking. 

(13U Halcyon Cokom an delian in, llnddy KimjJislnr, though 
seldom seen, has similar habits to the former bird. It is a prettily 
coloured and marked species. In length 10^ inches; bill and legs 
red ; irides brown ; plumage is more or less rufous with shining peach 
lilac, chiefly on the head, face and quills, here and there a little 

white showing, and glistning pale blue ; beneath ferruginous. 

# 

(133) Ceyx Tkidactyla, Three-Toed, Purple Kivtjjislwr , is much 
smaller in size than bengalensis, being about 5i inches in length. It 
is doubtlessly one of the most beautiful little kingfishers in the dis- 
trict, or in India as far as that goes, without taking into considera- 
tion the claims of Ruddy kingfisher. In habits, very similar to 
(leiu/alensix. Tridactyht is rare and difficult to find. Bill is coral 
coloured ; legs red ; hides brown. Bill somewhat similar in shape 
to Halcyon , gonys having a more upward iticline ; tail very short ; 
feet of three toos, two in front and one behind ; back dark lusterous 
blue; upper tail-coverts including lower back, rich rufous with lilac 
gloss ; head rufous anti glossed lilac : violet and white near the ears ; 
dark blue at base of the bill ; wings deep bluo ; quills black ; lower 
parts of the body ferruginous ; throat white. 

(137) Cekyle Guttata, Large Created Black and IVh'dc Kingfisher, 
is fairly common on or about the rivers here. In the plains, it is 
called Machi-Bagh Fish-tiger and in the hills Ung Kashyiu water- 
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dog, Itotli names portray striking characteristic of tjuttata. This 
large Mack and white streaked kingfisher is frequently met with 
on the banks of Kunjeet and Tcesta, unlike hnujalnisis, it ascends 
over mountain streams, and is often found quite up to 5,000 feet 
elevation in its hunt for fish in big jhoras. Ono might have rea- 
sons to doubt the presence of fish at this ascent of the mountains ; 
but Guttata evidently has not the slightest misgivings in the matter, 
as it has been successful, on several occasions, in some of tho dark 
pools in fishing out a fair sized fish or aquatic insect or two. How 
fish are found at this elevation, is difficult to suggest a feasiblo 
solution to tho occurrence. It is usually in the rains that Guttata 
finds its way up these hill streams, when rivers in the valleys, are 
rushing torrents and perilous even for large kingfishers to dive 
into. The specimen of Guttata beforo me, is from about 5,000 feet 
elevation. In length it is 14 inches; bill is short for a kingfisher ; it 
has a fine crest of long narrow feathers, which droop down, back of tho 
neck ; colour of the plumage is black and white, fairly equally dis- 
tributed, over various parts of the bird, in form of bars and spots 
chiefly ; lower parts are white ; flank and under tail coverts branded 
with black. This big kingfisher is not a little local in habits, it 
seldom leaves the Himalayas. Its place, in tho plains, seems gene- 
rally taken, by ( 'an/Jc. nut is, Pied Indian Kingfisher (136), a smaller 
bird, about 11 inches in length, black and white in colour, white patches 
and streaks are better defined and more prominent than in Guttata. 
Whilst hunting it flies over the surface, when of a sudden it halts, 
and hovers over the water as though it had sj>otted something, then 
dives per[>endicularly after the fish, which is at times, brought up 
from a good depth below, as occasionally, tho splash it Inis made, 
has moved down stream before the kingfisher emerges again. 
Guttata, like not a few of the race, as often as not, boing partial to 
^rcll wooded, rocky and hilly precipitous country, is seen sitting 
solitary on rocks or water worn-roots of trees near by hill torrents 
and plunges hawk-like in an oblique line, hence the name “Water- 
Tiger.” It is not so successful as Pied Kingfisher in its dive after 
fish, may be, partly because it ignores small fry ana goes for bigger 
mouth-fulls, as it has been seen to land a fair sized fish ; or perhaps 
theso aquatic dwellers in our hill streams are more lively, and on the 
alert than their brethren in the plains. May be the enervating 
climate tells on their constitutions. 


Family EURYLAIMID.K (JlmuMU) 

These beautiful birds, look like parrakeets in the distance, when 
among woods and green foliage ; but closer observations soon dispel 
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tin;, sc illusions of first impressions, when you catch a {'limps of their 
graceful tails, which they spread out fan-like, as the birds let them- 
selves drop from a bight down to the perch, after capturing an insect 
passing ov er, much above the tallest trees, which Broadbills secure 
on the wing; much the same way as a fly-catcher. Once you witness 
this graceful performance, you are soon convinced that the birds at 
some distance from you are no ordinary parrakeets. They remind 
one of the Ainpelidnr, or tho brightly coloured Ireninw Blue-birds, or 
at timos tho more sedate (braciadae. Bill is short, broad and de- 
pressed, margins dilated, ridge (Culmon) rounded, tip hooked ; naros 
with a few bristles; wings shortish; tail graduated, giving it a 
rounded appearance ; tarsus short ; outer toe syndactyle. Their 
food like Rollers and Bee-eaters insectivorous. 

(138) PsARISOMUS DalHOISM:, Yellow-throated Broad hill. This 
species is found at a lower elevation than Darjeeling. In spring it 
ascends to near on 6,000 feet. It is a woods loving bird, and sel- 
dom comes out into more open country. It frequents as a rule, 
dense forests. This spocios keeps much in pairs, and feeds occa- 
sionally on larvae, mostly on insocts, beetles, butterflies and day- 
moths. In size 14 inches ; bill green, black on the ridge; orbitar 
skin yellow ; plumago is a predominating bright parrot green, above, 
here and thoro yellow, blue and black ; blue showing conspicuously 
as a wing patch ; tail blue ; a yellow patch behind tho eyes ; upper 
part of the nock and throat yellow ; a blue patch on crown of the 
head ; lower parts of the body bluish-green. These birds build a 
big egg shaped pendent nest, some 30 feet from tho ground, con- 
structed of creet>ers of fibrous plants, pulled of in strips and worked 
round outside of the nest. Within arc grasses and brandish bam- 
boo spathes. Kggs are elongated ovals, oither pure glassy white, or 
blotched with red and pile reddish purple on a pinky tinged ground. 

(130) SEKHiOlTS Rubkopyuia, Bed-haded Ilroadhill , is rare in 
the district and only occasionally met with in the interior of Sikkim 
and Bhutan hilJs. Length it is 7 j inches ; head crested ; bill, bluish in 

colour, similarly shaped, only shallower than Yellow-throated species ; 
colour of the plumage differs from Dalhoudae : above, back is olive, 
rest of tho feathers slaty grey, excepting upper tail coverts and 
lower back, which are doep chcsnut, also tertiaries ; blue wing patch * 
on primaries ; quills and tail black, tippod white ; undorpart palo 
groy. This bird is about half the sizo of the former species. 



( 38 ) 


Family BUCEEOTIILE (Hon, hills) 

Horn bills are largo sized birds, usually found on outskirts of 
thick, dense-forests, not infrequently in tho vacinity of big hill- 
streams or Jhoras. They arc readily distinguished by their enor- 
mous size bills. In some of the species, the ssize is still further 
increased by a protuberance, placed at base of the culmen ; tongue 
short and heart shaped ; wings arc short and rounded, tail long ; 
tarsus short and stout ; feet syndactyle and of fair size ; hind toe 
short ; claws short, thick and curved ; orbiter skin naked (unfea- 
thered) ; eyelids protected by eyelashos, which is an uncommon 
provision among birds, met with again, among most of tho non- 
parasitie cuckoos (Taccocua.) 

(140) Homk A il's BicoRNis, Great HornLill, is monarch of this 
group. These birds are met with in the district usually in pairs, 
either on the wing, flying singly over thick forests, or perched not 
far from each other, on tall trees in tho woods, frequently over- 
looking mountain torrents. I have on several occasions seen them 
in the vicinity of Kungdung Khola, below Mineral Springs. Their 
food consists chiefly of fruit, which they toss up in tho air and catch 
again in their mouths, held open. 

Tough fruits and “ pnnyra” hen us, which they are partial to, are 
first crushed between their enormous mandibles before swallowing. 
These hard stone like beans nearly 2 inches in diameter, injure the 
margins of the bill. Among the older birds of hhvrnis, much wear and 
tear of the bills are prominently shown, pieces of Tomium chipped 
off. Bills of the younger members, being in their natural state 
have regular, serrated edges ; as tho bird advances in years these 
edges get chipped and broken. The general appearance of the Horn- 
bill suggests (Bamphastid&O Toucans these latter birds, which arc 
found in other parts of the world, show a much closer relationship 
to Scansores. Great Hornbill is 48 inches in length ; bill light yellow, 
black at the pointed end, broad casque is red ; irides deep brown. 
As seen on the wing it appears more black and whito, should it be 
observed closer, seated on the hill side below you or perched on a 
tree, patches of yellow are moro noticeable, on the wings and neck. 
This bright yellow colouring is usually the effects of oily substance 
from the gland at the base of tail-coverts, which binds in general 
use freely, when preening their feathers, to prevent them getting 
wet and letting in the rain and water. This large sized bird, and 
the heavy weight it carries, when flying, aided by the powerful 
sweeps of its primaries, produces a sound, which can be heard a 
mile or more off, caused by repeated strokes of its wi ug. Its flight 
is laboured, at the start or when flying low ; but once it has got a 
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good lead and soars up aloft, it nails in n graceful and easy manner, 
hut scarcely rivals in flight the big Ruptures in their feats of aerial 
navigations. Hommim like its race builds, in big holes in trees, 
decayed portions partially hollowed out by the birds themselves, 
when fresh chambers are required, owing to last year’s spots being 
either discovered or destroyed. Alter the female hornbill has taken 
her place on the eggs, the male shuts her in, by plastering the open- 
ing, just leaving a hole big enough for her to project her long beak 
and nock to be fed, by her devoted mate. This wall construction 
reminds one not a little of the way swallows build their nests of 
mud pellets, worked up into soft clay balls. When the young are 
hatched, the plastered up orifice is broken down and mother bird 
regains her freedom, which she much appreciates, spending, remainder 
of the day shampooing her body and limbs, which must be a bit 
stiff after the long imprisonment, before trusting herself to long 
flights ; whilst her mate busies himself as before securing food for 
the party. It is not till next morning does she consent to lend a 
helping hand. I was never fortunate enough to be present when 
the breaking down operations, or removing the obstructing wall, 
commenced, as far as I could make out and from general enquiries, 
this is done mainly by the male bird. It is doubtful if the mother 
can liberate herself. I am told by some Lepcha Shikaries that on 
one or two occasions they had found a mother hornbill dead inside, 
caused no doubt by reckless shooting of its mate by thoughtless nimrods 
unacquainted with the nidification of birds and their different breed- 
ing seasons, Hodgson enlikened the loud, harsh cries of a wounded 
lloinraius to the braying of a donkey, doubtlessly these vehement 
vociperations were greater, as it thought of its imprisioned mate, 
and youngsters may be. 

(142) Hydrocissa A lb i host r is, Bengal Pied Hornbill, is also 
found in tho district. Occasionally seen in denser parts of the 
forests. It is smaller in size than Ham rains, being about 30 inches 
in length. Pied Hornbill seldom ascends much above a few thou- 
sand feet. Bill is long, sharp pointed, casque unlike Horn rains is 
long and acute covers about | of the bill. Albirosfris has similar 
black and white plumage, more black noticeable on lower parts, and 
breast of the bird, patches of white prominently displayed above. 
This Hydroq^sa is fairly common in Sub-Himalayan districts. 

(146) Aceros Nipalensjs, ltnfons-necke<l Hornbill , is rare and 
seldom met except in Sikkim, where it ascends not much over 6,000 
feet elevation. Occasionally a solitary pair or two is found in the 
district near the Ttunjeet. This curious looking hornbill differs 
from the foregoing birds. Bill has transverse ridges and groves with 
chesnut spots on the sides of upper mandible ; naked skin about 
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the face is i»ale velvety blue colour. In length Acerost is about 4 
feet ; male has bright rufous on the head, lieck and breast ; black 
on the back also the wings, which are tipped with white ; greater 
part of tail white, upper part black ; under parts of the body more 
or less chesnut. 

▼ 

This brings us to the end of Fissirost res. The next tribe Scmt- 
sores has many typical groups. These comprise, the climbing birds, 
which have their toes in pairs, two in front and two behind. The 
Zygoriactyli of not a few naturalists. Outer toe is turned back- 
wards or at right angles. As might be expected these birds are 
arboreal in habits, most of them live exclusively on insects, some 
few on fruit. They build their nests in holes of trees and lay glossy 
white eggs, excepting Cunt lithe. They consist of the following 
families : — 


I. PSITT ACTIVE 

II. PICITVE 

III. MEG AL AIM 1 1 VE 

IV. CUCUETD/E 


Parrots. 

Woodpeckers. 

Burbots. 

Cuckoos. 


I. Fa wily PSITTACID/E (Parrots) 

These birds are sometimes called the monkeys of Bird-land. 
They comprise : I. The True Parrots, II. Parrakeots, III. Lories. 
Maccaws and Cockatoos aro not found in India, nor the first group — 
True Parrots. 


$1’U-Family PAL/EOBJ^NyE (Pa mile As) 

Have several representatives in Sikkim and lower elevations in 
the district, chiefly found in more wooded parts near big rivers. 

* 

It seems hardly nocessary to dwell at any length, on these woll- 
Vnown Birds, for field observations. They give us however a con- 
venient introduction into this interesting tribe. The peculiarities 
of bill are familiar to all ; it is short, thick and strong, upper 
mandible much curved and hooked, lower mandible having a sharp 
tip; tail of Parrakcets is long and wedge shawled, feathers of which 
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are narrow and pointed. This family comprise birds of gay plum- 
age and endowed with superior intelligence. Green is the predo- 
minating colour. Both Alexandrine (introduced by Alexander the 
Great into Europe) and Rose-ringed Parrakeets arc found at times 
in the district; but Jdioy are not so ofton met with as Rose-headod 
species. 

(149) Palajornts ROSA, Uose-hm<le,d Par rake, et, which is mot 
with at an elevation of 3,000 to 5,000 feet usually in woods, at a close 
proximity to the rivers, at times higher up the hills, foraging among 
standing crops ; Ipdian Corn in preference, belonging to buMitvallnh , 
on slopes of the hills. This species is 14y inches in length. Male 
has varieties of green, tinged with yellow on back and scapulars ; 
bluish on lower back and upper tail-coverts ; hind neck verdigris in 
colour ; small red spots on lesser coverts ; shoulders bluish also the 
more prominent tail feathers ; under plumage yellow. Underlying 
these different colours is more uniform bright green; head typically 
pale rose, with a narrow collar of black ; whereas the female has 
more plum-blue on the head. 


Sub-Family LOBITN^E ( Lorikeets) 

Are also well-known, usually, more so as caged specimens, where 
they become remarkably tamo. They are popularly known as “Love 
birds,” probably on account of their loveable manners and confiding 
traits. Big numbers of these birds are caught in Assam and sub- 
Ilimalayan junglos, and brought down to Calcutta for sale. Green 
is their prevailing colour when soon in their natural state of free- 
dom, yellow and red portions of their plumage is not so readily made 
out, unless close at hand. 

(153) Loriculus vernalis, Indian Jjmkeef, is not found in 
the district. Plumage is grass-green ; wii^|coverts darker, tail and 
wing bluish green ; red on tail coverts ; under parts of the bird 
yellowish ; a little verdigris-blue on the throat of the males. Lori- 
keet is 5 \ inches in length. These active little birds are often seen 
going through a sort of trapeze exercise, when observed, among high 
tender twigs and branches of trees in the junglos. Their food con- 
sists of fruit and flowers, chiefly for the sweet juices present in them. 
Lorikeets are occasionally found hors-de-combat, lying helpless on 
the ground, below a tody palm or dato tree, from the effects of imbib- 
ing too freely but not over wisely on fermented juice collected 
in the earthen pots. In this state of inebriation they become an 
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easy victim to dangers which stalk at noon day. The name given 
to this bird in Bengal is Latkan “ pendent ” owing to its partiality 
to sloeping head downwards, gripping firmly the twig, above. These 
birds are social and gregarious, extremely active in their wild state 
and fly swifty when on migratory journeys. 


Family PICIDiR ( Woodpeckers) 

This is another interesting and typical family of Scunsore s or 
climbing birds— of arboreal habits. On several occasions I have 
noticed these birds being mistaken in their preserved condition for 
kingfishers. So unobservant an error, would never have occurred 
on seeing them in their wild state, amidst their natural surroundings 
in the forest, for two more different birds in habits, food and cha- 
racteristics, it would be difficult to meet in native haunts of each. 
One lovos the roaring, rushing torrents whilst the other prefers to 
have such places at a little distance : a sort of soughing and sighing 
echoes of the forest. Woodpeckers though not impartial to having 
their silvan retreats beside the cheerful murmur of the rivulets or 
the wilder music of many waters, they usually seek out deep shady 
glades of ancient oaks and other timber trees, with broken weather- 
beaten boles, which form choice hunting grounds for many a lurking 
termite, insect or larvae. Woodpeckers are master climbers, up a 
l>erpendicular trunk of a tree, they go with ease and facility, hold- 
ing on with their strong toes and claws, whilst the clock-work 
regularity, tapping with their long, pointed wedge like bills, nover 
misses the smallest crevice. This merry tok-tok, tok-tok tapping 
can be distinctly heard, proceeding from tho big tree above you, 
in the silent depth of the forest, where, perchance, you may have 
rested, for a brief breathing space, before proceeding on your tramp 
again. < Sho\\V\ "sow wvXfcYv sv&ht of the tiny little Woodpecker, at 
its untiring labours, ycm. will notice, that, it takes up each section 
of the tree in turn. U *and up it goes briskly, devotedly and 
vigorously at its work, as though it were propelled by some unceas- 
ing impetus, or a moral task of ridding trees of destructive enemies. 
As it taps, it holds tightly on, with the strong feet, nature has pro- 
vided it with, in pairs, excepting the curious three toed genus 
Chrysomtm a striking analogy to Ceyx tridadyla , tho Threo-toed 
Purple Kingfisher. Tail of Woodpeckers, you will notice is fairly 
rigid, with elasticity, feathers are frayed at the ends. The last 
^ vertebra disklike ; and compressed in shape, candal vertebra) is move- 
able. The Woodpecker makes good use of its tail, which is a 
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useful and indispensable appendage, as a fulcrum, when proceeding 
up a tree, among the many uses tails can be put to according to the 
various habits and characteristics of birds in general. The predo- 
minating colours of these birds must be looked for in the forest. You 
have, here, all the colours and tints of the woods from the bright 
emerald green of the leaves more or loss in most of the species, to 
burnt umber colour and ashy grey, not infrequently met with of the 
trunks of trees or black and white of the bark wood. The male 
Woodpecker usually bright red on the head and a black cheek stripe. 
How frequently have wo heard or read about this apparent defect in 
nature, which makes those birds, an admirable mark for (unsporting) 
sportsmon. This may be all well enough when judging from speci- 
mens crowded together in a glass case ; but how often have we 
mistaken this silent, fiery crest, which becomes motionless at our 
•approach, for a bright flowering parasite. Turning once more to 
the Kingfisher, which had intruded, unceremoniously, into our 
remarks, it has a short tongue, how different to the long flexible 
tongue of the Woodpecker, which is still further aided in its reach, 
by the riband-like muscles wound round the trachea, and the sliding 
shuttle, os hyoides, thus it has every facility of thrusting its tongue 
into deep fissures and holes of trees, the tip is brush-like, composed 
of pointed barbs, which the Woodpecker inserts into small open- 
ings its beak has forced an entrance into, and draws out the impri- 
soned insects it has surprised. This operation is further simplified 
by a little glutton adhering to the tip of its tongue. Tho bill is 
longish, straight, conic and wedge-shaped, sides or edges angular, the 
tip truncated in most of the species, wings arc broad and strong 
1th and 5th quills usually tho longest. Tail wedge-shaped, shafts 
strong and elastic. This big family - the Woodpeckers, have many 
groups divided into sub-families, differing much in size, colour, form 
of bill etc. Nearly all of them have representatives in our hill forests 
at various elevations, but in habits ami peculiarities they differ but 
little. Woodpeckers make their way up a tree with great facility 
pressing their tails against the bark. They are unable to como 
down head first as do the nuthatches, Jmt fly obliquely to a lower 
part of the tree and recommence their hunt over ground not already 
gone over. 

GENUS PICUS 

Birds of black plumage, above, spotted or striped white, streaked 
below most of these birds are rare and difficult to find in tho dis- 
trict. Tho following species have been more frequently observed : — 

(160) PlCU.s MahrattensIs, Yellow-fronted Woodpecker, seldom 
ascend much beyond 4,000 feet elevation. It appears to prefer tall 
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scrub jungle skirting the Chuta Hunject, one would scarcely fail to 
meet a few there usually hunting a little distance from each other, 
also in some of the orange groves in Sikkim. It sown to keep much 
to thinly wooded country. It is 7 £ inches in length ; bill plum- 
beous ; iridos crimson ; upper plumage is black with white stripes 
and bands ; head yellow ; the neck (side) stripe, brown ; white about 
sides of the head, neck and breast ; breast and lower parts brown, 
crimson towards the tail ; top of the head, of male bright crimson ; 
female yellow. This bird is commonly known as Mahratta Wood- 
pecker, after the country in which, it was first discovered. 

Gknus Yungipjcus. These are birds of small size, slotted .and 
marked with white above ; wings long ; tail centre feathers length- 
ened, outer ones soft and rounded. 

(163) Yung [Pious PYOMA5U8, Himalayan Pigmy J Too* (pecker. 

(162) YUNGIPICUK KiBKlCAirs, Darjeeling Pigmy l Pood pecker, 
this bird is more likely to be seen in forests near Darjeeling than 
pygmeeu^i 163) though neither of these specios are common, llubri- 
oitim in winter, seems to be more at home near rivers Big and Little 
Runject, more so than forests near the Teesta. Pygmmns on the 
other hand keeps much to higher altitudes. The latter species (162) 
is 5^ inches long; colour, is more or less black, spotted and branded 
with white ; plumage, above, is black with cross lines ; rows of white 
spots on the wings ; upper tail-coverts black ; also tail, with whito 
here and there ; lower parts of body brownish— white with dark 
stripes. The male has crimson on the head (Occiput). These two 
species have been found only in the Himalayas (Nepal and Sikkim). 

(173) Chryspholegma flavinycha, Large YeUm'-naped //W- 
peeker, is another species oue is more likely to see in the woods near 
Darjeeling as it is fairly plentiful in the forests. It is 14 inches in 
longth, and has a longish crest, which is conspicuously marked with 
yellow ; most of the plumage, abovo, is yellowish green ; back of the 
nock glossy yellow ; about the sides of tho head and throat light 
yellow ; forencck dull groenr varied with white spots ; breast green- 
ish ; lower parts of the body grey ; some of the primaries bright 
chesnut, others green, tips dark brown ; wings light coloured, with 
black bars ; tail black ; bill bluish ; irides red ; orbitar skin light 
green. 
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Subfamily PICUMNIN^E (Picuhts) 

These are the small members of the family we have been consi- 
dering. Piculets have some appreciable difference in structure and 
habits ; more prominent of which, we find, the bill, it is short and 
conical in shape ; tail of short soft feathers. Those birds grade 
into, and remind us not a little of Yungipicus, Pigmy Woodpeckers, 
we made the acquaintance of whon considering (162 and 163) neverthe- 
less there is a marked difference in their general structure and ana- 
tomy. Their similarly formed tongues chiefly, and other minor 
advantages, and habits generally gives them a safe place among 
piciilir. Both species of Picumnime are to be found in Darjeeling 
and at a lower elevation in the district. Piculets appear to be much 
tamer than Woodpeckers, for so I have found them, when met with 
in low scrub jungle or on bushes by side of tho road leading to the 
house, for instance, as you stolid and watch them, they stop in their 
diligent search for insects, to look up, in a confiding manner, more so, 
I toko it, at one sympathetically observing them on the bushes below, 
for they hunt usually near the ground. 

(187; 8 ASIA OCHKACEA, It’ii, foils Piculet, is often seen in Dar- 
jeeling on trunks of trees and bushes, in early spring. Tt can easily 
lie made out by its ochreous colour, with a reddish tinge, above, and 
moro yellow beneath. In length it is 3f inches; greenish on the 
head and wings ; a white streak behind tho eyes ; tail black ; pro- 
minently showing plumbeous coloured conical bill, cannot be mis- 
taken ; iridos are pale brown. Speckled species is rarer and prefers 
a lower altitude, where it is more likely to be seen, at about 5,000 
feot elevation ; in a somewhat similar position as Rufous species. 

(186) Vi vi A INNOMJNATA, Speck! a! Piculet , I fear that I 
have proverbially speaking, placed cart before the horse in giv- 
ing tho second place to this pretty Piculet ; but it appears 
at times more advisable to introduce the commoner species first, 
aftor making its acquaintance, the moro elaborately dressed P culet 
can be the easier distinguished. InuonnmiUf, is a shade bigger than 
Silvia being about 4 inches in length. Bill is smaller and moro com- 
pressed ; tip slightly blunted on upper mandible ; rictus bristled ; 
wings longish and rounded ; it has a soft flexible toil which is nover 
used as a fulcrum in this sub-family ; claws sharp, curvod, strong and 
large. When seen, its prominently or typically markod, breast and 
under parts are most striking which are white, with conspicuous 
black half moons (ocellatod in shape) and below cross-barred ; fore- 
head of the male is chesnut, dark greeu on the female ; above, it is 
dusky-brown iu colour ; toil black with patches of white ; yellowish 
tinge is conspicuous above, on the head, neck, back and partially on 
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the wings. This pretty Pictilot is just as interesting to watch as 
the Rufous species, though it may not appear quite so tamo. It is 
easier discovered in the out-skirts of forests which it is moro partial 
to than when within thick undergrowth. It is often seen, hunting 
for insects, wren-like, aiiiong fallen logs, moss grown and decaying 
wood, or where cattle, of hill gowalas* bathans, are won’t to graze. 


Sub-Family YUNUlNyE (Wnjim-U) 

Are fairly plentiful in the plains, they may lie seen, usually, 
where insects abound, hunting for them on land, perhaps more fre- 
quently near ant-hills. The bill is short, conical, and with a rounded 
appearance ; wings pointed ; tail broad and flexible ; tarsus short ; 
toes in pairs ; tongue like Woodpeckers long and extensile, sharp 
and pointed ; plumage soft. 

(188) YUNX TORquiLLA, Common ll'njnak, is somber in colour, 
but beautifully speckled. I cannot do better than quote the follow- 
ing lines from Illy th about this peculiar little bird: “instinctively 
trusting to the close resemblance of its tints to the situation on 
which it alights, it will lie close, and sometimes even suffer itself to 
be taken by the hand : on such occasions, it will twirl its neck in the 
most extraordinary manner, rolling the eyes and erecting the feathers 
of the crown and throat, occasionally raising its tail, and performing 
tho most -ludicrous movements; then taking advantage of the sur- 
prise of the spectator, it will suddenly dart off like an arrow,” such 
is our Indian Wryneck, and it would be difficult to find a more 
accurate description of this bird. Tt rarely climbs on trees like 
Woodpeckers. It feeds«on the ground, on ant-hills preferably. Very 
little difficulty need be experienced in making its acquaintance, more 
so on account of the peculiar habit it has of turning and twisting 
its head backwards and looking over its shoulders, as it were, or 
rather back. The Wryneck is 7 -j inches in length ; with crimson 
irides ; upper plumage is grey, prettily speckled ; breast and below 
dull yellowish white with narrow cross-lines followed by triangular 
black spots ; quills barred deep brown and isaliella ; tail speckled 
grey ; dark brown stripes on hind neck. These few markings 
together with its peculiar habits will suffice to recognise the common 
Wryneck. 
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Family MEGALAIMIDJE (Jlwh&ts) ' 

This is a common and well-known family of birds in India, so 
that it will need but little in the way of introduction, more so, as 
one species the ‘‘Copper Smith” as it is commonly called, must have 
already, unceremoniously introduced itself in the plains. These birds 
are readily recognised partly by their prevailing leaf green colour, 
which predominates in most of tho species, and also by their gene- 
ral habits and characteristics. Nome species of this family have at 
times, been mistaken for Woodpeckers, by more casual observers. 
Their anatomy generally, and shape of bill brings them near the 
Toucans of South America, more so, the Great Himalayan Barbct. 
Barbets as a family have the bill stout, slightly conical in shape, tip 
compressed and sides inflated. They are furnished with stiff pro- 
jecting bristles ; wings and tail short ; toes in pairs, hind claws 
curved. Barbets arc bright plumage birds, where leaf green predo- 
minates over patches of red, yellow and*blue, as the case might bo. 
They are lively and active in their habits, in the hills more so, than 
the species foui d in the plains and live much on fruit and berries, 
insects occasionally. 

(191) MkoALAWA VfRKNR, (irrut Himalayan 71a rM, is often met 
with in wooded parts of the station, more especially Ghoom forest. 
It usually keeps to the higher branches of trees and is a good strong 
perching bird, which is more noticeable from the well padded and 
furrowed appearance of under part of the toes, produced by habit- 
ually and firmly gripping the branch it has settled on, leaving a 
hollowed out impression in solos of the feet. This Barbet is fairly 
common from 6,000 to K, 000 feet elevation and makes occasional visits 
to Darjeeling (on Birch hill they are more frequently seen) in spring 
or during tho rainy season ; at which time it is seen on topmost 
branches of tho tallest trees. They .are usually in pairs, and when 
they rise for another long flight to some dense forest glade, they 
utter harsh call-like sounds. How different this cry is from their 
loud far reaching wail from some forest depth, not xinlike pi-o, 
pi-o, pi-o, so often heard proceeding from the outskirts of Dar- 
jeeling. There is a romantic story associated with this bird among 
hill people, but to appreciate it, you must hear it in Nepalese. Firms 
is 13 inches in length ; leaf green colour predominating, head nape 
and neck are dusky violet-blue, coppery-brown on the back, scapu- 
lars and losser wing coverts ; primaries dull blue, the remaining quills 
are yellowish ; tail light silky bluish-green; breast brown, below 
bluish green, pale yellow on tho sides, blotched with brown ; under 
tail coverts crimson, similar to most of tho Toucans. Firens lives 
chiefly on fruit. The next two Barbets which are likely to be met 
with in the district are Axiafica (195) and Franklinii (196). 
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(195) Cvanops Asiatica, Bine-throated Barbells rarelyseen over 
3,000 to 4,000 feet elevation. It has a peculiar, noisy call, not un- 
like kuruwhk, knrwwiik , kunmhk. In length it is 9^ inches ; plumage 
is green, above, with coppery gloss' on the back ; crimson on the top 
of the head ; cheeks, throat, and forenock blue. This species is 
commonly called in the plains “ Bussunt Bairi ” old woman of the 
spring, rather unpoetic name. 

(196) Cyanops Franklinji, Golden-throated Barbet, is more fami- 
liar in Darjeeling than other Barbets. I have scon it on several 
occasions in Birch Hill forost in spring and during the rains. It is 
easily recognised by the prominent patch of golden yellow on the 
throat. This Barbet is 9 inches iri length ; above it is bright green ; 
beneath tinged with yellow ; deep blue on the shoulders, some blue 
on the primaries, secondaries greon ; crimson on the head ; crown 
and throat bright glistenmg orange-yellow. The presence of this 
Barbet is known, by th* fairly loud and cheerful cry of katfak- 
katfak-kattak, proceeding from the trees, a short distance from the 
house, it may be. 

(197) Xantholasma Indica, Crinmm-hreasted Barbet, most of us 
must doubtless be on the best of terms with the bird going under 
the name of “ Copper Smith,” whose alluring lullabies have broken 
somewhat harshly midday siestas, for which accomplishment this 
Xanthohema has acquired an unenviable reputation, by its persist- 
ant and remarkably loud took-touk-toolc , nodding its head at each 
call from side to side. The sound resembles an Indian copper-smith 
at work. * XantholmiHi is 6^ inches in length. In the plains it is 
called Taiuhkyat (copper-smith). A note by Kundovall would I feel 
sure be interesting whilst considering the merits of this species, 

“ that it is like a rather low note on the flute from the lower G to 
the second E. The sound often appears to come from a different 
direction to that, from which it does really proceed ; and this appears 
to me to depend on the direction of the bird’s head when uttering 
the call, the same individual always utters the same note, but that 
two are seldom hoard to make it exactly alike. When, therefore, 
two or more birds are sitting near each other a not unpleasant music 
arises from tho alteration of the notes, each sounding like the tone 
of a series of bells ” ! , 
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Family CUCULIM: (Cuckoo*) 

In Darjeeling no introduction is required to Cmnlm Cano nix at 
least, which is never at a loss to make itself hoard, for its pretty 
• co-coo is a true harbenger of spring. Those who have seen this 
light grey pigeon-like, in shape, bird, must have observed its whitish 
breast with black horizontal lines, also the long, broad racket-tail. 
This peculiarity of tail, is found, more or less prominent in all the 
true cuckoos, together with lines on the breast, in most of the spe- 
cies. Members of this family excepting Molkohas, Coucals and 
Sirkeers lay in other birds’ nests. The reason for this lack of appre- 
ciation for its eggs appear difficult to account for. It is suggested 
by some, that parasitic; cuckoos lack both the constructive faculty 
and love for home life. Be that as it may, and with due defcrenco 
to both cuckoo and its critics, a few suggestions may not seem unrea- 
sonable. Food of these Cuckoo, (Minorus more so x>erhaps, j s chiefly 
composed of small hairy green catcrpiSbrs. Long lines of, one 
species of these particular insects are seen crawling — follow the 
leader style, which wander, as if, aimlessly across our paths and hill 
roads, and up tall ever-groen trees, before the Cuckoo has arrived 
in Darjeeling. This we might take it, is the Commissariat, which 
is in advance. Such small mouthfuls as these caterpillars represent 
would require constant feeding for the Cuckoo and general activity, 
when not giving us a song. Eggs of Cuckoos arc small in compari- 
son to size of the bird. From details collected, it has been noticed 
that the Cuckoo lays from 3 to 4 eggs at each season, May and a 
second batch at times, the latter end of August. By observations 
of a (totonis, which takes up its abode near the house, it has been 
fairly accurately ascertained, that it deposits its eggs, usually in Dark- 
grey Bush-Chats’ nests, and that an interval of 8 to 10 days elapsed 
between each lay, so that it would be impossible for the mother or 
pair of thorn put together, for the matter of that, to hatch the eggs, 
all would be addled or chilled with exception of the last one laid, and 
this one would stand a poor chance, being turned and twisted about 
among three or even two cold bad eggs. 

GENUS CUCULtTS 

Has a smallish bill ; broader at the base, compressed and gently 
curved, tip notched; wings long and pointed, 3rd quill the longest; 
tail longish and rounded ; tarsus short with protecting scutne in front : 
feet short and slender. 

(200; Crcunus Himalayanus. Himalayan ( htchoo , is generally 
among the first to visit Darjeeling in early spring. As a rule, it is 
solitary in its habits, like all Cuckoos more or loss, and seeks out a 
tall bushy tree, not infrequently a cryptomeria.^ It sits in its cool, 
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shady, bovver, calling throughout the warm sunny days, its not un- 
melodeous song of four notes, a sort of Uut-tuf , tut-tut or perhaps 
hoo-hoo, hoo-ho, would better describe the sound, not unlike the 
coo of a dove, for which it is sometimes mistaken. This bird 
is about 12 inches in length, more dove-like in build than most of 
the Cucidince. Tt has a faint greenish gloss on the back and close 
narrow bars of black on lower parts of the body ; tail grey with 
biggish white spots. Amongst the last perhaps to arrive, in those 
alluring spring days in Darjeeling is 

(201) Ci'CTLi s POLIOCEPHALVN, Small (Urn, 1(H), its call is cheerful 
and unique. A sort of rapid Quick-quick-qnicl-qtdck, commencing long 
before dawn. Occasionally at midnight, when aroused from a com- 
paratively light, wakeful dose, by a sudden gust of wind or the dis- 
covery of approach of Forest Kagic-Owl, Hit/rna (71) or ono or other 
of the marauders of sleepy little birds. In size Polioccphalus is 
about 10 inches in length. It is a longish bird with elegantly shaped 
body, and racket-tail conspicuous, similar to other Cuckoos. Polio- 
crphalun has the peculiarity of presenting two different types of 
colouring or markings, which offer the puzzling appearance of being 
another bird or two different species, in fact, so much so, that not a 
few of our naturalists in India have given this second type another 
name. Usually this bird looks like a smaller edition of Conor its. The 
next is quite different, it has a fine rufous-bay colour spotted and 
elegently barred with dark chesnut, and could be mistaken from a 
distance, by a hurried glimpse for a Bar-tailed Tree-dove excepting 
of course the prominent difference of tail of these two birds. This 
type of Poliocephalns is uncommon in this district; possibly more 
plentiful in Sylhet. Both these types are identical in measurements, 
in their anatomy, song and habits the same ; in nidification usually 
the same. This Cuckoo deposits its eggs in the nest of Jloronds 
fulviventris (523) Fulvous-bellied Hill-Warbler, which has smaller, 
but similarly coloui’ed eggs only much darker chocolate, whilst. Polio- 
cephalus egg is a light reddish brick colour, elongated oval in shape. 
Now and then, on rare occasions a spotlessly white glossy egg laid 
by one or other types of this species is discovered. At one time I 
was inclined to believe that this white egg belonged to the rarer 
rufous-bay coloured bird, but on carefully noting the egg, an ordi- 
narilly marked Poliocephatm was hatched. Later on I satisfied myself 
that the light reddish brick coloured eggs were the usual type of 
eggs belonging to both varieties 1 might say, of I'oHoaphahis. 

(203) Cuculus micro PTE itus, Indian Cuchn, prefers a lower 
elevation than this. Its warning v oice is frequently hoard proceed- 
ing from some jungle, containing a few tall trees, in the gorges 
below Darjeeling. > Micropteins as a rule seems to prefer dense 
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forest*}. I have heard it, from early dawn, continued throughout the 
day, in (thoompahar range, more frequently perhaps at Manibhunjin 
tho thick forest on Nepal frontier whore the spur dips down to the Lit- 
tle Runjeet Valley. It seems iiioessent in its nd\ice to planters in the 
“dumps” to * make more pekoe”; or lull cultivators and crofters to 
“put down seed” in Nepali of course; or “ Bhuta Ivato” to more 
prosperous Lopchas to cut down their crops of Indian corn. 

(tKNUN HIEROCOCCYX ( Hawk-Cvchms) 

/ 

Those birds are more hawk-like in appearance, stouter and heavier 
in build, and feed on fruit, chiefly on Caterpillars. 

(205) 1 Tterococcyx VAKll's, ('ommon II aick-Cuckoo, commonly 
called “Brain-fever bird” is, plentiful in tho plains where its cres- 
cendo notes arc heard to advantage, (1) in spring its song is loud 
and shrill not unlike pcptrfia ! pepecha ! ! pepecha ! ! ! going up the 
scale a higher note each time or perhap# more correctly whi-whecha, 
Sundervall remarks: that each word is pronounced about twice 
nearly in this manner, in the musical scale C. B. B. A. —A. C. C. B.-- 
B. T). D. C., — and it thus mounts tho scale of notes at every .second 
cry, throe or four times, till the note is as high as tho bird can raise 
it, when it makes a short pause and begins anew.” I 11 Bongal 
mrin- s' goes under the name of kok-gaflo or choke-gallo. A romantic 
story is connected with this Cuckoo. The mother of a little Hindu 
bride, sent her old nurse, to visit tho daughter. When she was 
admitted into her presence, she was asked how she was faring. 
According to the custom and requirements of young brides, she could 
not speak, hut her eyes filled with tears. Tho nurse went home to 
the mother and all she could say was, “ chok-gaUo, c/iok-guflo, rholc- 
</allt>”~( her) “eyes aro gone” literally speaking —molted away. 

(207) III erocoocyx spakveuiotdes, Large Haiok-Cuckoo , is fre- 
quently seen in spring in Darjeeling. Tts call is much like rarivs 
and looks like a big Striatic* being about 15 inches in length. Both 
its hill names Nimbinpyeul and Mi pin aro fair representations of its 
song. 

(208) Poly ph Asia nigra, Indian Plain fin: Cuckoo, is often heard 
at about 0,000 feet elevation, where it keeps up a “ wandering 
voice ” call with remarkable Ventriloquistic effect, caused partly by 
holding its head in different direction, and throws out its ichi-vlccu , 

or perhaps more like rr.-ro nt , rc-ncm , all over the hill side 
and jungle. It is with difficulty one can find its whereabouts. 
Closer you get to the bird the further away seems to get tho voice. 
N'igra is 9 inches in longth ; colour of the plumage varies a good 
deal, usually, dusky grey above, with a green gloss ; under tail- 
coverts pure white ; quills dark with a white hand ; tail feathers 
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black with whito bauds and tips ; the remaining underpart aro light 
ashy in colour. 

(210) SntNiG’ULis dior into ides, Drongo or Fork-tailed Cuckoo, is 
rare and only occasionally mot with in Darjeeling. It is Drongo- 
like in appearance, and habits not a little. Plumage is black, with 
a bluish green gloss ; some white on its wings and tail-coverts. Its 
call has the metallic Dicrurus sound. 

(211) Chkysocoocyx Ho no son i, Emerald Cuckoo. This is a 
beautiful little cuckoo, clothed, above in brilliant emerald-green with 
a rich golden gloss ; beneath cross-barred with shining groen. It is 
about {>2 inches in length. It arrives in Darjeeling early in spring, 
just when the trees have adorned thoir emerald-green attire. So 
that ( 'hrysococcg.r is scarcely distinguishable from the foliage, as it 
sits peacefully in a secluded corner of ono or other of the tall bushy 
trees about the place. Tts clear musical whistle is about three notos 
uttered, alone betrays its presence. 

(214) Kl'DYNA.MYS OKIENTALIS, Indian Koel , is found in tlie 
plains, where its clear melodious voice is heard in hot balmy days 
in early spring. As the sweltering heat of summer advances, its 
call becomes more noisy and persistant, kuil, kail,” not unlike its 
name. This species is 1 7 i inches in length ; male is glossy greenish 
black ; female more dusky-greenish with white spots, above, bands 
of white on the tail and wings ; beneath white, spotted and streaked 
with black. 


Suis-Famidy PILEiMCOl’HAIN.F (Malkoha*) 

GENUS ZANCLOSTOMUK 

Bill, compressed and well curved ; wings short and rounded, 4th, 
nth and 6th quills the longest ; tail long and graduated ; tarsus 
longish ; hind too short ; claws curved and sharp. 

(215) Zanclostomvs, tristik, Large Green-billed Malkoha, is in 
appearance not unlike a smallish pheasant, about 23 inches in length ; 
plumage is dark, greenish grey ; wings and tail glossy dark groen, 
the latter feathers tipped white ; bill light green ; crimson papillose 
skin round the eyes, surrounded by longish hair-like, bristly feather 
shafts. Malkoha* have bright coloured bills and conspicuously mark- 
ed bare skin round the orbits, blue, green, and crimson, as the case 
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may be, which give them fairly easy distinguishing marks, no diffi- 
culty need bo experienced in making the acquaintance of these birds, 
although when observed they usually run soon to shelter among 
bamboo clumps or bush-jungle near by where they frequent. They 
lead a solitary existanee and care little for intruders into their sec- 
lusion. Their food is chiefly the larger insects ; grasshoppers, man- 
tides, caterpillars and at times fruit, when procurable on the ground. 


Nun-Fa u i i.y CFNTItO PODIN/E (< hncaU) 

OKNUN CJSNTROPUN 

Birds, with rough spinous plumage ; they might bo called the 
hedgehogs amongst birds. Bill is strong, well curved and high at 
the base ; wings rounded ; tail long, broad and graduated ; tarsus 
long; feet large; hind toe and claw long. 

(217) Centropus RIFTI'KNNLS, Common Concal , or “Crow- 
pheasant” as it is called, is a bird of similar habits to Malkohas. 
It is common in the plains, and can bo seen in most parts of India. 
In general appearance it is plieasant-liko ; typically its hind claw is 
long and dagger shaped ; tail long, broad and graduated. It is par- 
tial to waste lands and unfrequented places, at times found feeding 
on cultivated ground ; short bushy and scrub jungle. Not infre- 
quently in gorges, nullahs and in particular, porhaps, hedge rows, for 
which reason it is called in some parts of India the “Hodgo Crow.” 
Concal has the peculiar accomplishment, it has acquired of raising 
its largo tail over its back, squirrel-like, which strikos one as a hint 
to its would be captors, a sort of “ here’s my tail try a little salt ! ” 
Concal can without much difficulty bo run down by a horseman, in 
the open, as its flight is heavy and lacks the natural intelligence of 
most birds. » Wo are told that Mahomcdans and some of tlio Hindus 
consider this bird a delicacy — roasted. Its cry is a sort of hoop, 
hoop, hoop. 

With this species wo will dismiss Scan sores and pass on to the 
next tribe, a typical group of, as a rule, rich and beautifully coloured 
birds, with usually, long slender, bills, not infrequently curved. 
These birds feed much on pollen and nectar from flowers ; a few of 
the families on insects am 1 berries. 
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TRIBE T E N UI ROST RES. 

' - Are composed of the following families, divided into two 
types : — * 

A. Kiehly coloured ... 1 loney-suckers etc. 

B. Not so richly coloured ... The Creepers .and Hoopoes. 


Fam i liY N ECTAB INI I MS ( I four y-mdvr* ) 

Or Sun-birds, as they are sometimes called, represent in India 
the group known as Humming birds of America, most of the Indian 
species rival in licauty and elegance of form, the famous trans- 
atlantic birds. The metallic brilliancy and splendour of the various 
colours o'f the male Honey-sucker can scarce but arrest your atten- 
tion. These birds either hover lightly over a flower to draw the 
nectar, which lies concealed within the cup or deftly capture an insect 
on the wing. Whilst at work they lack the busy hum produced 
by their fair American cousins, nevertheless they chatter and com- 
plain in quite as pleasant a manner as any of the small birds. 

(223) AhachNOTHKRA -MAGNA, Lot ye Sjniler-llu lifer, which heads 
the list of Tenuirostres , has not the rich metallic colours of the male 
Hoi ley-suckers, nevertheless it has a prettily marked coat. This 
species is 8 inches in length : colour of the plumage is greenish 

yellow, streaked with black, which gives it a dainty attractive appear- 
ance. Bill is long, slightly curved ; tail short. It is a pretty sight 
to see this natty little bird picking off insects from the flowers in 
the warmer valleys and hill sides, below 3,000 feet elevation. Fre- 
quently I have seen them hanging on to big plantain flowers, pro- 
bing its scimitar like bill between the folds for lurking insects, 
spiders it seems to be “dead nuts’’ on. Large Spider-Hunter 

appears quite a giant beside its brethren, the Honey-suekcrs, which 
are on an averago about 5 inches in length. Its predominating size, 
generally strikes one, whon these birds arc found feeding in mixed 
groups of small birds. You see it hovering about the leaves or 
perched on a twig just resting awhile, before another excursion 
among the bright flowers. Most of the members of this tribe are 

active and bustling. Once fairly on the move it is difficult to follow 

the movements of the Spider-Hunter when bent on business, for 
it seldom seems to rest till it has searched every flower. 

GENUS iETHOPYGA 

These are small sized birds ; bill long and curved ; tail graduated, 
elongated central feathers. One might call them the typical genus 
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of the sun-birds. Their plumago is rich and varied with bright, 
metallic gloss. Yon must have frequently noticod these little! birds, 
hardly bigger than a butterfly, in gardens, and where %fe\v' flowers 
adorn the place, more so in spring. It hovers with the gentlest, 
tread, driving its long tubular bill in scented Honey-suckles and 
Wall-flowers with grace and elegance or goes head first into large 
‘Rhododendron flowers, scarcely bending the pendent branches, the 
blossoms are attached to. At times these interesting little birds 
find, the brushing away of thick pollen. too much for their delicate 
eyes, so they pierce, with their long beaks the flower cups, just 
where the honey can bo tapped-, and ‘suck out the juice with im- 
punity. Those little pollen distributers seem to select or discard 
for the day one particular genus or family of plants to draw out the 
tho nectar, with the discrimination of connoisseurs. A few of the 
following species, have representatives in the district: — 

(225) ^ETJIOPYOA milks ,llimihyun Ikd Howy-xuchr, or Yellow- 
backed Honey-sucker as it is sometimes called. This beautiful little 
Sun-Bird is fairly common in spring in our gardens, and more so 
when the Goorbeach (as Lepchas call this tree) is in flower. These 
long tail-like clusters of flowers well stocked with perfume and 
honey attract numl>ers of little birds, also when the gorgeous look- 
ing Red Rhododendrons are in bloom. It arrives in early spring 
and loaves again about end of July. They breed in more wooded 
parts of the district between 6,000 and 7,000 foot elevation. Their 
nests are difficult to find as they are artfully hidden away among dense 
foliage. Suspended to a twig, a flask shaped construction of moss, 
well interwoven, and plastered without with cob-webs ; inside is 
neatly lined with soft silky fibres, usually collected from orchid seed 
pods, or other flowering parasites. This little pear-shaped abode 
is entered, from tho side, eggs are small, oval in shape, white in 
colour finely streaked and speckled at the large end. This bird 
can be made out by its dark sanguineous colour, on lesser wing- 
coverts, back and about the heart ; upper tail coverts dark green ; 
rump bright yellow ; wings brownish green ; breast brilliant scarlet- 
carmine ; under parts of the body brownish green. Mika is 6 inches 
in length. 

(226) TEtjiopyoa VnsoitsfT, Viokt-eamJ Ikd Hmtn/-aucbr. Though 
a rarer bird up here than Mika, it is occasionally seen flitting about 
the flowers. It appears to have a greater amount of motallic green. 
It has scarlet on tho throat, neck and breast ; shoulders and scapu- 
lars are sanguineous ; bright yellow on the lower back, forms a big- 
ger patch than Milea has. Tho shining violet feathers are not easily 
observed, as Honey-suckers are restless little birds. It has violet 
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alxiut tho oar-coverts also a lino of these feathers from chin to the 
breast. Vigorsii is 5 inches in length. 

(227) JfrHOPYGA Gouldi/E, Purple-tailed lion ey-sueker, is. a much 
rarer species than dither of the proceeding ones. It appears more 
at home below 6,000 ’feet elevation. Where it is occasionally seen. 
It seems to prefer denser cover, not infrequently beside a- running 

• stream. -This bird is usually made out by its deep crimson lesser 
wing coverts, rich and glossy ; violet on crown of tho head, throat 
and shoulders ; deep crimson back and scapulars ; bright yellow 
breast, abdomen tinted with scarlet. 

(228) ^Ethopyoa ionicaitda, Fire-taiM lied Honey-sucker. This 
pretty Sun-Bird visits Darjeeling in spring. They are frequently mot 
with in flower-gardens. It is bigger than the proceeding species 
being 7 inches in length. Its scarlet upper -tail co\ cits, about tho 
head and middle tail feathers turning to crimson, soon attracts 
attention ; head violet, back of the neck and back rich scarlet ; 
under parts bright yellow, under tail coverts greenish. 

(229) TKthopyua Nipalknsis, Maroon-bached Honey-Mucker , might- 
lie called the common Sun-Bird in Darjeeling. It arrives early in 
spring. It is distinguished by its bright yellow breast tinged with 
flame-colour ; neck and back dark maroon-red, rump bright yellow ; 
brilliant steel-green on the head and upper tail-coverts; sorao olive 
about the wings. 

f231) -tEthopyojA s ATI 'RATA, Black-breasted Honey-sucker , is a 
much darker coloured bird, nevertheless quite as elegant and pretty 
as any of the specios. Its prominent and typical glossy black breast, 
and more sombre attire, relieves the dazzling luster and beauty of 
its congenors when met with amongst a mixed group. It remains 
in Darjeeling during the cold weather and has been found in spring 
up to 9,000 feet elevation. 

It will doubtlessly be noticed that only males of the Honey- 
suckers have been described. Females are sombre coloured, the 
species are not so readily distinguished from each other in their wild 
state, though they are easily made out from other birds. 


Sub-Family DICgEIN^F ( Flourrpeckers J 

Are small sizecl birds, different in structure and characteristics, 
nevertheless there is a similarity between them and the previous 
group. Here you have a decided change in shape of bill, which is 
short, These birds feed freely on pollen and insects. 
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GENUS DICTUM 

Have short compressed bills, broad at the lwise, lq^gisli wings ; 
tail short. Nono of these birds, which are commonly known as soft- 
hilled flowerpeckers, are either plentiful or rowdily met with in Dar- 
jeeling, or the district. Most of thorn are seen on rare occasions. 

* ’ , * * 

(*241) Myzanthk iGNFPKfTUs, Fi re.-lireuste.il Floiverpccke* % though 

fairly common in Sikkim, is rarely seen in Darjeeling. It prefers 
an elevation of from 5,000 to 6,000 feet. My~unthr is 3v inches in 
length. It is usually made out by the vermilion patch on the breast ; 
above, black glossed with purple and green : quills blackish ; under 
parts buff. These Flowerpeckers are not nearly so colnmon or 
friendly as their hard-billed brethren say (623 633) ; those are 

birds of smallish size, about 3 to 4 inches in length, Which are 
plentiful and social in Darjeeling. Care must be taken, in the Held, 
not to mistake such birds as Minla (61 h) <»• FUinnukeps, Flame 
fronted Flowerpecker (633) for Mf/uint/ie as I have occasionally seen 
done, or one or of her of J'/ff/lloftcojriittr for soft-billed Flowerpeckers : 
when viewing birds in their wild state. However when we come fo 
Hard-billed Flowerpeckers, we will find ourselves, doubtlessly more 
at home among old friends in Darjeeling, possessing a personality 
quite their own. 


Family CERTIIIADvE ( Creeper*) 

These birds form the second group, we found Tcmtirostres com- 
]>osed of. They aro represented by two types (i) Certhiiuv, True 
Groupers, (ii) SWhue, Nuthatches. 

(i) Sub-Family CKRTH1NJE (True Creepers) 

So called on account of their peculiar mode of living and habits 
generally. Birds of typical structure, they comi>ose, also link up a 
big and varied class, of birds, with more or less Tenuirostral ten- 
dencies. They are of small size 5 to 6 inches in length. Bill acute 
and compressed, generally long ; feet large, with hind toe and claw 
large ; plumage sombre, having a mottled appearance, which aids 
these birds not a little in their vocation of creeping up a perpendi- 
cular wall or tree, making them less liable to detection from would 
be enemies. Very few of the tree- or wall-creepera are met with in 
Daijeeling itself. In the district they are frequently seen either 
at an elevation above Darjeeling or below according to the distribu- 
tion of each particular species. 
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(244) Ckhthia Nipalensik, Nepal Tree-creeper, is found usually 
over 9,000 feot elevation. It is 5 A inches in length ; plumage is 
rufous-browrf, with whitish spots and streaks, moro prominent on 
the head ; upper tail coverts ferruginous ; quills brown with a light 
wing-bar ; tail light chesnut, feathers pointed ; broast white tinged 
brown on the sides ; lower tail coverts and flanks ferruginous. 

(245) Cekthia discolor, Sikkim Tree-creeper, is found about 
4,000 feet, occasionally it visits Daqeeling in the rains. In length 
it is 6 inches ; colour brownish chesnut, above, spotted with white ; 
lower back (rump) and tail-coverts are ferruginous ; tail feathers, 
pointed, light brown in colour. This bird is more frequently seen 
in the outskirts of Darjeeling. Like most of the Truo-Creepers it 
is wren-like in habits, but more active than nuthatches when hunt- 
ing for insects on trees. Nipalensis (244) is usually found on high 
altitudes, on the Singalillas, and in Sikkim. It is smaller in size 
than discolor, and distinguished from it, by well defined spots of 
white on tho head ; deep ferruginous on lower-back and tail-coverts ; 
under parts white. 

(247) Tichodroma mitraria, licd-wiiujcd Wall-creeper, which we 
might consider the most interesting and beautiful of Certhhuv. 
Its bill is very long, slender and a little curved, having a cylindrical 
appearance ; wings long (typical of this group), 4th and 5th quills 
the longest ; tail soft and short ; toes long and thin ; hind toe very 
long. Lepchas call this bird Lamdong-pho. It is often met with, 
hunting, precipitous rocky sides of our jhoras (water-courses), for 
insects, a good deal lower than Darjeeling. Some time ago, I saw 
a number, on the “Singtam slip” (land-slip). It was a pretty sight 
to watch these birds, busy at work Their light cinereous-grey 
bodies, with wings and wing-coverts carmine and red, Hashed in the 
sunlight. It is not often, one meets birds spread out in a perpen- 
dicular position to where you are observing them, fluttering their 
dainty little wings in the bright sunshine, like so many big butter- 
flies. This bird is much bigger than the ordinary run of tree- and 
wall-creeper, it is about 7 inches in length. 


(ii) Sub-Family SITTINGS ( Nuthatches) 

Though closely connected with the creepers, they differ a good 
deal from them. Bill is fairly long, straight, stout and compressed 
at the tip; rictal bristles strong; wings pointed 1st primary less 
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than half the longth of the ‘2nd ; tail in most of tlio species, short 
and square. One species at least is fairly common in Darjeeling. 
The nuthatch climbs with ease. It works up the side of a tree 
with great facility, after the manner of woodpeckefs, only with 
greater agility and can come down again head-first when disposed to 
do so, an accomplishment Picido < never acquire. This development of 
enforced climbing has given the nuthatch a well developed hind toe 
and inner front toe dwarfed. They feed chiefly on insects, occa- 
sionally a berry or two. In size they are small about 5l inches in 
length. Comi*arcd with Woodpeckers, they apparently have a closer 
"affinity to Yungipicm pigmy Woodpeckers. Nuthatches get their name 
from the partiality British species show for nuts, w hich they store up 
for a rainy day. Out in India and, may ho more so, in the Hima- 
layas these birds arc not so thrifty. Doubtlessly too much familiar- 
ity with insects, has bred a contempt for storing, as for nuts, they 
seem to have discarded altogether such luxuries. Like Picida < they 
seem to have fallen back on insectivorous diet. 

(24N) Sit'L'A Him a lay KN.sis, / Phitedt tiled Nut ha fell , may nowand 
fhon be seen in spring, in thickly wooded parts of Darjeeling; but 
like angel’s visits, it is becoming, each year rarer, owing to the 
ruthless cutting down of fine picturesque timber trees, llimalayeu- 
s/'v though much like in colour and habits to other species, has a 
biggish white patch on the tail J , two central rectriees, the remaining 
tail-feathers whitish tipped. llimalaynid < is about +■> inches in 
length. 

(251) SlTTA Cl N N A MOM EO V KNTR I S, Cinnamon-bellied Nuthatch, is 
the commonest species we have in Darjeeling not unlike the former 
bird. Tt makes a poculiar toak-toolc-fouk noise and is usually seen, 
working its way up the bark of ti’ees, tapping for insects. I have 
frequently seen them in Silver Spring forest, or rather all that’s left 
of this once fine forest, and the more wooded portions above the 
house. This nuthatch is readily recognised by its predominating 
plumbeous colour; bright cinnamon or chesnut breast and abdomen. 
It has a black streak on side of the head ; tail black, with a white 
spot on the inner web of the feathers, not always conspicuous. These 
nuthatches are usually scon in pairs, but generally a bit apart, 
climbing different trees or proceeding along the lateral branches. 
Between their labours they keep up a cheerful took-tooJc note to keep 
each other within thoir cull, I take it, for they are extremely active 
and cover a good bit of ground in their peregrinations. How these, 
and many other birds don’t get lost and ever come together again 
is marvellous. I have carefully marked pertain pairs, on several 
occasions and have not infrequently found the one with the other 
year by year. This nuthatch is 5f- inches in length. 
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(252) SiTTA FORMOSA, Beautiful Nuthatch, is by far t ho loveliest 
of the group and one of the prettiest little birds to be found any- 
where. £t has so many bright colours, beautifully blended on so 
small a figure (compass). Varieties of shades and kinds of blue 
and other colours : cobalt-blue, azure-blue, verdigris-blue, lavender, 
rusty brown and patches and spots of black and white are all found 
on this heautiful nuthatch. Which glisten and show out in the sun- 
shine looking bright and vivacious, much more so, in the live-bird 
than in a stuffed specios. The difference being between livo colours 
and dead colours, if I may be permitted to say so. This nuthatch 
is to be found in Sikkim or Tongloo, also at Senchal ; but not so 
frequently at this latter place. Sitfa fonuom is at its best, in spring, 
when it adorns its wedding garments. In length it is 7 J inches ; 
irides dark brown. 


Family UPUPIlUE (UwpK*) 

This brings us to the 3rd group of 7« uni /W 


•Si’jj-Family UPUPINvE (Hoopoe*) 

Are birds so well-known to residents in Ihe plains, ehielly owing 
to their typical forms, markings and characteristics, that it scorns 
scarcely necessary to introduce the hoopoe. Its bill is very long, 
curved and compressed ; head is crested with long and spotted 
feathers ; tail broad. Thoso birds are terrostrial in habits and feed 
on insects — grasshoppers, etc. Gait is elegant and easy, not lack- 
ing in dignity. Hoopoe’s call is lively, a familiar, whoop, whoop, whoop, 
which is oftener heard during the rainy season, when wo have a 
nice break of sunshine, in the weather, after a “ down pour.” Its 
crest is generally erect and most conspicuous by its absence when 
depressed or trailing over its shoulders. The Hoopoe is uncommon 
in Darjeeling. 

GENUS UPUPA 

Bill very long, slightly curved and compressed ; crest large ; 
wing long, 4th quill longest; tail broad, of 10 feathers; tarsus mode- 
rate, with scuta? in front ; claws short ; hind claw long. 
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(251) Upoiw k pops, European Hoopoe is found at high eleva- 
tions, more frequently on tho Himalayas. It has more white about 
the body than the Indian species. Size about 12 inches in length. 
This Hoopoe visits Darjeeling in winter, from Europe, most probably. 

(255) Upopa nigripennis, Indian Hoopoe , is smaller in size, 
being about 10| inches in length. Nigripennis is the common Hoo- 
poe found in the plains where it is a winter visitant chiefly. It 
differs but little in colour from its congener. Indian Hoopoe is 
found at most places in the plains. “ It frequents groves of trees, 
thin forest jungles, gardens, the neighbourhood of villages, and old 
deserted buildings, mosques, tombs and large mud walls.” 


TRIBE DENTIROSTRES 

This brings us to the big Dentirostral Tribe, with its ramifica- 
tions of families, sub-families, genera and species. This group 
presents many interesting types of birds. They have more or less 
typically shaped bills ; similar prevailing characteristic and habits ; 
similarities in structure. Upper mandible is notched in most of 
the families, having a noticeable “ tooth,” as it is commonly called, 
a sharp curved tip, which aids the bird to tear the fruit or what 
food it habitually subsists upon ; not infrequently to dear away 
bark, fibres, moss and loaves from the ground, in its search for 
food ; or rip up big beetles, insects and sickly small birds, in the 
case of Lanins (lahtora). Some of our finest songsters belong to this 
group. All the warblers are found in this tribe ; and those prim 
lady like birds the Wag- tails. Fork-tails, Red starts and Robins, 
and we might add Pipits, to this somewhat select class of birds ; 
but we must not overlook the claims to refinement, and elegance of 
numbers of other birds, prominent among which are fantails and 
flycatchers. The warblers and their allied species, possess a com- 
plicated lower larynx, acted on by pairs of muscles which aid 
these line songsters in the production of thoso musical trills and 
refrains, all true lovers of nature delight to listen to. 

Birds of this tribe have strong bills, of moderate length, toothed 
at the tip, in some of the groups more distinctly notched. 

They are represented by the following families : — 

I. Laniadas (shrikes) birds of moderate size ; beaks strong, 
compressod and possessing a well developed “ tooth on upper man- 
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dible. They feed on insects, small, defective, birds and mammals 
which they usually capture on the ground, then return to their 
IKjroh, to cat. 

II. MrsciCAiMD.fi ( Flycatcher *) comprise, birds of small size; 
bill typically much depressed, broad at the base. Rictal bristles 
well developed, which aid thorn in holding insects, captured on tho 
wing. 

III. Merclidjg ( Thrushes) most of these birds feed and re- 
main much on the ground, in preference to perching on trees ; bill 
compressed, of moderate size and strength ; rictal bristles undeve- 
loped. 

IV. Bkaohypodid.E. These are thrushes with short legs and 
feet, Bulbuls and Orioles. All of them are arboreal in habits; 
seldom seen on the ground. They live principally on fruit, when 
procurable, and soft berries ; but they often have to fall back on 
insectivorous diet. 


V. Sydviad.U ( W urhh'rs) small birds, as a rule, with slender 
bills, a sort of isosceles triangle in shape ; longish tarsi. These 
birds feed chiefly on insects, at times are seen on the. ground, goner 
ally on trees and bushes. 


VI. A.Mi’ELlP.n. This last group, takes in all the remaining 
forms of structure, habits and peculiarities of Dentirostres. None 
of these birds can be placed with assurance in any of the foregoing 
families. They comprise birds of varied types— Hill-Tits, • the hard- 
billed birds including the True Tits, and the remaining type of 
Flowerpeckers, Shrike and Thrush-Tits, and Accentores. Majority 
of them are found on tall bushes, evergreen recesses or scrub-jungle 
on the hill slopes, favoring places which are in dose proximity to 
springs and water-courses. Some, of these birds are bright and 
beautifully marked, others again are dull, sombre in colour, and pre- 
fer secluded haunts. Their bills are of tho most part stout and 
somewhat conical in appearance. 
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I. Family LANIADiE ( Shrikes) 

Are composer! of the following Sub-Families : — 


m (i) Laniaile ... True Shrikes, having large bills. 

(ii) MalaconotiNtE ... Bush Shrikes, bills larger, feed chiefly 

on insects. 

(iii) Dichurtn.h ... Drongo Shrikes, with long depressed 

bills, tails long and forked. 

(iv) Aktamin.k ... Swallow Shrikes. Bill short; tail 

short, wings long and swallow- 
like in appearance. 

(v) Campepmagin.k ... ('uekoo Shrikes. Bill wide at the 

base, slightly hooked ; feed on 
insect s ; tail more or less racket 
shaped —Cuckoo-like, also their 
plumage to some extent. 


Sub-Family LANIAN^R (True shrikes) 

Birds with slightly parrot or hawk-like bills, strongly notched, 
having a prominent, overlapping “tooth” or hook; claws sharp. 
Most of these Shrikes are dull plumage* l birds. The Lahtora chiefly, 
rivals some of the mammals in cruelty. True Shrikes appear to have 
a partiality for “high game.” They usually empale their victims, on 
big sharp thorns, which surround their larders, they not infre- 
quently maintain, which is generally, ou a leafy thorn-bush or tree. 
It is suggested, that, th’s is to soften the meat for which they are 
screwing up an appetite. I have seen a sickly little bird thus em- 
paled, calling out loudly for help, and Lahtora, looking on with grim 
satisfaction, in fact it hardly heeded me, when I turned my atten- 
tion, to it, and knocked it off its perch with No. 8 shot, from a 
collector’s gun. The only good quality I can see, just at present, 
in these Shrikes, is the warning cry of lahtora , — shrike ! shrik-e ! ! 
uttered in an excitable manner, while it skims over long lemon grass 
in the Terai jungles. Every now and again the warning note is 
heard, directing your attention, by shooting down in a perpendicu- 
lar flight, towards a spot where the monarch of the forests, you 
have gone out to hunt may bo, is stalking you, slowly, prowling like 
a great cat to take you unawares. Those useful acts of service, are 
certainly a redeeming characteristic, which Lahtora possess, along 
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with two or three othor birds, which we will notice hereafter. 
These warning notes, and temporary anxiety for their safety, has 
saved many a shikarie’s lifo. Not a few birds show a desire for pro- 
tecting the weak against the strong. Hoad of the True Shrike is 
largo. It has a conspicuous black eye-streak ; wings long ; gictal 
bristles ample ; tail longish and graduated. The sexes of Lanin. x, 
are alike in colour. Very few of these Shrikes come up to our 
elevation either to breed or to escape the inclement weather, else- 
where. Most of the species prefer the warm valleys. Tins species 
more frequently observed in Darjeeling is : 

(258) LaNILs TEI’Il RONOTt'S, Grey-htcM Shrike. It is seen 
oftener in winter, in Darjeeling. It flies fairly high and keeps a 
good deal to the tops of taller trees, excepting when foraging. 
Small birds have a marked dread of this Shrike, quite as much as 
the kestrel, whose voice it appears to imitate. It is 10 inches in 
length. It can generally be made out by its dark ashy colour, above ; 
wings and tail are dusky brown ; foreneck, breast and upper part 
of the abdomen white ; ferruginous below ; reddish on upper tail 
coverts and lower back ; head, scapulars and back dark ashy grey. 
The black, eye-streak prevalent in this group is not so prominent in 
this species. 

(25b) Laniuk l.YHTORA, Indian Gref/ Shrike, which, was men- 
tioned in the introductory remarks, is more at home at a lower 
altitude. Tt has a wide geographical distribution and is found in 
most places in the plains. The “ Butcher bird” as lahtora is com- 
monly called is about 10 inches in length ; bluish or iron-grey in 
colour ; wings are black also the middle tail feathers ; wings have a 
broad white Iwmd. 


Sub-Family MALACONOTINyE, ( l Foal Shrike s) 

Are more arboreal in their habits ; they are seldom or over seen 
on the ground, like Lcmms when making a capture. Their bills are 
longer and more compressed ; wings longer than the true shrikes ; 
tail shorter; tarsus short; feet small and feeble. These shrikes 
feed on insects, occasionally on berries. 

(263) Tkphrodornis pelvica, Nepal IFood Shrike, is rarely seen 
in Darjeeling. It is more frequently met with in the woods, beside 
Runjeet and Teesta rivers. This wood-shrike is nearly 9 inches in 
length. It is pale ashy brown in colour, above ; darker on the pri- 
1 jnaries and tail. It has a fairly conspicuous, white lower back 
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(rump) ; a black streak about tho eyes ; underparts of the body are 
whitish tinged with red on the breast. Those birds are shy ; and 
hide among denser foliage, when seen they are usually capturing 
insects on the wing or hunting for caterpillors. 

#67) Hemipus pro ati; k, IMtle Puul-Shrike, is seldom seen over 
5,000 feet. Like most of its kind, it prefers well wooded parts 
of tho district or thick jungle undergrowth, where it appears to 
associate freely with small birds about the place. Not infrequently 
it is found beside hill streams. It is 5 inches in length and is roadily 
distinguished. Male is black on the back and scapulars ; white 
lower back (rump) ; white wing band ; tail feathers, white tipped ; 
beneath, the body plumage is white. 

(269) Volvocivoha MELASOH1STOH, Dark-grey Cuckoo-shrike, is 
fairly common in Darjeeling, and could be mistaken, at a hurried 
glance for one of the Hock-thrushes. It is about 10 inches in 
length. Its plumage is plumbeous and appears bluish among the 
green foliage ; quills and toil black ; pale grey beneath ; bill and legs 
black ; irides hazel. This Cuckoo-shrike is seen more frequently 
here in spring, at no great distance upon the trees, at times nearer 
the top, usually gliding about the big lateral branches in search of 
insects and beetles. Its song is musical, which is uttered at inter- 
vals, during the day. 

GENUS GRAUCALUS 

Hill strong, deep, wide at the base, ridge curved and hooked ; 
rictal bristles weak ; wings long and pointed ; toil rounded at the 
tip ; claws large and curved. 

(270) Graucata'S MACKI, Large Cuckoo-shrike, is also, occasionally 
found in Darjeeling. It is more abundant at a lower elevation. 
This species is not unlike a large Hawk-Cuckoo in appearance. In 
habits it differs, being shy and avoids exposure. Its call, at times 
is harsh and grating ; but its song is musical which sounds like a 
soliloquy ; but when token by surprise, it lots you know that you 
aro intruding on its privacy. It feeds much on insects, occasionally 
on fruit and berries. This Cuckoo-shrike is 12 inches in length; 
plumage above is light plumbeous-grey ; toil blackish, tipped white ; 
breast light groy ; lower parts white, below the breast cross striped ; 
bill blackish ; irides dark coloured. It is the light grey colour, with 
the cross-stripes, appearing like horizontal lines, and racket tail 
which, at a passing glance, at times, mistakes this species, for the 
Hawk-Cuckoo or ono of the hawks and gets accidently shot, as a 
marauder of poultry-yards and pigeon-coo] »s. Its head is big. Its 
heavy, clumsy looking bill with widish, inflated margin at the base, 
cannot be mistakon. • 

9 
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The second group of CaiHpephayiiur is a different type of bird: 
smalHn size and prettily coloured. 

GENUS PERIC ROCOTU S, (Minivets) 

Comprise of birds, much smaller in size, and are somo the 
most gorgeously plumaged among Deutiiwfre .«, which up to this point, 
have been birds of the most part, of sombre colours. Minivets 
visit us in spring, when those bright scarlet (males) birds, which 
might aptly be called “ the flame of the forest,” are frequently seen, 
with their glossy black heads and wings, as the case might be, of 
the males, with their bright yellow coloured mates, enjoying a little 
friendly chase among taller trees in the garden or perched on the 
tip of a bushy evergreen, kharSni tree (ash) warbling a pleasant 
song of contentment and pride. Rill of these birds is moderately 
long, fairly broad and high at the base, culmen a bit curved ; rictal 
bristles slight ; wings moderate, 4th and 5th quills the longest ; tail 
long, oute'r feathers graduated ; tarsus and feet short and limited ; 
claws curved. The two species, which are common in Darjeeling, 
are the Large and Short-billed Minivets. 

(273) Pericrocotus brevirostris, Short-trilled Minivet, is oftener 
seen in Darjeeling, where it is fairly common. It seems to think 
that there is no other bird more beautiful than its sweetheart. The 
greater part of a spring morning you can hear it calling out “pretty, 
pretty , pretty!” and its mate replies, “sweet” in a most satisfactory 
manner. It arrives a good bit before speeiostM and builds its nest 
usually on oak or tall evergreen trees. It constructs a delicate 
shallow cup shaped nest, which is placed between forked twigs. 
Eggs are broad-oval in shape, richly blotched and streaked brownish 
red and pale purple, on a greenish white ground colour. Tirerirosfns 
is about 7 £ inches in length ; deep crimson in colour ; blue-black 
on the head, neck, upper part of the back, wings and a few of the 
tail feathers ; wings with specks of crimson, also a conspicuous wing 
spot. In the female yellow takes the place of crimson. 


Sub-Family DICRURINiE ( Drongos) 

Most of the birds found in this group are common in India, 
some species, more so, have a wide distribution, whilst others pre- 
fer certain localities. A number of these species are represented in 
Daijeeling and the district, where they retire to breed in spring and 
.during the rains. As a rule these birds, lof© the warm sunny climes 
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best. Typically, Drongos are of slender form and build, clothod 
with black glossy plumage and adorned with long forked tails. Their 
flight is graceful, rapid and strong. Bill is largish, wide at the base, 
thick, curved and notched at the tip ; rictal bristles strong and 
nuwflfrou.s ; legs short ; feet small. 

(278) Dicrurus macrocercvs, Common Drongo, or Drongo- 
Nhrike as it used to be called ; or king-crow by residents in India ; 
and “ kotwal ” by Indians. These names aptly certify to certain 
useful qualifications, this species possess. For the Common Drongo 
is on a fairly secure footing, with rascals in the shape of crows and 
other mischievous birds, even that hardened sinner Milvns Govinda , 
the common kite, holds this species of Drongo in respectful estima- 
tion and prefers to solicit its service^ no doubt acting on the prin- 
cipal which governs not a few rules of bird life, such as, “ a good 
friend, but a bad enemy,” or the law which no amount of bird legis- 
lation can upset “ let him hold who has the power, and let him keep 
who can,” which rules of the game in foraging, both common kite 
and the crow scientifically known as Comm Spleiulem, tenaciously 
adhere to. This Drongo is well-known so requires no special intro- 
duction. It feeds chiefly on insects, usually caught in the air. 

At times should a dainty morsel present itself, it will follow 
hard after it, and secure it on the ground in a, somewhat, charac- 
teristic manner. This bird is social and seems to prefer the haunts 
of man, principally, the homely Indian cultivator. It is often seen 
perched on backs of cattle, relieving them of flies which torment 
their peaceful grazing, or may bo, at times, merely onjoying the 
novelty of a free ride. The king-crow is 12 inches in length ; bill 
longish, stout, depressed at the base. 

(280) Dicri Ri s LON< ; 1C AU datus, Long-tailed Drongo , is fairly 
common in Darjeeling, where it arrives generally amongst the first 
of our spring birds. When this Drongo makes its appearance you 
may bo certain that wintry weather has ceased, for a certainty and 
no more surprises are to be experienced in the shape of ‘Cold 
waves.” This bird though very like the “king-crow” in appear- 
ance, is generally made out by its longer tail. Longicaudatm is not 
quite 12 inches in length. Its plumage is glossy bluish black; bill 
is depressed at the base ; tarsus very short ; tail long, consequently 
it would experience some difficulty to rising off the ground, were 
it occasionally to land like the “ king-crow ” when in persuit of an 
injured winged tprmito or other insect. This Drougo’s song is 
musical at the same time, having the metallic Drongo like sound. 
White-bollied species has a prettier note than Longicaudatm. It is 
partial to warmer elevations also Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo, both 
these species are uucomnfbn and keop much to certain localities. 
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(• 2 H\) Kwor.il's iWKVM.sKl s, l.nnjr Uurb I /nil"/ Urouyu, tomtit her 
M-itli lihrim/o />•/// i/re (2S:>) go to form two beautiful ami elegant 
species. Their long tail feathers, which droop gracefully down o\cr 
the branch, the birds arc penhed on, more especially purmlkru . <, is 
particularly striking. The lengthened outer tail feathers are nearly 
i>() inches, comprise, chiefly a Ion*: black barb, with a black feathery 
web at its tip, the inner web only, with a twist down side up. It 
is a pleasure to watch these beautiful Drongos in the warm \ alleys 
on tall trees, beside the Kunjeet or one of the hi# rivers. Flight 
of these birds is usually undulating, when proceeding any distance, 
l»ut wlien making short sallies, their movements aro graceful, more 
particularly when observed on the hunt for insects on the wing. 
They shoot up, rocket like, deftly secure the prey, then return to 
their perch. Then again, one can’t help admiring, the ease with 
which these birds protect and handle, without any apparent obstruc- 
tion, their long posterior appendages. No high born dame o\ er 
carried hor court-train with greater grace. In shape and colour, 
Dkrurimt' are very similar to each other : a predominating uniform 
black with glossy steel blue. 


>Sup,-Family AKTAMIN.dE ( Swallow-Shrikes ) 

This is last of the groups Shrikes are composed of. These birds 
arc Swallow-like in flight ; in appearance not unlike them ; in habits 
similar. At the same time Swallow-shrikes remind us not a little 
of Drongos to which they have a close affinity. Bill is thick, short- 
ish, wide at the base, deep, and culmen rounded, curved commis- 
sures ; rictal bristles undeveloped ; tarsus and toes short and strong ; 
claws acute and curved ; wings long, 2nd quill the longest ; tail 
short; birds of grey plumage, feed on insects on the wing, much 
like Swallows ; but their flight is not long sustained. 

(287) Aktamts f users, Ashy Seal loic-sh rib; t is found in most 
places in the plains. Not infrequently they may be seen mixing 
freely with Swallows in Darjeeling in their aerial pursuits ; but 
they are seen to greater advantage at a lower elevation below 5,000 
feet where I saw them fairly plentiful, skimming over tea bushes, 
in their hunt for insects, also near hollows and jhoras, which re- 
quired much closer attention than this aerial feeder could afford to 
give ; as Flycatchers and Flowerpeckers scarcely missed a chance 
of securing a passing gnat or mosquito. Swallow-shrikes like their 
sccond'-cousins the swallows prefer clear open country, village clear- 
ings in the jungle and unprotected, bare hill sides. They feed 
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oxelusivel.v on insects, but like the 1 bongos are seen oftener on their 
perches. Their flight is elegant and easy, much like llirnndivhor. 
In some parts of the country it is called Palmyra Swallow, owing 
to its partiality to this palm and other trees of like structure and 
qualities : as their sweet juices attract swarms of insects. These 
Swallow-shrikes are often seen in the plains, more so perhaps than 
in the Himalayas. Skimming over the surface of quiet peaceful 
tanks and lakes. Occasionally they are seen passing to and fro over 
the surface of hill rivers. Their flight is typical : a few rapid flaps 
of their wings, then taking advantage of the impetus gathered, 
they sail with out-stretched wings, either on the straight or exe- 
cuting curves, loops and circles. Their cry is wild, though liawk- 
1 ike in sound. Fuscu* is 7 inches in length ; extent of wings 15 
inches ; bill palo blue ; plumage ashy-grey, with a reddish tinge on 
the back, under parts are white : sexes are alike in colour. 


II. Family MUSGICAPID.E (Flycatcher*) 

The second group of Dentirostrcs, have many interesting repre- 
sentatives in Darjeeling : Flycatchers, appear to be in many res- 
pects well marked out by nature. They comprise birds of small 
size of the most part, feebler bills than Shrikes ; gape fairly wide ; 
strong and numerous rictal bristles, assist them in securing insects, 
on the wing ; legs short and feeble, suitable for the porch from 
whero they make short rapid sallies and usually return to the same 
l>erch. Bill is typical, fairly wide, depressed and shallow, hooked 
and notched at the tip. Without mitering into minor details of 
anatomy and structure, these few leading characteristics will suffice 
to distinguish this typical group of birds. 

They are divided into (i) Mynif/rlnw, (ii) Mn*cicapimv. 


(i) Sujj-Family MYIAGRINTE (True Flycatcher k) 

Comprise, birds with flat triangular' bills ; rictal bristles long, 
numerous and well developed ; feet feeble. They feed on insects, 
chiefly caught on the wing. They are restless in their habits ; all 
their movements aro easy and graceful. It is a pretty sight to 
Avatch these typical Flycatchers at Avork, you can hear, Avithout 
difficulty, the loud snap of their mandibles, at each flick at an 
insect. 
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Wo find three species heading the list are birds found in tho 
plains ; but not ascending the hills. 

GENUS TCHITREA (Paradise Flycatchers) 

Aro not clothed in bright and gay plumage, nevertheless thoy 
form a group of boautiful and gracoful birds. Though some of their 
closely related species are richly adorned. To this genus belongs 
the vory beautiful group of birds known as “ Birds of Paradise ” 
found in the tropics. A no mean representative, is seen on rare 
occasions in the wilds of Burmah. It is known as King Bird of 
Paradise of richer colour than ('iciuwus regins of New Guinea. 
This rare species found in Burmah has a most entrancing' love dance, 
which few human beings have been permitted to witness. Our re- 
presentative in India has generally predominating white plumage. 

(288) Tchitrea PARA Dl 8f, Paradise Flycatcher, seldom gets be- 
yond foot of the hills, where it is found in thickly wooded parts. 
It is frequently observed in more open country. Paradisi is about 
1) inches in length. Its long central tail foathers are about 16 inches 
long, which gives Tchitrea together with its structure and habits a 
beautiful airy appearance on the wing. It is restless and active in 
habits, nover seems to tire in its light wanderings, flitting from 
l>erch to jKjrch with tho lightest tread. It seldom seems to rest or 
ever to land on the ground. Indians have a legend to the effect, 
that this bird was turned out of Paradise for misdemeanours. Cer- 
tainly Paradise Flycatcher looks like a truant bird from Eden. Colour 
of this species is white, with glossy greenish black on the head and 
neck ; black on some of the quills, primaries and secondaries ; head 
crested with hackle like feathers ; bill and eyelids of this species, 
and affinis are cobalt-blue ; irides deep brown. The peculiarity 
about this bird is, changes of colour the plumage undergoes. Ches- 
nut is often met with in place of white, in a big number of birds 
at various seasons of the year. Prevailing white is not infrequently 
the change of colour effected by age of a full grown bird, not by 
any seasonable moulting. The female differs but slightly, the acces- 
sory tail feathers are shorter. This species may well be called “the 
Rocket bird,” owing to its long streaming tail, more obvious when 
on the wing. Paradise Flycatcher is often seen in the plains. Occa- 
sionally it visits gardens £nd orchards. In the district it prefers 
warm valleys and seldom ascends abovo 2,000 feet, at this latter 
elevation in spring. 

(291) Leicocerca Fi'suo v entri 8 , W hit c-thr exited Fantail , is 
the lirst of this interesting family we find in Darjeeling? where it is 
fairly common in the woods. Frequently visiting in company 
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with other small birds, our gardens, ' trees and bushes, near the 
house, searching for insects usually on the wing. A pretty sight it 
is to see, this graceful little Fantail Flycatcher, come waltzing along 
at every turn and twist it takes, opening and closing its fan, as 
though it took a pride in possessing such an accomplishment. Un- 
like the True Flycatchers it often lands on the ground, by the road 
side and deftly, with a graceful, scarcely a few inches off the sur- 
face, in a semicircular flight and sweep of its wings, secures an 
insect, just rising from off tho gravel path, the audible snap of its 
mandibles can be distinctly heard. From a short distance, the plum- 
age of this Fantail appears black ; but a closer scrutiny proves it 
to be sooty-brownigh black. It has a white chin and throat, also 
white tipped tail feathers, which are easily made out. In size /«*- 
covenfru is 7 | inches long ; extent of wings 10 inches; irides are 
deep brown. This bird is called chak-dil or Wheel Dyal.” Male 
has a sweet, clear, merry song, bright and cheerful, often heard in 
spring, uttered whilst it gaily waltzes from branch to branch or 
bush to bush. Usually the song is of four or five notes, running 
down the scale, incomplete, ending abruptly, which produces an irri- 
tating effect on the listener, owing to the sudden break, now and 
then it relieves you by completing the broken scale. This fantail, 
like Tchitrea has light airy movements as though half in play and 
bin, even when it has a more serious project on hand, of nest con- 
struction, which production is a work of art, few birds could make 
a neater job. A beautiful little cup shaped nest attached to a 
single green twig, prettily finished off outside, by winding cobwebs 
tight (?) round it, leaving a frayed out bunch of moss and roots 
below, to make you think, that, it was merely a tangled stray bit 
of herbage caught by tho branches. Should you have the good for- 
tune of discovering this fan tail’s nest, you will see that an expert, 
and master builder has been at work. 

(294) CHELIDORHYNX HYPOXANTIIA, Yellow-bellied Fantail, is a 
pretty little bright yellow coloured bird, which is readily made out, 
when in Darjeeling, restlessly fluttering among tho branches of tall 
trees by side of the road, which passes through tho well wooded 
parts. This fantail has a light gossamer-like flight, when seen, it 
either makes short sallies in the air after insects, or prettily opens and 
closes its fanlike tail. It is a smaller bird than fnscorentris and 
perhaps does not come up to its bigger congener in waltzing accom- 
plishments, nevertheless, its a good second best, any way, in the 
district ; but it has a much lighter tread and all its movements are 
graceful. This little Fantail is found in most places at a high eleva- 
tion, in spring. On the road to Tongloo, in Ghoom forest in par- 
ticular it is frequently observed. Hypoxani/ta is inches in length ; 
extent of wings 6 inches ; plumage is bright yellow, on lower parts, ^ 
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also an eyc-streak of the same colour ; upper parts are dusky ash, 
with a greenish tinge ; some white on the outer tail feathers. This 
fantail has a pretty, soft warble, when at rest on the tip of a big 
evergreen ; this subdued song, so full of rich notes, recalls not a 
little the mellow trills of the canary. 

(295) Crypto i.o ph a cinerko-capiixa, Grey-headed Flycatcher , as 
it is called, owing to its greater display of Mmicapiim tendencies, 
than any of the Myiagriiup. It gives us a convenient link botwoen 
the two sub-families, more obvious perhaps, in birds in their natural 
state. Occasionally it may be seen to flutter its tail in true fantail 
fashion. In habits generally, it rivals typical qualities of the next 
group of Flycatchers. Like most of its family it is a spring \ isit- 
ant. It arrives amongst first of the migratory birds. It is not nearly 
so friendly as the last two fantails. It prefers denser, more luxu- 
riant and secluded bowers, whilst in Darjeeling. In spring, its cheer- 
ful call is often heard, which is not unlike, more musical of course, 
the sound the wheels of a clock would make when wound, a rapid 
mechanical clicking. This merry, lively chir-r-r-r-il is pleasant to the 
ear. It has rather, a stimulating effect on the mind of the listener. 
This bird is bigger than last mentioned species, being about 4” 
inches in length, of a more robust build and temperament; plum- 
age, above, is light yellowish greon, with prominent dark ashy head 
anrl nape. Its typical grey head will always help you to distinguish 
it from other little birds it usually associates with in Darjeeling ; 
rump and upper-tail coverts tinged yellow ; breast pale ashy and 
lower i tarts of the body are a brownish yellow. (. 'imreo-f 'apil/a has 
a pretty song quite apart from the clock- winding cackle, which is 
uttered more as a note of excitability. One of the characteristics 
in flight of this Flycatcher fantail, is a typical mid-air hover poised 
on the wing when securing an insect, this peculiarity in flight is 
often noticed in the kestrel, “ king-crow ” and some of the king- 
fishers; in the hills more often seen in Honey-suckers as they hover 
lightly over a flower to extract the honey. Together with this 
hovering poise on the wing. I have noticed on several occasions 
a peculiarly typical lateral or horizontal motion quickly performed 
from side to side within radius of about a couple of feet or so. 
This peculiar flight I subsequently found was due, more or loss to, 
the anxiety to secure as many mosquitoes it had got in amongst, 
whilst a biggish colony of these insects were fertilizing. The Fly- 
catcher in its act of snapping at the mosquitoos, kopt up a quick 
excited rattle like noise. I have detected in no other species this 
quick lateral, back and forth flight. 



( 73 ) 


Sub-Family MUSCICAPIN/E 

Is the second group of Flycatchers. These birds feed on insects 
partly on the wing, or pick them off the leaves and are fairly at 
home on the ground. The first few, do not often avail themselves 
of this accomplishment. Bill is depressed and moderately wide, a 
little hooked and notched at the tip ; rictal bristles moderate ; wings 
more or less rounded ; tarsus short. As different species are exa- 
mined, the further we proceed down the list, the tarsi are more 
lengthened and strong ; feet usually small ; tail not lengthened. Not 
a few of these birds grade into the Saxicolimv thrushes. Their young 
arc spotted in plumage before they assume their full flodged livery. 

(296) Hkmichelidon fi uginosi'S, Sooty Flycatcher, is frequently 
seen in Darjeeling, perched on the tip of a big bush or tree. When 
on the wing, it is swallow-like in jffqtearance, and gets mixed up 
with t hem, when flying about ; their wings Iteing much shorter, 
they can easily be distinguished. In si/e f all tji meat * is -I i inches ; 
plumage fuliginous-brown ; wings and tail dark ; under parts of the 
body whitish. This bird is more readily distinguished, when mak- 
ing a dash after a rising or passing insect, after the capture it usually 
returns to the perch, it has been sitting on. Faliyina s«.< has a 
shallow bill, wide at the base, narrow tip, scarcely hooked and not- 
ched ; rictals short ; wings long for a Flycatcher, 3rd quill the long- 
est ; tail short ; tarsus short ; feet short. 

(299) AlsHOXA.y FKKKCCilNKrs, Fernujiitou* Flycatcher, though 
not so plentiful as the former bird, it can occasionally be seen in 
Darjeeling. It is generally, made out by its rusty-brown colour. 
Furwrinew is 5 inches in length, above, plumage is brown ; ferru- 
ginous upper tail-coverts ; head tinged olive ; teitiary quills and 
wing-coverts pale chesnut ; tail feathers blackish ; also the remain- 
ing quills ; front of the neck white ; beneath more yellowish ; ferru- 
ginous under tail coverts and flanks. This Flycatcher is seldom seen 
near frequented roads. It seems to have a preference for moro 
solitary places. 

(301) Eumyias mei.a no ps, I'cn liter Flycatcher, as I prefer to call 
it, keeping to the old familiar name of this friendly little bird, which 
brings to mind so many fond associations of the past. This bird 
is sometimes called Spring Flycatcher, which is typical of its un-. 
failing qualification of being among the first of the visitants to 
arrive in Darjeeling, the first bright cheerful day after a somewhat 
dreary winter. This pretty little bird is perhaps one of the com- 
monest and best known of our Darjeeling birds. It is frequently 
soon, in spring to soar up and up, as do the. sky-larks, warbling 
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sweetly and lark-like as it rises, as ever one would like to hear and 
see, but being a Flycatcher, it, never disappears “far o’er the downy 
cloud,” nevertheless, it goes a good height for so small a bird. It is 
usually an insect, which sends it soaring up, it returns to the same 
porch. It is pretty to watch in descending, with its light out- 
stretched wings, when nearing its perch it slowly and buoyantly 
dives down to the tip of the evergreen, it had sat on and trilled its 
song. This little ‘ blue-bird,” as it is popularly called, and the Yel- 
low-bellied Fantail (294) display similar habits. They warble in 
those warm balmy spring days in May, a song clear and rich ; scarcely 
inferior to some of our well-known Warblers. 

GENUS MUSCICAPULA 

These birds grade into J,he Redbreasts and robins (other than 
the Saxicolina? robins). They are birds with feebler bills, depressed 
and wide at the base, a sort of isosceles triangle, when viewing 
the bill from above, bill is not so well notched or hooked as the 
proceeding groups ; tarsus slender ; toes slight, middle toe lengthened. 

(312) Mt’SClCAIH’LA SAPP11JKA, Snpp/ure-Jirat/ei? FI l/at fclicr, though 
a fairly uncommon bird, it is occasionally met with in forests and 
jungles. It lives a solitary life among thick bushes and undergrowth. 
It is 42 inches in length ; bill black ; irides dark brown ; plumage of 
the male above is purplish tinged dark blue, darker about the upper 
tail-coverts ,• crown of the head sapphirine blue ; black about the 
sides of the head; purple, breast and front of the nook, a centre 
line down the breast ferruginous ; quills and tail black with blue 
edgings to the feathers ; under parts of the body white. The female 
displays more olive. 

GENUS NILTAVA 

Is a much more interesting group, from our point, of view than 
M'ltscicnpulu, chiefly owing to the tameness of Sttwltun and the fre- 
quency with which one meets this species in Darjeeling. These are 
birds of rich and bright plumage ; robin-like in the trust and con- 
fidence they repose on our good nature. Bill of Nilfnra , is short,, 
stout and less prominently depressed, compressed at the tip and 
strongly notched ; bill is not so wide as the foregoing birds ; unreal 
and rietal bristles and plumes, short and weak ; wings long and 
rounded 5th quill, longest ; tarsus slender and short ; middle toe 
lengthened ; plumage of the male is black, with rich blue markings ; 
female pale brown with a few lilac feathers on the neck. Those 
birds are frequently observed on the land, differing from Truo Fly- 
catchers ; but are equally at home on branches of bushos. 
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(3 1 -U N (LTAVA Sl'NDAKA, Ilufoas/x'II in! Fairy IUw~< 'hat, this 
beautiful bird is about G.J inches in length ; wing extent 10 inches. 
In general characteristics it takes the place in Darjeeling, the English 
Robin does in the homeland, more than any other bird we have here 
does, in spring and during the rains. In winter one of the red- 
starts is more in evidence, llutfcWa frontalis (503) Blue-fronted Red- 
start chiefly. The male is bright smalt-blue, above, head, nape, 
shoulders lower back and upper tail-coverts ; wings black, edge with 
a little blue ; tail. dark blue, feathers black on the inner web ; breast 
and lower parts bright ferruginous ; rest of the plumage is deep 
black ; hides dark brown. Female is light olive lvrown, with a few 
lavender blue feathers on sides of the nock. 

(315) Nl LTAVA MAtJUKKiORl.K, Final l Fairy Jiltia-t. 'hat, is much 
rarer and difficult to find. It is lipid and seelusivc in its habits. 
It is now, seldom seen in Darjeeling owing partly to the systematic 
clearing away of jungle undergrowth, which used to be valuable 
cover for small birds, also the ruthloss shooting of inoffensive little 
birds. One would have a better chance of falling in with the small 
Fairy Blue-Clmt, in some of the seclushe retreat in Choom forest, 
or on Birch hill. It is 5 inches in length. Black predominates 
the plumage of the male ; colour above is rich violet purple : fore- 
head and neck spots are brilliant ultramarine ; wings and tail black, 
feathers edged blue : breast violet-blue ; lower parts of the body 
are dusky ash in colour. 

(31 G) JVfLl A VA OHANIUS, Laron Fairy Jiliaj-f '/nit, is the giant 
or large species of Xi/fara genus. This bird is a little more accom- 
rnodating than the Small Blue-Chat ; hut it does not show itself on 
such a liberal scale as Sandora. Its bright and beautiful colours 
come as a surprise when least expected. Whilst the hill track you 
arc biking leads through some dense forest glado. This biggish 
bird silently rises for a minute or two to settle on a bush before 
you, startled at your approach, out of a dark recess or corner of the 
hill and forest, whero a spring gushes out of the side of the bank. 
Its flight on such occasions is light, easy and butterfly-like, as 
it alights on a perch. Tt is usually found *near springs, water- 
courses, and dark recesses where it as a rule feeds, on the ground 
as Niltavas frequently do. The pre\ ailing (olour of H rand is is 
black : but it lias a brilliant display of lazulinc or azure or turquoise 
blue, whichever colour you please, on the crown of the head, large 
neck spot and i>atch on the shoulders and lower back ; rest of the 
plumage is deep black ; above, glossed dark purple. It is #4 inches 
in length : bill black ; legs a reddish tinge ; irides dark brown ; 
wing expanse about 1:2 i inches. In habits this bird reminds us not 
a little of the Yollow-billed W histling Thrush (343). 
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GENUS SltfHIA 

Birds of small size. Bill depressed, narial bristlae lengthened, 
toes longish ; lateral too uneven ; claws long and curved. 

(319) Siphja stroph i ata, Orange-yorffeted Flycatcher , is perhaps 
the best bird of this group to halt at, as it is a typically market! 
species, also, occasionally seen in Darjeeling, chiefly in spring. At 
times on the road side, feeding on insects and caterpillars or perched 
on a branch in a secluded position. It is 5^ inches in length. 
Colour is dusky olive-brown, which appears dark grey from a short 
distance away among the lmshcs. Its bright-orange gorget, like a 
breast plate, strikes the eyo of the observer, as soon as the bird 
appears in sight and aids one to the more readily distinguish it, 
together with the white on the wings when flying. 

(323) Erythkosterna leicvra, J flute-tail etl Jlohin Flycatcher , 
is a rarer bird, more so in Darjeeling. It is a spring visitant, hav- 
ing descended to the plains in the cold weather to oscapo the bleak 
treacherous weather. In size, it is 5 inches in length : colour above, 
is light olive ; wings brown ; tail dark, some of the outer feathers 
white tipped with brown; beneath it is white with a brownish tinge. 
This bird though solitary in habits, in spring it gets more social 
and when seen it is usually in company with other small birds. 
Leacnra, wherever met with, is trtfmc and friendly, liobin-liko in 
characteristics. 

(326) Erythkosterna malt: lata, Little Vied Flycatcher. Tn 
the early part of the year, this little black and white Flycatcher is 
frequently seen in Darjeeling. It is distinguished without much 
difficulty. Occasionally you will see it, sitting qxiietly on the electric 
wires, at places where they pass over short scrub jungle ; or near 
more wooded parts of the station. From a distance this bird looks 
not unlike a smaller edition of Dark Grey Bush-Chat (4N6) or 
l*erhaps, the last mentioned species, owing, to its white markings. 
Jlfacalafa is 4 2 inches in length ; squat in ap|»carancc. It has a 
prominent white strijie over the eyes to nape of the neck, and a 
large white wing spot ; tail feathers arc more or less white ; sides 
of the head and neck black: breast and underparts of the body 
white. 
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Family MKRULIOX (Thrwk* *) 

These wej^-known birds require no preface. They are chiefly 

of moderate size, excepting a few small birds, which have ■ an 

uncommonly close affinity to the thrushes. Bill of moderate size, 
excepting a few more aberrant groups, fairly straight, compressed, 
culmen slightly curved and in most instances notched ; tarsus mode- 
rate in some, longish in others ; feet strong, usually well adapted for 
progression on the land. Their food consists chiefly of insects and 
grubs or fruit and borries. Blue appears to be prevailing colour 
of this family generally. Merulidie thrushes are found divided into 
tlio following sub-families : — 

(i) Myiothkkina? ... Ground-Thrushes. 

(ii) Mkiulina? ... True Thrushes. 

(iii) TlMALlN.K ... Babbling Thrushes. 


Nui-Fam i ly M Y IOTH HRLWF ((inmwl- Thrush^) 

i’ypically these birds have the legs and feet long and strong : 
wings short ; tail usually short in most of the species ; bill varied, 
stout in some, slender and straight in not a few. The approach to 
those thrushes, is occupied by small birds : the wrens and Short- 
wing. Those pert little wrens are true thrushes by construction, 
habits, etc. Different localities in the district and in Sikkim fiud 
one or other of its members more prevalent. Some of the commoner 
species of wrens were fairly plentiful in the station ; but of late 
years thoy have forsaken us, and are becoming conspicuous by their 
absence. A few years ago, T saw one or two stray ones on Birch 
hill ; rnroly found now, in Silver Spring forest above tho house. 
Few placos in India appear to be so rich in different species of 
wrens and thrushes as the Himalayas, district of Darjeeling being 
no exception. Nevertheless, iri these days, one would have to go a 
mile or two, bofore meeting a true wren. Nat a few of the species 
prefer a high altitude. Cold wintry weather does not seem to trou- 
ble them much. Wrens appear to differ but slightly, no matter in 
what part of the world they are mot with, in their natural surround- 
ings. They are generally seen, hopping about among fallen logs and 
rotting undergrowth near or on the ground. 

True wrens, have strong legs, and tail typically short. This 
hind appendage is carried in a fashion peculiar to this group, which 
gives them an uncommonly port and cocky littje appearance, where- 
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over found. Their wings are short and rounded, unsuitable for 
long flights ; hind toe and claw long. In habits they are solitary 
and silent as a rule, though some of the hill wrens whistle beauti- 
fully and have a powerful far reaching call. I well remember, a 
bleak cold flay in November, some years ago, when I put up, in a 
rambling, dong yak drovers’ hathan, for about two or three weeks, 
near •longri about 1. '1,000 feet elevation, where I made the ucquaiu- 
tance of a friendly little spotted wren. 

(:m) Trouixjdytks punctati x, Spotta! U'ith , which brought 
lmck memories of the Highlands and the h Gathered hills. One 
would need to look far before finding another species resembling 
so closely, the habits and characteristics of the homely little wrens 
of days gone by. Usually wrens in the district are difficult birds 
to find, especially members which prefer high altitudes. Species 
which are partial t« lower elevations, below 5,000 feet seem fairly 
accustomed to hide away in thickly tangled bushes. Owing to this 
characteristic persistancy of keeping close to cover, it is with diffi- 
culty that the different species are made out. Doubtlessly, the 
higher one gets the more friendly wrens seem to become; but they 
keep much to fixed localities. This friendly spirit shown hy the- 
little Spotted Wren on this particular occasion, might bo accounted 
for, it may be, to the sympathy shown them by shepherds and their 
families. I have frequently noticed, in the district with pleasure, 
the terms of close, friendship which exists between these humble 
folk and the friends nature lias placed beside them. 

(.‘52!)) l’N«KI»LY<iA sqM’AMATA, Sail, i/ liffOsta/ /lill-omt, used to be 
the common Darjeeling wren, at all seasons. Even now they are 
not infrequently met with. Its loud cheerful little song is often 
heard in spring, which is uttered every now and then, after intervals 
of a few minutes. Sqwumtln is inches in length ; itsirides arc brown. 
Lcpchas call it marchok-h<»nj ; plumage, above, is dark olive-brown or 
dark chesmitas it appears, uniformly speckled with buff ; breast white 
and spotted ; under parts are more broadly marked. More or loss 
the bird has a scaly appearance, owing to Jthe br6wn and white 
edgings, tips of the feathers ; below, plumage is browner. At differ- 
ent seasons of the year, colour altors a good deal. In spring, birds 
in genoral arc at their best, in bright adornments. Most birds 
have darker vestments in winter. 

GENUS BKACH Yl’TERYX, < Khnri-mmj ) 

Have a strong affinity to wrens. They arc closely associated 
with them in habits and structure. They differ much in a few 
more typical points, both in shape and colour. As you watch a 
solitary species busily hunting for grubs near the ground in the 
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bush.es, it stops now and then in tho search to look up at you, in 
a most confiding mariner. Unlike the wrens these social little birds, 
don’t seem to mind you looking at them. Bill is of ordinary size, 
straight, slighfly notched aud curved at the tip ; gape smooth ; 
wings short and rounded 4th, 5th and 6th quills the longest ; tail 
short and soft ; tarsus long and strong ; foot large; hi rid toe ‘large; 
claws long ; predominating colour of these birds is dull blue. 

(338) Brachypteryx okuralis, U'liitr-hrowerf Short-wing , is com- 
mon in Darjeeling. When observed it is usually tame and friendly, 
though only on rare occasions, it will be induced to show, where 
it has so artfully hidden its nest, one usually can rest assured that 
it has done its levol ♦ best -to prevent its discovery. Cnnvlis can 
always be depended upon in being bright and cheerful, even on those 
dark wet days in July,' which seem never too damp and cheerless 
to dull the little Short-wing’s ardor. Rain or mist, “ Sun or shine,” 
you can usually meet it, in among undergrowth busy at work, lift- 
ing its head for a pauso now and again, and sending forth a shrill 
call, that makes you wonder, if you have not already noticed the 
bird, from where the sound came. It takes you all your powers of 
observation to locate the voice, partially by the uplifted head and 
quiver .of the little throat of the bird, a few yards it may be, below 
you. Cru rails is a true vantiiloquist, the first few notes, sound as 
though proceeding from a much greater distance, in the direction 
the voice is thrown. To your no less wonderment and surprise, when 
you are half assured by tho last note or two, that the clear shrill 
call has come from the little Short-wing, which suddenly shows 
itself. This species is 5] inches ; plumage of the male is dull grey- 
ish blue with white, eye streak not unlike eye brows. 

We will now turn our attention to bigger members of Myiotmh- 

hinvk ( (iron wt- Th rush's). 

WWSTUNU THRUSHES 

These mig|it bo called Blackbirds, though much bigger. Truo 
Blackbirds are* 'Turthihus and Mr nil a. These handsomely marked 
thrushes ( Myiophonus) have one species tho Trnwntwldi which is 
common in Darjeeling, whose rich mellow whistle, it would be 
difficult to surpass. They are birds of black plumage, over laid 
with rich glossy blue. Bill is large, strong, compressed, notched and 
hooked at the tip ; rictal bristles hardly noticeable amongst the. 
short plumes ; wings long and pointed, 5th quill longest ; tarsus long 
and strong ; feet strong ; claws strong and curved. 

(343) Mytopuoni’s Tkmminckii, Yethicd tilled Whistling Thrush, 
is common in Darjeeling and remains with us pretty well throughout 
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the year. During winter it selects more secluded nooks and corners 
in jungles. At other times it is partial to the neighbourhood of 
•Jhoras : the rushing torrents during the rains, which descend in 
cascades down the hill sides. This bird is often seen on dry water- 
worn cob stoues in middle of the stream or Jhoras as they are 
more aptly called. A pair of these thrushes, are generally to be 
found in the Kagjhora, below the railway bridge. One often won- 
ders what happens to the young Temminckii successfully launched 
into the world, year by year, two or three at a time. Lets hope 
each have been successful in finding an unmolested portion of a 
Jhora, somewhere in the district. Each bird prior to inviting a 
mate, if it has not already gone through the onerous duties of house- 
keeping; or por chance has its companion, locates itself within a 
certain area, perhaps a couple of hundred yards or so, of one or other 
of the hill streams, beyond this limit, is usually tho confines of 
another member of the same species. On no account, will one 
trespass into the realms of another, not that they fear legal pro- 
ceedings, but seem to follow natural instincts. When driven by 
hunger Temminckii will leave the Jhora where provisions are scarce, 
and make for scrub jungle or shady forost recesses, which appear 
to be considered “Tom Tiddler's ground” by most law abiding 
birds. Birds seldom seem to fight over their special reserves. The 
Whistling Thrush feeds much on aquatic insects, it is not a little 
partial to grubs and earth worms. In Jhoras, they are generally 
seen in company with Plumbeous Water-robin (505) and its bigger 
congener, the dignified White-capped lied start (506). This, worthy 
triumvirate of species appoar to live on extremely good terms with 
each other, notwithstanding the great difference in size between 
them. Temminckii is about 13 inches; Water-robin 5] inches in 

length, and Redstart 7 i inches. This will give an idea of their 
respective sizes. So that size is not always a sourco of dangor in 
Birdland. Tenwnnckii ’.' < heavy bill cannot always be lightly esteemed 

by small birds generally, leave alone the strong grip it can get on to 
its claws when desirous. Whistling Thrush jerks up its tail in true 
Blackbird fashion. All three friends have their hind appendage 
woll under control. A fellow feeling makes u» wondrous kind they 
say. It has in spring a most musical and alluring whistle, human- 
like in sound, as it could be, a run up and down the scale. This 
song is usually indulged in whilst on the wing, and grows sweeter, 

I often imagine, as it flies homewards to greet its brood of nestlings. 
The general appearance of this species is dark glistening cobalt- 
blue ; smalt-blue on the wings, shoulders and tail ; bill yellow. 

(344) Hydrornis nipalensis, Large Nepal Givmul-thru.sk is a 
big Pitta : one of our richly coloured group of birds. Hi/tfrwnu 
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differs from the genera? run of Pittas by its large, heavy, more or less 
hooked bill ; wings are short and rounded, 5th, 6th and 7th quills 
the longest. This bird and Pittas keep much to warm valleys in 
the district and seem to dearly love a tropical sky. They prefer 
locations, near banks of our big rivers, Great Kunjeet and Teesta. 
At times they take up their abode in luxuriant forests. Like our 
Indian mynas they are found frequently feeding on the ground, and 
are not unlike these birds in habits. Lei<chas call them “ Coloured 
mynas.” This speeies is 10 inches. It has a bright and beautiful 
verditer-blue wing- patch, resembling the white mark on the mynas 
wings ; plumage, above, is dingy green; yellowish** brown on the 
wing s ; upper neck and nape verditer-blue ; under parts are rufous. 

(.*146) Pitta gtxtllata, (/reen-brntded Ciround-Thrmh , ( Pitta). 
This beautiful bird is found,, frequenting banks of our hill rivers 
at a low elevation. Appreciating, evidently, low lying undulating 
country or straths, river sides and Jhoras. Its bill is stout, of mode- 
rate size, slightly forked at the tip, and notched round the Iwiso. 
In size ('ucalUita is about 7 inches. This bird displays a variety of 
colours, al»ove, plumage on the back is dark green, with a deep 
gloss ; bright verdigris-blue on upper tail coverts, ami a little of the 
samo colour showing on upper parts of the wings ; primaries, black 
with a conspicuous white wing patch ; breast and underparts light 
green ; under tail coverts bright Vermillion ; head dark, chesnut ; 
sides of the head and neck black. 

(:>45) Pitta BexijaLKNsis, Vellov-brntdid Orointd-TImidi, is the 
common Pitta of the plains, where it is often met with near forests, 
avenues, and in dumps of trees, or foraging on the ground near 
village cultivations. The Hindu name for this ground-thrush is 
“naurang: nine-coloured bird,” this will give an idea ol the bright 
display of colour found on birds of this group. 


G KNITS HVDROBATA, lrater-OuieU, (Dippers) 

Here we have a more typical bird of the district, with interest- 
ing characteristics ami habits. One species is familiar with our hill 
streams. These birds generally procure their food from below the 
surface of the water. They appear to love the rushing torrents 
so frequently met with in the Himalayas. They usually, seem to 
carefully calculate the strength of the currents before venturing a 
dive into the turbid waters. These birds are strong on the wing, 
both in flights in the air and progression through deep pools of 
water, caused by the flow of the river, where they propel themselves 
under, surface of the water with startling rapidity. After the dive, 

11 
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I have occasionally timed these birds, and one or two minutes pro- 
cess under water does not seem to cause them any inconvenience, 
or requiring a short rest to regain their breath, one would expect to 
find the dipper a bit blown on reaching the surface after covering, 
in so short a time 20 or 30 feet below the water. Jn all probability 
they could cover a greater distance were it not for the limited pass- 
age, across our hill rivers and the strong currents frequently en- 
countered. Bill of the Dipper is longish, straight, slightly ascending, 
an uptilt of bill noticeable in most of the kingfishers and Insosso- 
real water-birds ; tail short ; hind toe short ; lateral toe equal ; 
claws curved. * 

(347) Hydkobata Asiatica, ltroicn If'afer-Ouud, is the only re- 
presentative, we have on our side (Eastern) of the Himalayas. Owing 
to its characteristics and habits no difficulty need be experienced 
in making the acquaintance of this interesting smallish bird. It 
frequents most of our rivers, Riuyeet and Teesta, where it locates 
itself the greater portion of the year. In spring, it may be seen, 
at a fair elevation, far up hill streams and big .7 boras, drawn, it may 
be by the migratory impetus of not a few of the Inxeswrei x or bird 
life generally. Like the kingfishers it is often seen j>erched silently 
on a sharp, pointed rock, or at other times on a dry spot on the 
l»ed of the Jhoras, or Hying up stream. Like most of the Inscsso- 
rial “ Water-birds ” it starts, nest building, amongst the first of 
this big natural order of birds. In sizo this Water-Ouzel is 84 
inches ; general appearance of the plumage is dark brown ; bill 
black; irides dark brown. In habits it is typical, being unlike other 
birds in the district, more especially, in its mode of procuring food. 
It divos into the troubled waters, striking out vigorously under 
deep sweeping curronts and reappears at some distance beyond. 
On such occasions you are reminded not a little of that master- 
diver, in the plains, Indian Skimmer, llhyncliops (995) though at the 
samo time, you arc conscious of the fact that this expert in the 
art of diving, prefers deep sullen “mill ponds,” whereas the little 
ouzel ventures, where few human beings would care to run the risk. 
The tail of llydrobata is short, like a true diver ; its toes have no 
web to aid its paddling, so that it has to rely on the strength of its 
wings, in its battle with the elements, and many a time must its 
little store of energy, hung on a balance, when the over) towering 
currents are sweeping it down stream. In spring and during the 
rains it is frequently seen picking up aquatic insects, shells, etc. in 
Jhoras. It strikes one, that on such occasions it is not in its ele- 
ment. This apparent self-imposed drudgery, no doubt is *to meet 
the big demand for food to keep the household from starvation, for 
these little hungry mouths have to bo attended to every few minutes. 
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The Water-Ouzel lives, at all times ou the best of terms with 
all rivals for aquatic diet on hill streams. The remaining species 
of dippers are found chiefly on the Western side of the Himalayas. 

(3.50) ZooTHEKA montigola, fArye Brown Thrush , is a remark- 
able bird in many respects. It offers us a convenient gradation 
between the Pittas, Dippers and the Merulinas thrushes. In size 
it is a shade smaller than Yellow-billed Thi'ush (343), being 12 inches 
in length. Bill of this specios is longish, compressed, slightly curved 
and hooked ; wings and tail short ; tarsus fairly string ; lateral toes 
equal and short ; hind toe long ; claws curved. Zoofhrm prefers 
high altitudes, a few may be met with, at times, in Darjeeling, 
chiefly in the cold weather. It is evidently more at home, on the 
Ningalillas,. in dense bamboo and Rhododendron jungle or where 
more or less luxuriant forests exist ; where the ground beneath is 
damp and moist. Zaothero has given not a little trouble to get it 
to botray its nest, so as to learn a little of its nidifieation. This 
thrush seldom perches on trees. It is generally found on the ground, 
scraping away dead leaves, which lie in thick layers, in some dense 
shady retreat, damp and forbidding ; tossing the leaves about with 
its ample sized bill, as- though it were in tho (General Post Office 
sorting letters, it is not the leaves, however, that it directs its atten- 
tion to; but the tit-bits in the way of grubs which it is intent on. 
Tho nest of Znotheru, which I found by some lucky chance, is a 
biggish mound of damp green moss outside, neatly rounded of sides, 
broad at the base, and tapering a bit towards the top. Inside, 
the nest is a neat, cup shai>ed hollow, with soft fibres, black hair 
like moss roots, and fibrous shred* off a creeping plant. Eggs are 
Tcniiiuidiiii. Plumage of this big thrush is dark olive brown, with 
a dark ashy tinge ; wings brown and dark ; throat and underparts 
of the body white ; breast spotted. 


Si r-Family MERULIN^E ( True Thrushes ) 

Compriso Thrushes and the Blackbirds. The first few species 
are known as Rock-Thrushes Chat- and Ground-thrushes etc. having 
long and stout toes ; strong claws ; bill stout, narrow, compressed 
and notched at the tip ; rietal bristles scanty and weak ; wings 
longish 3rd and 1th quills longest ; broad and pointed. They are 
strong on the wing; si I \ an in habits and feed chiefly on insects, 
earthworms and berries. 
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GENUS PETBOCOSSYP1I US (Hocl- Thrushes) 


Have longish straight bills, with the tip curved ; tail long 
(usually). Birds which frequent rocky localities and scrub jungle. 


(351) Petrocossy phi's Cyaneus, Blue J lock- Thrush, is occasion- 
ally seen in Darjeeling. In winter it descends to foot of the hills 
whero they appear to congrogate. They are shy and faithless. It 
has a sweet melodious sort of warble, which approaches in richness, 
some of the rich songsters in this family, ('//aliens is about Hi 
inches in longth ; plumage of the male is dull indigo blue, spotted 
with darker tints, which effect is caused by dark edgings to tips of 
the feathers ; under tail-coverts and lower parts are tipped with a pale 
brownish tinge ; irides arc deep brown. 


GENUS OROCETES 

These are Chat-like birds in general appearance, and habits not 
a little. They can safely be called Saxicoline Thrushes; wings are 
short, 3rd quill longest ; rictal bristles more develoi>cd ; bill short- 
ish, straight, curved at the tip. 

(352) OltOCETES KRYTHROO Astra, Chesnuf -bellied Thrush , is one 
of our permanent residents in Darjeeling. In winter these bin Is 
arc frequently observed ; in spring they are much in evidence. This 
richly marked thrush is seen usually on the tallest trees, at times 
it descends to the land to forage. It has a fine clear melodious song. 
In the district, or about Darjeeling the only two other species of 
JferuUiue which excel in song Erj/th romslra, is tho next, the Little 
Blue-headed Chat-Thrush and (361) Grey-winged Blackbird. A7y- 
fhriM/aslru’s song is frequently heard in spring. It seldom seems to 
care to expose itself, to the gaze of an unsympathic world, usually 
it is either securely hidden away among dense foliage or perched 
high upon a tree. One or two pairs have taken up their abode on 
trees at tho head of the upper road leading to the house, and make 
free use of the hill side to forage for worms and caterpillars. In 
bright spring mornings their song is particularly clear and melodious. 
This species is 9i inches; plumage of the male is deep, prominent, 
chesnut on the breast and under parts ; above, it is bright blue on 
the head, shoulders .and lower back ; duller blue on the back, wings 
and tail ; sides of the head, neck and remaining portions of the 
bird are black ; bill is black ; irides deep brown. 

(353) Orocetes cinclorh ynchcs, Blue-headed Chat- Thmtsh, is a 
smaller bird than the last, being about 7 2 inches in size. In build 
and habits it is more Chat-liko. In winter it migrates to tho plains 
and returns early in spring, looking fresh and brushed up. Like 
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the former species it is shy and seldom exposes itself. It is solitary 
in its habits. Its sweet, clear, song cannot be mistaken. It is one 
of our finest songsters, and I owe not a little to this Chat-Thrush, 
which was together with Sibia and Pdi’tcephahi* (201) among the first 
friends I made in Darjeeling. Frequently when one has been listening 
to its sweet carol, proceeding from a tall shady olive tree, it may be, 
al>ove you and out of sight, you will presently see it fly out with 
wings outspread hover in midair, at a passing moth or butterfly, 
which appears like a speck iu the sky. The insect once secured the 
Chat-Thrush drops like a feather lightly down again, with ease and 
grace into its safe retreat among the green leaves, where its song 
is continued. These birds feed also on berries which are still found 
plentiful in Darjeeling. Small bluish berries of the Jhimjinee, KUa- 
rani, etc., evergreen trees, in winter, and other seasons of the year, 
are a favourite among most birds. Their presence is generally 
observed by the dark stains left on the ground. Colour of the 
Chat-Thrush is similar to ErythrwjaMm, above the plumage is pale 
blue on the head and shoulders ; black on the back and wings with 
traces of blue; a conspicuous white patch on the wings, alnnit the 
secondaries ; lower back and upper tail-coverts ferruginous ; tail 
black with a bluish tinge; breast and underparts ferruginous ; bill 
brownish black ; irides hazel. 

(:15b) (tKOCICHL.v citrina, Orange-headed (rmnnd-Thmsh, is rare 
in the district. At times they are found on warmer slopes of the 
hill, but more frequently in Sikkim, near Jugdutn, at about 1,000 
feet elevation one would have a chance of finding it. Cifrina feeds 
on the land beside scrub jungle in the outskirts of a forest. On 
being approached it usually hides in dense thickets near at hand. 
Tt seems disinclined to show itself. Citrina. is inches in length. 
It is readily distinguished by its bluish grey or plumljeous eolourod 
plumage, which marks out the back half of the bird ; brownish 
orange on the head, and lower i«irts of the body. This peculiar 
distribution of colour, which two colours one would scarcely have 
expected to have blended so well, make it an easy species to recog- 
nize. In spring Citrina has a shrill plaintive song. The sexes 
differ but slightly in colour. 

GENUS MERULA 

True Blackbirds, have longer bills, compressed and notched at 
the tip ; short and strong rictal bristles ; feet strong ; wings strong ; 
tail squar#; bill orange coloured. All those birds are fino songsters. 

(:3(il) MKRULA liUMUX, Orcy-winged Blackbird, or kakhgehar 
as it is called here, is a favorite among hill folk on account of its 
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fine melodious song in spring, so frequently hoard in those genial 
sunny mornings. This ouzel is shy and prefers to remain on the 
trees, oxcopt when it descends, to low bushes where it is occasionally 
seen searching for insects and berries. These birds are made out 
without much difficulty chiefly by the silvery ashy-grey patch on the 
wings (greater coverts) and edgings of sonic of the quills, which 
show out against the black prevailing colour of this species ; the 
lower parts of the body are i>alc black and ashy coloured. This 
Mentln is IO4 inches ; bill is yellow and readily made out. The 
female has the same wing patch, a littlo less conspicuous ; plumage 
is brownish-ash with a rufcscent tinge. This Blackbird is often 
kept in confinement and becomes tame and friendly. I11 this state 
it often indulges in a clear loud whistle, running down tho scale of 
four notes or so, when a sudden break, which becomes irksome to 
t he listeners, when one would prefer to hear the scale though it 
1 k\ — completed. It often mimics other birds to perfection. This 
IVimadona among birds reserves its rich mellow voice, only for a 
state of freedom, in its own selected leafy bower. Like most of 
the Mcrulidu • these birds repair with marked regularity for a bath 
in jhoras, as soon as the sun is fairly warm. One sometimes comes 
across this .1 fenihi in Sikkim, and the district, near solitary Lepcha 
homesteads, where it seems to have become fairly tame and social. 
They arc usually seen singly. On more than one occasion I saw 
this species take up its abode, where two or three solitary hill shan- 
ties stood within a few patches of cultivated ground. The Black- 
bird was tame anti social, perhaps more so towards its rural 
neigh liours, and appoared to take an interest in the crofters’ routine 
of home life. Its song from among the few trees, which were 
about the place, sounded sweet and melodious, and gave a striking, 
finishing touch to some of those peeps of simple home-life, one 
often meets with on these hill slopes in Sikkim and around. 

(362) Mkiiula ALROCINCTA, H'hUe-col hired O-uiel, is seen in Dar- 
jeeling only during winter, especially when snow storms arc raging 
on the Singalillas. In spring when the weather becomes more con- 
genial on the wintcry hights, these birds can always be seen on the 
road to Tongloo and Sandakphu ; and higher ranges in Sikkim, 
above 10,000 feet they are fairly plentiful. They feed much in 
bamboo jungles or near by. AJlocincta is IO4 inches. It is easily 
distinguished by the wide, white, collar round the nape and neck ; 
rest of the plumage is black, with a little gloss. The female is 
dusky brown, with a greyish collar. Bill, legs and orbits yellow. 

GKN US I’LA N LNTICUK 

Is a typical group of Mountain Thrushes, •inhabiting, for the 
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most parts, high altitudes. These birds are chiefly migrants from 
North Asia, in the cold weather. 

(365) Planesticts ATROGI’EARIS, IHack-fh routed Thrush, con- 
gregates in winter, here, in fairly big numbers. They keep much 
to taller treos, and feed on berries, occasionally descend to the 
ground for insects. AtrogulnrU is 10^ inches in length ; plumage 
of the male is pale ashy-brown ; wings and tail darker ; neck, has 
a blackish pectoral gorget ; bill and orbits yellow ; lower tail-coverts, 
barred with brown lines; breast and under parts whitish-brown, with 
dark streaks. 

GENUS OREOCINLA 

Comprise, thrushes with strong, longish bills ; wings long; toes 
long ; birds of soft silky, spotted plumage. 

(370) OreoG’INCLA motjjssima, Plain-bucked Mountain Thrush. 

(371) OrkooinolA DAUMA, Small-billed Mountain Thrush. The 
last two birds found in the district of this family, are similar to 
each other, in habits and general appearance ; so that it will be 
more convenient to examine them together. Both species are gre- 
garious, they are seen much together in companies of five or six at 
a time ; when approached, they rise off the ground, where they 
have been feeding, usually in hollows on the hill side ; in places 
where trees are plentiful. It is among the dead and decaying leaves, 
ferns and mosses, that they usually feed, scratching the ground like 
game-birds, for insects and earthworms. It is curious that a dog 
(hunting) will stand, to both these birds when flushed, as though 
they were game, which it won’t do to any of the other thrushes. 
Mollissima is the smaller of the two, being 9i inches, whilst dauma 
is lOi inches in length. Both birds arc good specimens of moun- 
tain thrushes, lioth in colour and habits. They ascend a good alti- 
tude in spring. I found Mollissima nest building beyond .Jongri up 
to about 13,000 feet elevation. Damn a is usually distinguished 
when in company with the former species by its more conspicuously 
spotted back and body, also by its much smallor bill. This bird is 
prettily marked with black and white spots. Mollisdim has rich 
olive brown plumage with an orange tinge; under parts white and 
tawny or dull yellow. 
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RAPTORES (Birds of Prey). 


I. Family Vulturidre (Vultures). 

Sub-Family Vulturinae (True Vultures). 

Gknus Vultur. 

D. (1) V. monachus — Great Brown Vulture. 

Genus Otogyps. 

D. (2) O. ealvus — Black Vulture. 

Genus Gyps.* 

D. (.3) G. fulvus — Large Tawny Vulture. 

p. (4) G. Indicus — Long-Billed Brown Vulture. 

]). (5) G. Bcngalensis — Common Brown Vulture. 

Su ii-Family Xcophroninro — Scavenger Vultures. 

Genus Neophron. 

P. (6) N. perenopterus — White Scavenger Vulturos, up- 

country. 

Su n-F A M 1 ly Gy paoti 1 iai s . 

Genus Gypaetus. 

D. (7) G. barbatus — Bearded Vulture. 

II. Family Faleonida*. 

Sub-Family Falconinav -True Falcons. 

Genus Falco. 

Peregrines, 1st. 

/>. (s) Falco \»cregrinus — Peregrine Falcon. 

D. (9) ,, peregrinator — Shahin ., 

Lanncrs, 2nd. 

I). (10) F. Sacer — Kaker or Cherrung „ 

P. (11) F. jugger — Laggar. 

(12) F. bahylonicus -Red-headed Banner. 


12 
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Genus Hypotriorchis. 

D. (13) H. Subbutco — The Hobby. 

P. (14) H. Severus— Indian „ 

P. (15) H. (Esalon— Merlin „ 

P. (16) H. Chicquera — Turumti or Eed-headed Merlin. 

Genus Tinnunculus. 

D. (17) T. Alaudarius — Kestrel. 

Genus Erythropus. 

If. (18) E. Cenchris — Lessor Kestrol. 

P. (19) E. Vespcrtinus—Ited Legged Falcon. 

Genus Hierax. 

D. (20) H. Eutolmos — White-napcd Pigmy Falcon. 


S u b-Fa m I l y Acci pi trin se — Hawks. 

Genus Astur. 

P. (21) A. Palumbarius — Goshawk. 

Sub-Genus Lophospiza. 

1). (22) A. (Lophospiza) trivirgatus — Crested Goshawk. 

Genus Micronisus. 

P. (23) M. badius — Shikra. 

Genus Accipiter. 

D. (24) A. Nisus — European Sparrow-Hawk. 

D. (25) A. Virgatus — Besra „ „ 


Sub-Family A«iuilinie — Eagles. 

I . — True Eagle*. 

Genus Aquila. 


Simla. 

(26) A. ohrysaetos — Golden Eagle. 

D. 

(27) A. Imperialis — Imperial 

>> 

P. 

(28) A. Nsevia — Spotted 

» 

D. 

(29) A. fulvescens — Tawny 

yy 

P. 

(30) A. hastata — Long-Legged 

yy 

D. 

(31) A. pennata — Dwarf 

yy 


II . — Kite Eagle s. 



Genus Neopus. 


IK 

(32) N. Malayensis — Black Eagle. 
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III. — Hawk Eagles. 


Genus Nisaetus. 

D. (33) N. Bone lli — Crestless Hawk-Eagle. 

Genus Limnaetus. 

P. (34) L. Niveus — Changeable „ „ - * 

1>. (35) Ij. cristatellus — Crested „ 

E. (36) L. Nipalensis — Spotted ,, 

D. (37) Ij. Kienierii — Kufous-bellied ,, 

IV. — Serpent Eagles. 

Genus Circ astus. 

D. (38) C. Gallicus — Common Serpent Engle. 

Genus Spilownis. 

D. (39) S. Choela — Crested ,, „ 

V. — Sea Eagles or Fishing Eagles. 
Genus Pandion. 

D. (40) P. haliaetus —Osprey. 

Genus Polioaetus. 

D. (41) P. ichthyoiitus — White-tailed Sea Eagle. 

Genus Halisetus. 

I). (42) H. fulviventer — Iiing-tailed ,, ,, 

P. (43) H. leucogaster — Grey-backed „ „ 


Sub-Family Buteoninee. 
Genus Buteo. 


D. 

(44) 

B. Vulgaris — Common Buzzard. 

P. 

(45) 

B. Canescens — Long-legged 

99 

P. 

(46) 

B. Aquilinus — Upland 

99 

1). 

(47) 

B. plumipes — Harrier 

ft 


Genus 

Poliornis. 


D. 

(48) 

P. teesa — White-eyed 

ft 


Genus 

Arehibuteo. 


P. 

(49) 

A. hemiptilopus — Brown Eagle. 

99 
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Genus Circus. 

I . — True Harriers. 

P. (50) C. Cyaneus — Hen- Harriet 

P. (51) C. Swainsonii — Pale „ 

P. (52) C. Cineraceus — Montague’s „ 

I) . (53) C. Melanoleucoa — Pied „ 

II. — Marsh Harriers. 

\ 

D. (5+) C. ^Eruginosus — Marsh „ 

Si d-Family Milvime — Kites. 

Genus Haliastur. 

J) . (55) H. Indus — Maroon-backed Kite. 

Genus Milvus. 

I). (56) M. Govinda — Common Pariah Kite. 

Genus Pernis. 

D. (57) P. Cristata — Crested Honey Buzzard. 

Genus Baza. 

P. (58) B. lophotcs — Crested Black Kite. 

Genus Elanus. 

P. (59) E. Melanopterus — Black-winged Kite. 


Family Strigid®. 

Sub-Family Strigin®. 

Genus Strix. 

P. (60) S. Javanica — Indian Screech-Owl. 

1). (61) S. Candida — Grass Owl. 

Genus Phodilus. 

D. (62) P. badius — Bay Screech-Owl. 

Sub-Family Syrniin® — Hooting Owl. 

Genus Syrnium. 

Sub-Genus Bulaca. 

D. (63) S. indranee — Brown Wood Owl. 

D. (64) S. Newarense — Nepal Brown „ 
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P. (65) S. Sinense — Mottled Wood Owl. 

D. (66) S. Nivicolum — Himalayan ,, 

'♦ ’ “ 

Sub-Family Asioninn?. 

Genus Otus. * 

P. (67) O. Vulgaris — Long-eared Owl. 

D (68) O. Brachyotus — Short-eared ,, 

Sub-Family Bubonina*. 

Genus TJrrua. 

(69) IJ. Bengalensis — Kock horned Owl. 

(70) U. Coromanda — Husky 

Genus IIu hua. 

(71) H. Ni pale n sis — Forest Eagle-Owl. 
Genus Ketupa. 

(72) K. Ceylonensis — Brown Fish Owl. 

(73) K. flavipes — Tawny ,, 

Genus Ephialtes. 

(74) E. pennatus — Indian Scops-Owl 

(75) E. lompigi — Large „ 

Sub-Family Surniinse. 

Genus Athene. 

]). (76) A. Brama — Spotted Owlet. 

P. (77) A. Radiata — Jungle ,, 

P. (78) A. Malabarica — Malabar „ 

D. (79) A. Cuculoides — Large barred- ,, 

Genus Glaucidium. 

1). (80) G. Brodieei — Collared Pigmy „ 

Genus Ninox. 

P. (81) N. Scutellatus — Brown Hawk-Owl. 


I) 

P. 


D. 

P. 

I). 

P. 
D . 
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INSESSORES (Perchers). 

Tribe Fissirostres. 

Family Hirundinidte. # 

Sub-Family Hirundininae — Swallow s. 

Gkn vs Hirundo — ^ue Swallows. 

I. — Uirmulo ( a) with tail long nnd forked. 

D. (82) H. rustica — Common Swallow. 

F. (83) H. Domicola — Neilgherry House „ 

(b) l Pith tail nearly even, outer feathers much prolonged. 

P. (84) H. filifera — Wire-Tailed Swallow. 

II. — Cecropis ( a) with tail long and forked. 

D. (85) H. Daurica — Red-rumped Swallow. 

(b) Jf'ith shorter tail, sub-furcate. 

P. (86) H. fluvicola — Indian Cliff Swallow. 

Gknus Cotyle — Martins. 

( a) Sand Martins. 

(87) C. riparia — European Sand Martin. 

1). ' (88) C. Subsoccata — Dusky Martin. 

P. (89) C. Sinensis — Indian Bank „ 

(b) Crag Martins. 

D. (90) C. Concolor — Dusky Crag „ 

D. (91) C. rupestris — Mountain „ ,, 

Genus Chelidon — House Martin. 

D. (92) C. urbica — English House ,, 

D. (93) C. Cashmiriensis — Cashmere „ „ 

D. (94) C. Nipalensis — Little Himalayan ,, 


Sub-Family Cypselinse — Swifts. 

Genus Acanthylis. 

D. ’ „ (95) A. Sylvatica — White-rumped Spine-tail. 

II. — Pallene, size large, colour pale. 

D. (96) A. gigantea — Brown-necked Spine-tail. 

J). (97) A.- caudacuta — White-necked „ ,, 
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Genus Cypselus. 

D. (98) C. Melba — Alpine Swift. 

P. (99) C. A pus — European „ 

P. (100) C. AJfinis — Common Indian „ 

D. (lOl) C. leuconyx — White-clawed „ 

(102) C. batassiensis — Palm „ 

Genus Collocalia. H 

D. (103) C. nidifica — Indian Edihle-nest Swiftlet. 

Genus Dendrochelidon. 

P. (104) D. Coronatus — Indian Crested Swift. 

Family Capri m ulgidte. 

Sub-Family Steatorninae. 

Genus Batrachostomus. 

P. (105) B. Maniliger — Wynaad Frog-mouth. 

Genus Otothrix. 

D. (106) O. Hodgsonii — Hodgson’s ,, 

Sub-Family Caprimulginae. 

Genus Caprimulgus. 

T>. (107) C. Indicus — Jungle Night-jar. 

P. (108) C. kelaarti — Ncilgherry „ 

II. — Group — Two outer tail feathers tipped white , tarsi feathered . 

P. (109) C. Albonotatus — Large Bengal Night jar. 

P. (110) C. Macrourus — Malay „ 

/’. (Ill) C. Atripennis — Ghat „ 

P. (112) C. Asiaticus — Common Indian „ 

V. (113) C. Mahrattensis — Sykes’ „ 

D. (114) C. Monticolus — Franklin’s „ 


Family Trogonida?. 

Genus Harpactes. 

(115) II. fasciatus — Malabar Trogon. 

(116) H. Hodgsoni — Red-headed „ 


2 ). 
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Family Meropido*. 

Genus Merops. 

P. (1 1 7) M. Viridis — Common Indian Beo-eater. 

P. (118) M. Philippensis — Blue-tailed » 

P. (119) M. quinticolor — Chcsnut-headed „ 

P. (120) M. ^Egyptius — Egyptian „ 

D. (121) M. Apiaste^p— European „ 

Genus Nyctiornis. 

D. (122) N. Athertoni — Blue-necked „ 

Family Coraciada*. 

Genus Coracias. 

D. (123) C. indica — Indian Boiler. 

P. (124) C. Affinis — Burmese ,, 

P. (125) C. garrula — European „ 

Genus Eurystomus. 

P. (126) E. Oricnlalis — Broad-killed ,, 

Family Halcyonidte. 

Sub-Fa m i ly HaIeyonina\ 

Geni:s Halcyon. 

1. - - K v tomoth era. 

P. (127) H. lcucocephalus — Brown-headed Kingfisher 

P. (128) H. Amauroptcrus — Brown-winged ,, 

TI. — Cancrophufjo . 

P. (129) H. fuscus — White-breasted „ 

P, (130) H. Atricapillus — Black-capi>ed Purple 

(sotnef intis* T>). 

III. — Calialcymi . 

/). (131) II. Coromaudelianus — Ruddy Kingfisher. 

Genus Todiramphus. 

(132) T. Collaris —White-collared * „ 


P. 
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Genus Ceyx. 

D. (133) C. tridactyle — Three-toed Purple Kingfisher. 


Sub-Family Alcedinime. 

Genus Alcodo. 

P. 0.34) A. bengalensis — Common Indian Kingfisher. 

P. (135) A. euryzona — Great . „ „ 

Genus Cerylo. 

P. (136) C. rudis — Pied „ 

D. (137) C. guttata — Large Crested Blaelc & White ,, 


Family Eurylaimida*. 

Genus Psarisomus. 

D. (138) P. Dalhousifti — Yellow-throated Brondhill. 

Genus Kerilopus. 

1). (139) S. rubropygia — - Bed-backed „ 


Fa m i ly Bucerotida*. 

* 

Genus Homraius. 

/). 0 40) 11. bieornis — Great Hornbill. 

G en i \s Flydrocissa. 

J\ 041) FI. eoronata - Malabar Pied „ 

]). (142) 11. albirostris — Bengal „ ,, 

V. (113) FI. attinis- - Dehra-l)oon 

Genus Menieeros. 

P. (114) M. bieornis- Common Grey ,, 

Genus Toekus. 

P. (145) T. gingalensis — lunglo „ „ 

Gen is Aoeros. 

D. (140) A. Ni pale n sis — Bufous-nocked „ 
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Tribe Scansores. 


Family Psittacida\ 

Sub-Family Palft'ornime. 

GENUS Paleeornis. 

]). (J47) P. Alcxandri — Alexandrine Parrakeet. 

D. (148) P. torquatns — Bose-ringed „ 

1). (1 i9) P. rosa-- Pose-headed „ 

P. (150) P. schisticeps — Slaty-headed ,, 

P. (151) P. oolumboidos- -Blue-winged 

I). 052) P. .Tavanieus— Bed-breasted „ 


Sub-Family Loriime. 

Genus LorieuJus. 

P. (153) L. vernalis- — Indian Lorikeet. 


Family Pieidee. 

Sub-Family Pieina\ 

Genus Pious. 

D. (154) P. llimalayanm — Himalayan Pied Woodpecker. 

D. (155) P. majoroides- Darjeeling Black 

D. (158) P. enthpharius- Lesser ,, 

P. (157) P. Maoei — Indian Spotted 

P. (15s) P. Seiudiamis- Seinde Pied 

P. (159) P. brunneifrons-- Brown-fronted 

D. (160) P. Mahrattensis - ■ Yellow- „ ,, 

Genus Hypopicus. 

JT>. (161) IT. hyperytlmis — Bufous-bellied Pied 

Genus Yungipieus. 

D. (162) Y. rubrioatus — Darjeeling Pigmy 

D. (163) Y. pygmams — Himalayan ,, 

P. (16 1) Y. Hardwiekii — Southern „ 

Sub-Famii.v Campephilina*. 

Genus Hemioircus. 

D. (165) H, canente — Heart-Spotted 
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Genus Cbrysoeolapfces. 

I). (166) C. sultanens — Golden-baeked Woodpecker. 

JK (167) (\ Goensis — Black- „ „ 

Genus Mulleripicus. 

J.K (168) M. pulverulentus — Large Slaty „ 

P. (169) M. llodgsoni — Groat Black 

Sv.r-Fa m i ly Geciniiue. 

Genus Gocinus. 

JK (170) G. squaniatus- Sealy- bellied Green „ 

lK (171) G. striolatus — Small Green „ 

L>, (172) G. occipitalis Black-naped „ 

G en i s Gli rysophlegnia. 

IK (173) C. Havinucha I^arge Yelloiv-napod .. 

JK (17 l) C. chlorolophus-- Lessor 

JK (175) (’. chlorophancs - Southern 

Genus Vanilia. 

Jj. (176) V. pyrrhotis -Red-cared Bay 

Genus Goeinulus. „ 

JK (177) G. grantia — Pale-hoadcd „ 

Genus Micropternus. 

I). (178) M. phaiooeps— -Bengal Rufous „ 

J\ (179) M. gularis-— Madras „ „ 

Genus Brachypte ruins. 

I), (180) B. aura n tius- Goldon-baekod „ 

JK (181) B. chrysonotus — Lesson „ ,, 

JK (182) B. dilut us- — Pale „ ,, „ 

Genus Chrysonotus. 

IK (183) C. Shorei- I^arge Three-toed „ 

JK (184) C. iiiterodhw— -Common „ „ „ 

JK (185) C. rubropygialis— Southern „ „ 
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Stj’.Family Picumninee. 

Gents Vivia. 

]). (186) V. innominata — Speckled Piculot. 

Gents Sasia. 

1). (187) S. ocliraeea — -liufous 

Svb-Famha* Yungince. 

G ENl S YuilX. 

IK (188) Y. tonjuilla- Common W ryneck. 

( 1S9) ’S'. Tialiea — Chesnnt-tliroatod 

Si ji-Family Indientorina*. 

G en i ■ s 1 1 idieator. 

(190) 1. xanthonotus — Yellow-backed Honey guide. 

Family Megalaimida*. 

Gents Megalaima. 

IK (191) M. virens — Great Barbet. 

J\ (192) M. lineata — Himalayan Green ,, 

/'. (I9.*i) M. caniceps — Common ,, ,, 

I\ (194) M. viridis— -Small Green „ 

Gents Cyanops. 

IK (195) C. Asiatica-- Bluo-tbroated „ 

IK (196) C. Franklinii — Golden-,, * ,, 

Gents Xanthohema. 

(197) X. Indica-- Crimson-breasted ,, 

V. (198) X. Malabaiiea — „ -throated , 
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Family Cueulida\ 

Sub-Family Cuculina\ 

Genus Cueulus. 

]). (199) C. canon is — European Cuckoo. 

]). (200) C. lliiiialayanus— Himalayan „ 

L. (201) C. poliocephalus — SmalJ ,, 

]>. (202) G. Sonncratii — Banded Bay ,, 

/'. (203) C. micropterus — Indian ,, 

]>. (20-1) C. striatus— Hill 

G KN us Hicroeoccyx. 

]J. (205) H. \ arias — Common Hawk-Cuckoo. 

J>. (206) 11. nisicolor-- -Hodgson’s ,, 

!>. (207) II. sparverioides- Ijnrgc „ 

( 1 ! ENTs Polyphasin. 

J‘. (208) I’, nigra -Indian Plaintive Cuckoo. 

(209) P. tonuirostris — Kufous-bellied ,, 

Genus Surniculus. 

1>. (210) S. diemroides- I b ongo or Fork-tailed 

Gen us Chryoseoecyx. 

]>. (21 l) C. Hodgsoni — Emerald 

( rKN us Cocoystes. 

I>. (212) C. mclanolcucos— Pied Crested ,, 

/>. (215) C. Coromandus — Bed-winged ,, 

( Jen us Kudynamys. 

(214) K. orientalis- -Indian Koel. 

Sub-Family Pluenicophaime. 

Genus Zanelostomus. 

1.K (215) Z. tristis— -ljJirge Green -billed Malkoha. 

/'. (216) Z. viridirostris — Small „ „ „ 

Sub-Fa M 1 LY Centroi>odi 1 ia*. 

Genus Ceutropus. 

J\ (217) C. ru 6 pci mis — Common Coueal. 

/’. (2l<8) C. viridis — Lesser Indian „ 
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Genus Tacoocua. 

P. (219) T. Leschcuaultii — Southern Sirkeer. 

(220) T. sirkee — Bengal „ 

(221) T. infuscata — Northern „ 

(222) T. affinis — Central Indian „ 


^ Tribe Tenuikostres. 

Family Nectarinidie. 

Sub-Family Nectarininue. 


Genus Araehnothera. 


1). 

It . 

(223) A. magna — I^irge Spider-hunter. 

(224) A. pusilla — Little ,, ,, 

( Mrtnetimets.) 

It. 

< } en us yEthopyga. 

(225) .E. miles — Himalayan Fed 

Honey- 

■sucker 

D. 

(226) -E. Vigorsii — Violet-eared 


?• 

it. 

(227) ^E. Gould im- -Purple-tailed „ 

i i 

• * 

It . 

(228) yE. ignicauda — Fire- „ „ 

15 

?• 

It. 

(229) yE. Nipalensis — Maroon-backed 

11 

51 

P. 

(230) yE. Horstioldii — Green- ,, 

V 

1 1 

it. 

(231) yE. saturata — Black-breasted 

?i 

15 

P. 

Geni's Leptocoma. 

(232) li. Zeylonica — Ainethyst-rumped 



P. 

(233) L. minima — Tiny 

* * 

1 1 

It. 

Genus Arachncchthra. 

(234) A. Asiatica — Purple 

1 1 

51 

P. 

(235) A. lotenia- Large ,, 

55 

1 1 


V. 

It. 

P. 

P. 


D. 


Sub-Family Dicneime. 


Genus Dioieum. 

(236) D. coecinenm — Scarlet-backed 

(237) D. ehrysorheeum — Yellows outed 

(238) D. minimum--- Tickell’s 

(239) D. concolor— Neilgherry. 


Flower-pecker. 


% * 


Genus Piprisoma. 

(240) P. agile — Thick-billed 
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Genus Myzanthe. 

D, (241) M. igni pectus — 'Fire-breasted Flower-pockcr. 

* Genus Pachyglossa. 

I). (242) P. melanoxantha — Yellow-bellied „ 


Family Certhiadn\ 

Sub-Family Certhina\ 

Genus Oerthia. 

D. (243) C. himalayana — Himalayan Tree-creeper. 

I) . (244) C. Nipalensis — Nepal „ „ 

J) . (245) C. discolor — Sikkim ,, ,, 

Genus Salpornis. 

J\ (246) S. spilonota — Spotted-grey „ 

Genus Tiehodroma. 

1). (247) T. muraria — lied- winged Wall- „ 


Sub-Family Sittime. 

G ent’k Sitta. 

J). (248) S. himalayensis- -White- tailed Nuthatch. 

/). (249) S. leueopsis- White-cheeked 

/>. (250) S. castaneoventris— Chesnut-bellied „ 

D. (251) S. cinnamomeoventris-- Cinnamon- ,, ,, 

D. (252) S. formosa- -Beautiful „ 

Genus Dendrophila. 

J). (253) D. frontalis — Velvet-fronted Blue „ 


Family ITpupid®. 

Sub-Family Upupinte. 

Genus Upupa. 

D. (254) U. epops — European Hoopoe. 

Th (255) IT. nigripennis — Indian „ 
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Tribe Dentjrostres. 


Family Laniadft*. 

Sub-Family Lanian.-e. 

Genus Lanius. 

(256) L. lahtora — Indian Grey Shrike. 

(257) L. crythronotus — Tin fous- backed ,, 

(25S) L. tephronotus — Grey- ,, ,, 

(259) L. nitric ops — Black-headed ,, 

(260) L. Hardwickii — Bay-backed ,, 

(261) L. eristatus — Brown ,, 

(262) L. arenarins — Pale-brown ,, 


Sub-Family Malaconotime. 

Genus Tephrodornis. 

1). (263) T. pel vica— Nepal W<»od-Shri ko. 

I). (264) T. sylvicola — Malabar 

(265) T. pondieeriana — Common ,, ,, 

P. (266) T. grisola- Arakan 

Genus He mi pus. 

D . (267) II. picatus — Little Pied-shrike. 


Sr b-F a m i LY Cam pophngi me. 

Genus Volvocivora, 

J). (268) V. Sykesii — Black-headed -.Cuckoo-Shrike. 

D. (269) V. melaschistos - -Dark-grey ,, „ 

Genus Graucalus. 

/>. (270) G. Macoi — Largo ,, 

Genus Pcrierocotus. 

J). (271) P. speciosus — Large Minivet. 

T). (272) P. Hammeus — Orange ,, 

J). (273) P. brevirostris — Short-billed ,, 

£). (274) P. Solaris — Yelk)W-throatod ,, 

J). (275) P. roseus— -Tioso „ 

P. (276) P. peregrinus — Small „ 

P, (277) P. erythropygins — White-bellied ,, 


IK 

J). 

D. 

D. 

P. 

1 \ 

r>. 



( xvii ) 


Sub-Family Dicrurin®. 
Genus Dicrurus. 


D. 

(278) D. macrocercus — Common 

Drongo-Sli rike, 

D. ’ 

(279) I). balicassius — Crow-billed 

yy 

yy 

V. 

(280) D. longicandatus- — Long-tailed 

yy 

yy 

p; 

(28$ D. coorulescens — White-bollied 

yy 

yy 

* * 4 ? 

Genus Chaptia. 



' D. 

(282) C. senea — Bronzed 

yy 

yy 


Genus Bhringa. 



IK 

(283) B. remifer — Lessor I?acket.-tailed „ 

yy 


Genus Edolius. 



D. 

(284) E. paradisous — liarge ,, 

>y yy 

yy 

P. 

(285) E. Malabaricus — Malabar „ 

yy yy 

yy 


Genus Chibia. 



JK 

(286) C. hottontota — Hair-crested 

yy 

i> 


► Sub-Family Artamiu®. 

Genus Artainus. 

V. (287) A. fuseus — Ashy ttwallow-shriko. 


Family Muscicapid®. 

Sub-Family Myiagrin®. 

Genus Tcliitrea. 

1\ (288) T. paradisi — Paradise Flycatcher. 

P. (289) T. atfinis — Burmese „ 

Genus Myiagra. 

P, (290) M. azurea — Black-napcd Blue ,, 

Genus Leucocerca. 

V. (291) L. fuscovontris — White-throated Fan tail. 

P. (292) L. albofrontata — „ -browed ,, 

P. (293) Li. pectoralis — „ -spotted ,, 

Genus Chelidorhynx. 

D. (294) C. hypoxantha — Yellow-bellied ,, 

Genus Cryptolopha. 

D. (295) C. cinereo-capilla — Grey-headed Flycatcher. 


14 
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Sub-Famtly Muscicapime, 

I. — Mitxcicapew. 

GkNus Hemicholidon. 

T>. (29fi) TT. fuliginosus — Sooty Flycatcher. 

Genus Alseonax. 

/). (297) A. latirostris — Southern Brown ,, 

D. (29S) A. tcrricolor — Bufoacent-brown „ 

I) . (299) A. ferruginous— -Ferruginous ,, 

Genus Oehromela. 

J) . (200) O. nigrorufa — Black and Orange ,, 

Genus Eumyias. 

I. — Olaucuntyiaa. 

J). (201) E. melanops — Verditer ,, 

II. ~ Eumt/itts. 

J\ (202) E. alhicaudata — Neilgherry Blue 

Genus Cyornis. 

I). (202) C. unicolor — Pale ,, 

I) . (204) C. rubeculoidos — Blue-throated Bed breast. 

J \ (205) C. banyumas — Ilorsfield’s Blue ,, 

J) . (200) C*. Tickclline- — Tickolls „ „ 

J\ (207) rufieauda — Bufous-tailcd Flycatcher. 

1 \ (20S) C-. magnimsbris— Bong-hilled Bedbreast. 

(209) C. pallipes- White bellied Blue Flycatcher. 

Genus Muscieapula. 

IK (210) M. supcrciliaris — White-browed ,, ,, 

I), (211) M. icstigma — Little Blue-and-White ,, 

IK (212) M. sapphira — Sapphire-headed ,, 

Genus Nitidula. 

D. (313) N. Ilodgsoni - Pigmy Blue ,, 

Gen its Niltava. 

I) . (314) N. sundara — Bufous-belliod F'airy Blue-Chat. 

J) . (315) N. Macgrigoriai — Small Fairy 

D. (31 fi) N. grand is — Large ,, 

Genus Anthipes. 

(317) A. moniliger — Wbite-Gorgoted 


D. 


Flycatcher. 
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Genus Siphia. 

)\ (31<S) S. tricolor — Brown -winged Flycatcher. 

IK (31 0) S. strophiata- Orange-gorge ted 

P. (320) S. loucomelanura — Slaty ,, 

IK (§21) S. suporeiliaris — Rufous-breasted ,, 

JK (322) S. erythaea — Rusty-breasted ,, 

Genus iOrythnostcrna. 

V. (323) 10. leucura — White-tailed Robin ,, 

D. (32 -t) 10. pusilla — Rufous-laicliod ,, 

/'. (32b) 10. aeornaus — Browji ,, 

lJ. (320) 10. niaeulata — Little IMed ,, 


Fa mii / y Merulidie. 

St : b-Fa m i r.Y Myiothen 1 ia\ 

1.— 11'rt‘n. s. 

Genus Tosia. 

D. (327) T. eastaneo-coronata -( ’host nut-headed Wron. 

D. (32S) T. eyani venter -Slaty -bellied „ 

Genus Pimepyga. 

1>. (329) P. squamata — Scaly-breasted Hill- ,, 

IK (330) P. pusilla — "Brown ,, ,, 

D. (331) P. caudata— -Tailed ,, ,, 

IK (332) P. longieaudata — Long-tailed ,, 

Genus Troglodytes. 

IK (333) T. nipalonsis — Nepal Wron. 

JK (33 1) T. punetatus— Spotted ,, 

Genus Rimator. 

IK (335) R. malacoptilus — Long-billed ,, 

Genus Braehyptoryx. 

I). (336) B. nipalonsis — White-bellied Shovt-wing. 

IK (337) B. hyperythra - -Rusty-bellied ,, ,, 

D. (33K) B. cruralis — White-browed ,, ,, 

Genus Callene. 

If. (339) C. rutivontris — Rufous-bellied ,, ,, 

l). (310) C. frontalis — Blue-fronted _ ,, „ 



( XX ) 


Genus Hodgsonius. r 

D. (341) H, phsenicuroides — White-bellied Short- wing. 

// 'histliny Thrushes. 

Genus Myiophonus. 

P. (342) M. Horsfioldii — Malabar # Whistling Thrush. 

D. (343) M. Temminckii — Yellow-billed „ ,, 

Geni’S Ilydrornis. 

D. (344) H. nipalonsis — Large Nepal Ground- „ 

Genus Pitta. 

]). (34b) P. Bongalcusis — Yellow-breasted ,, ,, 

It. (346) P. euculata — Groen-breasted ,, ,, 

■'x k 

Genus Hydrobata. 

It, (347) H. Asiatica — Brown Water -ouzel. 

P. (348) H. Cashmiriensis — White-breasted Cashmere Dipper. 

P. (349) H. sordida — Blaek-bellied „ ,, 

Genus Zoothern. 

It. (350) Z. montieola — Large Brown Thrush. 

Sub-Family Merulinue. 

Genus Petrocossyphus. 

]). (351) P. cyaneus — Blue Bock- thrush. 

Genus Orocetes. 

It. (352) O. orythrogastra — Chesnut-belliod „ 

It. (353) O. cinclorhynchus — Blue-headed Chat- ,, 

Genus Geociehla. 

It. (354) G. eyanotus — White-winged Ground-thrush. 

D. (355) G. citrina- Orange-headed „ „ 

/). (356) G. unicolor — Dusky „ „ 

Genus Tm*dulus. 

D. (357) T. Wardii— Ward’s Pied- Blackbird. 

P. (358) T card is — Variable ,, „ 
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Genus Morula. 

P. (359) M. liigropileus — Black -capped Blackbird. 

P. (360) M. simillima — Neilghcrry . „ 

1>. (361) M. boulboul — Grcy-wiiiged „ 

JK (362) M. alboeiucta — Whito-collared Ouzel. 

]>. (363) M. castanea — Grey-headed ., 


Genus Planestieus. 

/>. (365) P. atrogularis — Black-throate<l Thrush. 

1). (366) P. fuscatus — Dusky „ 

J\ (367) P. pilaris — Fieldfare. 

Genus Turdus. 

* 

]>. (368) T. llodgsoni — Himalayan Missel-thrush. 

/’. (369) T. iliacus — Redwing Thrush. 

Genus Orcoeinela. 

L>. (370) O. mollissima — Plain-backed Mountain Thrush 

]>. (371) O. dauma — Small-billed „ „ 

P. (372) O. Nilgiriensis — Neilgheriy „ 







Fig. II. 



a. Upper mandible. 

b. Lower mandible. 

c. Culmen. 

d. Gonys. 

e. Nostril. 

f. Nasal fossa. 

g. Commissural point. 

h. Eictus. 

j. Upper tomium. — pi. tomia = sharp cutting edge. 

k. Lower tomium. 

Kinds of bills of birds — 

t, Fissirostral. 2, tenuirostral. 3, Dentirostral. 4, Conirostral. 
5, Pressirostral. 6, Longirostral. 7, ’Cultrirostral. 8, Lamellirostral. 
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INSESSORES. 


TRIBE DENT I ROSTRES. 

Family MERIT LID^E 

Si t b-Famtly TIMALIN/E ( Bahllino Thrush?*) 

This is the third and last sub-family Merulidie are composed of. 
They are birds of arboreal habits, social, seldom seen solitary, usually 
in company with other birds. They have strong legs ; have climb- 
ing propensities, whilst on the other hand, they arc seen much 
on the land. Bill is compressed and notched ; wings short and 
rounded ; plumage loose and laxed, as a rule. They are birds mostly 
of dull sombre colors, some are richly adorned. Their eggs are 
generally blue, plain in most, whilst others are spotted and streaked. 
They comprise the following groups — 

(i) Thick-billed or Finch-Thrushes. 

(ii) Jay-Thrushes, Shrike and Babbler-Thrushes. 

(iii) Quaker and Wren-Babblers. 

(iv) Creeper Thrushes. 

(v) Laughing Thrushes. 

(vi) True Babblers. 

(vii) Reed Thrushes. 

(i) THICK-BILLED oh FINCH-THRUSHES 

These birds arc chiefly found on high altitudes. Most of them 
arc scarce and difficult to find ; only a few species visit Darjeeling, 
and that on rare occasions. Bill is big and finch-like ; legs and feet 
strong; wings weak and rounded; tail graduated, and fairly long; 
plumage soft and laxed. * 

(376) Hktkromorpha vnicolor, Brown Finch-Thrush , is perhaps 
the best birds to seek an acquaintance with, of this curious genus 
of finches, with their formidable looking bills, as the previous spe- 
cies are not easily found. This bird is readily distinguished when 
met with on the higher slopes and jutting out spurs on the Singa- 
lillas. It has a biggish finch-like bill. Unicolor is usually seen 
feeding in thick Iwunboo Jungles or bushes, by side of the road to 
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Tongloo and Nahdakphu at an elevation of 9,000 feet and over. A 
number of these birds are generally observed together keeping up 
a cheerful chatter whilst they forage for insects. They' are local 
in their habits and seldom move from place to place like the more 
migratory birds. Though they feed much among the lower branches 
near the ground, they frequently expose themselves, in the bright 
sunshine. This secies is 7 f inches ; bill bright yellow ; head crested ; 
plumage ashy olive-brown ; brighter coloured on the head, wings 
and tail. 

(.377) Chleuasicus rvficeps, lted-headed Tit-Thrush , is generally 
found at Chuabhunjin, across the Sikkim frontier, after leaving 
Phalut. Scanty groups are occasionally met with on the Sandak- 
phn road. They are similar in habits to the former bird ( Unicolor). 
In size, smaller; about 5^ inches in length. Plumage of this Tit- 
Thrush is olive-brown, above, with a reddish tinge ; head and neck 
bright ferruginous ; underparts of the body white ; legs greenish ; 
irides reddish brown ; bill bluish white, and finch-like ; short, stout 
and deep, sides compressed, culmen much arched. 

Most of the Tit-like Thrushes are found, between Phalut and 
Shampu, the lake below the glacier,, which comes off Kinchinjinga, 
about 14,000 feet elevation. 

(382) Grammatoptila striata, Striated Jay-Thrush, is the first 
bird of this sub-family which makes itself quite at home in Dar- 
jeeling. Most of the previous species are not a little partial to 
higher altitudes. This biggish thrush is frequently met with here. 
It usually arrives late in the season and is seldom seen boforc May. 
Though it comes fully a month earlier, it hides away among thick 
jungle on the outskirts of the station. From these secluded re- 
treats its clear, cheerful call, can be heard, on bright sunny morn- 
ings, groups of four or five of these thrushes congregate together. 
Once the rains have fairly set in, this bird becomes.more solitary 
and less concerned of being observed. At such times, it may be 
seen, on a high branch, overhead, looking grimly, down, as you pass 
through a bit of forest along side of the road. I have seen this 
species, many a time in Bankside and Silver Spring forest jungle. 
Its umber brown plumage, with striated markings, is easily made 
oxifc. Head has a full crest ; bill is jay-like ; shortish, stout fairly 
compressed and curved, scarcely ^hooked and notched at the tip, 
rictal bristles few and scanty ; wings short and rounded 5th and 6th 
quills the longest ; tarsus strong ; feet stout ; claws fairly broad ; 
bill black; legs dull bluish ; irides red brown. Striata is 12 inches 
in length. Like most of the thrushes, this bird has blue eggs ; 
rather elongated in shape and jointed at the small end. Its nest 
is big, shaped like a shallow cup ; constructed of moss and creepers, 
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OKNUS GAMPSORHYNCHUS 

These birds are smallish in size. Bill like the wood shrikes, of 
moderate length, wido at tho base, deep and fairly compressed, 
culmeu curved and well hooked at the tip and notched ; vibrissas 
developed ; wings rounded ; tail graduated aud longish ; tarsus 
fairly long and strong ; claws curved. 

(384) Gampsokhynchuk iu fulus, White-headed Shrike-Thrush. 
This strange looking bird is found in warmer altitudes below Dar- 
jeeling. Biggish flocks are frequently met with in tho Teesta and 
Runjcet valleys, in particular above the suspension bridge where 
tho forests are fairly thickly wooded, or scurb jungle not far off. 
They are generally seen feeding and taking a constitutional in the 
dense undergrowth. At times they are found on the land foraging 
for insects ; but usually twisting and turning on slender twigs or 
like acrobats swinging on the taller wands of jungle plants. Hufulus 
is readily distinguished, even from a short distance away. In size 
it is {> inches. This Shrike-Thrush is a somewhat aberrant form 
of Timnlime. It has a moderate sized bill, wide at tho base, com- 
pressed ; oilmen curved, tip having a projecting shrike-like tooth 
overhanging the lower mandible ; wings rounded ; tail long and 
graduated; tarsus long and strong; claws curved. Plumage is olive- 
brown ; head and shoulders white ; tail feathers tipped whitish ; 
beneath white tinged with ferruginous. This is a rough estimate 
of the plumage of this bird. Tho species before me is more riehly 
coloured than usual. 

GUN (IK ALCIITK 


Is much smaller in size, birds, with dull sombre colours. Bill 
short, fairly stout and compressed, oilmen a little curved, hooked 
and notched ; rictal bristles serviceable; wings rounded, of ordinary 
size ; tail fairly short : tarsus moderate and stout, considering the 
general build of tho bird ; front toes unequal ; claws curved. 

(388) Alcippe nipalensis, y epil Quaker-T brush, with its plain 
and sombre, unattractive colour is apt to get overlooked, as it, in 
company with other and more taking and pleasing birds perhaps, 
hops dimurely about feeding on insects. Nevertheless its mode of 
life and general habits are quite a% interesting as other birds. This 
species of sflrippu - is found more frequently, a ljttle below Darjeeling, 
where it builds its nest, effectively hidden away among low bushes 
about 3 feet from the ground. Nest is constructed of black moss, 
roots and fine grasses protected, without, by dry leaves held together 
by thread-like roots. The eggs are delicate reddish white, with a 
few rich blotches of maroon red, having a reddish haze round the 
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bigger marks. One lias some respect for a lnnl which lias success- 
fully foiled all comers searching for its nest. Nipalen sis' is 5a iuches 
in length. Plumage of this little Quake r-Th rush, above, is olive- 
brown on the back, wings and tail ; ashy colored about the head ; 
it has a dark line over the eyos ; underparts are whitish with a 
reddish brown tinge ; chin white ; bill light yellow ; irides light in 
colour (whitish). The next few birds are scarcely within scope of 
this enquiry, nevertheless a fairly connected narrative of bird life 
in general, appears advisablo, showing an obvious affinity between 
the groups. Species may bo introduced, casually, to give a conve- 
nient gradation to the commoner birds met with in and around 
Darjeeling. Wren-Babblers, though interesting groups in themselves, 
are chieHy birds of the plains. A few of them ascend to our eleva- 
tion. Most of these Babblers frequent dense undergrowth in the 
forests, and are seldom seen above f,000 feet elevation. One or 
two species arc found on the Singalillas in summer. 


GENUS STACHYRIS, U'ren-Jiabblers 

Arc often found associating freely with some of the hard hilled 
Fioworpockors, either Pyrrhoum (629) or Palpr.bmm s (6.31) at a 
lower elevation, or jUnnmiccp* (633) near Darjeeling, and some of 
the tits and their associates on the Singalillas. Bill of birds belong- 
ing to this genus, is longish, straight, compressed, inclined to be 
conical in shape, scarcely notched and tip slightly bent; tail shorter 
than the previous bird, and showing a tendency to be graduated ; 
tarsus stout and longish ; front toes nearly equal ; claws curved ; 
hind too and claw large ; head crested with stiff plumes. 

(391) Stachyris nigrxcei’s, Ulack-thwn1r.il U'rai-Uabhlrr. This 
species is occasionally met with in Darjeeling, whilst on its way 
to Tongloo, or similar altitudes in Sikkim ; but it is not com- 
mon liorc. These birds appears to congregate in bigger numbers 
at a much lower altitude in winter, where they can be more 
frequently observed. Like members of the Tintnlina’, niijricr.ps is 
arboreal in habits and is seldom found on the laud, low bushy 
jungles are its favorite resorts, and feeds on insects. It is 5 2 
inches ; wings are short and rounded ; crest usually prominent and 
shows out conspicuously. Plumage is olive-brown above ; head 
brownish black ; crown whitish ; a white streak reaching to lower 
mandibles ; throat black with traces of white ; beneath pale in 
colour, with a reddish tinge. This bird constructs a big oval nest 
of bamboo leaves and fibres. Eggs are pure white and glossy. 

(394) Stachyris ch rys.ka, (ft/ldru -hew Ini Wren- Babbler, is 
found at a lowor elevation also Jlujicep. (393) both theso birds 
are similar in habits to the former species. In plumage Chrymca 
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diflcrs, it is olive-yellow above, top of the head yellow with black 
streak, darker ojj wings and tail, which show olive edgings ; lowor 
parts of the bird arc bright yellow. In size it is 4^ inches. It is 
one of the prettiest birds of the group. Ifajirrps, red-headed spe- 
cies is not so often met with, except at a lower elevation. This 
bird strikes one, as being a good strong climber. It is often seen 
on tallish trees at times, or doing a balancing exercise walking up 
obliquely whip like wands in the .jungles, liu/icr.p x is -if inches, 
tipper feathers are olive; head light reddish colour; beneath it 
is whitish with a fulvous tinge ; breast dark yellowish. 

( i KNUS POM ATO RUIN L r S, kmitar-IUtbbhr* 

These are biggish, thrush-like birds, with long thin bills. They 
feed on insects chiefly on tho land ; in their hunt they toss the 
leaves with their bills and scratch the ground with their feet. 
PoiiuitorhiitHs are easily made out by their long scimitar-like bills; 
which are long, compressed, pointed and curved ; wings are short 
and rounded ; tail broad, long and graduated ; feet and tarsus long 
and stout; hind toe large; claws large. These birds are found at 
various altitudes, in thick jungle. 

(405) POMATORHtNrs ERYTHROt JEW'S, Jlilstij-chcch‘<l Sriniifar- 
Habbh'r, is more frequently met with in and near Darjeeling. These 
show our approach to the better known birds in the district the 
(riirnibn- and their affined species. Scimitar-Babblers are more fre- 
quently met with in spring and during the rains, in Ilirch hill forest, 
at times in Bankside and Silver Spring: among the trees and jungle 
•about the house. They are again soon, on the Singalillas, in forests 
and thick bamboo clumps ; by the side of tho road to Saudakplni, 
in company with other and rarer species. Scimitar-Babblers seldom 
fly high, just skim along the surface of the land. They are usually 
found feeding beside heaps of decaying vegetation, tossing about 
dead and sodden leaves and refuse, when disturbed they indulge 
in a hop, skip and a jump, and dive into the nearest thicket. In 
spring their song is loud and cheerful, not lacking in melody. A 
sort of whistling call, which gets answered, not infrequently by 
its mate, no doubt, a good way down the hill. linjthroi/mii/x is 
1 Oi inches in length. Colour, above, is olive-brown ; lower parts 
white ; upper parts of tho broast with dusky streaks ; undertail 
coverts and thighs bright rusty ; sides of the head rusty colored and 
edges of tho wing-feathers ; legs yellow ; hides pale yellow. 

(4 KNUS GARRULAX 

Are birds of largish size about 12 inches. Most of these 
thrushes broak forth now and again info discordant cries, which 
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.sounds not unlike derisive laughter, more so when a number are 
congregated together. Bill is longisli, fairly strong, slightly hooked 
and notched, tip curved ; legs and foot strong ; claws long ; middle 
toe lengthened, rictal bristles longish ; wings moderate 5th and 6th 
quills longish ; tail rounded at the end and longish. 

(407) Gariu lax LKrcoixjPlirs, White-crested Laiujhin a- Th rush , 
is a fairly typical bird of this interesting and varied group of Tima- 
linte (Dontirostres) which has a big number of representatives in 
the district and in Sikkim. Some with plain and sombre plumage 
others again beautifully coloured and marked. They are found at 
various altitudes. Leucolophus favors from 5,000 to 6,000 feet 
whore this species, in fairly big numbers, associates with other 
birds. Its whistle and song in spring we might call fairly melodious, 
generally proceeding from some thicket or jungle-cover close by. 
The noisy discordant cackle, referred to, is invariably indulged in 
to drive away intruders in the shape of human beings ; eagles and 
other members of their rapacious family ; usually all those who are 
held as the hereditary enemies of more defenceless birds. White- 
crested Ijaughing-Thrush, carries off the palm in effectively driving 
away those who approach too close to thoir charge. It is an inter- 
esting bird to watch and is typical in sover^l respects. Little* 
difficulty need be experienced in distinguishing it. This species has 
a big prominent white-crest, which it elevatos in a rigid manner 
when oithor alarmed or annoyed. Leiicotophns is 12 inches in length : 
head, neck and breast are pure white, ft has a conspicuous black 
streak from the nostrils to ear-coverts; the remaining plumage is 
rich olive-brown, tinged with chesnut, dark on tail and quills. 
These thrushes feed chiefly on berries, insects and caterpillars, at 
times on the ground when greater facilities for food present them- 
selves. I frequently saw these birds below Darjeeling quite at 
home about 4,000 feet elevation. They are found in big numbers 
on the Singla Spur, leucolophus is supposed to now and then make 
a breakfast off a small bird — may be, — one can’t account for tastes. 

1 am inclined to think that this is an ovcrliasty accusation, for. small 
birds, generally hold leucolophus in high esteem and invariably 
appreciate its presence at their social gatherings. When you find 
yourself in a colony composed of warblers, tits and flowcrj>eokers, 
happily feeding and improving each golden hour, these thrushes set 
up a note of alarm, at your approach. I should call them the 
policemen of I use store*. A hereditary distinction held in Darjeeling 
by Sibia (.-uirntratn (429). Over and above the wild chatter they 
kick up on these occasions, they have been supplied by nature with 
strong bills, legs and feet together with fairly sharp claws, which 
they can turn to good account, as weapons of deieucc, a\«o, \o the 

more harmless occupation of digging up the ground for grubs ,* or 



( 97 ) 


holding on to thin branches and twigs of trees, which $et pressed 
down under their weight. White-crested Laughing-Thrush is gener- 
ally a bit of a nuisance when, one is anxious to learn about the 
habits etc. of some species you have just spotted. It is difficult 
to evade the sharp “ on the look out ” eyes of these birds. As soon 
as you approach within respectable distance, the noisy discordant 
laughter, marks your presence out to the smallest, most careless 
little bird. The rapid volley of abuse that is showered on your 
innocent pate, makes you feel a bit ashamed of yourself, and your 
inspection is reserved for a more convenient time. On such occa- 
sions the white crest of this thrush is raised to an alarming extent, 
which makes you feel certain that leucolophne at least means business, 
and woebetide Athene Cuculoides or liroduei (79-80) should they slip 
noiseously in amongst them to make a morning’s meal. 

(408) Garrglax CA5RULATU.S, Crey-dded Unighing-Thrush , is 
found about the same elevation as the previous species. Tt is quieter 
in habits and differently coloured. In size 11 inches. The crest 
so prominent in leucolophu s is lacking in this species. In colour 
Cierulatns is darker ; feathers are tipped black, above, plumage is 
olive-brown with a chesnut tinge ; wing feathers are grey ; sides 
of the head black. Now and then a stray species of this bird finds 
its way up to Darjeeling ; but as a rule they are uncommon here, 
and difficult to find owing to their habits of remaining in thick 
jungle cover. 

(416) Trochalopteron oh rysopterg m, Vellow-iehujcd htughing- 
Thrush , used to be fairly common in Darjeeling, even now it is 
frequently met with in spring, near undergrowth jungle. Its 
whistle is often heard during “the rains;” but the bird, cares little 
to show itself. It feeds chiefly on the land. In spring Chryxopterum 
has a song quite as sweet as any of these thrushes. It is prettily 
marked and coloured. In size 10 inches ; bill dusky brown ; legs 
yellow-brown ; irides red. Plumage is chiefly olive above ; bright 
yellow edgings on the primaries ; olive on back and upper tail- 
coverts which have a reddish tinge : wing-coverts are chesnut ; neck 
and breast is dark prettily marked with black circular spots. 

(418) Trochalopteron variegatum, Variegated Lawjhivg- 
Thnish, is a beautifully marked bird. The bright variegations are 
produced by white spots and streaks, displayed over various shades 
of black. These show out prominently and produce a pleasing 
effect of combination of colours. Plumage, above, is brownish 
grey ; wing-coverts have black spots ; rufous on the greater coverts ; 
bright yellow on the primaries ; tail ashy grey with yellow and 
white tips to the feathers ; olive on the breast ; .underparts black, 
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On the ^jmg this bird displays richer colours. This species prefers 
a lower elevation. It is usually found on Tukdar Spur. I saw a 
number, frequently, where Rungli Kungli Hilt Road leaves the out- 
skirts of the forest. 

(420) Troohalopteron sqita.uatum, Blue-winged Laughing- 
Thrush, is generally made out by blue on tho edges of first prima- 
ries, and black half-moon shaped marks on olive-brown on tho head, 
neck and upper plumage ; tertiarios are black, coverts ashy, also 
remaining quills ; tail black with a greenish gloss ; lower plumage 
olive; irides reddish brown. This bird is 10i inches. Wings short, 
and rounded, which effect is produced by tertiary quills and prima- 
ries being equal or nearly so. In habits most of these thrushes differ 
but slightly. 

(422) TrochaloI’ I'ERON pjkeniceum, ( 'rirnson-winged Laughing- 
Thrush, is perhaps tho most beautiful species of this group which 
occupy the unmeritted distinction of being garrulous owing to the 
characteristics of a few of their members, who ungrudgingly offer 
protection to small birds. By the time wc reach p/uruimciu this 
family trait is absent. Crimson-winged Thrush is found in Sikkim, 
and tho outskirts of Darjeeling, seldom over 6,000 feet elevation. 
This species is frequently met with in tho forest ; on road to Kalim- 
pong. It is easily distinguished from other specios, by its bright 
crimson wings (outer-edges of the primaries and terminal portions 
of secondaries and tertiaries) also ear-coverts, sides of the neck 
and a streak on side of the head; plumage above is rich olive-brown, 
some white showing itself more prominently when the bird opens 
its wings to fly. Plneuio-um is <S.\ inches ; bill black ; irides red- 
brown. Eggs of this specios are artistically marked with dots and 
hair-lines, a sort of hieroglyphics, on a bluo grounding more of the 
style of a bunting’s egg, only much bigger, generally elongated oval 
in shape. Nests are generally found in undergrowth, about 10 feet 
from the ground, firmly fixed to a cluster of lateral branches. The 
nest is constructed of dry bamboo loaves, twigs and lined with soft 
fibre and black hair-like moss-roots. 

GENUS ACTINODURA, Bur-win as 

Introduce ns to the short-legged thrushes. Their plumage is 
dense, Huffy, soft and silky. They have prominent crests. Birds, 
smaller in size than the foregoing thrushes. Wings have a barred 
appearance, tail slightly so ; this is caused by broadish white lines 
across the wings (primaries) in a latoral position and black lines, 
on a reddish ground, reminding one, a little of the Wood-cock’s, 
(Scolopax rusticola 867) wing. These lines give them a typical 
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appearance and their generic name. They are gregarious in habits, 
and are seen in company with other birds. Bill is compressed and 
slender, slightly curved ; rictal bristles scanty and weak ; wings 
short and rounded ; tarsus short ; lateral toes unequal, anterior 
claws long and a little curved ; hind toe and claw strong aifd curved. 

(427) AcrriNOni’KA Egertoni, Rnfoux Ra ruing, is seldom found 
over 6,000 feet. A little below Darjeeling it is frequently seen. 
These bar-wings generally keep to bushes and troes, where they 
hunt for insects, grubs and berries which they feed on. When any 
of the berries which they are partial to, are rii>e, numbers of birds 
may be seen busy at work. When one tree has been gone over, 
or become overcrowded with other birds going, only, for the ripest 
fruit, they fly off to another tree. Their flight is slow, laboured 
and undulating, with repeated strokes of the wings, not unlike some 
of the true Babblers (Malacocircus). Plumage of Egertoni is much 
brighter than the next species and keeps much to warmer altitudes.” 
It is 9 inches in length ; tail is long and graduated like the Timnli- 
n«\ above, it is reddish-brown, on the back, shoulders of the wings 
and coverts ; crown of the head brown with a pinkish tinge on 
the crest ; ear-coverts ashy-brown ; the primaries arc more or 
less chesnut, some arc reddish ash in colour barred with black ; 
tail foathers are tipped white, with faint bars; breast ai.d under- 
parts ashy reddish brown. 

(428) Actinoih ka NII’.U.KNKIS, Hoary Bar-icing, differs a good 
deal from the former species. In color it is less attractive. It seeks 
the colder and less congenial heights of Sandakphu and Phalut however 
it is seldom found in big numbers far north, about the elevation 
of Tongloo it seems more attached to. Xipalen, six is 8 inches in 
length. Colour, alw>ve is dull reddish brown with an olive tinge ; 
large crest is brown ; shafts of the feathers are white, which gives 
the bird a streaked look ; a somewhat hoary appearance. The 
colour of these birds changes a good deal, one of the specimens 
before me, from Sandakphu, at a time when it was shedding its coat 
to make room for its winter plumage, is bright rufeseent brown. 
It looks like one of the Spiny Babblers. 

(JEN ITS KIBJA 

First of this group is one of the common Darjeeling birds, an 
interesting species to make the acquaintance of. Bill is long, 
slender and a little curved ; wings ample in size for a Thmlina’, and 
rounded ; tarsus longish and strong ; hind toe broad and large, claws 
acute and curved, lateral toes unequal, but possessing a good strong 
grip when necessary ; tongue forked, with signs of a brush at the 
tip, which aids the bird in its flower pecking habits. 

16 
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(429) Si in A CAPISTKATA, Mack-heat fad Sibiu, is perhaps the l>est 
known bird we have in Darjeeling. Sibia is much in e\ i< Icrce ail seasons 
of the year, and bird life in our station would be much poorer, and 
bereft of its vivacity and cheerfulness if sibias would take it into 
their heads to emigrate in a body, like Cmenfas (807) Green-Blood 
Pheasant has thought fit to do, off those captivating slopes : rich 
grassy downs ; and shady Rhododendron forests on the Sirgalillas, 
between Sandakphu and Phalut. If I called Gar- lencoloph vs, White- 
crested Laughing-Thrush and some of its race the policemen of the 
smaller Insessoreal colony oi community, I should say, Sibia is the 
head-constable, but you can’t grease Sibia’s palm ! to let you tres- 
pass beyond forbidden ground, even though it sees you unarmed 
— gun or any other murdorous weapon, and only wish to watch 
the little hide and seek among the branches, or note the peculiarities 
of certain birds. No! Nature in the shape of birds, seems -axerso 
• or has been brought up to think so — to permit peeping into her 
sanctuaries. It hardly seems necessary to describe Sibia caj/i.dra/a 
which ought to be fairly well known to one and all. As it appears 
on the branch above you, it is deep rufous on the lower back and 
upper tail-coverts ; paler rufous, front of the neck, breast and 
below ; head with a prominent black crest. Rufous and black are 
the predominating colours, overlooking brighter and darker lints ; 
tail is rufous ; bill black ; irides brown. In length this species is 
10 inches. Like most birds on these .hills, it has a variety of accom- 
plishments together with a fine clear voice, nature has endowed it 
with. Its song, also like most birds, is varieated according to cir- 
cumstances, times and seasons — a cl^kr pleasant whistle, not unlike 
tit-cr-ree, ree-ree, ree-ree, throughout the day, winter, sun and rain. It 
is uttered a good deal to suit the occasion. In November the call 
changes to remind one of the coming cold weather ; in the latter 
end of February, it heralds the approach of a gonial spring. When on 
more serious business, such as “ sentry go ” among the branches on 
the confines of a busy “camp of exeercise, ’’ it assumes the babbler 
accomplishments. In build it is like a greyhound, and can slip 
through the maize of branches with great ease and speed. Sibia 
is also a remarkably good boxer ; I have seen it in spring como 
tumbling to the ground, landing good telling blows on the Cohered 
l’igmy Owlet’s formidable beak, and when on the ground, holding 
on with one leg and hitting out with the other till owlet had, had 
quite enough of it and flew off when able, looking much the worse 
for the encounter. This I afterwards, discovered, was for looking 
with hungry eyes at Mrs. Sibia’s household, getting their first 
lesson in flying. Sibia when he likes is a perfect acroiiat, it clings 
to flowering stocks and slender stems, head down probing the buds 
for lurking insects. 
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( !.’{(>) Si hi A l’MJAOlDJiS, 1/mtj-iaiUxktiilm, is not to be seen in Dar- 
jeeling, as it is more partial to 4,000 or 5,000 feet elevation. This 
bird diffors from the last named species, by having a longer bill 
and wings, much longer tail, which gives it a clumsy flight, in 
an undulating wavy manner, when flyirg from tree to tree ; short 
distances apart. In habits generally it resembles the former Sibia • ; 
but the longer tailod species arc not so active, sharp and intelli- 
gent. Both these Sibias are good acrobats, the latter birds, perhaps, 
not so accomplished a master at the profession, as ('apntmfn, in 
climbing or turning on the trapeze. J'i voulca is common about, 
elevation of Kurseong. Jt is 11 inches in length. Bill and Jogs 
are blackish; irides red-brown j iris silvery ; plumage, greyish black 
with a greenish tinge, darker on the head ; wings with a large white 
spot about the secondaries; tail dusky, the feathers broadly tipped 
with white ; lower parts of the bird are ashy in colour. 

(i KN US MA I iACXXU lit 'US 

True Babblers are., perhaps, not so interesting a group of birds, 
as the one we have just, reluctantly, parted company with, nor are 
they seen as far up as Darjeeling. Two species are found on the 
lulls. Bill of these birds is short, compressed, deep and curving 
in shape, a slight pcrecptablc hook at the tip which is entire, gongs 
ascendings, a few undeveloped rictals ; wings short and much rounded, 
•1th, 5th and (>th quills the longest ; tail broad and fairly long ; tar- 
sus stout, with protecting scuta? ; feet large ; claws curved. These 
are sombre coloured birds, g*py with a mfeseent tinge, having a 
striated appearance in most. They feed much on the ground. 

(132) Malacoci iters tkkki colon, J frugal JJaMler, hotter known 
amongst residents in India, as the seven sisters, or Silthbhiyon (seven 
brothers). They arc certainly noisy birds and appear to keep up a 
constant altercation, at every turn of life's weary journey. There is 
a story current among Indians that, a king “ once upon a time,’’ 
culled them in and solicited their services to dig a well, when the job 
was finished, after resting a while, they made off to the king, and 
demanded payment for their labour which had been agreed upon ; 
but lo and behold some wily on-looker had hastened to the palace, 
and drawn tho sum of money, set aside for them. The king, we 
learn, would not entertain their demands, and positively refused to 
pay ovor again. This is why, the noisy and animated altercation 
goes on, as soon as they, or their heirs, administrators and assigns, 
remember tho vile trick which was played upon them. It seems 
hardly necessary to enter into a more complete description of colour 
of these birds, which are already well known. However a few 
points may be of interest. The bill is moderately short, compressed, 
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deep and curved, commissures partially curved, gonys aseonding, 
which give these birds a somewhat “down in the month” appear- 
ance ; wings like true Timalhur , short and much rounded ; tail 
broad and ample ; tarsus short, strong and protected by shield like 
scales ; claws serviceable. The colour of these birds is much like 
the ground they are generally found on, which offers them protec- 
tion from assaults of their rougher neighbours. 

(536) Mai,a<jocircis Malcolmi, Large (trey Bubbler,, is found 
as a rule a little further up our hill sides ; but seldom advances over 
1,000 or 2,0000 feet elevation. These birds can generally be seen on 
the paths, say, preferably north east of Muthigara Road, feeding in 
companies of sixes and sevens, where- I have more frequently ob- 
served them ; alighting off trees or bushes one after another and 
keeping up a constant chatter. They are bigger than the Bengal 
Babbler. They have similar habits and peculiarities. Like most 
birds of this group they are weak on the wing. Their flight is 
generally laboured. They usually forage within easy distance of 
undergrowth or road-side hedges, into which they dash on approach 
of danger. Nevertheless should a hawk seize any member of their 
company, or a friendly bird close by, the rest of the babblers, go for 
the offending hawk, with a will and tenacity, which invariably 
makes it let go. I have seen this done on more than one occasion 
and feel sure that the hawk, which usually darts from .a long lead, 
off branch of a tree, a good distance away has mistaken its quarry — 
a large grey babbler for some other family more helpless in protect- 
ing its members, I have noticed a sparrow-hawk in its rapid descent, 
on more than one occasion, change its mind, as it were, in its head 
long dive ; when it neared the object of its quest ; which feat 
appears surprising, considering the blind velocity it gathered for the 
stroke. The usual vocation of babblers, appears to be, to turn and 
return, toss up in the air dead leaves lying in heaps in jungle or by 
sides of the road. In size this bird is about 1 1 inches. Logs dull yellow; 
i rides light yellow. Tt feeds on beetles, grasshoppers and insects. 
In spring it has a pleasant song, resembling “giur, qua’, guv, r/uho, 
qufw.'’ Colour is pale brownish grey ; head feathers with white 
shafts ; a little yellowish aland the quills ; a reddish tinge on breast, 
underparts arc whitish grey. 

(410; Mkoafa’IU's I’AIAhTUIS, Striated vl/i tr*h Bubbler, might 
perhaps, lie a goes l typical bird to halt at and examine briefly. lake 
the true babblers it seldom ascends over a few hundred feet in 
elevation, in the district. In the terai these birds arc more plenti- 
ful. Pultufris prefers marshy grot i beside water courses and 
rivers. Usually at such places, where hill rivers drop down to the 
plains, forming wide sandy ehurs and water logged marshes ; fertile 
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breading grounds of insects in general*, A warm humid atmosphere 
and spots unfrequented by human beings seem to suit it best. It 
appears to fatten on the malaria producing mosquitoes. 1 have occa- 
sionally seen theso Marsh-Babblers above Sivoke, in all their glory, 
whistling, in spring, a melodious air, often heard proceeding from the 
thick reeds which grow at the water’s edge. Marsh-Babbler is lOinches 
in length. Plumage, above, is bright olive-brown ; wing feathers 
edged with brown ; a fairly prominent white streak over the eye ; 
back and scapulars olivc-biown the feathers with a black stripe ; 
crown of the head rufescent with dark lines ; underparts whitish 
brown ; breast specklod, throat white. In spring these birds rise 
on the wing in a typical flight, somewhat after the manner of larks, 
and carol a pretty song in the air, before returning to the tall reeds 
near the edge of the water. This manner of song is unique for a 
Timaliw. It is undoubtedly a beautiful outburst, pleasant to hear 
and witness. It is not unusual to see Flycatchers, etc., rise vertically 
after insects. The sky-larks and a few other birds rise and soar 
from an exuberance of life ; 1 detected no winged insect draw forth 
the Striated- Babbler. Like the Larks it appears to be more a 
buoyant out burst of joy and gladness. This bird builds, in low 
bushes, near the ground, its nest of grass, well worked together, 
with roots and hair entwined. Kggs are beautifully glossy, bright 
greenish blue. 

The Becd-birds are out of our range, as they are not found in 
the district. 


Family BKACIIVPODIIlI: (short -by id Thru*/,,*) 

These birds, are mostly, of rich and brilliant plumage. Except- 
ing Pi/nomotnov which are black in colour with a* patch here and 
there of bright red and yellow, as the case may be. Whilst on the 
other hand such birds as the Oreeii bulbuls and Jrrnhnr are beauti- 
fully coloured and prettily marked. Legs and feet of birds of this 
family arc typically short and more suitable for perching ; wings 
usually long. They comprise. Bullmls and Orioles. Many Of the 
species of short-legged Thrushes are to be. found in Darjeeling, moro 
so in the district. They are found in most parts of India ; fe.ed 
much on insects, and show a partiality for fruit a ; nd berries. 


This family is divided into : - 
( 1 ) Pycnonotj x.e . . . 

(•/) Pmym^>kmthin.k 

(.*}) Tl{ ENINA! 

(l) OiUOLlN.K 


True Bulbuls.- 
(been „ 
Bluebirds. 
Orioles. 
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Npis-fa.mily PYCNOXOTIN..K (True Bulbuh)- 

Are a well known and characteristic family of birds in India. 
Bill is short, straight and depressed at tho base ; rictal bristles more 
developed than former group ; tonguo typically bifid in some, slightly 
pencilled in a few ; plumage is dense and puffy, in most of the 
species. In a number of these birds, an intermixture of hair-like, 
undevoloi>od feathers are found on the head and napo, more particu- 
larly, Crinifier. True Bulbuls arc arboreal in habits, preferring 
better wooded portions of the district, but they frequently visit 
more open country and come close to human habitations, gardens, 
and orchards. Whistle of this bird is a rich toned warble or call 
which has gotten for it, the Persian name bulbul meaning night- 
ingale. 

(Ini us lf//psiprfrs , head crested with lanceolate shaped feathers ; 
bill lengthened and fairly strong, culmcn slightly arched ; wing long 
Ith and 5th quills the longest; tail more square in shape and longish; 
feet and legs very short ; a few weak rictal bristles Ili/psijir/rs 
present two types of birds, first has red bills with dark (black) 
plumage and the second, dark bills ; tail squarish in shape, with 
lighter plumage, more olive coloured in most species. 

(ill) Hvpsii’KTKS pkakoiukk, HiuutUnjun Black Bulbul, Pliakki- 
pho of Eepchas is often met with below 5,000 feet I saw this bird 
occasionally on (ting Spur ami more wooded slopes on sides of the 
hills. It is 1 1 inches in length ; plumage with grey on the wings and 
back; the lower parts 1 of the bird are lighter; undertail coverts 
show a good deal of white ; crest, black ; quills and tail tipped with 
black. Bill bright red ; legs red ; iridcs reddish brown. They food 
on wild fruit and berries; at times on pollen, insects and sweet 
juices in flowers a^ftd blossoms. 

(117) IIvi’srrKTKs McBrllaniu, Bu/ouu-Mlicft Bulbul, seldom 
ascends over 2,000 feet elevation ; but can usually be observed in 
•biggishwimiubers in the Teesta and Runjcet valleys, generally perched 
on trees *by tJjjp river side. In spring these birds have a loud clear 
warldii?g‘eall, pleasant to hear. In size this species is about 9 inches ; 

- wing gxpanse 15 inches. The bright reddish brown on the breast, aids 
ohetfr? distinguish it, with yellowish colour on under tail-oovcrts, 
this latter marking i§ easier noticeable when the bird is not far off or 
On a tree over-head.' * Plumage, above, is olive-green ; oar-coverts 
Browjiilh ; head brown, crest with centres of tho feathers pale ; 
Underpays of body are whitish ; bill dull olive ; irides light brown 

(148) IlK.wrxos Klava la, Bnuvuumml Bulbul , is found a little 
.below Darjeeling. *1 have seen these birds many times on trees be- 
side Takvar Road also near Pasliok on tbo way to Kalimpong. It 
is generally found about 5,000 feet elevation. On rare occasions 1 
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have observed oho dr two of this species on Birch Hill forest and 
Silver Spring feeding on berries. Flaailti is 8^ inches in length. Plumage 
is ash coloured above, crown of the head grey, crest, not so full as Hy- 
psipetex, pointed and longish, lanceolate feathers; wings hnd tail darker 
in shade ; you will, doubtless, observe the greenish yellow edgings to 
exposed parts of the secondaries ; a black streak on the sides of the 
head, more so in well marked specimens you come across ; ear-coverts 
are typical, being silky brown ; breast of this bird is ashy in colour, 
and lower parts white ; bill black, arched and slender ; tail is long 
and square shaped. There is but little to add about the general 
habits and characteristics of these well-known birds. 

Genus Algtkus, have striated plumage, and differ a little from 
the foregoing. Bill is stronger and wider at the base, rictals weak ; 
outer tail feathers slightly shorter ; head crested as in other 
groups. 

(449) A Lev ill’s stri atus, Striutnl ( tTi'K tt -TtuUtii /, could be placed 
first among our commoner bulbuls, as it is fairly plentiful in spring 
in Darjeeling and during the rains. It is frequently met with in the 
woods round the station, but is seldom seen beyond the elevation of 
( llioom forest. I 11 habits it is much the same as other bulbuls. 
Usually seen on trees about the place, and often conies close to the 
house. They associate in small flocks of about half a dozen or more 
in number. This striated Bulbul feeds chiefly on fruit and berries. 

It is not a little partial to wild cherries ; occasionally you see them 
snapping at a passing termes or smaller sized moth. When it first 
arrives at a certain locality it seems shy and easily takes to flight ; 
but when it gets moro accustomed to the surroundings, near human 
dwellings it becomes tamer and descends to perch on our smaller 
trees, where it can be observed to advantage ; on* the tip of a bush 
or tree, singing, may be, or warbling a cheerful and melodious song, 
musical and full of rich notes, which can be made out quite a quarter 
of a mile away, harmonising the harsher calls of other birds. A kne 
for Indian music may be an acquired taste : but one must needs l > 0 " 
pretty dull of hearing not to appreciate the warble 1 Himalaya n 

birds. Striated Green-Bulbul can be made out by its* more typical • 
colouring. In size it is flinches; plumage, abm e, olive gremi turning* {6 * 
ashy tints ; white narrow streaks on the head, back ana belo'Wf the 
chin ; under tail-coverts are bright yellow ; breast whito Ringed with 
yellow ; crest with dark green pointed feathers, or in* sOmo Species* 
olive brown. 

Genus Cri nicer, is a fairly typical group in structure, colpiiV,* ' 
and habits not a little. These birds display a good deal of yellow 1 
markings. Bill stronger and deep, of moderate length, culmcn *\ 
curved ; rictal bristles long ; tail fairly even, outer-feathers shorter ; 
head crested, hair like feathers more distinct on .the head and nape. 
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(450) (*isiniuku ktkkicts, Yelloir-broirvd Bulbul, comes into 
Darjeeling on rare occasions. I Usually found at an elevation of 5,000 
feet where these birds are fairly plentiful. They associate in small 
flocks. This (! rinujer has a rich melodious call oftener heard in 
spring. When perchance one is on a long tramp out of Darjeeling, 
or an excursion to a lower elevation, to one of the tea gardens ; or a 
trip to Phalut along Ghoom forest. This species is fairly common, 
whero road along Nepal frontier dips down to below 5,000 feet at 
Mauihungin, before you negotiate those steep ziggags on the brow of 
Ningalillas, near one of the first passes, met with into Nepal. This 
species is 8 inches in length ; yellow is the predominating colour, which 
meets the eye on viewing this bird, with a pretty stand up crest. 
The plumage, abovo, is olive-green : it has a bright yellow superciliary 
streak ; wings and tail have a dark tinge ; lower parts of the bird 
are bright yellow ; bill black, longisb, strong, culmen arched : irides 
bright red. 

(451) CniNKiKR flavkoM’s, // Irite-throated JiulM, could be 
mistaken for last named species, more so from a distance. This bird 
has a greater display of yellow than icteric a*. It is 8i inches in size ; 
upper plumage is olive yellow ; wings and tail brown ; cheeks whitish 
grey ; lower parts arc bright yellow, Bill is bluish in place of black 
in irfeiku ; legs lighter in colour ; crest, also is larger. These few 
temarks will aid in separating these two si*ecies, when observed, 
which are similar also in habits and characteristics. Lepehas call 
Jfnreohix, kussopeechiop-pho, which is an uncommonly close represent- 
ation of the low mellow whistle of Jhtrcoht*, so much so, that wore 
you to whistle it say at Manibhunjin, or in the woods below 
Darjeeling, 1 doubt not that you would draw the attention of 
Jlucrolux, for 1 have seen it prick up its ears, when any one practicing 
it has got the proper key or pitch, whilst on the other hand yellow- 
browed species will not turn a feather. 

Genus T.yon, llush Bulbuls, are more difficult birds to meet as 
they are chiefly found in well wooded parts of the district, a good 
bit lower elevation than Darjeeling. In Teesta Valley or on the 
road to Kalimpong, one, is more likely to observe these birds and 
listen to thdir pretty warble. Some species are common in the 
plains. 

Genus Otocompsa, Birds with bright yellow (chiefly) under 
tail-coverts ; head black, crest more erect. Bill fairly short, a little 
curved : plumage, above brown. 

(458) Otocompsa lkucogenys, IVhite-chevhd (kesfeil- Bulbul, 
This floes not moan that the other species are not crested ; but 
merely that the crest is more prominent, and avoII under control of 
the bird : that it takes much pleasure in displaying it, when its 
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pugnacious nature has been roughened. Lencogenyx fairly common at 
an elevation of 5,000 feet which appears to be the limits of ascent 
of not a few of the Bulbul v. Leucoyeuya is about 8 inches in length. It 
has bright yellow lower tail-covorts ; head and crest brown ; a white 
streak behind the eyes ; black about the sides of the head ; ear- 
coverts white ; quills dusky brown ; upper plumage yellowish brown ; 
tail tipped white, foathers brown and black ; breast light brown, and 
below whitish. These Bulbul* fly high and keep much to the taller 
trees. They are active and restless in their habits. Lepcha name is 
Manglio-kur. 

Genus Pycnonotus, there birds have strong bills, longish, fair- 
ly curved ; rictal bristles more developed ; legs and feet strong ; 
squarish tails, under tail-coverts red. Plumage darker than the 
foregoing groups excepting Hypdpetea and lacking the pointed stand 
up crest. 

(461) Pycnonotus pyg.-eus, (fonnm n Bengal Bulbul, is frequent- 
ly scon in Darjeeling. They make their appearance early in spring. 
It scorns scarcely necessary to figure so well-known a bird as, the 
bulbul. If one, is not acquainted with it in its state of nature, little 
difficulty will be experienced in finding a caged spocimen, in capti- 
vity. Pyga’us, in its natural surroundings, usually frequents vil- 
lages and homesteads, whether in the plains or in the district ; they 
are seen in towns, where gardens and orchards abound, in preference 
to the woods and jungles, where it generally repairs to in the breed- 
ing season. It is often mot with near human habitations and culti- 
vated lands whore the chances of a forage present themselves. In 
the hills it shows a preference for some of our berries and softer 
varieties of fruits. This species is often found, in partial captivity, 
carried about on the wrist of its owner, secured with a string 
fastened round the wings, below, shoulders of the bird. The string 
is about a foot or two long at the end of which is a red tassel. Red 
being the colour, supposed to turn the bulbul’s ire, and put it in a 
good fighting humour. This form of contest is frequently indulged 
in, in the plains, where two trained and veteran bulbuls, which have 
displayed considerable prowess on former occasions; go for each 
other, in right good earnest, using all the weapons of offence and 
defence, which nature has endowed them with, usually flicking each 
other with rapid strokes of the wings. It is hard to conceive where 
the pleasure or diversion comes in, to watch, such forms of sports. 
However this practice is dying out with the exit of some of the 
old Mogul customs in the east. Pggtvtt* grows exceedingly tamo and 
flies about the house when liberated and soon appreciates acts of 
kindness shown to it. 

17 
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Genus Phyllornis, Green Bulimia, have longish lulls, culmen 
more curved, tip bent and notched ; wings longish 4th quill longest ; 
tail shorter than most of the groups. Plumage is a bright verdure 
green, with patches of blue and yellow markings. These bulbuls are 
better known as chloropsis. 

(463) PHYLLORNIS Jerdoni, Common Green-Bulbul, is a rich and 
beautifully coloured bird, which reminds us not a little of the pretty 
Lena, Fairy Blue-Bird (469). One feels that, you have got out 
of the province of the Pycnonofinue on viewing these bright coloured 
Green-Bulbuls or Chloropais as I prefer to call them. They approach, 
in habits generally and in colour not a little, Trent nue. This liand- 
sojne Phyllornis is found, as a rule at an altitude of about 5,000 foot. 
It is generally seen in pairs feeding on insects and homes. I saw 
this species of Chloropaia, occasionally on the Tukdar Spin- where it 
dips down to the warm valleys, through which Teesta ri\ or flows. 
It is 7 J inches in length. It has leaf-green plumage ; shoulders 
bright blue ; yellow and hyacinth-blue streaks on the side of the 
head ; throat and gorget black, bordered with yellow. In South 
India this bird is called “ the jewel of the forest.” The Green- 
Bulbul has a pretty song like most of the family. It is occasionally 
seen in Darjeeling in warm summer days. 

(465) Phyllornis Al’RfFRONs, Gnll-f ronfeil Green -Bulbul, is 
also met with in Sikkim and lower altitudes below Darjeeling. In 
spring it is frequently found about 4,000 feet ; but it is more abundant 
in Runject Valley. Caged specimens are occasionally seen for sale 
in Calcutta, at the bird market in Territta Bazar where I saw one 
or two, a few years ago, where this arboreal bird seemed to take 
kindly to those dark, dismal, dank cellars. Aurifnm -a is 8 inches ; 
wing extent 1 2 inches ; bill black ; legs and feet bluish ; iridcs 
brown. In colour, verdure gretfh predominating ; verdigris blue on 
the wings ; brilliant golden orange on crown of the head and breast ; 
black in front of the neck, with yellow edgings : wings and tail grey. 

(465) Phyllornis Hardwickii, Blue-uinrjed Bulbul, is perhaps 
more frequently met with, than former species. It is usually found 
without much' difficulty on Nepal side of the district, and Little 
Runjeet valley. This Chloropais is richly coloured. Tt is one of the 
most beautiful species of this group. Typically, green is perhaps not 
quite so prominent, owing to the lavish display of yellow and 
blue. In size it is 8 inches. Colour of the male is, green above ; 
underparts rich orange ; head and neck tinged yellow ; it has a bril- 
liant smalt-blue streak on the sides of the hoad (face) and shouldors, 
which are verdigris blue ; wings and tail purple ; breast black with 
a dark purple gloss. Female, differs but slightly in richness of 
colour. When yon catch a glimpse of this bird, with its beautiful 
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tints of colours, as it slips with case through upper branches of trees 
in pursuit of some of the swifter insects on the wing, the sight is 
surprising and quite ropays a few minutes observation. JS r ow and 
then it opens its wings to hover in the air or fly off to another tree. 
The momentary flashes of azure or turquoise blue or the tints of 
yellow are most striking. This bird looks extremely graceful, as it 
slips with ease and rapidity through the branches of trees or big 
bushes, in their chase after winged termites and moths, halting now 
and then to examine a likely place where iusects might be secreted. 
It seems to display but little reverence for rare and beautiful butter- 
flies. This r/tloropd'i has a pretty song. It is seen to no small ad- 
vantage in the orange groves in Sikkim, when the blossoms are yet 
on the trees. 

CiENrs Irena, or Fairy lHuc-llirdx, are of glistening blue colour : 
legs and feet short ; bill more depressed than proceeding groups, 
strong and of moderate length, eubnen raised, tip toothed and slight- 
ly hooked ; rietal bristles present ; wings longish 3rd and 4th quills 
the longest ; tail moderate ; farm* very short ; claws short and 
curved. 

(M>9) Irena puklla, Fairy Jilw-JUrd, is one of the handsomest 
birds found in the district. Its brilliant plumage cannot easily be 
overlooked. In na is rare and difficult to find at times. .Some 
years they are more frequently obsorved. I have noticed them, 
now and again, between f,000 to 5,000 feet fairly high up among 
thick branches of timber trees, which hillmen call panisaj. I can- 
not account for this partiality, also *imul (cotton,) trees when in 
dower, the warmer portions of Sikkim and the district. T’uella is 
10 inches in size ; plumage, above of malo is a brilliant glistening 
cobalt blue ; lower feathers are deep volvctty black ; wings and tail 
also black ; bill is stout and longish^wider at the base than proceed- 
ing birds ; iridcs ruby coloured. Fairy Blue-Bird has a line rich 
song. It feeds ehicHy on fruit and nectar of flowers, insects at 
a push. 


Sep.-Family OKlOLINvF, (Oriole*) 

Tliore appears to be a fairly big step between Blue-birds and 
Orioles, nevertheless they havo several qualities in common, into 
which we need not enter at present. Orioles are so well-known 
that a description of them seems hardly necessary, except an aid to 
distinguish the different species. Their prominent or rather typical, 
bright yellow, prevailing colour marks thorn out, readily onough 



( 110 ) 


when amongst branches of the taller trees. The species differ from 
each other, either by a richer or more brilliant display of yellow, or 
a more liberal supply of black markings. The difference in colour, 
more so, arc signified by the names of each species. Bills of Orioles 
are longish, strong and thrush-like, slightly curved and hooked at the 
tip also notched which, together with its structure, gives it a place 
amongst Dentiivsfrw ; tail is fairly short ; tarsus short, as we observed 
in the short-legged thrushes ; feet small ; claws curved. These birds 
have distinctly arboreal habits and display not a little partiality for 
well wooded parts of the district. All the species have not predo- 
minating yellow colour. Maroon Oriole differs in this respect. 

This Sub-family Oriulhur are divided into : — 

(i) — Golden Orioles, 
rii)— Black-naped Orioles. 

(iii) — Black-headed Orioles. 

(i v) — Maroon Orioles. 

Those groups differ from each other, in structure, size and 
colour ; but arc similar in habits generally. They have arboreal 
tendencies, perch and slip silently through, with much facility, the 
branches of trees. They never descend to the ground ; the accom- 
plishment of hopping al>out is beyond their scope, as their short 
tarsi bones are better adapted for perching. A number of species, 
frequent the forests, chiefly at foot of the hills, extending up the 
basins of bigger rivers with their tropical surroundings. 

Orioles are well distributed throughout the plains. 


GOLDEN ORIOLES. 

(470) OniOLUS KL'NDOO, Tallinn Oriole, you must already be 
familiar with, under tho name of “m^ngo-bird,” owing to its associa- 
tions with the mango season, and advent of a good crop it is sup- 
posed to herald, when these birds are seen in biggor numbers. 
Doubtless, they destroy effectually, destructive caterpillars awl in- 
sects, which might have at its^earlier stago, spoilt the crop. How- 
ever we have no scientific data, as to the merits of those prognos- 
tications. This Oriole is 9^ inches long ; irides rich ruby ; predo- 
minating colour yellow ; male, the wings black with a yellow bar on 
primary coverts, and a few of the quills ; tail showing a good deal 
of black with broad yellow tip ; it has a black stripo on tho side of 
the head, from bill .arid past the eyes ; bill lake-rod ; legs plumbeous. 
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Orioles food a good deal on soft fruit' and berries, chiefly wild and 
growing on the outskirts of forests, also on caterpillars and insects. 
The clear sonorous call or whistle of the common Oriole must un- 
doubtedly be well-known ; a sort of pee-ho, pee-ho cry at intervals, 
sweet and far reaching. It can clearly be hoard in the district at 
times above the roar of the cascades and rushing hill streams. 
Oriole’s nest is typical, built in a pendent manner near the end of 
a thinish branch. Eggs are white, with black spots, not unlike eggs 
of some of the Drongos. 

(471) Oriolus indicts, Blaek-nuped Indian Oriole, is found in 
the Terai. It seldom seems to got much beyond foot of the hills, 
in the district. It is a shade lai’ger than previous species, being 
about 10 inches and differs in its markings. It is bright yellow and 
has a sort of black tippet over tho neck reaching down to the nape, 
narrowing at the bill ; tail black tipped with yellow ; wings black, 
greenish yellow about the secondaries, part of the tertiarics and tips 
of primaries ; it has a bright yellow wing patch. These few general 
marking will suffice to distinguish this species. 

(472) ORIOLCS MELANOCEPIIALUS, Bengal Black-hcmlcd Oriole , 
is not found in the district. It is plentiful and well distributed in 
tho plains, where it is usually observed feeding in thinly wooded 
parts of the country, or visiting gardens, chiefly avenues. In size it 
in 9 « inches ; plumage is rich yellow above ; head and nock deep 
black, .also breast, and wings, which have a yellow band about pri- 
mary coverts ; tail yellow, but lighter in shade with a few of the 
inner feathers with a broad black band, tipped yellow ; lower parts 
of the body are pale yellow. 

(474) Or 10 1 . i s Traillil Martnm Oriole, hero you have quite a 
different type of species. Maroon takes tho place of bright yellow 
which we found to be the prevailing colour of Orioles. In size it is 
11 A inches in length. This bird ascends a much higher altitude 
than any of the other Orioles. In spring it used to be frequently 
seen in Darjeeling but of late years they have been getting scarcer. 
Like other species they keep much to high branches of trees, and 
prefer bettor wooded portions of tho district. Maroon Oriole has a 
rich and sonorous call which is, usually, heard to advantage in spring. 
It feeds like the euckoos much on little green and hairy caterpillars 
whieh abound in these parts in April, occasionally on insects and 
Lorries. Plumage of those birds is a*protty, glossy maroon red, or 
brick colour : head, neck and wings are black, nicely glossed ; tail 
moro a brick colour and lighter in appearance ; bill light plumbeous, 
logs darker ; irides light yellow. This bird at first sight looks like 
one of the mernlhuc thrushes ; but a closer inspection does not fail to 
distinguish it by its typical markings. 
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Family SUATAD.F 

We will now turn our attention to a big and varied group of 
small sized birds. Those comprise, the most part of some of the 
most interesting and typical in sub-families. They liavo long and 
strong tarsi ; feet suitable both for perching on bushes and troes, or 
hopping with oqital facility on the land, should they feel, so dis- 
used to do. They feed much on insects, occasionally on flowers, 
buds and fruit. Wo find them divided into the following groups of 
sub-families : — 


1. — Naxicolin.k ... Stone-chats and wheat-ears. 

II. — Ki'TICJLLIN.k ... Red-starts and Bush-chats. 

III. — Calamohekpin.k. . . Grass-warblers. 

IV. — Dkymokmn.e ... Wren-warblers. 

V. - -Phylloscopin.k ... Tree-warblers. 

VI. — Sylviin.E • ... Grey-warblers. 

VII. — Motacillin.k ... Wagtails and Pipits. 

I. — SaxicoliN.i:, Stone-chats, etc., most of the birds of this 
group are friendly and social, generally having a rich toned warble. 
They prefer rocky open country and are usually seen singly hopping 
and picking up insects and bits of crumbs and rice lying about the 
compound and yard near the house, provided there are a few bushes 
near at hand to make for, as a sort of half way place of safety, if 
attacked or molested. Bill is stout ; wings longish ; tail generally 
short ; tarsus stout and longish ; claws curved : feet better adopted 
for the ground than perching. 

(175) CorsYfiius Saplakis, Mut/ftir-h’obiii, or Dayal as it is 
called in the plains. Lepcha name is Zannid-pho. This bird is sel- 
dom or ever seen in Darjeeling. It rarely ascends over 5,000 to 

0. 000 feet. I see from an old note of mine, that Magpie Robin was 

01 . served in a certain year in March as far up as (5,500 feet ; but this 
is exceptional. It seems more at home in the valleys in Sikkim 
and the Teesta river. It is fairly common in the Sul forests at tho 
foot of the hills. This species was named, originally, from tho Hal 
trees it was first discovered arttoug, and Liimams mistook Hal for 
Sol tho Sun. Magpie Robin must be fairly well-known. It is 
inches in length. Plumage of the male, above is glossy blue, on the 
head, neck, breast and wings ; abdomen and under tail coverts arc 
white also a few of the outer tail feathers. Magpie Robin is often 
kept in conlinemcnt, more so by Indians owing to its pretty warble, 
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awl its readiness to learn short phrase- and snatches of sonic fami- 
liar song. A few years ago, in the plains I hoard a poor little 
captive species of this bird, which sweetly warbled in a far away 
voice “Nabizee rozi da do”, literally translated, would be “Give us 
this day our daily bread”, which sounded quite pathetic, seeing the 
surroundings and proceeding from such a helpless, tiny, thankful, 
being (mortal), with irresistablo ploading eyes. 

(17 6) Kittaoinc'LA macrouka, Shawa, is perhaps one of the 
richest songsters we have, even surpassing Dayal in sweetness of voice. 
Its little vespor hymn carries with it the solemnity of the place and 
hour ; but it seems oftener in confinement that we have seen it than 
whon, in its native bower singing its, low melodious song in >Sub- 
Himalayan forests. At times in Terai jungles. There is one bird I 
think, which surpasses, Shamn, in richness of song ; but I shall men- 
tion it whon I come to the warblers. You have to enter dense 
stately forests in the Terai to see and hear Sliama at its best. This 
species is 12 inches, owing to its lengthened tail which is quite 
S inches long, otherwise it is about as small as Magpio Robin. The 
plumage is glossy black on the head, neck, back and wing coverts ; 
breast ; belly and under tail coverts are deep ehesnut ; tail black 
tipped with white ; bill is black : irides deep brown. 

(177) Myiomkla lkpcpka, JHiHe-taiM Jilue-chu /, is somewhat 
after the copst/chits style and build, robin-like in habits, though 
perhaps not so friendly. This Blue-chat is to be seen in Darjeeling 
in spring and during the rains. Its song is not unlike a high 
pitched, Hute-like tone, of three notes, the last prolonged. This 
song we might call it, is often heard from May to July proceeding 
from some thick tangled brush-wood jungle, where it frequents, but 
seldom shows itself out in the opon. When it makes a change of 
perch or lands on the ground, it usually jerks up its tail in tho 
manner of a Redstart or Chat. Its round black body with pure 
white tail generally makes it, easily distinguished. The loud clear 
flute-like call irom a perch on lower branches of a tree or shrub, is 
often misleading, and one, imagines that, the sound to be, proceed- 
ing from a much further distance from where tho bird really is. 
Myiomda is often seen in the vicinity of wild raspberry, bushes, 
picking off ripe fruit in company with sibias, hill-tits and flower- 
peckers. It is 7i inches in length. Qolour of Mymuwla as a whole 
shows black from a distance ; but a closer examination proves it to 
bo dark indigo blue. White of the outer-tail feathers shows out 
prominently. This bird seems to prefer high altitudes. It can be 
met with up to the elevation of Tongloo. Eggs of this Blue-chat 
are oblong and much tho same grain, colour and texture of shell as 
NiUtmi Suntlura** egg, in particular, I saw a nest not so long ago in 
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the thick Bankable jungle (undergrowth) at head of Kagjliora. I 
shall pass over, the next few species, although the temptation is to 
halt, a few minutes to examine some of these Robins, etc., but we 
must turn our attention to species, more easily found on our hill 
sides ; so we will take up in preference. 

(486) Pratincola ferkka, Dark (key hush-chat , which is one of 
our more familiar Darjeeling birds. This chat is friendly and fairly 
tame, when met with, usually outside of denser brushwood cover, 
in which it prefers to spend no small portion of the day, occasionally 
by the side of one or other of the small hill-streams. Yo\i will some- 
times find it quietly resting on road palings. At times, it is seen, 
on telephone or electric-light wires, from which perch it makes short 
sallies after insects on the wing, which it secures, much like in 
manner of a flycatcher and usually returns to the same porch, as do 
Musricaphhe, so that care must bo taken not to mistake it for one of 
tho species of flycatchers. Dark Grey Bush-chat has a longer tarsus, 
consequently is able to stand more erect, in Redstart fashion. In 
size it is 5 4 inches ; bill black ; irides brown. Male is dark ashy grey, 
feathers streaked with black ; colour is fader towards the tail ; a 
white supercilium (behind the eyes) shows prominently out against 
the black loros (space in front of the eyes) and ear-coverts ; beneath, 
breast and low er parts of the body arc white, with a brownish tinge ; 
throat whitish ; tail above black with narrow white edgings to the 
feathers, outer tail feathers are whiter in appearance ; wings dusky 
with a white wing patch only observed when the bird is flying or 
fluttering about the branches. Female is brown, above, with tints 
of ferruginous. 

G KNUs Saxicola, are of two types of colours, first pied ; the 
second, Whcatear, of high altitudes showing more whito plumage. 
Bill of Saxicola is slender, straight, compressed, having a blunt 
notch, rictals undeveloped and feeble : wings longish and pointed 3rd, 
4th and 5th quills the longest. 

(490) Saxicola leicomela, // hite-hetul&l Stone-Chat, though 
scarcely a Darjeeling bird, as it is rarely seen here. Several oppor- 
tunities will be had of observing it at and around Tongloo, to which 
altitude it retires to breed. In size it is fii inches. In general aj>- 
pearance, a mixture of black, and white ; above, neck and breast is 
black ; upper tail coverts white ; breast and crown of the head white 
with a greyish tinge ; tail black with distributions of white. In 
May you will have comparatively little trouble, in seeing tho mother 
bird attending to her brood of diminutive little ones, tormenting her 
with their noisy cries, and much flapping and fluttering of wings, 
months opened jo their utmost extent insisting on the next morsel 
sho has just been fortunate enough to secure, all seem to have claims 
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equally as good, and one wonders, how the mother can remember 
who has had the last mouthful, for she invariably has some scientific 
method unknown to mortals. Male bird appears to take matters 
more leisurely for he is observed, quietly hopping about some twenty 
yards off, and when a worm is secured he flies in amongst them, 
with a well calculated dash, shoves caterpillar down the throat of 
one it is, or it may be, intended for, and is off again with a chirp of 
satisfaction, as much as to say “keep them on the trot old girl, I 
must be off, for my nerves can’t stand this noise and racket !” In 
general appearance this stone-chat is a sooty black ; lower breast, 
thighs and undertail coverts white, a good part of the tail is the 
same, with lateral feathers broadly tipped white. 


Sub-family RUTICILLIN^E 

These birds are not unlike the last mentioned group in habits 
generally. They are slender in form and graceful in build, with 
longer tarsi and feet though Stone-chats. In colour some groups dis- 
play, bright rufous, more or loss, others again ashy grey, dull 
blackish blue or plumbeous. Jlutkillincr. usually jerk up the tail in a 
typical manner, whon alighting on a branch, or on the land, like 
Wagtails. These characteristic vibrations of the tail are varied to 
no small extent in such groups as Myiomelit, NilUim, lluHcilla, 
Pipastes, etc . 

Genus Ruticjlla, as a rule retire, to high altitudes to build 
their nests. Extreme cold of winters usually drive them down to 
warmer and more congenial elevations. Most of the species, in big 
numbers visit the plains of India in the cold season. Some few 
remain behind and are found in and about Darjeeling. An exa- 
mination of the leading features of this group will show that, bill is 
short, straight and slender ; wings longish and pointed, 5th and 6th 
primaries longost ; tail fairly even and of moderate length ; tarsus is 
typically longish and slender. This latter characteristic, makes 
these birds more adapted for the land than perching on trees. 
Their song is bright and cheerful. 

(495) Ruticilla PHA5NICURA, European Redstart , is rarely 
found in the plains in winter. In this district it ascends to a high 
altitude to build. I found a few of those birds early in spring at 
Sandakphu, seemingly preferring the cold inhospitable summits, at 
this season of the year, on Singalillas. Occasionally you find a soli- 
tary pair or two at a lower olevation on the same spur of mountains, 

18 



( 116 ) 


where weather doubtlessly had driven them to more congenial sur- 
roundings with a few of the more migratory birds. This variety of 
Redstart must be well-known in Europe. In size it is about 5£ 
inches, above, body ashy brown ; wings darker ; tail coverts below 
and above, with the tail aro bright ferruginous red, except the centre 
feathers which are brown ; lower parts of body whitish, breast above 
black, also, sides of the head (ear-coverts and lores) ; it has a white 
line over the eyes ; a narrow black frontal band on the head, be- 
hind which is a broader white patch. Amongst birds of this family 
will be often observed this prominent frontal band on the forehead ; 
which mark is more conspicuous among Forktails and Wagtails. 

(497) Ruticilla rufiventris, Indian Redstart, you are, how- 
ever, more likely to meet this species, both in Darjeeling and about 
the district or on the plains in the cold weather. It is > lightly big- 
ger than pJuenicnra. Usually observed like all members of this 
family, more on the land, feeding on the ground, where it is quite 
at home, in its persuit for insects, or soarch after hard seeds by way 
of variety or triturators in form of gravel. These Redstarts like 
most of the Ruticillinw , are usually observed on bare, “danga,” 
rocky or stony lauds or near old neglected buildings. At times you 
find them, hunting about for insects in gardens and near the house. 
It is 6 inches in length ; bill black ; irides brown. In colour, rufous 
seems to predominate ; wings dusky brown, primaries margined with 
rufous or bright cinnamon colour which is also found below the 
wing coverts and underparts of the body idumage, upper and lower- 
tail coverts, belly and tail, with slight variations of brown ; it has a 
fairly conspicuous patch of dull grey on the secondaries, which is more 
easily made out when the bird opens out its wings to fly ; top of 
the head is ashy-grey ; black on ear-coverts, neck and breast. In 
Darjeeling and the district we have a number of different species. 
Some of them are rare, and few opportunities are had of meeting 
them. Others again are usually found in outlandish places and on 
high altitudes. 

(499) Ruticilla erythrooastra, JVhite-winr/ed Redstart , is 
one of the rarest we have in the district. It is seldom seen below 
10,000 feet elevation. I saw it occasionally at Sandakphu foraging 
about among rocky portions of the summit. It is 7 inches in length, 
larger than foregoing species. Bill and legs are black. Male is dark 
rufous, underparts of the body, upper and lower tail coverts, lower 
back (rump) and tail feathers are rufous ; sides of the head, frontal 
band fore-part of the breast, back, wing-coverts and part of pri- 
maries and secondaries are black ; crown of the head, neck and 
remaining portions of the wings are white ; head silvery white. 
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(501) Kuticilla SCHISTICKI’S,* Slaty-headed Redstart, is even 
rarer than white-winged species. It is occasionally met with in 
north Sikkim, at a fair altitude. In size it is about 6 inches ; 
colour beneath is reddish chesnut, on lower parts of the breast and 
abdomen it has a large white patch, also white on the throat ; 
wings and tail black ; top of the head slaty blue ; sides of neck and 
head black. 

(503) Kuticilla fiiontalis, Blue-fronted Redstart, this species, 
like most of the family, breeds on high altitudes. I found it far 
north in spring, beyond Jongri. In winter it is common in Darjeel- 
ing, and takes the place of Niltam madam Fairy Blue Chat, in robin 
like qualities, being tamo and friendly, usually solitary in habits. 
It is frequently seen on bushes or on tho ground. It is 6| inches in 
length ; bill black ; irides brown. In colour it is dusky blue and 
rufous ; more a lazuli no blue on the forehead and above the eyes ; 
wings blackish, lower parts of the body are bright rufous also upper- 
tail-coverts, and tail-feathers which are tipped black, central tail- 
feathers black. 

(505) Kuticilla fulicinosa, Plumbeous J rater-robin, is a dain- 
ty little bird found in Darjeeling. It tokos up its abode permanen- 
tly in our jhoras and beside hill streams, living a fairly solitary life 
in company with its pair, and the next species, with occasional A:isits 
from Yellow-billed Whistling Thrush (343). An interesting pair of 
this species can at any time of the year be seen on low, cob-stones 
in Kagjhora. This bird is known to descend a thousand feet or so 
elevation yi mid winter ; but this couple, never leaves 
us even in the coldest weather, hard frost or snow. Early in spring 
they build their nest in a hole high up, just under Kagjhora rail- 
way bridge. They havo reared and successfully launched into the 
world, season after season, several batches of young full -Hedged Water 
Kobins. These young hopefuls remain with their parents, till able 
to look after themselves, then they go in search of other hill streams 
or take up their permanent abode a little way up or lower down the 
same jhora. They seldom seem to trespass on the parent’s preserves. 
You might easily while away, a worse half hour than watching this 
interesting pair in Kagjhora. Plumbeous Water-Robin is 5| inches 
in length ; bill black ; irides brown ; wings dusky, margined dark 
ashy bluo ; tail coverts dark fei’ruginous. Fomale is paler in colour 
ashy blue with a good deal of white on the tail and tail coverts. 
It is a pretty sight to see, tho hen bird in early spring, cling to the 
perpendicular stone bridge, adding a fresh straw or two to its old 
homo, whilst in this position, its white toil opens and closscs fan- 
like, with a pretty wavy motion, not met with in other birds, or any 
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of the allied families. Even whilst at work on round smooth cob- 
bles on bed of the stream, tails of those Water-Robins aro seldom at 
rest. Iu the middle of tho day when tired-out, they are often soen 
resting their little legs by lying on their “tummies,” looking the 
picture of contontodness and bliss, with their beaks hardly a foot 
above the splashing currents. Their whistle is a cheerful chirrup, 
uttered at intervals whilst at rest, long whistles of • many notes aro 
given vent to when thoy are either startled or flying up stroam, at a 
signal from the male, the hen usually follows a few yards behind. 
Water-Robins live chiofly on aquatic insects and larva), washed up 
by the rippling stroam. I have frequently seen these birds on our 
road leading up to the house, feeding on insects and when disturbed 
they perch on bushes' at tho side. This is usually when food is 
scarce in tho Jhoras. 

(506) Ch.emoruornis LEUCOCEPHALA, White-capped lied-start, 
is another bird which shares our winters with us. This species is 
known to ascend as far as Tongloo and Nandakphu to breed near 
water courses, at high altitudes, where they aro frequently seen in 
spring ; but tho pair which is located in Kagjhora, aud is seen in 
company with Water-Robin, likes the locality so woll, that it 
remains with us, throughout the cold weather. It breeds in a hol- 
low above the precipitous rocks below the bridge (railway) to tho 
south (loft), where neither two legged mortals nor smaller mammals 
(weasel family aud some of tho reptiles) which go for birds’ eggs 
would dare attempt to venture, for a sure and certain drop of two 
hundred feet below. For a few months, in August and September, 
this Redstart leaves us for a jaunt in the plains. Most^ of its con- 
geners spend the cold weather in the plains. I saw numbers of 
them at Sivoke in November. Indians call this species Dhobi 
Churra, or Dhobini, owing to its love for the water side, the conspi- 
cuous white crest, which these people think, is an admirable like- 
ness to a washerman’s bundle of clothes on his head. Lcjeha name 
of this species is mati-tap-pho very applicable name. This Red- 
start with its handsome head adornment is a fine looking bird. 
Sexes are alike in colour, you will be pleased to note. They are 
most striking in appearance, more erect and dignified in bearing 
than liuticilla. Their wings are rounded, also tail feathers partially. 
This bird jerks up its tail in a manner typical of this family. In 
size it is 7^ inches. Plumage is deep, rich, chesnut on upper and 
lower tail coverts, lower back, abdomon and the greater portion of 
tail feathers ; head and nape are spotlessly white, in the form of a 
full crest or rather cap ; frontal, head band is black ; sides of the 
head (loros and ear-eovorts) nock and broast aro black ; wings and 
tip of the tail are fairly deop black. Though bright chesnut is the 
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prevailing colour, portions of black present themselves and white 
stand out conspicuously. White-capped Redstart is seldom seen far 
from the water’s edge. The same could bo said of most birds be- 
longing to this sub-family, nest and eggs are typical of lluticillince. 
Eggs have a light greenish tinge covered with faint reddish brown 
spots and streaks, much the same in appearance as Plumbeous 
Water-Robin’s eggs only bigger in size and in shape an elongated 
oval. 

Water-Robin’s eggs are much rounder. In nest construction 
these two species use similar materials. Nest is composed of green 
moss, roots and fibres, lined inside with a quantity of black hair- 
like moss and other roots, wool of hill sheep and yak, when the 
nest is found below Sandakphu and a like altitude. These nests 
are difficult to find, as they are generally placed in such in-get-at-able 
places, usually most artfully hidden away in mossy seclusions in 
precipitous places, near roaring torrents and jhoras. 

(507) Larvivora cyana, Blue Wood-clad, is another of our 
familiar Darjeeling birds ; but not so frequently scon as the last two 
species. This bird leaves us in winter for the plains. I have how- 
ever mot a fow stray Larvivora, which have remained behind to 
bravo our cold inclement weather. This wood-chat is about 6 
inches in size. Plumage is dusky indigo blue, above, with a white 
streak over the eyes, about sides of the head black ; beneath bright 
rufous ; under tail coverts are white ; thigh coverts with cross-lines 
of blue and white. The female is browner in colour. When met 
with Cyana is oftener seen on the ground, picking up insects. Oc- 
casionally they are found on the bushes ; but unlike flycatchers they 
seldom return to the same perch on securing an insect on the wing. 
When observed amongst the branches, they are not shy, and 
don’t seem to be averse to a little, attention being paid them. They 
are partial to short scrub jungle, not infrequently beside damp and 
thick undergrowth, or beside rills of water in more secluded parts 
of a jhora. 

(508) IanthiA cyanura, White-breasted Blue Wood-chat , is per- 
haps more numerous than Larvicora. This pretty little bird inhabits 
north Sikkim- and Singalillas, where I saw them quite at home, in 
spring. They visit Darjoeling about the beginning of November, 
when cold bleak winds have started on higher altitudes. In size 
Cyanura is 5^ inches ; plumage below is white ; breast brownish ; 
above, it is prussian-bluo, with ultramarine on the forehead and 
over the eyes ; shoulders (wing) and lower back (rump) also ultra- 
marino ; below, the flanks are bright forruginous. The female is 
pale brown, tiuged with blue on shoulders and supercilium ; tail, 
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upper tail-coverts, tertiaries and lower back feathors margined with 
blue ; brownish-olive on the neck and breast ; underparts more or 
less white with chosnut coloured flanks. This Ianthia builds at 
high attitudes. You will, most probably fiud cyanura constructing 
its nest not far from the snow line. Whore I saw it beyond Jongri, 
usually beside old fallen trees, or where there are no trees about the 
place, it builds in holes dug out of the bank above the road. The 
eggs are whitish with a delicate green tinge, roundish in shape or 
broad oval much pointed at the small end ; at the large eud is a zone 
formed by minute spocks of reddish-brown, usually a bit faded in 
appearance. Nest is of moss outsido, lined within with soft white 
fibres and grass. These birds are much like other species of wood- 
chats, they keep a good deal to thick jungle cover, whore such 
places are available. They are tame and exhibit the confiding char- 
acteristics of Robins. 

We will examine a few more well marked species, and likely 
birds to be more readily found in the district. 

(511) TarskjER CHRYS. Ait'S, Go/den linsh-vhat, is found at a 
lower attitude. It seldom ascends much over 5,000 feet. I saw 
this bird on more than one occasion on the Ging Spur. This Bush- 
chat is a beautifully coloured bird, which appears in thick, green 
foliage like a flash of light, or burnished gold, in the sun, when seen 
playing about the bushes in its retreat among tangled undergrowth 
jungle in the district or in Sikkim. Tardyer is 5f inches in sizo 
wing expanse about 9 inches ; iridcs dark brown. Colour, above, is 
olive green, on the head, nape and back ; bright goldcu yellow on 
lower back, tail and whole of lower parts of the bird ; tail broad 
tipped with black it has a golden yellow superciliary streak and a 

A'cwts.V. u\\ ol the head passing through 
ear-eovorts. Tardyer is solitary in its habits. It mixes freely, how- 
ever, with other birds in the locality. ft is usually shy, when 
observed it remains but a few seconds, then flits liaek into thick 
jungle cover. 

Genus calliope, lluby-throutx , arc common in the plains, 
where they are winter visitants. In summer thoy retire to high 
altitudes on the Himalayas, central and Northern Asia, Bill of 
these birds, is of moderate length and fairly strong ; wings of ordi- 
nary size j tail slightly rounded ; tarsus longish and stout : feet large; 
hind toe long and claws long. 

(512) Calliope kamtsch atkensis, Common Ruby Throat arrives 
in the cold weather in the district, it keeps to the terai, and shows 
but little iucliuatiou to ascend, or even get to foot of the hills. I 
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frequently saw them at Titalea, amongst long grasses. This bird 
breeds far north. They rarely break journey whilst on their 
migratory voyages. They are solitary in their habits, in the plains, 
not infrequently coming into orchards and gardens, usually prefer- 
ring such places which are in close proximity to a jungle. This 
species in 6 inches in size. It is readily distinguished by its pecu- 
liar ruby red sort of gorget with silvery edges, below which are 
black coloured feathers ; breast and lower parts of body is ashy in 
colour, above, plumage is olive brown ; flanks also olive-brown, 
bright above the legs. 

(513) Calliope pectoralis, IF kite-tailed Iluby-Throat, or as it 
is sometimes known as the Himalayan Kuby-Throat. It is rarely 
seen in Darjeeling when it visits us in the cold weather, as it soon 
finds its way to lower elevations. Pectoralis , is extremely shy and 
keeps much to thick brush-wood, from whence its accentor-like song 
can occasionally be heard. These birds breed on northern portions 
of the Singalillas and higher elevations in Sikkim seldom below 
12,000 feet. It is 6 inches in size. Plumage of the male is dark 
brownish ashy ; throat and upper neck is a glistening crimson ; tail 
white, also lower parts of the bird ; it has a white supercilium ; 
sides of the head black with a white patch ; breast black also sides 
of the throat. Female is olive-brown ; paler on the breast and 
underparts. 


Sub-Family CALAMOHERPIN7E ( Grass - warblers ) 

We will take but passing notice of those Reed warblers, as most 
of them are met with chiefly in tho plains. Only a few species visit 
our hill sides and none of them are observed in Daijeeling. Some 
few pass over, and are found on high altitudes, but these latter birds 
are rare and difficult to find. Grass- Warblers are of small size, and 
sombre in plumage. They live chiefly among reeds and rushes by 
side of the rivers and breed in the plains. At foot of the hills num- 
bers are found amongst long lemon grass growing by tho side of 
nullahs. Some few species visit northern Asia. 

Genus acrocephalus, Reed-warblers , are smallish sized, plain 
coloured birds. Bill straight, longish and slightly notched, side 
view, more like an isosceles triangle ; rictal bristles stout and scanty; 
wings longish and inclined to have a pointed appearance, 1st quill 
small, 3rd and 4th the longest ; tail of moderate length and rounded 
at the tip ; tarsus lengthened ; feet moderate ; claws long ; hind 
claw curved. 
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(516) Acrocephalus dumetorum, lesser Reerl-warbler, visits 
the plains in the cold weather. It breeds at high altitudes in the 
Himalayas, whero it is hard to find, and its nest is no easy matter 
to discover. This Reed warbler is 6 inches in length. Sexes are 
alike in colour ; plumage, above, - is olive-brown ,* beneath whitish 
with a tinge of muddy colour ; it has a pale supercilium, ( sides of the 
head ). It feeds on insects, usually whilst hunting it keeps up a 
cheerful clicking note, a sort of titick, fitick, tifick. It has a pretty 
warbling song in spring and during rainy season. 

* GENUS HORORNIS (Hill-warblers) 

These birds have feebler and more slender bills, compressed ; 
rictals undeveloped ; wings shorter, 4th and 5th quills the longest, 
tail short, broad and graduated ; tarsi long and strong. 

(523) Horornis fulviventris, Fulvons-beJlied Hill-warbler, 
this species is plentiful in Darjeeling, in spring more so. Most of 
the Horornis remain with us during the rains. They leave at times 
in big numbers for lower altitudes by end of September ; but several 
are found in Darjeeling in the cold weather. These little birds 
have a loud, rich, pretty warble. They seldom come out into more 
open country as they appear to be groat “sticklers” for dense bushes 
and jungles. They are usually observed fluttering about lower 
branches near the ground, so that at their best only a fleeting view 
of them is obtained, now and then in the morning, chances present 
themselves of finding one in a fairly conspicuous place, perched 
quietly, warbling its little song. Fulviventns is about \\ inches in 
length ; plumage olive-brown, above ; breast and beneath are dull 
dusky golden -yellow, which appears much brighter in spring ; chin 
white, also a white streak over the eyes. This bird constructs a 
nest of green moss, losely outside, within is cup-shaped and neatly 
finished, lined with dry fibres and soft roots. Eggs are beautifully 
coloured, rich chocolate in appearance, roundish in shape. It is 
usually in the nest of this species that the valuable (?) egg of Cucuh- * 
polioceplmlus is found deposited in this locality. 

GENUS HOREITES 

Differs but little. They can he said to represent in the hills, 
Prinia found in the plains. Bill is slender, short and straight, 
slightly notched and bent at the tip : tail broad, round and soft, 
more graduated than Horornis ; head feathers arc short and smooth. 
These birds are more frequently found on high altitudes over 1 0,000 
feet. They are \Yren-like in habits. 
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(527) Horeitks brunnifrons, Rufous- Capped Hill-Warbler, is 
seldom found in Darjeeling, where it is scarce and chiefly a winter 
visitant. In spring, several opportunities are had of observing it on 
the way up to Sandakphu from Tongloo, where it breeds. I found 
a nest of this species to the west of Tongloo boggy and marshy pond. 
It was hidden away among the low bushes. This bird is about the 
same size as Horomis ; plumage is olive-brown, above, the head, 
cap is reddish brown ; below, the body is ashy with a white streak 
in the centre ; wings and tail have a reddish tinge. This species is 
met again, on the higher peaks in north Sikkim, more towards the 
western side. Eggs are broad, oval in shape ; pointed at one end 
(piriform) ; pinkish in colour and glossless, with a zone at the large 
end of dull purple specks. 


Sir-family D ry MOICI N (Wren- Warblers) 

Arc small sized birds, of dull plumage, they are found in biggish 
numbers in the plains and at a low altitude. They .are not a little 
partial to thick lemon grass jungles in the Tcrai. When found on 
the hills they keep much to low bushy localities in preference to 
more wooded |*arts. Bill is longish and compressed ; wings short, 
and rounded ; tail long and graduated ; legs and feet strong. 

(530) Orthotomuk liONoiOAUDA, Indian Tailor-Bird. 

(531) Orthotomus Coronatus, Gold-headed Tailor-Bird , are 
both found in the district at a lower elevation than Darjeeling. This 
group comprises the true Tailor-birds, several other species display 
strong tailoring accomplishments whilst on nest construction duties ; 
but none of these species exhibit the ingenuity, and neatness in 
stitching, as do orthotinnw *. Some of the Flycatchers and one or two 
species among other warblers exhibit similar endowments. True 
Tailor-birds stitch up ingenius looking nests attached to biggish 
leaves. Two leaves are usually sewn together in a conical shape. 
In the receptical thus formed they construct or rather place, their 
cosy little nest of soft fibres, lined with bombax cotton and other 
soft silky flower seed down. When considering either of these 
species, you naturally turn to nest construction ; apart from this 
qualification the Tailor-bird has many accomplishments. It is al- 
ways bright, cheerful and active. The first species, or Indian Tailor- 
bird as it is called has a loud, sweet, warbling whistle, thrown out 
like a ventriloquist. It raises its head and easts its voice, as though 
proceeding from 20 or 30 yards away, the last few notes generally 
draws attention to the nearer object. 

19 
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(531) Orthotomus coronatus, Golden-headed Tailor-Bird, as- 
cends a good deal higher, the hill side than former species. I have 
several times seen their nest at Mineral Springs and Minchu about 
the elevation of 5,000 feet. When observed these birds appear to 
be hunting amongst the bushes, usually they seem to pay but little 
heed to the outer world, so intent are they to secure some relish in 
nature’s great market-garden. Nevertheless when watched, as 
though unheeded they hop and flutter, artfully away, out of sight 
amongst tangled bushes. Frequently you hear this bird calling to 
its pair as it wanders. I don’t think it is a stretch of imagination 
to say that he calls out “ pretty-pretty-pretty ,” perhaps more like 
‘ i fwetee-t wetee-twetce ! ’ ’ Tailor-birds are quite a “model pair,” and 
become attached to each other, an admirable qualification found in 
most birds. Both sexes co-operating with each other, when con- 
structing their nests, in true workman-like fashion, usually the 
leaves are sewn with horse-hair. I have frequently examined a 
perfect little knot, made to fasten the hair used. Kggs are small, 
oval in shape, having a greenish or yellowish ground, as the case 
might be, spotted, above, with blotches of reddish brown at largo 
end. Coromtus is pale olive-green on back and wings : chin, throat 
and breast white, with a light coloured centre line ; top of the head 
is conspicuous golden-fulvous, ashy about the nape ; tail dusky in 
colour with feathers edged greenish ; bill brown ; irides light 
yellow brown. * 

GENUS PRINIA, AND CISTICOLA 

Are similar to foregoing species in many respects, differing 
slightly in build and colour. These birds have a shorter and more 
slender bill; tail is long and graduated, usually of 10 feathers. Cisficola 
has shorter wings and 12 tail feathers, which are shorter than 
former group ; bill short, slender and slightly curved ; wings 3rd, 
4th and 5th quills the longest ; tarsus long ; feet large ; hind toe and 
claws long. 

These birds are on an average 4 2 inches in length, most of them 
have streaked feathers. Neither of these two genera are found in 
Darjeeling. One or two stray species are occasionally observed, 
most of them remain in the plains. A few ascend our hill sides 
scarcely 1,000 feet ; one species is known to ascend high altitudes. 

(537) Prinja ci n ereo-c a pj lla , Hotlgsoris IFren-JTarhler , is one 
of the honourable exceptions, for it retires to Tongloo in spring. 
This bird- is rare, and difficult to find, as Wren- Warblers usually are 
shy and thicket loving birds. In size it is 4^ inches; bill black; irides 
buff ; colour of the bird, above, is bright rufous brown, on the back, 
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tail and wings, which latter have feathers tipped dusky ; head grey, 
feathers with dark margins ; lower parts of the body feathers rufes- 
cent, more distinctly showing on the flanks ; side of the head greyish 
with a rufcscent eye-streak. This spocies builds Tailor-bird-like 
nests. Stitched outer leaves to protect the cup shaped nest, con- 
structed of dry grasses, lined with soft hair like roots inside. Fggs 
have a bluish tinge, an imperfect zone at the large end composed of 
rufous-brown specks. 

(539) CiSTicoi.A sen .en tool a , ltufmis Grass- Warbler, is common 
in the plains. In this district it is seldom found over 4,000 feeft 
Its favourite resorts are unproductive slopes of the hill side, where 
long grasses luxuriate, or thatching “khur” fields ; occasionally in 
Indian corn cultivation. These birds feed on insects. Their call is 
a cheerful tick, tick note, and have a subdued warble in spring. 
They run up long grass stalks with ease, when they are on the move, 
at times they descend to the land, or flutter in the air to secure an 
insect. In size sckcrnicola is 4 1 inches ; bill dusky brown ; irides 
pale olive-brown ; colour, abovo, is rufous brown, feathers with dark 
co litres ; tail feathers dark brown tipped whitish ; wings (quills) 
dark with brownish edges ; below is white, with a rufescent tinge ; 
Hanks more ehesuut. 

* 

GENUS GRAMINICOLA 

Are common in the plains. They are found in the district. 
These birds have a stouter, compressed bill, with curved upper 
ridge ; wings short and rounded; tail broad and graduated ; tarsus 
short ; hind too short with long slender claw ; rictal bristles well 
developed. 

(512) (JRAMINICOLA Bunuai.knsis, Larye Grass-Warbler, is usual- 
ly found beside large rivers in the plains. They are frequently met 
with in Sub- Himalayan tracts, amongst tall grasses. In size it is 
(J j inches ; iridos yellowish brown ; colour, above, is deep brown on 
the head and back, feathers edged light in shade ; wings with a dull 
yollowish tinge ; tail duskier brown, with a bioad white tip ; l>elow 
the bird is white with dull yollowish. 

UENUS DRYMOIPUS 

These "Wren- Warblers visit lower elevations on the Himalayas 
in summer. They differ from Priuia , in having, a short thick set 
Trill and stout rictals; wings shorter and rounder, 1th and 5th quills 
longest, first three feathers shorter and graduated ; tail long and 
graduated ; tarsus long ; claws fairly curved. 
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(543) DitYMOii'i'S iNOKNATi’s, Common IV ren-Wu rblw, is plenti- 
ful in most parts of the plains. It is found in more bushy, scrubby 
portions of the district. I frequently observed them amongst long 
grass above Mineral Springs and similar elevations on hill sides. Its 
call is a pleasant and chcerfull tweet-tu-eeA-lweet-tweet, which can be 
heard during the day in spring and rainy season, usually more fre- 
quently below 5,000 feet. Tnornatu* is about 5^ inches in length ; 
bill and legs brown and yellowish ; irides brownish yellow ; plumage 
is greyish brown, above, on the head and back, former olive tinted ; 
wings and tail brown with pale rufous edgings, latter tipped with 
black ; beneath white, also eye streak. This bird constructs a well 
woven and elegeut looking nest of fresh grass, deep and purse 
shaped, with a hood to keep out the rain. Entrance is from the 
side. Eggs of this species arc beautifully marked, Bunting like, 
though much smaller. Bright greenish blue colour, with a zone 
round the broad end composed of a number of thin hair-like lines 
interlaced. 

GENUS SUVA 

Comprise some interesting species, which are common in Dar- 
jeeling, esi*eeially in May and June, when they are, usually, seen 
hopping about with ease and facility among thick, maze of tangled 
blanches of our low bushes, found in gardens, hedgerows and side 
walks. The Suya are made out by thoir long tails, which arc much 
graduated, leaving the longest feathers exposed and somewhat frayed 
out. Bill is stout and compressed, rictal bristles strong. These 
birds are considered mountain spocies of Drymoipi , for they seldom 
descend to the warm valleys. It has a pretty tweeting call, usually 
uttered, when it arrives at the top of a bush, in its assiduous hunt 
among interlaced branches, where it rests a moment or two, to cast 
an anxious eye in the direction of its pair, which has wandered, as 
much as to say “you are roaming too far and will be getting into 
danger, so please turn back,” on hearing the call the hen generally 
retraces her footsteps in her flitting about, and leisurely joins her 
mate, where they indulge in brief little chirpings — comparing notes 
as it were, don't you know. 

(547) Svya CKiMUKit, Brown Mountain JVrcn-lVarbler. 

(449) Svya athouvlakik, Jilark-fh roalrd JVicn-JVarhhr, we will 
examine together as these spccios are much alike in habits, and in 
colour partially. Both utter a wandering voice sort of call, which is 
difficult to locate, save i>erhaps for whom it is meant, when directed 
to its mate. Usually these calls seem to proceed from various 
points of the compass, and it is difficult, at times, to realise that it 
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has l>ee» uttered frdih ©pe little throat, as the ease frequently is. 
When half a dozen of thg§e birds get together in the same locality 
confusion of calls seem to get doubly confused to an observer. Its 
whistle of several notes is uttered with the head thrown well up, 
and the sound, shot out, as it wero, in the direction it is intended 
for, at times, as a misdirection for any one searching for its nest 
among the tangled bush. It displays no restlessness as you approach 
its sanctum, but merely seems to say “I shall fool you if 1 can !” 
and you may rest assured that it will keep its promise. For before 
long it ha$ artfully manoeuvred you away from its nest. Criniyer is 
H inches long ; tail about inches ; upper plumage is dusky olive- 
brown ; paler on the tail, which is tipped white ; head is darker in 
colour ; lower parts of the bird are yellow ; breast brown. The 
female is not so big. Airognluris on the other hand is 6v inches, 
tail about 4 inches, it has dark ashy colour on the head, with a 
white streak from, lower bill and below oar-coverts, which shows out 
distinctly against the black chin, throat, sides of the neck; breast is 
also black ; above, it is dusky olive-brown ; wing feathers, under 
wing-coverts and shoulders are buff ; tail is pale in colour. Both 
these species have a pleasant warble in spring, when they are rest- 
ing from their labours perched peacefully on the top of a bush. 

G EN US P H YLLOSCOPUf* 

Has a number of species found in Darjeeling and the district. 
Others again are more abundant in Sikkim. There is a good deal 
of similarity among different species of these little birds, so much so 
that at times they are difficult to separate, with any certainty, as 
they flit about big bushy trees, in Darjeeling, cryptomerias and 
biller flowering evergreens which are found by the side of our roads. 
From a distance those birds are much alike. Phylloxcopn # are small 
sized, of olive-greenish plumage, yellow beneath or whitish 
green. Bill is slender, small, straight and shallow ; rictals less 
developed ; wings shortish and pointed 3rd and 4th quills longest ; 
tarsus and feet moderate ; claws slender. We can turn our attention 
to little Willow Warbler without much risk of confusion. 

(557) PHYLLOSCOPUS TROCHILUS, inilmv-JVarbler, Most of us 
are on fairly good terms with the English variety of this small 
Warbler, which is closely related to the Willow- Warbler. Trochilua 
is common in Darjeeling. It is to be seen where, a clump or two of 
trees are found, and made out without much difficulty, as it flits 
about the branches picking at insects and flowering buds. This 
Warbler is tame and social. It is generally seon in company with 
other small birds, Tits and Floworpeckers. At a distance from the 
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tree it is on, it looks like the smallest bird fiavo here. On ap- 
proaching it, trochilus exhibits but little feag. • It hardly seems to 
notice the busy outer world of mortals, and scarce, gives a second 
thought to any one observing it (intontly it may bo). Its pretty 
little tweeting song is heard frequently in spring, when you will have 
no difficulty in making it out. It is 5 inches in length ; plumage is 
dusky olive-green ; wings and tail with a tawny tinge ; it has a yel- 
low streak over the eyes ; below the bird is olive-yellow, on the 
-neck, breast and flanks ; abdomen, whitish ; it has a broad wing bar, 
running laterally across the wings (coverts). 

(567) Keguloidks VIKIDIPKNNIK, Green -H'in</ed JHirlhr , is a 
smaller bird than trochilus. In size it is about 4 inches. This War- 
bler is made out by its greener tinge of colour, above ; wings and 
tail feathers are edged with bright-green ; crown of the head is 
tinged with green ; it also has a broad wing bar. This species is 
fairly rare in Darjeeling. 

Another little bird of this group, which will be, more readily 
distinguished is. 

(568) RegvLoIDKn EKOCHRoa, Jitir-irintjcd IGurUer, it is the 
same size as last species. This little Warbler is made out by its, 
typically marked big rufous bar, turning to yellow as it were ; across 
the wings laterally (greater coverts) a number of other species dis- 
play the same class of wing-bar ; but not so prominently as crochma ; 
upper plumage of this Warbler "Is a mingling of dusky green and 
ash ; it has a light streak on centre of the crown ; also sides of the 
head ; a yellow supercilium ; lower back is white, a little yellow on 
the corresiHjnding portion of the body below ; quills arc brownish 
black, bordered with greenish yellow ; tail slaty brown with yellowish 
green edges to the feathers ; some of the outer tail feathers are 
white ; beneath is greenish yellow. 

GENUS CULICIPETA 

Differs from the latter group in having the bill a little wider, 
depressed and more slender, culmeu distinct ; rietal bristles deve- 
loped ; claws longer and not so curved. 

(569) GTlicii'ETA BniKii, Jfltick-bnrnyd ! Garble r, this bird is 
difficult to find at times, as they are shy and slip quickly away out 
of sight when approached. In spring they visit Darjooling in big 
numbers, when they are more frequently observed. These Warblers 
build about this elevation. Their nests are more difficult to find, 
as they are usually Oxcd to thick mosses growing on tho sides of 
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mg trees, securely i^uumi ™ way from likely enemies, very few Ool- 
ogisfcs have been succejfeful in getting this little bird to betray its 
nest. It is only when you see the hen, artlessly, in her periginations, 
suddenly disappear among thick mosses, that you may deem fairly 
accurately that an opportunity may have presented itself, of learning 
a few lessons on nidification of this little Warbler. This Culicijteta 
is about 4$ inches. Colour of its plumage is olive-green with a 
yellowish tinge ; underparts are yellow. This species is moro readi- 
ly distinguished from other small birds (Warblers and Flowerpeck- 
ers) by the broad black streak over the eyes, together with bright 
Siskin yellow breast and beneath ; yellowish green cheeks and 
neck ; it has feathers edged with green. In habits this bird re- 
minds us, at times of Flycatchers, also in shape of its bill, not a 
little. 

We havo examined a few of these puzzling little birds, should it 
be desired to push enquiries further, without fear of confusion ; the 
typical marks mentioned in their more popular (English) names will 
help, the more readily to distinguish species not figured. We will 
pass Abrornu group of Warblers accordingly, and turn onr attention 
to the little Gold Crest. 

GENUS REGIJLITK 

These pretty little birds are not unlike the Gold Crests of 
Europe. Bright flame coloured crest shows out more distinctly. 
Bill is more conic than the Warblers- we have been examining, in 
which respect these birds approach some of the Tits. Bill is short, 
straight, inclined to be conical in shape ; nares protected by a few 
stiff plumages ; tail of 10 feathers. 

(580) Reg U TATS IIimalayenkis, Himalayan Fire-Crest, or the 
Gold Crest as it is commonly called. Little difficulty will be ex- 
perienced in making out this interesting little bird. Himalayan Fire- 
Crest is more frequently seen in spring, in Darjeeling, usually among 
the bushes and trees by the side of the road. It seems to keep a 
little distance away from where a more lively group of willow- 
warblers, tits, flowerpeckers and smaller flycatchers are feeding, and 
entertaining themselves. Gold-Crest is solitary in habits. I saw 
a pair of these birds frequently, last May, on side of the lower road 
leading to the house. Gold-Crest is nearly as tame as the Willow- 
Warbler, with which it occasionally mixes and appears to be on the 
best of terms with small birds about the place. Though Parm monficol- 
u ft, Green-backed Tit rather annoys and upsets its equilibrium at times, 
by its rough and ready manners, one must admit that it is always 
well meant. Fire-crest consequently prefers a quiet little, matter of 
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fact, hunt among lower branches, only occasionally it joins its more 
boisterous companions among the taller eVfclsgreen trees. In size 
it is 4 inches. Its bright, well developed little crest, appears, 
amongst the dark foliage, like a flame of light. Together with this 
mark, which is easily distinguished and its predominating colours, 
llegulus is made out without much difficulty. Colour above, is 
dingy green, yellower on lower back (rump) ; sides of the head 
greenish grey ; wing coverts dusky with pale spots ; tail dusky 
edged with yellowish green ; under parts are light greenish. 


Sub-Family SYLVIIN.dE ( ft rey-irarblers) 

These are nearly all found in the plains in winter, and are famed 
for their rich, beautiful melody — nature has clothed them, in dull 
sombre garments ; but placed at their disposal a voice and song, 
which perhaps, is the richest of our warblers. Bill is fairly slender ; 
wings longish ; tarsus and feet short and strong ; claws a bit curved. 
They feed on insects, flower buds and berries. They are arboreal 
in habits. 

» 

(583) Sylvia OURRUCA, Lesser I Date-Throat , is found on our 
hill sides, but it does not descend in summer, much below 8,000 feet 
elevation. This species is met with more frequently al>ove Darjeeling 
It is generally found among bushes by the side of mountain streams 
or .Thoras as they are called. It is not so long ago that I saw this 
grey warbler pouring forth a sweet song as it sat on a twig, a few 
yards above its nest, which l was desirous to give a closer examina- 
tion to, nevertheless I felt disinclined to disturb the melodious out- 
burst so rich in soft notes and harmony. Once you hear the song of 
this bird, the colour you will reckon a secondary consideration. In 
size this Sylvia is 5| inches, above, the plumage is ashy in eolour 
with a reddish tinge ; it has a faint white line between the bill and 
eyes ; lower parts are white ; neck and breast have a reddish tinge ; 
tail brownish, with white outer feathers ; sides of the head dusky 
ash. 


Before closing this introduction to the Sylviime ; I must keep the 
promise I made, in an earlier part of the book to dwell on a certain 
Warbler when I come to Sylvia ; but I am sorry to say, that I know 
not the bird, which visited my window twice or three times on two 
succeeding winters, the latter end of November. This warbler, 
doubtlessly, was driven flown to Darjeoling by snows and piercing 
wintery weather prevailing on higher altitudes ( Sylvia is chiefly 
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winter visitant in India). I noticed the evening before a snow 
storm raging beyond Jongri, at the far end of the Singalillas. Just as 
the first streaks of daWn were making their way through the dark- 
ness, which shrouded Darjeeling, a fairy form seemed to hover at 
the window — a light airy rustle of wings greeted my ears followed 
by a melody ethereal in tone and harmony. I strained my ears to 
the utmost to find which of the Warblers had uttered the song. 
When I came to the window it was gone, four succeeding mornings 
this occurred. All I could make out was a tiny little bird flitting 
away in the darkness, in amongst the myrtle, forget-me-nots, and 
drooping honey-suckle, “dewy with nature’s tear drops as it past.” 
Well, I know the sweet carol of Sylvia Orphea, Orphean Warbler and 
its counterpart affinis ; but no, it was the richest song I have 
yet heard and probably the richest I shall hear on earth, may be 
I shall hear its counterpart, when I harken to the song no Orpheus 
can ever rival — proceeding from the Eternal City — Doubtlessly this 
Warbler made so great an impression on my mind, when its song 
came on the morn, when one of those, I held dearest on earth had 
just crossed the river of life. 


Sub-Family MOTACILLINyE {Wagtails and Pipits) 

These comprise birds which frequent the sides of rivers, marshes, 
sandy banks ; fields under irrigation, in the plains, and stony sides, 
of the hills, numbers of species are* 1 found feeding in our Jhoras. 
They have a strong and easy flight, and most of them vibrate then- 
tails up and down, in a typical manner. Bill is of moderate length, 
slender and straight slightly bent at the tip, which is notched. 
These birds live, chiefly, on the ground, for which mode of life their 
feet are well adopted. Wings are typically long and pointed, ter- 
tiary feathers arc lengthened ; tail long, displaying more or less a 
few white feathers ; tarsus fairly long and slender ; claws a little 
curved ; hind claw, of a large number of species, is long and 
straight. 

These birds are divided up into the following groups : — 

(i) — Hill Wagtails or Forktails. 

(ii) — Wagtails (tertiary feathers lengthened). 

(iii) — Tit-larks (having streaked plumage). 

GENUS ENICURUS ( Hill Wagtails) 

Comprise, birds with tails long and forked; bodies slender ; legs 
and feet strong ; plumage, more or less, black and white ; wings 

20 
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rounded in appearance, the tertiary feathers of this group are of 
moderate length, 4th and 5th primary qtfllls %re longest ; tail long ; 
bill straight, having a gentle uptilted appearance ; tarsus long. 

These birds are generally, associated with water, running streams 
or dry sandy places ; damp marshy spots. They live on the land, 
chiefly, in preference to perching on trees, and run with ease, on the 
ground, where they appear to be in their more natural element. 
Their song is sweet and cheerful. They have the family trait of 
vibrating their tails. 

(584) Exicurus maculatus, Spotted Fork-tail, this beautiful 
hill Wagtail is found oftencr on high altitudes, than lower down. It 
is, however, not common. I have seen it, at Tongloo. Usually 
solitary in its habits, picking about, the road, which leads to San- 
dakphu and on scrubby hill-sides, not far from springs of water. It 
is dainty in appearance and prettily marked. The white spots show 
out, distinctly, against deep black plumage. In size it is 10 inches ; 
bill black, legs and feet whitish ; irides dark brown. A few of the 
leading colours (markings) to be sought for, will aid, the more 
readily to make the acquaintance of this beautiful and elegant 
species. The trouble is that it will be a one sided introduction for 
Enicuru « cares little for our intrusion — upper plumage is black wkh 
white «pots, prettily speckled ; it has a broad white band over the 
forehead ; base of the tail is pure white, remaining portion black, 
tipped with white ; neck and breast black ; underparts of the bird 
are white. This is but a poor description of this beautiful Fork-tail; 
but it will serve our purpose of distinguishing it from other species. 
These birds are found, more frequently, near water-courses : .Ihoras, 
feeding on insects, on sandy and more pebbly shores ; occasionally 
not far from scrub jungle. 

(585) Exicurus IMMACULATU.s, Black-backed Fork-tail, is much 
like the former species ; but not nearly so prettily marked (spotted 
with white). It is 8 inches in size. It .differs from Macuhtux in 
having the breast white instead of black ; back is unspotted. This 
species is much rarer than the Spotted Fork-tail and is only occa- 
sionally seen. I had more than one opportunity of observing it in 
Hi forest in Sikkim, where I found it frequenting damp open ground 
beside hill streams. I am uncertain if I have seen Black-backed 
Fork-tail in or near Darjeeling, most probably I have not. 

(586) Enicurus schist ACEUs, Slaty-backed Fork-tail, visits 
Darjeeling occasionally in early part of the year. Below 5,000 feet 
elevation, it is generally found without much difficulty, where it is 
more at home. I saw this species in very fair numbers at Singla, 
on Takvar Spur, solitary, feeding near the road not far from springs 
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of water. Schisfacem is 10 inches in length, and is easily recognised. 
Colour is slaty in appearanlte, which replaces the black on upper 
parts, observed on the foregoing birds. Above, the plumage is 
darkish slaty blue, on the head, neck and back ; black on cheeks and 
throats ; white frontal band over the forehead, typical to this 
family ; uuderparts are white ; wings and tail black with white 
spots ; a big glistening wing patch or band, shows out conspicu- 
ously. These birds are generally found in the beds of our bigger 
mountain streams, occasionally in company with Plumbeous Water- 
Robin, when this bird descends to a lower elevation. 

(587) Knici:lus Scoi leui, Short-tailed Fork-tail, looks a bit 
comical with its small tail, in prosencc of the foregoing species, 
with their long train like tails, otherwise it is similar to them in 
many respects. Scouleri are rare. A better opportunity is offered, 
of seeing this bird on the dry shingly bed of Rungeet, Big Ruugeet 
in particular, where it enters the river basin in Sikkim. 

Sc mien appears to delight to hunt for aquatic insects on the 
rocks, amidst the noise and turmoil of our hill torrents and water- 
falls. In size it is 5| inches; plumage, above, is not unlike maculatus, 
tail and wings are black with white patches ; rump and upper tail 
courts white ; head and back are black, the former with a white 
frontal band : throat and part of the breast black, remaining por- 
tions, below are white. 

ii.— WAGTAILS 

Are divided into : — 

(<*) — Water- Wagtails, 

(b) — Wood- Wagtails, 

(c) — Field-Wagtails, 

(d) — Garden- W agtai Is. 

(a) WATER-WAGTAILS 
GENUS MOTACILLA 

These birds are so well-known that a description of them seems 
hardly necessary. They are more partial to watery surroundings 
and its neighbourhoods. Bill is straight and slender ; wings long 
and pointed 1st and 2nd quills the longest, tertiaries equal to the 
primaries ; tail longish and slender ; tarsus moderately loug and 
thin ; hind toe and claw short. 
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(589) Motacilla Maderaspatana, Pied Wagtail, is somewhat 
rare on these hills and nevor seem to visit Daijeoling. I have occa- 
sionally seen them in Rungeet Valley and on sandy river beds. 
It is about 8i inches in size, and resembles a littlo in colour general- 
ly Enicurus Scuulcri , in habits not a little, consequently it is mistaken 
sometimes for the short-tailod Fork-tail. Bill and legs are black ; 
irides dark brown ; colour of plumage differs ; it has a white super- 
cilium instead of a frontal white band ; greater portion of the outer- 
tail feathers are white, also edges of upper tail-coverts, beneath, 
whito, from the breast. This Wagtail is well distributed through- 
out the plains. 

(590) Motacilla luzoniensis, H r hih-faa<t If'agtail, this species 
will give but little trouble in distinguishing. It is frequently seen 
on our roads, a little way out of the station, usually on a bright day 
after a shower of rain, spring in preference. In size it is 8 inches 
in colour, not unlike M. Alba of Europe ; above plumage is deep 
back ; nape of the neck and occiput black, also lower back and a 
large patch on the breast : tail feathers and lower i«irts of the body 
are white ; front and Sides of the head and neck are broadly marked 
with white ; it has a large wing patch, common to Motacillime 
These colours are taken from a Itc.onicn-su in its rich, spring plu- 
mage which shows birds in their best and gayest attire. Deep black 
of this species, changes in winter to ashy grey. This bird is found 
in most places in the plains, where it arrives towards the close of the 
rainy season and remains during the cold weather. 

(b) WOOD- WAGTAILS. 

Genus Calculates arc more slender in form ; bill thinner than 
host groups ; tcrtials not so elongated; tarsus shorter, hind toe 
short, claw longish. 

(592) Calouates sulphurea, Grey and Yellow Wagtail, is per- 
haps the commonest and best known species of Motacillinco, seen 
in Darjeeling, usually in our Jhoras, sporting among rocks ami 
stones, in the bed or sides of the streams. When disturbed thoy 
fly off in a good strong dipping manner as it wore, uttering loud 
chirrups at each .ascent of the bird in their undulating flight. The 
song and chirrup of specios belonging to this sub-family differ but 
slightly from each other, and is not a little typical to each group, 
being cheerful in sound and musical in most of the species. The 
so ng apart from the chirrup, is indulged in chiefly in spring, and 
when they are at rest, looking happy and contented, as though 
they had laid aside for a brief space, the more strenuous labours 
of the day. In size, sulphurea is 7 j inches ; its sulphur yellow 
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colour makes it easily distinguished ; plumage, above, is pale grey ; 
white on the throat and wing-patch or band, as it looks more like ; 
some white on the tail, inner web of the fehthors ; wings and tail 
are brownish black. This is about as much of black and white, 
which can be observed from a distance. The rest of the plumage 
is pure sulphur yellow, chiefly on lower parts of the body. Occa- 
sionally tinged green ; upper tail coverts pale yellow, also edges of 
the wings, tertiary feather s. In summer the yellow plumage be- 
comes darker in colour*. In spring this bird, usually ascends to 
Tongloo and like altitudes to breed, occasionally I havo noticed 
Sulphurva building its nest on sides of the Jhoras in the outskirts 
of Darjeeling, near tho ground at foot of scraggy looking water worn 
bushes growing among perpendicular rocky cliffs by the side of 
mountain torrents. Nest is neatly made, constructed of moss and 
fibres, lined with soft materials, wool and hair. Eggs are brownish- 
white, mottled and clouded all over with brownish yellow, here and 
there fine black hair like lines t»wisted about the large end. 
Sulphured is often seen on the road, feeding on insects, as though 
a bit tired of restricting its surroundings to hill - streams and cold 
jhoras. When on roads, it runs with ease. Constant vibration of 
the tail is evon more noticeable than with previous species. 

FIELD WAGTAILS 

Genus Budytes, differ but little, outwardly from the two 
proceeding groups. Tertiary feathers, which were observed to be 
lengthened in the former birds, are shorter in Budytes ; tarsus stouter 
and stronger ; typically, hind toe and claw are lengthened, which 
shows an affinity Field-wagtails have to larks and pipits, also in the 
longer tarsi. 

(593) Budytes VIKIDIS, Indian Field- 1 ray tail. In this species 
we have birds of gregarious habits. They are usually found in 
flocks on pasture lands in company with cattle which may be seen 
grazing beside villages in Bengal, and homesteads in the district, 
whoro I havo frequently observed them. They pass over Darjeeling 
in large flocks, settling for a few days to rest and forage about our 
grassy hill sides, before proceeding on their journey, about April, for 
higher altitudes to breed. On their return the latter end 
September, they break journey again, with their flocks considerably 
augmonted three or four times the size, containing many young birds, 
strong and lively on tho wing, with all, suspicious and easily scared, 
inoxperioncod in the occasional, good intentions of human beings. 

I have often seen, in Darjeoling, the greater part of an immense 
flock chiefly of these birds and Pipits, larks etc. alight close to the 
house, then without any apparent, warning, sweep up again in to the 
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air, caused by a false alarm given by an over Jealous sentinel, leaving 
a score or two of old birds studiously lacking among tho leaves, who 
merely lift their heads aoanuch as to say, “what on earth, has scared 
you, next!’’ Vi’Hcli'* is 6| iuches in length ; bill and legs black; irides 
dusky brown. Colour of these field-wagtails changes a good deal, 
according to the season. Winter plumage, when one is more likely 
to see it, is olive green, above, with a white streak behind the eye 
( supercilium ;) wings dusky, with two yellowish white cross hands, 
formed by whitish tips of the coverts ; tail hlaok, margined greeuish, 
two outer feathers are white ; beneath, chin and throat are whitish, 
remaining portions ore yellow. These are about all the leading col- 
ours or markings to be looked for, whilst tho bird is about pecking 
on the ground, among autumn leaves, which lie thick about the place. 
They usually vibrate their tails, as they advance, up hill, as a rule, 
at times followed by a short run. 

TREE PIPITS 

* 

CfENl's Pi pastes. These birds have their lower plumage much 
sotted ; bill shorthand stout ; tarsus short ; tmlike Budytes, Pipits, 
when disturbed, soon take to the perch on a bush or tree close by, 
with considerable case. They are readily made out on alighting or 
running along lateral branch of a tree by the up «ancl down \ ibration 
of the tail. All species of Pipaste * visit, or rather break journey in 
Darjeeling on their way up to higher altitudes on the Singalillas and 
North Sikkim, even ascending sonic of the lofty passes into Thibet. 
These birds are, a little difficult at times to separate from different 
species, when found in mixed flocks containing larks and fiuches. 

(596) Pi PASTES Agilis, Indian I’m: Pipit , can be made out 
without much difficulty when seen singly, by its largo black si*ots 
on the throat, breast and flanks, together with fine greenish olive 
upper plumage, and also well marked dusky streaks on the crown ; 
beneath, the laxly is white, with a fulvous tinge, which is scarcely 
noticeable, when observing this bird from a distance ; dark brown 
wing coverts are more perceptahlc, and outer tail feathers whieh are 
broadly tipped with white. These birds spread themselvos ovor 
the plains of India in winter. They are social and gregarious, pick- 
ing about in flocks in the fields, gardens and hedgerows where they 
settle down, for short foraging excursions. They destroy large 
quantities of noxious insects, myriads of mosquitoes on the wing, 
and ferreting them out of their lurking places, hence its Indian name 
“ musarichi.” Pipits also introduce us to hard billed birds, whieh 
feed much on dry grains. Ayilis is 6^ inches in size ; extent of wing 
11 inches; hill and legs are light-brown. This Pipit is not unlike 
the European species. 



( 137 ) 


TITLARKS 

Genus Corydalla, resemble larks, more so, young birds, in 
plumage. They can be separated in the following manner : first 
according to our list, has streaked plumage ; hind claw very long, 
a similar peculiarity we shall, later on, find in some groups ol larks. 
Second type of these tit-larks, has feathers slightly streaked ; bind 
claw short. 

(599) Corydalla Richardi, Large Marsh-Pipit, visits Daijeeling 
about October or after the rains have ceased. This is when on its 
migratory journey to the plains. So is, here, always associated in 
large flocks. They alight, to forage for grain in the shape of grass 
seeds or weeds, more generally. These large Marsh Pipits are seen 
to rise singly, one at a time, when disturbed in a casual jnanner ; 
but a sudden start will raise the greater part of the flock. They are 
strong on the wing, big in size. These Pipits keep wonderful 
discipline. Once raised, the flock flics swiftly* keeping close to- 
gether and perform remarkable evolutions in the air, with order 
and precision. They are much stronger in flight than previously 
mentioned species. It is obvious that these birds look to certain 
leaders among them for orders or word of command like a well 
trained regiment of soldiers. In their evolutions they sweep past a 
person standing by, with a whirl of their poised wings. A sort of 
‘ march past,” or inspection drill. Then they rise ar.d perform 
circles, “ loop the loop ” sort of “ trick ” and other interesting 
figures in mid air. I havo seen them tire out, without much trouble 
a nimble Sparrow-Hawk or Besra. This Marsh Pipit is often brought 
into larger game markets and purchased in Calcutta and elsewhere, 
by epicures, under the name of Ortolan, as they are fat and well- 
flavored, together with species of Pipages, Titlark, Finch and Social 
larks (761). This Marsh Pipit is readily made out, owing to its 
large size, when in company with birds of the same family. It is 
about 8 inches in length ; hind claw about f inch long ; aliove, 
plumage is dusky brown ; edges of the feathers are tinged with 
olive ; suporcilium and lower-parts of the body are fulvous white ; 
breast browner in colour, with long dusky spots ; outer tail feathers 
are tipped broadly with dull white. These Marsh Pipits are found 
in large numbers in the cold weather in most parts of the plains, • 
more particularly in rice fields of Bengal, where they seem to court 
destruction from the nets and guns of native shikaries. 

(600) Corydalla rufula, Iwlian Titlark, is perhaps more 
common than the foregoing, some yoars, more so than others ; but 
their nests are difficult to find. These birds eften come, into com- 
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pounds of housos and back gardons, to food. They can bo made out 
from former species by the shorter tail and smaller sizo. Rufat a j s 
6| inches in leqgth ; colour, above, is pale olive-brown, foathers are 
centred with brown ; lower parts of the body aro earthy white ; 
breast fulvous ; sides of the breast are marked with brown spots. 

STONE-PIPITS or Lark-Pipits, are not found in the district. 
TRUE PIPITS 

Genus Anthus. Two species belonging to this group arc found 
in Darjeeling and the district. Bill is slender in shape ; tarsus 
slender and short ; hind claw longish, a little curved. 

(605) Anthus cervinus, Vinoux-throated Pipit , is frequently 
seen in Darjeeling, usually from November and remains with us 
through greater part of the cold weather. In size it is 6 inches. 
It is distinguished by long oblong blotches on its broast, upper 
abdomen and flanks ; above, colour is tawny brown with dark 
centres to the feathers ; boncath, plumage is white, t ingod with 
fulvous. Pipits, generally speaking, are a typical group. They 
remind us not a little of larks in colour, and in habits of wagtails 
not a little, also by their slender forms, narrowor wings and elong- 
ated tertiary feathers. These birds are light and agile, equally on the 
land and when they take to the trees. Vinous-Throated Pipit and 
a few of the previous species, arc often observed like larks to rise 
in the air, whistling as they ascend, though only for a short distance. 
Pipit is arboreal in habits, and when disturbed, whilst feeding on the 
ground it takes readily to bushes and trees close at hand, where it is 
seen, to run along the branchos with considerable ease dipping its 
tail in wagtail fashion. Nosts of theso pipits are exceedingly difficult 
to find, as they breed at a considerable elevation. I found a nest 
or two on the moors beyond Sandakphu, hidden securely, away 
among tufts of grass. 

Genus Heterura, differs from the former by its thicker bill, 
though in habits it is similar. Bill is deep and strong, ridge of 
which is arched ; feet and legs strong ; tail lengthened and painted 
at the tip ; tarsus strong ; hind toe long. 

Heterura sylvana, Upland Pipit, is found in Darjeeling, but 
it is rarer than the former species. In size it is 7 inches. This 
Pipit is oftener found on uplands about the station, and district in 
the cold weather and early spring. It feeds chiefly on seeds and 
insects. When disturbed it takes, like the former species to the 
nearest tree, vibrating its tail as it runs along the branches. Plumage, 
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al>ove, is streaked with brown ; tail brown, centre feathers are pale 
having white tips ; beneath, plumage is earthy white ; supercilium a 
like colour, feathers having black shafts. 


Family AMPELID.E 

This group includes birds of a different type from the foregoing. 
They have short tarsi and strong feet, more suitable for perching, 
than progression on the land. Bill is strong and inclined to be 
conic in shape. Birds found in this family, have bright, and prettily 
coloured plumage, as a whole. They feed much on buds, insects 
and berries. Not a few of them possess rich vocal powers, which 
rival some of our warblers. Ainpelidtr are arboreal in habits, and 
are closely related to the Tits. 


Sr n-FAMi r.v LKTOTR IC 1 1 IN.E 

A big numl>er of representatives are found in Darjeeling and the 
district. Usually birds having a restricted geographical distribution. 
Some are found only in a few of the states of eastern Himalayas. 
These interesting birds have rich and varied colours. Bill is short 
in many of the species, wide at the base ; in some groups lengthened 
and a little curved ; tail fairly short ; tarsi short and strong ; feet 
and claws strong, the latter a bit curved and sharp. Plumage varied, 
well-marked with bright colours in some species, whilst others are 
dull in colour. Most of the groups have ample crest feathers. First 
two birds, Isdonging to Genus f'uchoa, pur pur in and nridlt (607-8) 
are very raro, riridi* more so. They are now and then, met with, 
in thick forests about 9,000 to 10,000 feet elevation. They are 
extremely shy and solitary in their habits. They appear to seclude 
themselves near unfrequented places, in close proximity to springs of 
water in jungle retreats. I have on one or two occasions observed 
them in places, whore I would have expected to find Wood-cock, 
Scolopa r rusficola (867) or GnlUnago Aolitariu. 

(607) Cochoa purpurea, Purple Thrush-Tit, is found on fairly 
high altitudes. On raro occasions, I saw it in thick hamlmo jungles 
noar Tongloo,^ Those birds have given much trouble to find their 
relationship to better known and perhaps more typical groups. Their 
richly coloured plumage, moderately short tarsi bones, etc. and 

21 



( 140 ) 


habits, partially remind us of Pittas ; but their tit-like bills ; high 
elevations they frequent ; the ease and grace with whieh they climb 
and swing about branches of trees on slender bamboo twigs together 
with their equally good aptitude for the ground, and particularities 
, of structure entitle them to our favourable consideration though rare, 
and difficult to meet. Should you be in a position to observe this 
group, a closer examination will fully repay, any labour you may 
bestow. Cochoa is shy and reticent. In size 11 inches. Little 
difficulty need be experienced in distinguishing purpurea from the 
much rarer species, riridis. colour of Purple Thrush-Tit is ashy 
purple, above ; wings have a purplish tinge ; primaries are black 
with a lavender coloured band near the coverts which are black ; 
head is bluish grey. Female, is reddish brown in place of purple 
found on the male. 

( 608 ) Cochoa Viridis, Green Thrush-Tit , is a much prettier bird. 
It is rare and found with not a little difficulty. It seems to be 
partial to more ruggod surroundings in spring, at the far end of the 
Singalillas, where I observed it on two occasions. Doubtlessly some 
fortunate lover of ornithology will find purpurea and riridis in their 
natural home and haunts among the wilds of Nepal Viritli* is 
1 1 inches in size ; bill black ; irides brown ; plumage, above, is bluish 
green ; most of the quills are black ; some of the wing-coverts green 
with black circular spots, others show pale blue with black tips ; 
tail dull blue with black tips to the feathers ; head and back of the 
neck cobalt blue ; black al>out the sides of the head ( lores, super- 
cilium and ear-coverts tinged blue ) ; under parts of the body green, 
with a tinge of blue on the throat and near the legs. 

II. HILL-TITS 


These birds are of smallish size, well-marked, here and there, 
with bright colours. They are social and gregarious, usually associate 
in small flocks, or mixed up with other small birds of arboreal 
habits. 

Genus Pteruthius, have strong bills, shrike-like in construction 
and habits. Bill is short, stout, a bit wide at the base, curved, 
hooked and notched at the tip ; naros with scanty bristles ; wings 
moderate, 3rd 4th and 5th quills the longest ; tail short ; tarsus 
shortish ; lateral toes syndactyle ; hind toe long ; claws curved. 

(609) Pteruthius erythropterus, Red winged Shrike-Tit. This 
bird gives us a convenient approach to the group tatown as Hill- 
Tits, which are interesting birds, some of them are IHpr commonest 
and tamest in Darjeeling, and the district. Red-wing Shrike-Tit is, 
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however, not so frequently seen, here, occasionally it is observed in 
spring, when it comes to breed, builds its nest among trees about 
the place. It displays much forethought and insight, in hiding 
away its nest, so that the chances of finding one are reduced. Some 
time back I found a pair of these birds building in early part of May, 
near tip of the high branches of the chesnut tree at* the head of 
our upper road leading to the house, quite beyond the reach of the 
boldest climber. Nests of this species are fixed, as a rule, to forked 
green twigs, pendent like, as was observed when considering the 
Orioles. The nest is constructed of moss, hair and fine roots. Eggs 
are broad oval, pointed abruptly at the small end. The shell of which 
is fine, having a fair gloss ; colour pinkish white, speckled with 
brownish red spots at the large end. The markings get mingled 
and confluent, composed of pale lilac below, brownish red spots. 
This Shrike-Tit is solitary in habits, at times it may be noticed, 
noiselessly, to join a group of small birds in their merry hunt among 
the branches, at such places in Darjeeling where the road runs 
through well wooded parts. It is silent in its movements, as it slips 
from brush- wood where it has been feeding. The Shrike-Tit is not 
a little partial to small ripe berries growing on some of the bushes. 
As it rests, it has a bright cheerful call. Its not unmusical whistle 
is forquontly heard in spring ; though the Shrike-Tit itself is often 
unobserved, unless a close search is made in the jungle. In size it 
is 7 inches, plumage -of the male, is light plumbeous grey, above ; 
wings and head are black ; tertiary feathers chestnut red, which 
form a conspicuous wing patch, this typical mark aids one in dis- 
tinguishing this species ; tail is black ; beneath, the plumage is 
white ; primary quills are tipped with white. 

(610) Ptkruthii:s RUFIVENTER, Itufoun-bellied Shrike-Tit , is 
slightly bigger in size. It is about 7 -1 inches. Now and then it is 
seen in Darjeeling, chiefly, in spring, but it usually seems to prefer a 
lower altitude. Both species of Shrike-Tits are similar in habits, 
and could be coufused oue with the other, when casually observing 
them from a distance. Colour of the male, rufiventer , above, is dark 
chesnut on the back and upj>er tail coverts ; wings, tail and head 
are black; wings have a ferruginous patch ( tips of the secondaries 
and part of the tertiaries ; ) breast ashy with golden yellow on the 
sides. ^ 

(614) LtOTllKlx LUTE us, Bed-billed Hill-Tit , used to be one of 
the commonest birds iu Darjeeling. They are frequently seen, now, 
though not in such numbers, since the undergrowth has been, so 
effectually ejegred away. Both species of Liothrir , go to form a 
typical and mindly group of birds. may be seen throughout 

the year, as Uf hunts and hope about among the thick bushes, now 
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and then showing its bright golden breast against an olive-green 
colour ; its prpminent red-bill can hardly be overlooked. In size 
it is (i£ inches. It has a pretty warbling call, which is not in- 
frequently directed to its mate, whieh is at no great distance from 
it. Most biixls in the district possess three or four different calls 
* and, warbles it may be, according to season of the yoar ; or perhaps 
in what frame of miud, the bird, linds itself ; a call to its mate ; 
a warble or song to its sweothoart (no other than its mato) ; an 
angry outburst of “ bad words ” to an onomy or when its temper 
is a bit ruffled ; and possibly a fourth in spring of the year or 
when the rains are drawing to a close, and bright sunshine reappears. 
When cold weather is approaching LiolhriSs voieo changes, spring 
tunes many a minstrel whose sweetest notes are reserved for Halcyon 
days. On the whole luteus is shy and seldom conics out into the 
open. I have seen this species, jis far up as Tongloo, so that it 
evidently prefers high altitudes to warm valleys lielow Darjeeling. 
It might be said, that the prevailing colour of this species is olive- 
green ; ear-coverts dusky-green ; plumage, lioiicath, is dark yellow, 
deep golden colour on the breast, and pale towards under tail-coverts ; 
primaries and part of the secondaries deep yellow ; a sanguineous 
coloured bar on the wings ; tail is black ; bill coral red ; remaining 
l>ortions of the plumage olive-green. 


(615) LkiotHRIX AROENTAI RIS, Silc,. r -eared Hill-Tit , is a rarer 
bird than last species and only occasionally seen in Darjeeling. It 
prefers a lower elevation than luteu s. I found A ryndauri^ also, 
in Sikkim, at about 6,000 feet in the district. These birds are 
usually found in small parties, associating at times with lute ms. They 
seem to revel in dense undergrowth “ thutni ” as hillmen call, the 
plant, a sort of straggling wild rhubarb bush, which in the younger 
days of Darjeeling supplied a rich feast both for birds and men, the 
former going for the nj>e berries and the latter, tender shoots and 
stems, which when peeled go well with a little country sugar or salt. 
Several birds are very found of rii>e thutni fruit. Si bias, Hill-Tits, 
Flower jtocker*, etc. I hose thutni jungles, used to supply a rich 
field for Ornithologists, but they are fast disappearing. A njentmu is 
is a prettily coloured bird much more strikingly marked than the 
former speeies. ho difficulty need be experienced in making the 
acquaintance of oither of theso well-known Liotfoiccs. Argentauri* 
presents many distinguishing marks, as it hops and flutters about 
among dense branches of bushes, slowly, as though making 'its way, 
as it feeds, towards the top where it, usually, rests its limbs, as it 
were, for a minute or two and warbles a loud far-reaching, cheerful 
outbursts. Whilst it is in the dark seclusion of^the bushes it 
appears like a bush-chat, as it enters the better Wop portions, 
ample opportunities are offered of admiring its beautiful and barmo- 
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nious blending of colours. Bright ^silvery ear-coverts show out 
distinctly, against the black streaks from the lower mandibles ; lores 
and top of the head are also black ; above, back is slaty in colour, 
having a greenish tingo, with a golden necktie round the nape ; tail 
coverts bright sanguineous red ; same colour also on the base of 
primaries and secondaries ; breast bright gamboge yellow ; under- 
parts are slaty green tinged with yellow. In size Argentauria is 
7 inches. 

(616) Siva Strigula, Stripe-throated Hill-Tit. This prettily mar- 
ked tit is frequently seen, on higher altitudes in Darjeeling. It is 
plentifully distributed round and about Senchal. On trees by the 
side of the road to Tongloo and Sandakphu it is frequently observed. 
In spring it is occasionally seen in better wooded parts of the 
station. In size it is 6] inches. The pretty, rich orange coloured 
crest of this bird, shows out distinctly, more so, when active and 
pecking about. It remains much, among branches of biggish trees 
in preference to low bushy under-growth. They are gregarious in 
their habits. Above, plumage is slaty, brightened up with a tinge 
of green ; wings are black, quills with yellow edgings ; coverts 
olive green, middle of the wing feathers edged with fiery red; tail 
black some of tho feathers are yellow tipped ; lower parts of body 
orange yellow ; throat is px*ettily marked with black lines. A 
most striking effect is caused by the pretty combination of white and 
black tipped feathers of the wings, above, on the coverts, appearing 
like broad bars or “finguro marks”; bill is bluish grey ; irides 
brown. 

(617) Siva Cvanouroptera, Blue-dinged Hill-Tit , is a different 
typo of bird to Liolhrisc. In habits it is more like the last species, 
fioquenting a good deal, taller evergreens and trees, occasionally 
descending to shrubs and bushes. It is common in Darjcoling, 
chiofly in spring and during the rains, when ample opportunities 
will bo had of socing this cheerful little Hill-Tit. These birds are 
bigger than Pa rime, tits which arc usually of small size. Sim. is a 
little bigger than our hill-sparrows, and are found in most parts of 
the station, wherever a greon -treo or a few shrubs are to be met 
with, these birds associate freely with, hard-billed Flower-peckere, f 
Warblers, Parin®, Sibias, and Flycatchers,, all these birds iu Darjeel- 
ing seem to be on the beat of terms with one another ; happy and 
contented, except when thoir .ardour has been damped by ; a misty 
rainy day. Sm is not so musical as its brethorn, but it has a cheer- 
ful, loud chirrup which is pleasant to hoar on bright spring mornings 
and is kepfcWthroughout the day. This bird is easily made oyt, 
owing to its typical blue wings (quills) which are noticeable, as it hops 
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among branches of trees, bushes and evergreens. They come into 
compounds and gardens close to the house to feed. It is 6$ inches 
in size ; plumage, above, is yellowish brown, bluish grey on the head, 
more a rufescent tinge on lower back ; wings and tail are cobalt 
blue ; secondaries and tertials are tipped white ; underparts are 
whitish, tinged lake red. In habits these birds are much like 
j Strigula, possessing an ample store of buoyancy of life and vivacity. 

(618) Min LA ignotincta, Red-tailed Hill-Tit , we come, now, to 
*a more amusing species, with a pretty, bright red tail. This bird 
remains with us, throughout the year ; in winter in smaller numbers. 
In spring and during the rains they are plentiful in our forests, 
chiefly in more open country. At times it is seen, climbing with 
facility, It could compete with ease and good grace with Piculets 
and Woodpeckers. It is frequently seen going along straight 
branches of trees, picking at cracked, inflated and fissured bark, in 
its eudeavours to dislodge comfortably housed termites. In size it 
is 5i inches ; bill blackish ; legs more yellow ; irides brown ; colour, 
above, is golden, yellow olive, reddish on the back ; wings and tail 
are black, broadly margined with bright crimson on the primaries 
and tail ; also a little crimson on the wings (tips of the primaries) 
and some white showing ; najK.* and heat! black, supercilium white ; 
black band through the eyes. This Minla is easily recognised, and 
cannot be mistaken. When seen in spring in Darjeeling they are 
fairly common. They seem to be always busy and active. In the 
mornings and warm bright flays in May they are usually more lively 
and display a quarrelsome disposition, the males indulge in a “rough 
and tumble” : going for each other for all they are worth ; creating 
quite a sensation among the little (feathered) community about them, 
as they “go for” each other. They preface their assaults, or rather 
intersect an angry chirping, which sounds like, “you-try-it-if-you-dare, 
you-try-if-you-dare,” sort of interlude, in each others embrace, and 
finally they come fumbling to the ground, from whence, after a few 
finishing or “knock out” blows and kicks, they suddenly part. Each 
antagonist flies off to a different tree, and calls out to its mate, in a 
shrill plaintive, injured tone, which sounds very much like, “sweet 
Bijou’ ! sweet Bijou' !! Then in a somewhat subdued voice, “pretty 
Byou’ !” Sweet Bijou' of course not far off, about twenty yards or 
mere, quietly pecking unconcernedly among the bushes. She hardly 
lifts her head, when she hears the call, merely gives a gentle chirp as 
much as to say “I am here”. Minla , is about 5& inches long ; bill 
blackish ; irides brown. It builds a neat, deep, cup shaped nest of 
greenish moss, lined within with soft moss roots and hair. It is 
fastened to a slender forked branch, usually on a tall tree. Eggs 
are vcrditer-blue with brownish red spots. The rest of Minla 
species : Chestnut-headed, and Dusky-greeil IJW-Tit (619—620) &T0 
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not nearly so plentiful or easily made out, as ignotineta. They usually 
prefer lower elevations than Darjeeling. In habits, they are a little 
similar. 

III. — IXULELE (Flower-peckers) 

These birds differ a good deal from flowerpeckers, mentioned in 
an early pafrt of the book under Dicannce ( Tennirostres). We might 
appropriately call them hard-billed Flowerpeckers. Their bills are' 
different in shape. These birds are more Parian in build and habits. 
In colour their plumage is dull and sombre, with exception of (629 
and 633) which have brightly marked and coloured feathers. 

GenIts I XI’ LIT s, head is well crested, and stands out prominent- 
ly. These birds are gregarious, arboreal in their habits. They are 
distinguished without much trouble, in Darjeeling, where they climb 
about slender branches of trees and shrubs, picking up insects and 
feeding much on soft berries. Ixulus is partial to wild yellow rasp- 
berries and the dark coloured brambles which are found growing on 
our hill sides. These birds are social and friendly, most of the 
species, which are common about Darjeeling, come, quite close to the 
house. They are often observed, swinging on to the thin branches 
of our shrubs and jungle plants. 

(623) Ixulus flavioollis, Yellou'-napetf Flower-pecker , is one of 
the commonest of *the group. It is active throughout the day, and 
is frequently met with, in our compounds and gardens in Darjeeling. 
In size it is 5i inches. It is made out without much difficulty by 
its yellow coloured nape, below the crest, which is generally raised 
(perhaps not so prominently as Yuhina gnlatis 626) when hard at 
work among green leavos. This bird is about the size of a sparrow, 
and resembles it from a distance, in colour, sidaiby side of course, 
you would find a good difference between these two birds. Colour 
of the Yellow-naped Flowerpecker is i>ale brown, above ; head is a 
richer shade, nape with a light yellow colour, easily noticeable,* more 
so, when crest is raised *, the wings, beneath, are whitish in colour, 
which is more readily observed when the birds take to flight ; pale 
yellow plumage on underparts of the body ; bill light brown *, irides 
brown. These birds are generally found in small flocfcs, associating 
with other birds. Chesnut-headed Flowerpecker (624) is not com- 
mon in Darjeeling. It is occasionally seen here ; but it prefers a 
lower altitude. Striated Flowerpecker is rarer still. 

Genus Yuhina, has a long, slender, compressed bill ; legs and 
feet strong and slender ; hind toe large. 
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(626) Yuhina Ol’ laris, Stripe-throated Flower-pecker, is plentiful 
in Darjeeling, and is seen as a rule in company with Ixnlus, Hill- 
Tits, and Flowerpeckers, and the merry little Green-hacked Tit 
(644) one feels that we are in the midst of old Darjeeling Triends 
with these birds. This Flowerpeeker displays a good deal of the 
characteristics of Lr-ulus and Tits. They evidently prefer high alti- 
tudes as this species is plentiful all along the road to Tongloo and 
beyond ; but once you get among the bleaker heights of* Sandakphu 
and Phalut, you must say “good bye” to Yuhina, for this lively little 
bird is conspicuous by its absence. Its place is imperfectly, filled by 
Crossbills and Finches. Yuhina’s preference for flowers and pollen 
insects, aided by its longish curved bill, makes it out as a true 
Flowerpeeker. It can be seen, at times, clinging to a pendant 
bunch of flowers and buds, head down, holding on by its strong feet 
and claws in a manner, as is observed in some of the Tits. Its big 
crest of well developed feathers on its head stands up in a curled 
style above its forehead. This Yuhina is 6 A inches in size ; plumage 
is brown ; throat and breast a sort of wood brown (rufous) ; chin 
and throat is well marked with blackish lines ; lower parts of the 
body, orange-reddish; above, the tail, and tertiary (wing feathers) are 
olive brown ; primaries and secondaries black, the latter with olive 
brown margines. Tho remaining species of Yuhina are like gularis 
in habits ; but they are difficult to find. Occipitalis and niijrinu-ntuw 
are rare and not easily discovered. Both species frequent lower 
elevations and more secluded parts of tho district. 

(629) Myzornis PYRRHOt’RA, Fire-tailed Flowerpeeker. This 
prettily marked species, seldom, comes into Darjeeling. They prefer 
higher altitudes of Senchal and Tongloo, where I have seen thorn on 
more than one occasion. Even in these places they arc scarce. It 
appears to delight in well wooded parts of tho country and seeks 
seclusion. Its bright colours aid us considerably to distinguish this 
species. It is 5j inches in length. Colour, above, is bright grass- 
green, with emerald colour on crown of the head ; tail bright red 
tipped with black ; lower plumage is pale in colour tinged with 
rufous on throat and upj)er parts of the breast, yellow on lower tail 
coverts ; green on the wing coverts and tertiaries, primaries black a 
few edged and tipped white ; bill brown ; irides Ijrown. 

(630) Erpornis Zantholkpca, White-bellied Flowerpeeker, is 
frequently met with, when one is on low altitudes, it has not been 
known to ascend or visit Darjeeling. Erpornu is 6 inches ; colour, 
above, is light yellowish green ; feathers on the underparts are dull 
whitish. The crown feathers are elongated and pointed ; bill is 
longish, conical in shape, compressed strong and pointer!, tip of the 
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upper mandible projects to a fine, notched, point ; bill brown ; legs 
roundish ; irides light-brown. These birds are usually associated in - 

small flocks. 

» 

(631) Zostkrops palpebrosi’s, U'l rite-eyed Tit , seldom as 
cends higher than 3,000 to 4,000 feet altitude in the district. They 
are gregarious. They associate ia fairly big flocks in warmer parts 
of tho district. You can hardly fail to meet them in Runjeet and 
Teesta Valleys where they are seen, strong and active, feeding among 
wild buds and flowers of plants and bushes, which abound in these 
l»arts at times, entering patches of cultivations and gardens of Lepcha 
hamlets. They arc seen in flocks of 20 or 30, at times in bigger 
numbers. These birds enliven and make the hot enervating sur- 
roundiijgs of the place cheerful, with their merry chirping, anti brisk 
untiring movements. T have on rare occasions, in uncommonly warm 
summers seen ono or two stray members of this species visit Dar- 
jeeling, probably come up in company with other small birds in their 
migratory journey ; but these chance visitors leave us on the first 
opportunity dull weather offers. Zostrrop* is 4 inches ; bill 
blackish : irides light yellowish brown ; colour, above, is light 
(Siskin) yellowish green , it has a noticeable circle of close set, white, 
small feathers round the eye, which give$ if a white appearance : 
throat and upper parts of the breast, yellow (canary) : below, body 
feathers are white, with a bluish tinge. 

(633) C/KPH aFjOPYRI’s FLA MM K'EPS, Flame-fronted Flmverpecker , 
this striking looking bird is not often seen in Darjeeling. I have 
observed it occasionally below River View, in thick jungle to the 
loftf'of Tukvar Road. Tn habits it is, not unlike most of the Flower- 
peckers. It is a pretty little bird, shy ami unwilling to expose it- 
self. In size . flam mieeps is 4 inches ; colour of male, above, is yellow- 
ish green ; bright on the lower body and upper tail coverts ; top of 
the head is brilliant orange-red ; breast is bright golden yellow ; 
wings dark coloured, edged with green, with two wing bars. Female 
is not so brightly marked and lacks the red colouring ; bill is plum- 
beous ; legs brownish. There is at present no record of the unifica- 
tion of this species. I have but one, pretty little egg. unique in 
shape, size and colour. 


Sub-kamily PAR1N/F. 

We must., now, push on our, enquiries to the Tits. These birds, 
as must already 1m well known, have, bill typically short, conic and 
stout. This group has lwon well defined by Nature, more so in shape 
of bill, which can scarcely be overlooked, when one or other of the 
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species are seen. They are mostly birds of small size, frequenting 
the temperate zone, in different parts of the world. "We have a few 
species, which are common to Darjeeling and eastern side of the 
Himalayas. These birds appear to favour certain localities of alti- 
tudes where Nature has placed them. They don’t seem to seek 
migratory advantages, gained by visiting oither warm valleys in the 
district or plains of India, where tKe cold weather has withdrawn 
most of its summer associates. In habits they are gregarious, they 
prefer to forage among taller evergreens and trees to feeding on the 
ground, to which at times they descend. They are usually seen in 
company with mixed groups of small birds, which are hunting to- 
gether chiefly for the security and protection offered against attacks 
of hawks and other tormentors. Tits join in with zest in the merry 
jollifications which arc often in progress. 

(634) ^Egithalisci s krythkocephaus, Hed-headed Tit, or 
Titmouse, as it is commonly called, is a pert little bird. This 
species is plentiful in Darjeeling. Perhaps, more in evidence, to- 
wards the close of the cold weather, when most birds are away in 
the plains or near foot of the hills. They are usually seen hopping 
and climbing about the trees, not infrequently entering our gardens, 
and approaching quite close to the house by aid of the bushes and 
creepers about the place, out of Darjeeling, you will meet them, on 
trees along the road to Tongloo and a good way up to Sandakpliu. 
This Titmouse is about 4 if inches ; body is small, tail adds considera- 
bly to the length of the bird. The tail is slightly forked. The little 
rufous cap on top of the head makes them comparatively easy birds 
to distinguish. Colour, above, is cinereous, Inning a reddish tinge 
on the neck : same colour extending to the back, lower body, upper 
tail coverts ; tail and wings, perhaps, a little darker in shade ; it has 
a broad black and white stripe extending past, the eye and ear- 
coverts to the nape, which shows out conspicuously also the little 
black throat ; chin and lower parts of the body arc white tinge* 1 
below with rufous : bill black ; irides brown. Remaining species of 
these tits are not common in Darjeeling. They are generally found 
at a higher altitude in the district and North Sikkim. 

(644) PART'S MONT ICO Li's, Green -hacked Tit , is more in evidence 
in Darjeeling, throughout the year, than Titmouse, This friendly 
little bird seems to be best known of all Darjeeling birds. In many 
respects it is not unlike the English “Tom-Tit,” as this interesting 
species was commonly called. Green-backed Tit bears a striking 
resemblance to it in colour and hahifs. It is always tame and cheer- 
ful and ready to make friends. For about 5 years or more we have, 
a male “Tom-Tit” which has taken up its alxsle, under the corrugat- 
ed iron eaves, among shingles of the roof, in front of my window. 
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In .spring he is joined by his “better-half,” where they add a few 
straws and feathers to the old family nest. I have a dense potatoe 
creeper growing against the office, which was at one time a glazed 
verandah, when the creeper is in flower, pretty well throughout the 
year, it is visited by numbers of small birds which, seem, hardly to 
observe me, as 1 write at the windpw. Green-backed Tit is usually 
folder than the rest ; when it comes to pick insects off the flowers. 
It is a pert little bird ; always keeps its feathers well preened, looks 
spruce, and meets you, first thing in the morning with a bob of the 
head, a sort of low low, and jerks up its tail, wishing you a hearty 
greeting with a cheerful chirrup. 1 have not met its equal for 
boldness and cheek, should you have a broken pane of glass in your 
office window : this tit will all but pop its head in to see what you 
are doing. When seen on the “Kharani ’ tree, just opposite, it is 
generally swinging about among the dangling flower buds, quite like 
an acrobat at work on the trapeze. Its height of accomplishment 
seems to bo to hang head down, holding on with its strong little 
claws, and inspecting minutely the vertically drooping flowers, where 
insects consider a safe place to seek refuge from their feathered 
assailants. This Purus is 5l inches : bill black : irides brown : 
colour is olive green, above, on the back, extending to tail coverts : 
head black with white on the sides, cheeks and a nuchal mark ; 
wings grey ; median and greater coverts are black with white tips : 
quills are black, most of them are tipped white ; tail black with 
white tips : the neck, breast and part of abdomen black : yellow 
bolow. 

This prettily marked tit, does not possess a musical warble ; but 
it has been liberally endowed with a pleasant and cheerful whistle, 
when happy, it has a far reaching call for so small a bird, a sort of 
/<> trr-cha-chu, with a few other variation according to its dis- 
|K)sition. 

(650) Mklanochi.or.\ Si'LTANEA, Sultan ) elh/u-Tif, comes 
rather as a surprise for it breaks the record of Tits of small size. It 
ascends to no groat altitude, like the Tits, it prefers a semitropical, 
climate and surroundings. It is usually found on the outskirts of 
forests ; on the Rupjeet llivor it is frequently seen. This bird 
when met with is easily recognised. It is big in size ; thrush like 
in lorm. Sultan ea is 8 inches in length ; colour, above, is black with 
a glossy greenish tinge, which shows out prominently. The Sultan 
Yellow-Tit’s pointed, bright, yellow crest on the. head, reminding us 
f slightly) of some of the. Oriental potentates ; underparts of the. bird 
are bright yellow. This large tit presents an unique, picture of one of 
the handsomest of amptlidtv we have in the district. 
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I shall here close, the account, of this l»i# trilie Dnttirwlrc* ; to 
the seeming neglect of Accentors which 1 should ha\e liked to have 
included : hut they are chiefly high altitude birds and the few which 
visit Darjeeling are not anxious to show themselves. 


TRIBE COX IROKTR KS 


Aiming other peculiarities, these are hard-hilled birds: wings 
fairly lengthened ; tail generally short ; feet well adapted for both 
perching and progression on the land ; hill is thick, and conical in 
shape, lower mandible deeper than the foregoing tribes. Other dis- 


tinguishing i«‘culiarities we need 
This trilie is composed of tin 

I. Coin i ilk 

II. — SrrRxnu-: 

III. — Fkisuilliil-k ... 

IV. -— Alaldid.k 


not trouble, at present, almut. 
following families : — 

Crows and Magpies. 

Mynas and Starlings. 

Sparrows, Weaver birds, Amad- 
uvds, Buntings, and Rose- 
linnets. 

Larks. 


Family COR VII) /E 

Have strong bills, compressed, usually entire : nostrils protected 
by long and numerous bristles : tarsus short. : feet strong ; claws 
curved. This family is composed of the Crows. Choughs, Magpies. 
Jays, Nutcrackers, etc. 


Sub-family CORVINVK, ( Crows am! Moo pins) 

Are so well-known to most of us, that an introductory descrip 
tion seems superfluous. Bill is stout, longish, and straight ; wings 
long and pointed in most of the spoeics ; tarsus strong and protected 
by scales : claws curved. 
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Genus Corvus, liave thick, strong bills, conic iu shape ; wings 
loiigish ; feet anti legs strong, suitable for perching, toes capable of a 
good strong grip. Most of these birds are equally at home on 
the laud. 

} 

Corvvs Corax, and the big Tibetan Raven, we shall pass over 
also Coronc, the Carrion Crow, as they are not likely to be met 
with either in Darjeeling or the district. 

(6(50) Co it v us CULMINATUS, Indian Corhy, we might call the 
common crow of Darjeeling, though it is not nearly so numerous 
here, as common crows arc in the plains. These crows are seen 
often resting on trees, by the side of our big rivers in the district, 
now and then they are observed in the station, usually solitary, 
occasionally in biggish groups. In these jiaris Corby is not a favo- 
rite, owing to the liad news it is supposed to convey, when it settles 
on a tree near the humble dwellings of hill folk. Corby is shunned 
by the smaller Insrssorf't, owing to its thievish propensities ; usually 
an unguarded nest of freshly laid eggs, attracts its cupidity. It 
bikes unjustifiable pleasure in cracking eggs with a poke or two of 
its long bill or if not hard shelled, crushes them between its mandi- 
bles, then sucks up the nutrieious substance held in the saucer like 
nest ; but it is dead nuts on any bird trying the same game, on its 
own eggs. However we must not blame it rashly for tastes and pro- 
pensities over which it seems to exorcise but little control. M r hat 
seems rather annoying is the mighty cawing ho, and his gathered 
together flock of comrades, kick up, when the crested Honey-Buz- 
zard, has token a fancy into its head to try the taste of a Corvine 
egg or two, and had just started sampling an outlying nest. The 
noise created by the much injured Corby is of course too much for 
the quiet jungle loving Buzzard, before it has had time to teste the 
eggs it has just cracked, it is off, once more, with a dive into the 
forest with its fingers (figuratively) in its ears to keep out the noise 
and racket followed by the much injured crows. The Corby is 21 
inches long ; bill and logs aro black ; irides dark brown : plumage, 
above, is glossy black, bonoath dull black. 

(66.H) CoRVUS SrLENDENS, Common Indian Crow, requires, but 
little, introduction, if it has not already made itself known to you. 
The name xplend-etm is a remarkable title for so somberly coloured 
a bird. May lie, *plendcnx refers to the splended cawing it kicks up 
in the plains, where these birds, make themselves quite at home, 
and look upon city life as their happy hunting grounds. The famous 
Vieillot must have had, better reasons than these, for conferring so 
great an honor on this species. May lie his thoughts ran in this 
direction. 
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Where will you fiud a bird so richly endowed with fertile imagi- 
nation, richness of intellect and a reasoning disposition. Leaving 
aside the low tricks some of its fraternity are guilty of. It seems 
to possess ; but a poor share of instinct, for it cannot build even a 
decent nest, and requires great mental calculations l>efore it can 
discover the egg, that the wily koel (E. Orientals 214) has just 
found & quiet haven for. Taking these draw backs into considera- 
tion, how amazing was the selection of name splendent. In placing 
this the commonest of birds in the front rank of intelligence. Before 
{Hissing from this species, I shall give an instance of marked reason- 
ing ability found in these birds. It is only one of many, which 
could be enumerated. Whilst I was at Delhi, some years ago, in a 
house on the banks of the (binges, a violent thunder storm burst 
over the city, late in the afternoon. Most of the crows which hun 
ted for food, during the day, experienced insurmountable difficulties, 
in face of this tornado, in crossing the river, where the avenue of 
tall trees, some half a mile, further, held nests full of hungry young 
crows. They, the city crows, marshalled themselves on the south 
bank of the river, formed in a compact single file, and took their 
instructions and advice from certain \oterans, leaders among them. 
First they rose and flew high in the air. as it were at a given signal, 
in remarkably fine order, line-of-battle : but the strongest fliers did 
not get beyond the middle of the river, half a dozon might have 
proceeded to battle with the elements, but these turned, on seeing 
their comrades driven lack. Then they stood on the Delhi shore, 
once again, and held a hurried counsel of war, for a brief space, 
consisting of a good deal of cawing, whilst aides-de-camp, on the hop, 
or side skipping, fly briskly down the line, conveying the general’s 
orders. After all had rested from fatigues of the last flight, as their 
late, gaping beaks, had graphically indicated, how hard had been the 
struggle, the signal was given, and up they flew once more, with 
fresh determination : but with similar results. T counted about six 
such attempts, how many had occurred prc\ ions to this, I cannot 
say. Dusk of evening was fast approaching ; little ones in the 
rookery were hungry ; the storm raged as fiercely as ever ; the 
river had not yet been crossed. Another hurried council of war 
was held ; another batch of fresh orders were given for a last mighty 
effort for the final onset. There must be no doubts about the 
matter this time ; to my surprise and of those who watched the 
contest with me, from the wooden balcony overlooking the river, at 
a given signal all rose barely off the ground, as they progressed over 
the river their legs at timers, seemed to touch the surface of the 
water. On they toiled. It was noticeable that at an apparently 
slight lull in the storm, the signal to fly was given. It was doubt- 
less a brave attempt. Many casualties * seemed certain. On they 
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battled with a determation, worthy of a good cause, had^f 

by (lint of hard flying and perseverance, gained the opposite of 
the rapidly, flowing Ganges. Once safely across, a longer jNpt was 
indulged in. In this manner, and by short flights, t^ey crept along 
at short intervals till they reached the foot of the avenue. Once 
there, they flew upwards, in a perpendicular fashion, as though 
keeping the trunks of trees between them and the storm. Securely 
regained their nests where their anxious yo\mg ones were awaiting 
their return. What occurred to us at the time was, that the crows 
or their leaders noticed two facts about the storm which raged. 
That the higher they flow the less progress they rfiade, owing to 
unevenly distributed force of the tempest, that the storm raged and 
diminished by fits and starts. Several illustrations could be given 
of the intelligence of birds in general, but few seem to exhibit the 
marked mental ability found in Corrux xplewfcn*. 

Gents ntcifraoa, ( Xuf-crarf:er •■<) are a ffifferent type of bird 
from corvus ; they are more brown in colour, with spotted white 
plumage. Inhabit high altitudes and feed much on seeds and nuts. 
Bill is straight and longish, with a blunt tip ; nostrils hidden under 
short bristles : 4tli and 5tli quills of the wings are the longest : tail 
inclined to bo lengthened : tarsus and toes moderately strong : hind 
toe longish, claw slightly curved. 

(666) Ntcifraoa hemisimla, lliumUiyau nut - crurker , is found 
fairly common on nearing Tongloo, then again at Sandakphu. These 
birds take kindly to cold nnhospitable heights, where chilly blasts, 
off snow clad Himalayas, seem to warm the cockles of their hearts. 
It is usually in such surroundings that their spirits rise to greater 
buoyancy and vivacity of life. When you meet them at Phalut or 
.longri in February or March, in a cutting north wind, which sends 
a shiver through you, they are cheerful and happy, and seem to caw 
out — “Blow, blow thou winter wind, thou art not so unkind as man's 
ingratitude ’- -not that I can recollect any instance of unrequited 
errands of mercy performed by these Nut-crackers : but their fore- 
lorn appearance somehow or other brought these thoughts into my 
mind on viowing them. The Nut-cracker is not unlike a crow pret- 
tily speckled with black and white. I was once told that crows at 
Sandakphu were speckled ! This Xucifragu is 1 5 inches in iengfth. 
It- has a good strong bill which it finds almost useful accessory or 
excavating, etc. The particular markings and colour of this species 
cannot be mistaken, as it is, as far as I can remember the only bird 
at this elevation, which answers to the same description. Pure 
white on the tail feathers, usually first attracts attention. These 
feathers are broadly tipped with' white, what appears to lie black 
from a distance is in reality 'light umber brown, on the head, wings 
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K il 0 '! ° f tho twl ; WM,er tAil covert# are ,„,ro white 
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below the house, in mid winter, when it was driven hy inclemency 

of tho weather from its natural huntin# grounds, hut these occasions 
are few ant! far between, it appeared to have, made a bee line from 
Saudakphu, which was white with snow and looked like, more to 
follow. Its flight was not what might be exacted of a corruhe. Jf 
Hew more like a wood-pigeon or arboreal thrush : Nut-crackers breed 
near the snow line beyond .Jongri. These birds have a partiality 
for nuts and ifce found as a rule in primeval forests, when such 
places are available, and where walnuts abound. I have seen a 
forest of giant walnut trees, in North Sikkim near the snows, with 


the nuts lying layer upon layer probably a hundred years undisturb 
ed, in some places over 24 inches deep of nuts in various stages of 
decay. This forest saw the Nut-cracker and many a high altitude 
bird in their natural surroundings. I have seldom experienced the 
same feelings, as the flay I stood under those mighty walnut trees, 
iri a fairly primeval forest, with nature in its garb and habits un- 
soiled by touch of civilization. Objects which presented themselves 
.to the eye seemed conducive to study of nature at her best. The 
Nut-cracker, which I had come specially to visit, appeared quite at 
home. It drove its strong bill with case into soft part* at the l»ase 


of walnuts, just where they had broken off from the parent stem, 
splitting half ripe nuts like a wedge into equal parts, thus leaving 
bare* the kernel. Birds in general, though shy in this forest, exhi- 
bited either curiosity for or absolute disregard to, two legged mortals 
whom they, ostensibly had not learnt from experience to dread, or 
view with suspicion. Most migratory birds displayed all their old 
likes and dislikes. Birds in general seem to have their prejudices. 


A few years ago I chanced to witness a pretty sight, of a mixed com- 
pany f>f little birds, enjoying a merry frolic alnmt twenty yards or 
so, from the house, just a short way round the corner of the garden 
path leading into a thickly wooded glen-like retreat, seeing a musical 
garden party going on in full swing : Lew: fuscorentris. White-throated 
Fantail, waltzed lightly from branch to branch, Tom-Tits were there, 
and little Willow Warblers, Flycatchers and Flower] Kjckers, Fairy 
Blue-Chat, Bush-chats, Chat-thrushes and Morula thrushes and many 
more besides. X went to .fetch a friend who was near by at the 
time ; but the moment we came stealthily round the corner, &ibui, 
who was keeping “sentry go,” at the time, set up a shrill whistle, 
.♦yvhich sent all the birds, mostly small ones, scuttling, like naughty 
children, off under cover, the performance came to a sudden stop--- 
The moral if we could find one, would be — “please don’t peep— -if 


you are invited, take your seat.” 



Sub-Family GARRULIN^E 


Have shorter biHs, more or less conical in shape ; wings short 
and rounded ; tail in most of the species is very long and graduated ; 
legs and toes strong, and longer than the former birds, which aids 
them in their more arboreal habits. “The distinction from Corvinm 
is not obvious in all cases ; but the Garrulinse are usually smaller 
birds, with shorter wings and longer tail, of great activity and more 
arboreal habits than crows and when on the ground usually move 
by hopping instead of walking. Blue is the characteristic colour.” 
They seem to prefer, quiet surroundings of simple Lepcha crofters, 
than the turmoil of town life. 

(069) Garrulus bispecula R is, Himalayan Jay. 

(670) Garrulus lanceolatus, Black-throated Jay. Both these 
species are much like each other in colour, habits and peculiarities. 
They are rarely seen in Daxjeeling. Himalayan jay is found on 
higher altitudes, whilst black-throated species prefers lower eleva- 
tions. I have seen at Kalipokri, the former bird, comfortably 
located, for many years, near Yak farmers’ little dwellings on the 
road to Sandakphu. Both these species have, white shining patches 
on the wings ; tails longish. Though both jays are similar in 
appearance, they have slight variations in colour. The former -bird 
above, is light l>ay or fawn brown ; it has a black stripe on side of 
the head, below the eye and ear-coverts ; some of the wing-coverts 
and quills are black ; white is found on edges of the primaries : 
wing bars pale blue and black ; tail black, white on the coverts ; 
beneath, it is pale in colour. Bispccularis is 1.3 inches in length. 
Lanceolatm is a shade larger in size having the head, crest and face 
black ; tail blue, barred with black and tipped white ; beneath, 
throat, and upper parts of the breast are black : underparts of the 
body have a reddish tinge. 


(672) Urocissa Sinensis, Jted-billed Blue-magpie , you will likely 
see, in the forest on the way up to Senchal, where I have seen them 
on several occasions, oftener perhaps in spring, where this species 
build on tall trees. When observed flying from tree to tree, the 
fine long tail of Urocusa is displayed to no small advantage especially 
when shooting after an insect high up in the air, then settling down ' 
again on its porch. This magpie occasionally comes in to Darjeeling, „ 
in spring, where its loud metallic sounding, though cheerful and 
pleasant, call is often heard. This Urocissa is 24 inches in length, 
of which the tail is fully 16 inches, so that it is quite § length of 

23 
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the bird. Thcso birds arc usually soon, solitary, associating in 
pairs ; at times, feeding and exercising thomselves not far from 
other groups, though they don't seem to • be on the best of 
terms with small birds, merely on sufferance. The more timid and 
cultured ones can’t appreciate their rough and ready manners. In 
habits the Blue-magpie is restless, hopping about and trying various 
fancy tricks on the branches, with damage to its longest train 
feathers. Or flying from tree to tree, usually tallest ones in the 
forest. These magpies keep much to the tops of trees, high up 
among the foliage, occasionally descending to lower branches. 
Colour of this species, above, is ash, with a purplish tinge ; upper 
tail-covert* are spotted black : head, neck and breast are deep black ; 
tail feathers are edged bluish, broadly tipped black and white ; wings 
and tail are cobalt blue ; beneath from breast is whitish with a 
strong tinge of ashy purplish colour. The yellow bill showing out 
distinctly. This magpie has a shrill call, much resembling the 
Lepcha name Tying jong ring, in a metallic pitch and tone. Sinen- 
sis lives much on ripe fruit and berries. It is very partial to fruit 
of the papiya tree, which is found in gardens at a lower elevation : 
but it cares little to descend to low altitudes. I had a pair of these 
birds for several years. They grew tame and displayed all the 
characteristics of their congeners. Together with fruit, ground 
parched gram steei»ed in water was their usual diet, but grass- 
hoppers and caterpillars had to be given occasionally as they, ap- 
peared to lose weight if this latter food was withheld. 

(673) Ciksa Sinensis, Own - Jay , or as some people would like 
to call it the “blue jay” (of course not ('untcias, Indian Holler 123) 
is the richest coloured bird we have of this group. This beautiful 
jay is fond of more tropical skies and vegetation. It is seldom seen 
over 4,000 to 5,000 feet elevation. You will doubtlessly meet the 
Green Jay, in warm valleys in Sikkim and denser forests skirting 
Teosta and Runjeot rivers, in the district. Occasionally you will 
see species, at the foot of Mineral Springs forest, by tho side of 
Rungdong khola, where it can 1* < seen hunting among denser foliage 
of trees for bigger class of insects, locusts and mantes, sometimes 
moths and butterflies. Sinen^i< is 15^ inches in sizo ; bill and legs 
coral red ; hides dark chesnut ; orbits vermilion. The rich, beauti- 
ful plumago of this species is most striking, more so, when it is met 
with foraging among green leaves of the woods. In general ap- 
pearance it is a pretty, pale chrysophrase green, at times with a 
bluish tinge ; head has an ample crest, which is yellowish in colour ; 
it has a prominent black streak or line from lores to nape of tho 
neck, past the eyes ; wing coverts and quills are dark brick rod ; 
secondaries are tipped pale bluish-green and edged black ; dark red 
on the coverts and quills gives a striking “ flngure marked " 
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Appearance to the wings, caused by tips of the feathers, which appear 
to view, horizontally barred ; tail tipped with black and white, feathers 
of which are bright green. The Green Jay is easily tamed when 
caught young and brought up by the hand. I have seen it 
on more than one occasion, in Lepclia and Nepalese, solitary home- 
steads, on the hill sides about 3,000 feet elevation, where it had 
discarded the old, home-mado bamboo (Sage and hopped about the 
house, or perched on rafters of the hut, giving a knowing caw like 
sound, when the family meal was about to be prepared, and gave a 
rare old fashioned look when a bit of meat was being chopped up. 
I am not quite sure if it had taken to such luxuries, but I rather 
think it had, from past experience of different species of Cori'idie. 
This bird is said to live to a good old age if no accidents befall it. 


Si b-Family DENDROCTITINvE (Magpie) 

Also called, Tree-crows, owing to their arboreal habits. 
They have short and curved bills : nares covend with short feathers 
wings rounded ; tail long and graduated : tarsus short and strong. 
These birds spend most of their time in dense forests. 

Gkn'I's Desdroctita, bill is short, compressed and well curved, 
wings short and rounded, 5th and 6th quills the longest, secondaries 
slightly shorter than primaries ; tail longish and wedge shaped ; 
feet short ; hind toe and claw longish. 

(674) Dendkocitta KI FA, (Jotnnnm ln/liuii J/i/ypiV, never as- 
cends to any great altitude, in the district. It is rarely seen in 
Darjeeling. It frequents more wooded portions. This magpie 
usually prefers low elevations, where it may be seen in bigger num- 
bers. In the Terai it is fairly common. This bird goes by the name 
of llaudichacha in Bengal, partly owing to its propensity for sam- 
pling food meant for the household. Others again state that the 
name refers to its metallic call or ruminating with the bill, which 
sounds like the scouring or scraping of country made cookiug uten- 
sils. Both explanations have a substrata of truth. Second name 
applied to this magpie is Takka-ehor, a name gotten on account of 
the peculiar noise it sometimes makes, resembling counting of rupees. 
•Sounds not infrequently heard, issuing, from mysterious nooks 
and era.inios of a Bengal back yard. Which noise usually sends tho 
mister of tin house pjlting after his little store of silvor, which ho 
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thinks is being quietly made away with or milched. Mu fa is 16 
inches in length. In appearance it differs from the foregoing spe- 
cies ; colour, above, is sooty brown, on head, neck and breast, dark- 
est about the head and throat ; back and upper tail coverts are 
ferruginous ; light grey about the secondaries, part of the quills are 
black ; tail is ash in colour, tipped with black ; lower plumage of 
body is ferruginous ; bill black ; irides bright* red. 

(676) Dendrocitta Sinensis, Himalayan Magpie, ascends to an 
elevation of 6,000 feet. It is met with in the district by the side of 
forests, usually near jungle clearings for cultivation or near small 
villages and hamlets which are frequently seen, on our hill slopes. 
I saw this species occasionally near Gowala’s bathans, as the milk- 
men’s hill dairies are, called, such places seem favourite resorts for 
Himalayan Magpie. In size this Dendrocitta is 16 inchos ; colour, 
above, is the same earthy brown which was observed on rufa, being 
perhaps, of a more chesnut tinge ; top of the head, nape and hind 
neck are bluish ash in colour ; forehead and a patch over the eyes 
black ; upper coverts and lower back ash ; wings black with a con- 
spicuous white spot, found so frequently in most birds belonging to 
this species ; tail ash and part black ; lower plumage ash ; under 
tail coverts rich chesnut. 

(677) Dendrocitta frontalis, llhul-bromd Magpie, is also 
found near Dagceling, but it is much rarer than any of the foregoing 
species of this family. It is seldom met with, except at a high 
elevation. This bird is usually made out by its longer tail. The 
bird itself is shorter than Sinensis. Frontalis feeds much on insects 
caterpillars, etc. When fruit and berries are available it does not 
lose a chance of a change of diet. In size it is 15 inches long ; bill 
and feet black ; irides brown red. It is known in these parts as 
Kolio-ko, but more commonly as Koklio-kok, which namo is also 
applied to Sinensis and rufa. Hill folk say that these birds say kao- 
ho, as soon as they observe a stranger or \>ereh beside a lonely 
hamlet, a literal translation of this particular kao-ho, is “who the 
‘juice’ are you ’ ”? Colour of frontalis is chesnut on the back, 
scapulars, tail-coverts, flanks and underparts of the body ; deep 
black on the forehead, oar-coverts aud foreneck ; wings and tail 
black ; most of the wing-coverts are pure ashy grey ; remaining por- 
tions, neck, breast aud belly arc greyish white. 

Himalayan and Alpine choughs are seldom seen except on high 
elevations in Sikkim, beyond Jongri and nearor the snows. These 
birds are fairly plentiful in Thibet. 
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Family STURNID^E ( Starling j) 

These well known birds require, but little introduction. The 
bill is straight, has a slight curve, longish in size, compressed and a 
little notched in some spocies ; wings long and somewhat pointed ; 
tail shortish ; tarsus short. They are social and gregarious and 
usually feed on the ground, where they are at ease and hop about 
with much facility. 

They are divided into : — 

I. — Sitrninjs ... ... Starlings and Mynas. 

II. — La.mphotoknin,e ... Glossy Mynas or Grakles. 


Sir-Family STURNIN/E 

Bill moderately long, compressed, straight in some of the species, 
in others a bit curved from the base, which is well supplied with 
soft dense plumes ; generally 2nd primaries of the wings longest ; 
tail short, a little rounded at the tip ; tarsus strong and longish. 
This Sub-family comprises two groups of birds first Starlings, whose 
plumage is more uniform, black in ap\»earance, and second Mynas 
which arc more closely associated with Indian life, are pied in 
colour. 

Genvs SiTRNt's, bill longish, base a little depressed, culmen 
slightly arched ; tail short : tarsus longish ; hind toe long. 

(681) Stuhni s Vulgaris, Coo* num sfarlimj, is rarely met with 
in the district. Glossy Black Starling is fairly common in the north- 
west of India. 

(683) Stuk no pastor Contra, Pied SUrliwj, is found in the 
plains and terai ; but it seldom ascends beyond a few hundred feet 
in the district. 

Gbnus Acridothkres, bill is shorter, stout aud compressed ; 
nares protected by short plumes ; tail more rounded in appearance ; 
tarsus and feet strong ; toes longish, claws fairly curved ; head par- 
tially crested. Some of the species have a marked, yellow coloured 
space behind and below the eyes. 
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(684) Acridotheres tristis, Common Mym. This is the only 
species we need, give a closer examination to as most of the birds, 
belonging to this family (Mynas and Starlings) are not found in the 
district. Those which visit us occasionally, seldom come into Dar- 
jeeling, and are birds which prefer to locate themselves in the plains. 
Tri<1U on the other hand, 1ms made itself quite at home, here. It 
• is frequently met with in Darjeeling, feeding on the roads, and 
perching on roofs of houses. These birds seem to prefer town lifo, 
with its hurly burly to quieter surroundings. It may be, whilst on 
the roofs, a wide sweep of country they get from theso admirable 
perches, which Darjeeling offers suits their tastes better than, the 
more limited view offered from big leafy trees. However it is not 
only the outlook, which fascinates Mynas but owing to their omni- 
vorous appetites, chances of food are more secure. These birds, 
together with other species of Mynas, have the characteristics found 
in crows, with whom they associate freely, of congregating at fixed 
spots, a biggish tree usually ; as dusk of evening sets in and the sun 
is sinking in the west. This peculiarity is more noticeable in the 
plains, where different species of Mynas collect in much larger flocks. 
This meeting together is obviously for personal safety and perhaps 
for comparing notes of their day’s forage, of new fields discovered, 
and where dainty morsels of food are likely to be picked up, for so, 
one may judge from the continuous chatter these birds keep up 
during long summer evenings, and sometimes on wakeful moonlight 
nights ; or the small hours of the morning. At these socialistic 
meetings in the plains, doubtlessly, the common crow loses no oppor- 
tunity of {requiring information about fresh fields and pastures 
new ; but it can be safely taken for granted that it does not readily 
disclose its special reserves, from our experience of this gentleman. 
At times, like the crows, Mynas hold a drum head court-martial .and 
iidminister corporal punishment to offending members of the com- 
munity for transgressing Bird-laws. As tristi s is the commonest 
species of Mynas, here, it will n^t be difficult to recognise. In size 
it is 10 inches ; bill and orbits yellow ; colour, a!>ove, is dull quaker 
brown, which liinuasus named tristis or “sad colour," on the lnu;k 
and wing -coverts ; lighter in plumage beneath : primaries black, a 
conspicuous white wing si»ot ; tail black with the feathers tipped 
white ; glossy black on the head, nock and breast ; lower parts of 
abdomen and under tail-coverts " hite. 

Grakles or Hill-Mynas, are common caged birds, frequently 
met with outside Indian stores (shops) where it ran be observed 
at leisure. In their natural state they arc raroiy met with in tho 
district, as they, chiefly, frequent, forest and more wooded parts in 
Nopal Tcrai and Assam. 
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Family FRINGILLIM: 

Finches comprise, a large family which are, of the most part, 
birds migratory in their habits, excepting Weaver-birds, Sparrows 
and Munias ; prcferrirg usually a temperate climate. We have mai y 
species, which arc found in the district. Bill is short, thick ar.d 
conical in shape ; wings in most of the species are long and pointed : 
tail forked in most ; tarsus strong ; feet suitable for perching and 
progression on the land. Their flight is strorg ai d cratic. In 
habits, they arc social. In winter, chiefly, they congregate in big 
flocks. They are mostly bird of small size. 


This family is divided into 
I. — Plocein.k 
IT. — Kstr et.di n.i: . . . 
ITT. — Passerin.i: 

I V. — Ember i/.i n.e . . . 

V. — Frinoillix.-k ... 

VI. — Alai'iun.-e 


Weaver birds. 

Manias and Wax-bills. 
Sparrows. 

Buntings. 

Grosbeaks, Bull-Finelies, Rose- 
Finches, etc. 

Larks. 


1.— BLOCKING. 

These little finches arc well known in the plains for their ingeni- 
ously constructed 1 >ottle or retort shaped i.ests, which are seen in most 
places. They are social and gregarious. Their nests are usually 
found in colonies, of those weaver birds, hanging from Palm and 
Baliool treeif Bill is somewhat lengthened, 1st primary, of the 
<iuills, minute ; tail fairly short ; legs and toes very strong : lateral 
toes lengthened ; hind toe long, claw strong. 

(694) Pf.OOEl’s bay A, ('omnum Jf'eart’r-birt /, though it is not found 
in the district we cannot do better than turn our attention to this 
interesting little bird. Their ingeniously worked, retort shaped 
nests arc frequently, met with, hanging in tho terai from thorny trees 
or further afield in the plains, where Cocoanut am! Palmyra Palm 
trees alxmnd, nests aro fixed, suspended from the fronds. These 
clever little artizans, display great skill in nest building. I have, 
often, watched them with interest, on a spring morning, lalioriously 
at work, weaving their nests snug and secure. Few are the intru- 
ders, in the shape of reptiles, smaller mammals, * or big birds, who 
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can rob these little colonies of weavers. This little Finch is often 
taken in hand, not of course for its special benefit* and successfully 
trained to perform several remarkable feats. Such as loading and 
firing of a small toy cannon, on who'els with a perch, above the 
touch hole. The loud report, with which this cannon is discharged 
is startling, nevertheless, the little gunner “sticks” to its . perch with 
unruffled fortitude, though the discharge has made the gun, to re- 
bound at least a foot or two in its recoil. Baya, when it has recover- 
ed its balance, merely tips up its small bill and head, as much as to 
say “what do you think of that !’’ The whole performance is so 
striking that, you are loft pondering over vague psychological problems 
of instinct and intelligence. The next feat tin's sweet littlo bird 
performer treats one to, is : bits of papers arc handed to the group 
of people watching the unpretentious exhibition, who write on it, 
then indicate with a nod or sign, to one in the company, the letter 
is intended for. Baya takes the note between its bill and delivers 
it. This part of the performance appeared to be a bit beyond the 
comprehension of baya, for it invariably took the message to tho 
persons who apparently showed the greatest anxiety to get it ; us- 
ually one it was not intended for. However we were all fascinated 
with the small performer and longed to reward it personally ; but 
its requirements were small and humble a few bits of silver and 
copper which were collected went into the pockets of its master. 
In size this species is 6 inches ; bill black ; iridcs dusky brown ; 
plumage is dull brown, alrove, tail and wing feathers edged paler ; 
head bright yellow ; upper tail coverts rufous brown ; breast bright 
yellow ; under parts of body feathers whitish ; tail coverts arc 
white, buff on the flanks. 


II. — Sub-Family ESTRKLDIN^: 

Munias or Amadavads arc well known birds in India, they re- 
semble in many respects the last group. They are of small size : 
bill large and conical in appearance : wings short and rounded ; feet, 
large ; tail inclined to wedge shape. 

(697) Mcnia Malacca, Black-headed Mania , is rare. 

(702) Ml’NIA ACVTICAVDA, Himtlayan Mania , is frequently seen 
below 5,000 feet elevation, usually in biggish flocks, feeding on grass 
seeds and small graih called cungni. They keep up a cheerful chir- 
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ping whilst foraging. They build big globe shaped nests, compactly 
woven 1 of flowering grass stems and thin straws. The Munia is well 
known iu the plains, as a caged bird. It is slender in form and has 
dull sparrow-like plumage, though not so distinctly marked, as you 
must already know. 

(704) Estrelda am and av a, Red Wax-bill, or Red Munia as it 
is commonly called is a beautifully coloured bird. It is easily tamed 
and takes kindly to captivity. These qualifications together with its 
rich musical warble makes it a species in much demand in bird- 
markets in the plains, where they are frequently seen crowded to- 
gether in country-made bamboo and reed, cages. In these cramped 
surroundings they appear to be bright and cheerful. Flit actively 
al>out, displaying their gay colours, whilst most of the cock birds 
pour forth quite a canary-like warble, though perhaps, not quite the 
same compass in trills and warbles. Near this district, they are 
found in flocks in their native element in Su)>-Himalayan .tracts, 
Assam and tho Terai. 


Kpr-Famit.y PASSERINVE (fynrrwr*) 

These birds must l>o more familiar, than even Munias and 
Amandavas. Bill is stout and strong, a little buldged at the sides, 
tip moderately compressed, ridge broad and convex ; wings mode- 
rate in size, 1st, 2nd and 3rd primary quills equal in length ; tail 
moderate, slightly forked. 

(710) Passer Montanvs, Mountain Sparrmv, differs but little, 
in colour generally, from indiem for this reason it is often mistaken 
for the ubiquitous house-sparrow of the plains. In habits it differs 
not a little. This little mountain species is plentiful in Daijeeling, 
sometimes seefi in small flocks, occasionally in solitary pairs, which 
will be more noticeable when observed in certain localities, where 
movtanus has set up, more especially, its abode. When feeding or 
enjoying a dust. Iwith by side of the road they usually collect in bigger 
numliers ; they are social and gregarious. They do not build or 
roost in colonies to so great an extent as do Indian House-Sparrows. 
In Darjeeling I have frequently seen them building under caves and 
ridges of corrugated iron roofs, where they enter by an aperture, 
hardly big enough to admit the hand, should it he found desirous 
of examining more closely the construction of the home. Nest, it- 
self is fully two or three feet away from the opening. Monlamts is 
5 inches in size. Sexes are alike. Colour above, is rusty chestnut 
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on the back and wings, streaked with black : shoulders chestnut ; 
two wing bars, whitish in colour ; upper tail coverts and rump 
yellowish brown ; quills dusky ; head dull chcsnut ; black stripe 
below the eyes ; part of ear-coverts, chin and throat are black ; sides 
of the neck white, beneath is ash in colour, whiter about lower 
abdomen and under tail coverts ; dull yellowish brown tinged on the 
breast and thighs. 

(706) Passer indicts, Iruhan House-Sparrow , common to the 
plains, differs in habits and in colour (markings). At its best it is 
a saucy little bird, and appears to have tormented, not a little the 
lives of some sojourners in the oast. Nevertheless I have many 
pleasant recollections of this sparrow and its naughty ways. It is 
about 6 inches in length. Slightly bigger than won f an ti*. 


Sub-Family EMBERIZIN/E (Bunting*) 

Here you have birds of Passerine family or Order, which have 
the upper mandible, smaller, the lower mandible is broader. It has 
a typical palatal protuberance, found in many of the species, which 
makes buntings easily distinguishable from other birds belonging to 
Fringillidte and allied groups. These birds prefer a temperate 
climate, most of them are winter visitants here. Legs are moderate 
in size and claws slender. They are sombre in colour, many of the 
species display a little colour, yellow marks and stripes on the crown 
and sides of the head. Buntings are divided into three groups. 

I.— TRUE BUNTINGS. 

II. — YELLOW CORN-BUNTINGS. 

III. - CRESTED BUNTINGS, 


I.— TRUE BUNTINGS. 

Gents Embkriza, bill lengthened, mandibles unequal : wings 
longish, 2nd and 3rd quills are longest : tail moderate, outer feathers 
display a little white. 

(713) Emberiza cia, flhite-broued Bunting , is first on the list, 
which is found in the district ; but this bird is met with only on 
rare occasions chiefly on high altitudes. It is known as the Euro- 
pean Buntings. 
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(716) Emberi/A HORTUf.ANA, Ortolan Bunting, as it is called. 
This species is much sought after in its fattened condition for Epi- 
cures’ tables. They are seldom met- with except in the cold weather, 
and in company with other species of Fringillidce with whom they 
associate in big flocks. They visit Darjeeling on approach of winter 
and remain a week or two in the neighbourhood, before descending 
to warmer climes. It is about 6 inches in size ; Bill is reddish ; 
plumage, above, is reddish brown with streaks ; wings and tail dull 
brown ; it has a white i»atch on outer tail feathers ; the head, neck 
and breast aro grey with a greenish tinge ; a pale yellow streak on 
side of the head, also a central streak of the same colour on the 
throat ; beneath, plumage is ferruginous. 

1 1. — YELLOW CORN-BUNTINGS. 

Wings and tail are longish ; bill strong and less conic, both 
mandibles nearly equal in length, palatal knob less perceptable. The 
white patch usually found on the buntings is absent in two of the 
three species of Corn-buntings. These birds are gregarious and set- 
tle in large numbers on fields of ripening grain in winter. 

(72 1) Et’SI’lZA MELANOCEI'HALA, Black-headed Bunting, seldom 
remains more than two or three days with us in early spring, when 
they ascend to high altitudes to breed. 1 found a nest on one or 
two occasions, near the ground, on upper moorland like country, 
near oi»en scrub lands. This Bunting is 8 inches in size, colour, 
above, is rich chesnut on back and scapulars, a tinge of yellow on 
rump and upper tail coverts ; bright yellow edgings on the feathers : 
head black ; bright yellow on the chin, breast and lower part ; sides 
of the broast chesnut. Theso birds usually go for wheat and barley 
Helds in the district, Sikkim and Thibet. 


111. —CKKSTED BUNTINGS. 

These birds have black plumage and heads crested. 

Gem s MKLophus, bill is compressed, tip slightly notched ; wings 
short ; hind claw longish, head with a prominent frontal crest. 

(724) Melopiu'S MELANieTEKrs, ('rested Black Bunting, visits 
Darjeeling on its migratory journey to the plains in winter. Ifc is 
rare in this district, usually found solitary or in pairs and prefers 
moro sfconey country, brows of tho hills and short scrub jungle. It 
builds at a considerable elevation ; usually beyond Jongri. The 
Crested Bunting is 6j> inches in length, colour of the male is glossy,* 
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bluish black ; wings and tail dark cinnamon colour. Female is 
brown, abovo, a tinge of olivo about the odges of the feathers ; 
lower {tarts reddish white with darker streaks ; quills and tail {tale 
cinnamon ; crest shorter than the male. 


Sub-Family FRINGILLIN/E 

This is the V group of Finches. They differ considerably in 
structure ; size in some of the species, and in colour from the fore- 
going divisions. Bill is thick and conical, varied in form, short in 
size, puffed out margines in some ; whilst in other species they are 
slender and longish ; wings longish ; whereas we found, the first 
primary quill, minute in the former birds, these finches are without 
it. Fringillincc live chiefly on fruit and hard seeds which they crack 
with ease, between their strong bills and eat the kernel. Their 
feeding grounds can usually lie observed by leavings of the hard 
shells, and. husks lying on the land lielow. Most of these birds live 
in temperate climates, a few migrate in winter to the plains. Male 
differs considerably in colour from the female, which is not so 
brightly coloured. 

• FrinyiUinfc are divided into : — 

I.— GROSBEAKS. 

II.— BULLFINCHES. 

III. — CROSS-BILES. 

IV. ROSE- FINCH ES. 

V.— TRU E-FINC HES. 


I— GROSBEAKS. 

These giant finches frequent as a rule, more tom iterate climates. 
They are forest loving birds, occasionally leaving their natural sur- 
roundings for' more open country ami less wooded parts. Bill is 
very large, thick and conical ; wings long : tail fairly short ; legs 
stout ami protected by wales. 

We have two different ty|K*s which are found in (he district 

Genus IIespekipiiona, bill is thick, heavy and conical, clumsy in 
appearance ; tail longish. 
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(725) Hesperiphona ictekioiden, Black and Yellow Grosbeak. 
This handsome (in colour) bird is seldom found in Darjeeling. It is 
frequently seen in the cold weather tit a lower elevation. It comes 
into Darjeeling usually when wild cherries are ripe, for it appears to 
be particularly partial to this fruit. It eats first the juicy parts by 
paring it away, then it cracks the hard stone between its powerful 
mandibles to get at the kernel, which it eats with much relish. The 
cracking of these cherry stones draws attention to the leafless (as it 
apjiears in winter) tree. The next to attract, a bystander, is the 
biggish odd looking bird prettily marked, with a large conical bill. 
Ictcrioides is 9 inches in size ; bill yellow ; colour of the male Gros- 
beak is striking, rich patches and streaks of yellow against the black, 
gives it a well marked appearance ; head, neck, wings, lower flanks 
and tip of the tail are black ; the rest of the plumage is bright yel- 
low, a little paler on lower parts of the bird. The female is olive 
grey in colour ; back and rump dull yellowish brown : quills 
and tail black; under tail coverts and lower part of the body more 
fulvous yelknv in colour. 

(7*27) Mycekokas MklanoxANTHos, Bpof/ed-mnyed Grosbeak, 
is rare and difficult to find in Darjeeling or the district. It usually 
frequents pine forests and secluded corners of the Singalillas, on 
higher altitudes. 

Cl ENTs Pyrriuta, ( Bulk finches ), These birds ought to lie better 
known, owing to the familiarity, doubtlessly, with species common 
in Northern Europe and America. Bull-finches found in the district, 
usually frequent high altitudes. They resemble the latter birds in 
structure and habits ; but differ a good deal in colour. Pyrrhula 
have short, thick tumid bills ; wings rounded 2nd, .3rd ai d 4th pri- 
maries are longest ; feet with broad soles ; tail longish ; plumage 
soft ; tarsus short. Bull-finches are arboreal in habits ; associate in 
flocks ; feed much on the ground. 

(729) Pyrrjiula erythrocephala, lled-head Bull-jinch , is us- 
ually observed in small parties of sixes or sevens, at times of both 
sexes, at others, consisting chiefly of females, this is more in winter. 
They settle on the land to forage about. I noticed these birds on 
several occasions feeding on back yard slopes of the hill at Sukyapokri, 
and on the way up to Sandakphu. They are made out without? much 
difficulty on side of the road, after leaving Tongloo, when among 
thick forests and jungles. It often alights on the top of a twig near 
by, giving ample opportunity of making it out and of observing its 
characteristics or listening to its rich warble. It is 6 inches in size ; 
bill black ; irides light brown ; colour of tho male, above, the back 
and wing coverts are dull reddish ash ; head crimson, also, sides of* 
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the nock ami oar-coverts ; a black and white band on tho forehead 
and base of the bill ; lower back (rump) and upper tail-coverts pure 
white ; tail glossy black ; median or middle coverts, of the wings, 
black, greater coverts ash ; bright red on the breast, lower parts of 
tho body plumage slightly orange in tinge ; lower tail coverts white ; 
Hanks fawn coloured. 

(731) Pyrriu la Nipalexsis, Jiroini Bull-finch, is the next bird 
of this group you are likely to meet, other species are rare. It is 
usually found on high altitudes on the Singalillas, the water-shod 
lamndary of Nepal, where this species is more abundant. It comes 
to Darjeeling during winter, where it remains, the greater portion 
of the cold weather. It is, seen feeding in our gardens and IwirA hill 
sales. It is (>] inches in length ; irides brown. The glossy black 
wings and tail help to make it out, together with its conical greenish 
bill. Tail is longer and more forked than the former si»ocies : 
colour, al»ove. is ashy brown : upper tail coverts arc glossy black ; 
wings and tail are tipped white ; tertiary feathers have crimson 
edgings ; a i>ale broad bar on greater coverts ; under tail coverts 
and lower parts of the body are white. This interesting bull-finch 
has been found only in the district and adjoining states of Nopal 
and Sikkim. 

(733) I *V K RJ Jof'LW -TEN KP.U'LEITA, (roltlai-ht'udcil BUuk liult-finrh , 
is anothor species likely to be met with without much difficulty on 
higher altitudes, though it is much rarer than either >ry(hr<*'rphalu or 
yipal rHris. In spring, they are seen on the road to Nandakphu, on 
bushes and jungles. Dike their congeners they are found on sunny 
sides of the hills and seem to care, little, for the shade. In size it is 
6 1 inches. The head of the male is bright golden orange ; rest of 
the plumage is brownish black excepting a few axillary tufts of 
golden yellow, and a little white on the tertiaries. This bird is 
considered rare, and found only in this district. Female is not so 
well marked. It is reddish brown, above with grey on the neck 
and parts of the head greenish red on ear -coverts ; golden orange 
axillarics, dusky colored primaries and tail, white on tho tertiaries ; 
bill, legs and irides brown. 


III. — CROSS-BILLS. 

These birds are remarkable, chiefly for the jieculiar form or 
structure of bill ; one mandible over the other, in shape of a cross 
They are closely allied to Bull finches am! Roso-finches. 

Deni s Loxta, havwthe bill lengthened, strong and compressed, 
tip hooked ; ends of the mandibles crossed ; wings fairly long, 1st 
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and 2nd quills longest ; tail short and forked ; hind too long ; claws 
curved. These birds are arboreal *jn their habits, gregarious and 
frequent high altitudes. 

(734) Loxia Himalayan a, Himalayan Cross-bill, you are hardly 
likely to meet in or near Darjeoling, as these peculiar and brightly 
coloured little birds prefer high altitudes, where the pine tree flour- 
ishes, and near the snow line. I saw a number in the cold weather, 
settle close to the house, after a heavy fall of snow on Phalut ; but 
this is a rare occurrence. Himalayan Cross-bill is 5f inches ; colour, 
alx>ve, is ashy brown, on the head, neck, Itack, wings and tail, 
feathers are edged ml ; the lower parts are a pretty roseate red, 
also portions of the head and neck. In colour they seem allied to 
Kosefinches ; bill is lengthened ; tip of the mandibles cross one over 
the other which gives the bill a strong scissor like action, it cuts 
through with considerable ease and facility the more tender pino 
and jurijier twigs when these birds are feeding on the seeds, etc. 
They frequently indulge in fruit and 1 terries. 


Genus H.*:matospijca, is the second type of Grosbeaks, found in 
the district. We noticed in the former group Hesperiphma the 
large clumsy looking bill. The bill of this latter bird, though big is 
much smaller than Grosbeaks we have been considering. The bill 
is longer and not so bulged at the sides, upper mandible curved ; 
wings 2nd, 3rd .and 4th primaries longest ; tail even. These birds 
grade more easily into the bull-finches. 

(735) HvEMATOSIMZA nipahi, Smrkf Grosbeak, is the richest 
coloured species of this interesting family of finches. The Scarlet 
Grosbeak seldom visits Darjeeling. In winter it is found in the out- 
skirts of dense forests about 4,000 or 5,000 feet elevation. About 
.Tune it betakes itself for the congenial (at this season of the year) 
heights above Tougloo. At times you see a solitary pair feeding 
chiefly on fruit, like the Black and Yellow Grosbeak it is partial to 
ripe cherries. It clings to thick whip like steins to reach the ripe 
fruit. Little difficulty need l»e experienced in distinguishing this red 
coated soldier. The magnificent colour of the malo shows put dis- 
tinctly, whilst feeding or taking a constitutional among the branches 
Sipahi is 7 £ inches ; bill yellow : legs brown ; irides hazel. Male is 
a brilliant scarlet ; wings and tail dusky brown edged with scarlet ; 
lower tail coverts with dusky streaks. Female is more chestnut in 
colour, feathers bordered with greenish yellow, which gives the bird 
a less sombre appearance ; rump bright yellow ; beneath olive yel- 
low with roundish marks. 
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IV.— ROSE-FINCHES; 

These dark plumaged birds, are doubtlessly well known to all. 
They are more or less prettily marked with bright rose colours. Bill 
is bull-finch like, short and high, lip of upper mandible projecting ; 
wings shorter and rounded. 

(746) Procardvelis NIPALENSis, Dark Rote-finch , is another 
winter visitant in Darjeeling, at which season they are fairly com- 
mon, in the station where trees and shrubs abound. They frequent- 
ly come into gardens and house compounds. They are often obser- 
ved foraging about on roads and paths in front of the house. . At 
times these Rosefinches are fairly tame, and can be made out with- 
out, much difficulty. The bright roseate, tints and colours, draw 
one's attention even from a short distance. These birds are about 
the size of sparrows, in length 6*> inches ; bill is brown ; irides red 
brown. Male has bright rose tints and markings ; above, dark 
sooty sort of colour, also on neck and breast which are tinged with 
red ; much redder or rosier on the throat and streak over the oyes ; 
wings, (quills) and tail feathers are brown tinged and margined with 
red. Female is dull in colour, lacking the bright tints, it is a sort 
of olive brown and dull yellow ; beneath white. 

(743) Propassek pulciierrimuk, Beautiful Rote-finch. I am afraid 
there is bat a small chance of finding this unique little bird in Dar- 
jeeling. «At Tongloo and the road to Sandakphu or in North 
Sikkim on high altitudes it is occasionally met with. I'ulrherrimns 
outrivals in beauty most of the smaller birds and could be looked 
upon as the prettiest of the Frinmllinip, a family which have not a 
few richly coloured birds such as Cross-bills, Gobi and other finches 
and Scarlet Grosbeak. This beautiful finch will quite repay a closer 
examination of its varied markings. A few of the leading colours 
will suffice to enable one to make out this species. Cnder- 
partfc are silvery crimson, also sides of the head and throat ; 
.supercilium, which is found in most of the finches, is silvery crimson; 
top of the head silvery white, crown feathers edged with crimson ; 
rest of the plumage is rose coloured. This is but a poor description, 
but such as it is, it will aid to distinguish this Rose-finch. 

(750 ) Chrysomitris spinoioeh, Himalayan Biskin, this dainty 
little bird visits us in September, towards close of the rains. Big- 
gish flocks of Siskins seem to come in batches and spread themselves 
about Darjeeling. They seek in preference, better wooded parts ; 
among bamboo (melengo, as hill people call this species) clumps' 
Where these are not plentiful, tall Cryptomeria trees, which grow in 
clusters on the hill side are selected. Here those birds build their 
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nests, which arc most .artfully hidden away. At this season in 
particular, the male Siskin has a pretty canary-like warble, quite as 
musical, when this bird takes it into its head to favor us with a 
souk. Its warbles and trills make the canary in the cage prick up 
its ears, and wonder who could have sung so fine a tune and compass 
which it believes to be its own special domain in which it is, perhaps, 
primadonna. I trust you will pardon me for giving this special honor 
to a male bird' One invariably chuckles, under such circumstances, 
at success of the Sisk i it, when it has so closely rivaled a more famous 
voice in Nature’s great Orchestra. The .Siskin is inches in length. 
Colour of the male is yellow on the head and neck, whilst rest of the 
body, aliove, is olivcaceous brown ; wings blackish with yellow spots 
ahd .a bright yellow band ; beneath it is yellow slightly tinted olive 
onTho sides. The female js more dusky olive and less brightly 
coloured. 


Scii-Kamit.y ALADDIN.K . 

These familiar birds need no introduction, as they must already 
be well known to you. Bill, as compared with the former group, is 
long and slender : wings broad, tortiaries longish and pointed; claws 
curved : hind toe and claw long : plumage usually striped and brown 
is colour. They appears to be more at home, on the ground, than 
the pereh. They seem to be better known for the typical manner 
in which they rise straight up in the air, in a hovering sort of flight 
singing as they ascend. 

They are divided into — 

T. — Bush-Larks. 

IT. -True-Larks. > 

III.- - Desert- Larks. 


I. -BUSH-LARKS 

Have short bills ; wings more rounded ; tail short. They have 
a somewhat crouching appearance and when approached run quickly 
to cover, composed chiefly of short bushy jungle. None of this 
species are found in the district, 4 

IT. -TRUE-LARKS 

Are found in more open country, rocky, scrub jungle. Plumage 
of larks, is dull in colour. At times they aro made out with difficul- 

25 
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ty, as their {^articular livery, matches the ground they are on. Like 
sparrows they indulge in dust baths. Nostrils aro protected by 
short bristly feathers. 

Genus Ammomanks, has a short, thick, compressed bill, ridge 
arched, gonys ascending ; wings long 3rd and 4th quills longest, 1st 
minute, tertiaries moderate ; tail longish. They arc usually solitary 
in their habits ; remain much on land and frequent, when in the 
district uplands and hill tops. 

( 758 ) Ammomanks pii.eniouka, Jtufous-tailrd Finch-lark, is met 
with during winter months at Sonchal. 

Genus Ai.auda, bill is moderate in size, fairly straight, slender 
and conical ; head crested ; wings long ; tail short and forked : 
tarsus longish : feet large : hi ml claw very long. 

(766) Ai.auda Tninonii ynvii a, Himalayan sky-lurk, is found n< 
Phalut. It is 7 inches in size, al*ovo. plumage is deep brown, with 
rufous edged feathers, showing more distinctly on the upper neck : 
l*enoath, earthy white with brown streaks ; breast ehesnnt, with 
brown streaks : tail displays a fair quantity of white feathers. 
Hodgson called this bird, or a bird very like it Ihtlciras, found in 
Horsfield’s list ( 7 05). 

(767) Ala U DA Guloula, Tmlian sky-lark, is found throughout 
the plains, in most places, where fields : dry scrubby danga ’’ lands 
abound ; riee fields and pasture lands. It rises on the wing and 
sings as it rises, not unlike the lark of Britain. It is observed 
oftener, i*erhaps, in spring. Many of those who love the sky-lark’s 
song in the home-land, give it scarcely a second thought in the 
balmy east, whore it is frequently sold in game markets, as Ortolan 
together with the social lark (761). 


-: 0 :- 



INDEX. 

INS ESSO RES — coii id. 


Tri dk Dentiros ires. 

Genus Paradoxornis. 

P- (373) P. tlavirostris — Yellow-billed Finch-thrusli. 

JK (374) P. gularis — Hoary-headed ,, ,, 

IK (375) P. rufieeps — Red- ,, „ ,, 

Gents Heteroniorpha. 

1-K (375) II. unicolor— Brown ,, „ 

Genus Chleuasieus. 

IK (377) C. rutieeps — Ked-hea<le<l Tit- ,, 

Gents Suthora. 

D. (37*) S. ni pale n sis — Black-fronted „ „ 

D. (379) S. poliotis — Ash-cared „ ,, 

D. (3*0) f>. fulvifrous — Fulvous-f routed ,, ,, 

Gents C'onostonm. 

IK (3*1) C. leniodiuin — Red-billed Jay- ,, 

Gents Grammatoptila. 

IK (3*2) G. striata — -Striated ,, ,, 

Gents Thaninocata pirns. 

J K (3*3) T. picatus — White-winged Shrike- ,, 

Gents Gmnpsorhynehus. 

J J. (3*4) G. rufulus — White-headed „ „ 

Gents Pyctorhis. 

J*. (3*5) P. sinensis — Yellow-eyed Babbler. 

P. (3*6) P. longirostris — Larger Yellow-eyed „ 

Gents Triclinstoma. 

(3*7) T. Abbotti — Brown-backed Tit- „ 
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Genus Aleippe. 

r. (388) A. nipalonsis — Noi*al Quaker-thrush. 

I). (389) A. poiocophala — Noilgherry ,, ,, 

]). (390) A. atrieeps— Black-headed * Wren-1 wibbler. 

Genus Straehyris. 

IK (391) S. nigrieeps — Black-throated „ 

JK (392) S. pyrrhops — Kcd-hilled 

IK (393) S. ruticcps Hed-headod ,, 

IK (39 l) S. clirysK'fi- -Golden-headed 

Genus Mixornis. 

P. (395) M. ruhicapillus -Yellow-breasted Wren-babbler. 

Genus Tinialia. 

IK (39(5) T. pileala — Ked-eapped „ ,, 

Genus Dunictia. 

1). (397) 1). hypcrythra- Kufous-bellicd ,, ,, 

D. (39s) I), albogularis — White-throated ,, 

Genus Pcllorncutn. 

V. (399) P. ruticcps — Spotted ± „ 

GENirs |\>inatorhinus. 

1). (100) P. ruticolJis — Pufous-necked Scimitar-babbler. 

lJ. (401) P. forruginosus— Coral-billed ,, ,, 

I). ( 102) P. schisticeps— Slaty-headed ,, ,, 

F). (403) 1*. lcue<»gaster — Gould’s ,, ,, 

I). (40t) P. Horsfieldii — Southern ,, 

D. (405) P. erythrogenys- Rusty-cheeked ,, 

Genus Xiphoramphus. 

U. (40(>) X. Mupcrcilians — Slendcr-hilled. 

Genus Garrulax. 

* 

I). (107) G. leueolophus — White-crested Laughing-Thrush. 

1J. (408) G. cfcrulatus — Grey-sided „ „ * 

P. (109) G. Dolcsserti — Wynaad „ 

1). (410) G. ruficollis- -Rufous-necked „ ,, 

I). (41l) (4. albogularis - White-throat cd ,, „ 

D. (412) G. pcctoralis — Black-gorgotcd .. „ 

IX (413) G. moniliger — Neck-laced ,, „ 

D. (414) G. oeollatus- - White-spotted ,, „ 
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Genus Trochaloptoroii. 

]). (415) T. erytlirocephaluni — Red-headed Laugbiug-tbrtisfc. 

IK (4^) T. eh ry sopterum- - Yellow- winged „ „ 

]). (417) T. subunicolor — Plain-colored „ „ 

D. (418) T. variegatum— -Variegated „ „ 

J). (419) T. affine — Black-faced „ „ 

D. (420) T. sijuarnatum -Blue-winged ,, ,, 

IK (421) T. rufogulare — Rufous-ehinned ,, „ 

J). (422) T. phteniceum — Crimson- winged ,, „ 

P. ( 1 23) T. eaehiuuaus Ncilgharry ,, „ 

P. (121) T. Jerdoni Banasore ,, 

P. (425) T. lineatum — Streaked ,, ,, 

/'. (420) T. setafer — Bristly „ ,, 


Genus Aeti nod lira. 

JK (427) A. Kgcrtoni — Rufous Bar-wing. 

IK (42S) A. nipalensis — Hoary „ „ 

Genus Sibia. 

I>. (429) S. capistrata — Black-headed Sibia. 

IK (400) S. picaoides Long-tailed 

Genus ^Acanthoptila. 

I\ 4:U) A. Nipalensis — Spiny Babbler. 

* 

Genus Malaeoei reus. 

JK ( 152) M. tcrricolor - Bengal ,, 

]\ (455) M. grisous — White-headed 

JK (451) M. Malabaricus — Jungle ,, 


JK (435) M. Somervilloi — Rufous-tailed 

I). (436) M. M a led ini — Large Grey ,, 

Genus Layardia. 

JK (437) L. subrufa — Kufous ,, 

Genus Chaturrheea. 

P. (43S) C. eaudata — Striated Bush-babbler. 

P. (439) C. Karlei — „ Heed- „ 

Genus Megalurus. 

/>. (440) M. palustris — „ Marsh- „ 

Genus Cheetornis. 

(441) C. striatus — 


IK 


Grass- 
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Genus Sohwnicola. 

P. (442) S. platyura — Broad-tailed Keed-blrd. 

Gents Eurycercus. 

1\ (443) E. Burnesii - Long-tailed „ „ 


Family Brachyi*odida' (Short-Legged Thrushes). 

I. — Pycnonotin.k ... True Bullmls. 

II. — I*n yi.loKNITII in.k ... Green .. 


III.- Ihkmn.k 


Blue-birds. 


IV. — Ouioi.in.e 


Orioles. 


Svij-Family Fyenonotina*. 

Gents Hypsipetes. 

/>. (444) II. psaroides —Himalayan Black-bulbul. 

P. (445) H. Neilgherriensis — Neilgherry ,, „ 

D. ( 146) H. Ganeesa — Ghat ,, 

D. (447) H. McLellandi — Hufous-bellicd ,, 

Gents Hcmixos. 

/>. (448) H. flavala — -Brown-eared ,, 

Gents Alcurus. 

J), (449) A. striatus — Striated Green- „ 

Gents Criniger. 

J). (450) C. ieterieus — Yellow-browed ,, * 

D. (451) C. flaveolus — White-throated „ 

Gents Ixos. 

Jj. (452) I. luteolus — White-browed Bush- „ 

D. (453) I. xanthola'inus — Yellow-throated „ „ 

Gents Kelaartia. 

* 

JJ. (454) K. i*enieillata — Yellow-eared „ 
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D. 

Genus Rubigula. 

(455) B, gularis — Ruby-throated 

Bulbul. 

D. 

(456) B. flaviventris — Black-crested 

Yellow- „ 

D. 

Gents Brachypodius. 

( 457) B. poioeophalus — Grey-headed 

99 

IK 

Genus Otocompsa. 

(458) O. leueogenyR — White-cheeked 

Crested- „ 

1\ 

(459) O. loucotis — White-eared 

99 99 

P. 

(460) O. jocosa — Bed- Whiskered 

99 


(rKNUS Pycnonotus. 

J). (461) P. pygams — Common Bengal Bulbul. 

P. ( 162) P. htemorhou* — „ Madras „ 


Su iv Fa m i i A r Phyllornithi mr. 
Gents Phyllornis. 


IK 

(463) P. Jerdoni — Common 

Green-Bulbul, 

P. 

(464) P. Malabaricus — Malabar 

99 

99 

n. 

(465) P. aurifrons — Gold-fronted 

99 

99 

7). 

(466) P. Hardwiekii — Blue-winged 

99 

<9 


Gents lorn. 



p. 

(467) *1. ZeylomVa — Black-headed 

> > 

99 

p. 

(46S) .1. typhia — White-winged 

n 

>9 

Sr 

P.-Family Irenina*. 




Gent s Irena. 



D. 

(469) 1^ puella — Fairy Blue-bird. 
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Si:r.-FAMiLY Oriolina*. 

(rKNl's Oriolus. 

T. — Ciolthm Orioles. 

/). ( 470) O. kundoo — Indian Oriole. 

(471) O. indieus — Black -napod Indian „ 

/*. (472) O. inolanoeephahis— Bengal Black-headed ,, 

( 47**l) O. ceylonensis — Southern ,, ,, ,, 

/>. (4 74) O. Trailin' -Maroon 


Fa m i ta* Sv 1 \ iada*. 

[. — SAX ICOLIX-rK— -Stone-chats and Whoat-ears. 
H.— KrTICIM.IX/K Red starts and Hush-chats. 

III. - -(’Al iAMOH K R P I X / ft — ( » rass- warblers. 

IV. - 1 )U VMOICIX^K — Wron- 

V - PH VHLOSrOPIN.lv- 

VI. — SYLVII X / K - ( irey- 

VII. -MOTACILLIX.K Wagtails and Pipits. 


Si • p.-Fa m i r a* Saxicol i me. 

Gkni’k CopsychiiH. 

]). (475) 0. saularis — Majrpie-Rohin. 

(iBNPs Kittacinela. 

P, (470) K. uiacroura — Shama. 

Oenps Myiomela. m 

(477) M. leucnra -- White-tailed Blue-chat-, 


/>. 
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Genus Grandala. 

D. (47ft) G. crjelicolor — Long-winged Blue-chat. 

Grnus Thamnobia. 

9 

P. (479) T. fulicata — Indian Black Robin. 

P. (480) T. Canibaiensis — Brown-backed Indian „ 

Genus Pratincola. 

D. (4ftl) P. caprata — White-winged Black „ 

P. (482) P. atrata — Neilgherry „ 

P. (483) P. Indica — Indian Bush-chat. 

/>. (484) P. leucura — White-tailed „ „ 

P. (485) P. insignis — Large ,, ,, 

1). (486) P. ferrea — Dark Grey ,, ,, 

Genus Rhodophila. 

P. (487) R. niclanoleuca — Black and White „ „ 

Genus Saxieola. 

P. (488) S. leucuroides — Indian White tailod Stone-chat. 

P. (489) S. picata — Pied „ 

D. (490) S. leucomela— White-headed ,, 

P. I49l) >S. oenanthe — Wheat-ear. 

P. (492) S. deserti — Black-throated ,, 

Genus Ccrcomela. 

P, (498) C. melanura — Black-tailed Rock-chat. 

]\ (t9t) C. fusca — Brown ,, ,, 


Site-Family Ruticillinw. 

Genus Ruticilln. 

/). (495) It. phamicura — European Redstart. 

P. (496) R. phienicuroides — Allied „ 

J). (497) R. rufivcntris — Indian „ 

J). (498) R* Hodsonii — Hodgson’s „ 

/). (499) R. erythrogastra — White-winged „ 


26 
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P. (500) R. aurorea — Reeves’ Redstart. 

1). (501) R. schisticeps — Slaty-headed „ 

P. (502) R. nigrogularis — Black-throated ,, 

I \ (503) R. frontalis — Blue-fronted „ 

D. (504) R. cceruleocephala — Blue-headed „ 

D. (505) R. fuliginosa — Plumbeous Water-robin. 

Genus Chtemorrornis. 

D. (506) C. leueocephala — White-rapped Redstart. 

Genus Ijarvivorn. 

P. (507) L. cyann — Blue Wood-chat. 

Genus Ianthia. 

/). (508) I. eyanura — White-breasted Blue Wood-chat. 

/>. (509) I. hyperythra- Rusty-throated „ ,, ,, 

I\ (510) T. superciliaris — Rufou.s-lwillied Bush-chat 

Genus Tarsiger. 

D. (511) T. chrsyteus — Golden ,, „ 

Genus Calliope. 

7>. (512) C. Kamtschatkensis — Common Rubv-throat. 

D. (513) C. i>ectoralis— White-tailed 

( Jenus Cyaneeula. 

I>. (514) C. sueciea — Indian Blue- 


Su E-Family Calamoherpinn\ 


Genus Acrocephalus. 


D. 

(515) A. brunnescens — I^arge 

Reed-warbler. 

D. 

(516) A. dumctorum — Lesser 

ff 

f f 

P. 

(517) A. agricolus — Paddy 

Field- 

9 9 

P. 

(518) A. oli vaeeus — Thick -billed 

Rood- 

99 


Genus Dumeticola. 



P. 

(519) I). Affinis— Spotted 

99 

99 
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GENTS Locustolla. 

/*. (520) L. ccrthiola — Lesser Reed- Warbler. 

D. (521) L. ruboscons — Ruddy ,, „ 

Gents Tribura. 

I) . (522) T. luteoventris — Plain Brown „ „ 

Gents Horornis. 

J) . (523) li. fulviventris — Fulvous-bellied Ilill-Warbler. 

JK (524) II. flavivontris — Yollow-bollied „ ,, 

lK (525) II. fuliginivonter — Smoky ,, ,, 

IK (520) H. fortipes — Strong-footed „ „ 

Gents Horeites. 

D. (527) H. brunnifrons — Kufous-oapped „ ,, 

P. (52N) II. polliearis — Strong-clawed „ „ 

P. (529) H. major — Large ,, „ 


StjvFamily I >rynmieina*. 

Gents Orthotomus. 

1). (530) O. longicauda — Indian Tailor-bird. 

D. (531) O. eoronatus — Gold-headed Tailor-bird. 

Gents Prinia (10 tail feathers). 

/>. (532) P. flaviventris — Yellow-bellied Wren- Warble r. 

T>. (533) P. Adamsi--- White-bellied ,, ,, 

P. (534) P. social is — Dark ashy „ 

D. (535) P. Stewarti — Stewart’s „ „ 

P. (536) P. gracilis — (12 tail feathers) 

Franklin’s ,, ,, 

I) . (537) P. cinerco-eapilla — Hodgson’s „ „ 

P. (53s) P. Hodgsoni — Malabar ,, ,, 

Gents Gistieola. 

J) . (539) C. schamieola — Rufous Grass- Warbler.* 

/). (540) C. cry throeephnla— Red-headed ,, ,, 

D. (541) C. Tytleri — Cream-coloured „ „ 
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Genus Gmmiuicola. 

P. (542) G. Bongalensis — 1 ..urge Grass- Warbler. 

Genus I >ry m oi pu s. 

1). (543) IX i nor natus — Common Wren- „ 

D. (544; D. longicaudatus — Long-tailed „ „ 

P. (545) D. sylvalicus — Jungle „ „ 

D. (546) D. neglectus — Allied „ ,, 

Genus Suya. 

1). (547) S. eriniger — Brown Mountain ,, ,, 

D. (548) S. fuliginosa — Dusky Hill- „ 

D. (549) S. atrogularis — Black-throated ,, ,, 

Genus Burnesia. 

D. (550) B. lepida — Streaked . Wren- 

Genus Franklinia. 

P. (551) F. Buchan. ini — Kufous-fronled ,, 


S u l J-F AMI L Y P h y 1 Iosco i >i n tv. 


Genus Neuritis. 


D. 

(552; 

N . H a vol i vac ea — Abe r rai 1 1 

Tree-W 

arblcr 


Genus 

Phyllopneuste. 



P . 

(553) 

I*, rania — Sykes' 

9* 

99 


Genus 

Phylloscopus. 



Lk 

^554) 

P. tristis — Brown 

99 

99 

D. 

(555) 

P. fuscatus — Dusky 

n 

P 

It . 

(556) 

magnirostris — I.*irge billed 



D. 

(557) 

P. trochilus 

Willow- 

i * 

U. 

(558) 

P. lugubris— Dull-green 

Tree- 

n 

D. 

(559) 

P. nitidus — Bright-green 

59 

H 

1). 

(560) 

P. viridanus — Greenish 

) t 

99 

D. 

B>61) 

P. atfinis— Tickell’s 

9 1 

99 

It. 

(562) 

P. indicus — Olivaceous 

n 

99 
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Genus Reguloides. 

1). (563) R. occipitalis — larger Crowuod Warbler. 

D. (564) R. trochiloides — Median „ „ 

D. (565) R. proregulus— Crowned Tree- „ 

D. (566) R. chloronotus — Yellow-rumped „ „ 

D. (567) R. viridipennis — Green-winged „ 

D. (568) R. orochroa — Bar-winged ,, 

Genus Culieipeta. 

It. (569) C. Burkii — Black-browed ,, 

It. (570) C. cantator — Lesser ,, „ 

Genus Abrornis. 

1 ). (57 1) A. schisticeps — Black-cared „ 

1). (572) A. xanthoschistos — Grey-headed „ 

It. (573) A. albo-superciliaris — White-browed ,, 

D. (574) A. flaviventris — Yellow-bellied „ 

JJ. (575) A. poliogenys- Grey-cheeked „ 

1). (576) A. aftinis — Allied „ 

1). (577) A. albogularis — White-throated ,, 

It. (57 8) A. castaneoceps — Chcsnut-hcaded „ 

Genus Tickellia. 

V. (579) T. Hodgsoni — Broad-billed „ 

Genus Rogulvis. 

It. (580) R. Hinmlayensis — The Gold-crest 


Sup-Family Syhiina*. 

Genus Sylvia. 

Jt. (581) S. orphoa — i^arge Black-canned „ 

P. (582) S. afftnis — Allied Grey warbler. 

]). (583) S. eurruea — Lesser White-Throat. 
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Sub-Fam i ly Motneillinie. 

I. — Hill avaotails or Forktails. 

II. — W AO TAILS. 

IIT.- -Tit-larks (streaked plumage). 

Genus Enieurus (Hill Wagtails). 

1). (584) K. maculatus — Spotted Fork-tail. 

D. (585) E. inimaculatus— Black -backed „ „ 

I). (586) E. schistacous — Slaty-backed ,, ,, 

D. (587) 15. Scouleri — Short-tailed „ ,, 

D. (H631) K. guttata — Eastern Spotted „ „ 

D. (588> E. nigri irons — Black-fronted ,, ,, 

II. — Wan fail*. 

1 st. Wat er- Wagtails. 

(iKNUs Motacillina*. 

Jh (589) M. Maderaspatana— Pied Wagtail. 

IK (590) M. luzonionsis — White-faced ,, 

P. (591) M. dukhunosis — Black-faced ,, 


2nd. Wood Wagtails. 
Genus Calobatcs. 

IK (592) C. sulphurca — Grey and Yellow 


3rd. Field Wagtails. 
Genus Budytes. 

/>. (593) B. viridis — Indian Fiold- 

P. (59 1) B. citreola — Yellow-headed 

m 

4th. Garden Wagtails. 
Genus Nemoricola. 


1* 


r. 


(595)* N. indica — Black-breasted 



( xxxiv ) 
1st. Tree Pipits. 


Genus Pipaetes. 


D. 

(596) P. agilis — Indian 

Tree Pipit. 

IK 

(597) P. arboreus — European 

99 99 

D. 

(598) P. montanus — Hill 

99 99 


2nd. Tit-Larks. 



Genus Corydalla. 


n. 

„ (599) C. Riehardi — I^arpre 

Marsh-Pipit. 

/>. 

(600) C. rufula — Indian 

Titlark. 

IK 

(601 ) C. striolata — Large 

99 


3rd. Stone-Pipit or Lark Pipits. 

Genus A prodrome. 

P. ^602) A. campestris Stone-Pipit. 

P. (603) A. cinnaniomea — Rufous Rock- „ 

P. (604) A. sordida — Brown ,, „ 

4th. True Pipits. 

Genus Ant.hus. 

D. (605) A. eervinus — Vinous-tliroated Pipit, 

Genus Heterura. 

r. (606) II. sylvana — Upland Pipit. 


Family Ampolidie. 

Sub-Family Loiotriehin**. 

I. Blue Thrush-Tit*. * 

* 

Genus Cochoa. 

D. (607) C. purpurea — Purple Thrush-tit, 

D, (608) O. viridis — Greon • „ 
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II. Lciofnchefe ( Hill-tits). 


Genus Pteruthius. . ' , 

D. (609) P. erythropterus-— Red-winged Shrike-Tit. 

D. (610) P. rufiventer— ' Bufous-bclliod „ ,, 

Genus Allotrius. 

D. (611) A. cenoharlms — Chesnut- throated „ ,, 

Genus Cutia. 

/). (612) C. nipalcnsis — Yellow -hacked * „ „ 

Genus Leioptila. 

IK (613) L. anncctans — Slender-billed „ „ 

% 

Genus Leiothrix. 

I). (614) L. Intern— Red-hilled Ilill-Tit. 

D. (615) I,. argent an ris — Silver-eared „ „ 

Genus Siva. 

D. (616) S. strigula — Stripe-throated ,, ,, 

]>. (617) S. cyanouroptera — Blue-winged ,, ,, 

Genus Minla. 

D. (6 IN) M. ignotincta — Bed-tailed „ „ 

D. (619) M. castanieops — Chesnut-hcadcd „ ,, 

]). (620) M. cinerea — Dusky-green ,, ,, 

Genus Proparus. 

H. (621) P. ehrysoeus — Gold-hreasted Tit-Babbler. 

I) . (622) P. vinipectus — Plain Brown Hill-tit. 

III. Ixulete. 

Genus Ixnlus. « 

D. (623) I. Havicollis — Ycllow-naped Flower-pecker. 

D. (624) I. occipitalis — Chosimt-hoadod „ ,, 

J) . (625) I. striatus — striated ,, 
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GIcnus Yuhfna.- 

IK- (626) Y. gularis — Stripe-throated Flower-pecker. 

• P- . (627) Y. occipitalis — Slaty-hearled Hill-tit. 

JK (62*) Y. nbrrimentum — Black -chinned Flower-peoker. 

Genus Myzornis. 

IK (629) M. pyrrhonra — Fire-tailed „ ,, 

Genus Kr porn is. 

IK • * (630) K. xantholcuca — White-bellied ,, ,, 

( Jenus Zosterops. 

IK (631) Z. palpebrosus — White-eyed Tit 

Genus Sylvipnrus. 

IK (632) S. modestus — Yellow-browed Flower-pecker. 

Genus f'o.plmlopyrus. 

/>. (633; flnimnieeps — Flame-fronted. 


Sun-F.VMiEV Pari na». 

Genus /Kftithaliscus. 


IK 

(634) 

yJC. orythrocoplmlus — Kccl-hcarfpil 


I). 

(635) 

yte. iousohistos - Kufous-frontcrl 


IK 

(636; 

yK. nivoo^rulnris — W hi to-throated 



Genus 

Lophophanes. 


IK 

(637) 

L. < I ieli rous — Brow n-orcstoc l 


IK 

(638) 

1 4. mclanoloplios ( Ycst-e< 1 

Black- 

IK 

(639) 

L. rubicHvcnlris- - Kufous-bollioil 

crested - 

Si min 

(640) 

L. rufovmchnlis Simla 

Black 

D. 

(641) 

I i. Boax aiii — Sikkim 

M 


Tit. 




27 


99 
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(iliNl's Parus. 


It. 

(642) 

*. omiodius— 

-Himalayan 

Cole 

-'Pit 

It. 

(643) 

\ Atkinsoni 

Sikhim 

) * 


It. 

'611) 

*. monticolus ( livni l»n<*k<'<i 


* * 

It. 

(645) 

*. cinereus- 

Indian 

Gre\ - 


p. 

(616) 

*. Xucbalis 

White winged 

Black - 

\ « 


Gems 

Machlolophus. 




I). 

(617) 

M. xanthogonys Yellow cheeked 


)' 

I). 

(6 IN) 

M. Jcrdoni- 

Southern 

Yellow 

X 

It. 

(61 ft) 

M. spilinotus 

- Black-spotted 

- 

* « 


Gems 

Melanoclilora. 




IK 

(650) 

M. Sultanca- 

Sultan 

M 

\ s 


Srn-FAMILY Aeeentoriiue. 

Oeni s Accentor. 

D. (651) A. inmiacnlatuR — Maronnc-haeked Accentor. 

It. (652) A. nipalensis — Barge Himalayan „ 

I). (65:1) A. altaicus — Himalayan ,, 

]). (654) A. strophiatus — Rufous- breasted 

P. (655) A. Hnttoni — Black throat ed „ 

P. (656) A. rnlteculoides — Boltin 

/>. (H71ft) A. .Terdoni -Jordon's 


7’/ U» f 'hliiiOif l r>. 

Family Corvida*. 

SovFamilv Corvime. 

Gem s Corn in. 


Tibrt (657) C. corax- Kuropcan Raven. 

„ (65K) jC. tiltctanus — Tibet ,, 

P. (65ft) C. eorone — Kuropcan Carrion Crow. 

It. (660) C. culminatus^-- Indian Corby. 

P. (661) C. intermedins- Black Hill crow. 

P. (662) C. teimirostris- Slender-billed Crow. 


It. (665) C. splendors- Common Indian 

P. (661) C. frugilesns- The Book. 
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GENUS Coheus. 

/’ (665) C. moncdtda — Common .Jackdaw. 

Genus Nucifra^a. 

IK (666) X. hemispilu Himalayan Nut -Cracker. 

/' ((507) X. multimaculata — Larjie spotted X ill Cracker. 

GENUS Pica. 

(66s) l’. bottanensis JlimaJayan Magpie. 


Sujj-Family Garrulimo. 

Genus Garrulus. 

V. (669) G. bispeeularis — Mimilayan Jay. 

A (670) G. laneeolatus — Black-throated Jay. 

Gkni s I- rocissa. 

JK (671) C. sinensis — Ked-1 tilled Blue-Magpie. 

D. (672) U. tlavirostris — Yellow-billed Blue-Magpie. 

Gen is Cissa. 

IK (673) C. Sinensis- Green Jay. 


Srn Family l>ondrocittinie. 


Genus Dendrocitta. 


r. 

(67 t) I>. rufa Common Indian, 

Magpie.. 

r. 

(675) J). pallida - -l’ale 


IK 

(676) 1). sinensis Himalayan 

n 

i). 

(677) D. frontalis Black browed 


r. 

(67S) 1). leucogaslra Cong-tailed 

' i 
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Nib-Family Fregilimv. 

Genus Fregilus. 

I). (679) F. ILimalayauus Himalayan Gliougli. 

(Jem s l'yrrluK-orax. 

lK (680) P. Alpitms Alpine ,, 


Family Nturnida*. 

* 

Ni b-Family Stuinina\ 

Genus Sturnus. 

r. (681) S. vulgaiis--( *0111111011 Starling. 

IK (682) N. unicolor— Glossy Black Starling. 

Genus Kturnopastor. 

IK (683) N. contra — Pied Starling. 

Genus Acridothercs. 

IK (684) A. tristis — Conmion Myna. 

IK (685) A. ginginianus —Hank „ 

IK (686) A. fuscus. 

Genus Temcnuchns. 

IK (687) T. pagodaruui- Black- headed Myna. 

IK (688) T. mulal>aricus — -.( Irey ,, ,, 

IK (689) T. Blythii White 

Genus Pastor. 

IK (690) P. rose 11 is Kose-colored Starling. 
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Hub-Family I>nmprotornina) ( Grakles, Hill Myiui#). 
Grnus Saraglossa. 

(691) S. spiloptera — Spotted-winged Stare. 
Gem s Kulabes. 

/'. (692) E. religiosa - Southern Hill-Myna. 

Tmi i (695) K. intermedia- Nepal „ ,, 


Family FringUluhe. 

Sr n- Family Ploceime. 



Genus 

Ploeeus. 



(694) 

1’. baya Common 

Worn er- Bird 


(695) 

P. manyar Striated 

>9 99 * 


(696) 

P. Bengalensis — Black-throated 

99 99 


Si - ii-Family Estreldimv. 


Genus Mania. 


r. 

(697) M. malacca - Black -headed 

M unin 

r. 

(69N) M. rubronigra — Chesnut-bellied 

9 ! 

T. 

(699) M. undulata — Spotted 

9 ? 

1'. 

(700) M. j>ectoralis- Bufous-bellied 

99 

IK 

(701) M. striata -White-l>acked 

99 

IK 

',702) M. acuticauda— -Himalayan 

99 

IK 

(70.4) M. Malakiriea — Plain Brown 

99 


Genus Estreldn. 


r. 

(704) E. amandava -Bed Wax-bill. 


r. 

(705) E. formosa- -Green ,, „ 



Su u-Family Passerime. 



Genus Passer. 

(706) P. indicus — Indian House 

Sorrow 

r. 

(707) P. salicicolus —Willow 

99 

r. 

(70N) P. cinnamomeus — Cinnamon-headed 

• t 

r. 

(709) P. pyrrhonotus — Kufous-l*acked 

99 

jk 

(710) P. montnnus- Mountain 

99 

r. 

(711) 1*. Havicollis- Yellow-necked 

>9 
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Sub-Family Emborizimo. 

I. True Jhmtiwj*. 

Gem's Emberiza. 

* 

/\ (712) K. i»ithyoniis — -White-crowned hunting 

1>. (713) E. eia —-W hi te- browed 

(714) K. Strachcyi — Whito-noeked 
/>. (715) E. hortulaiui Ortolan 

(71 45) E. Huttoni — Grey-nccked 
/'. (717) E. siKxlocophala — Black-faced 

V. (71S) E. Stewart i - Whilc-eai»i»ed 

/'. (719) E. fuscata — Grey-headed 

T. (720) E. i>u.silla — Dwarf 

II. Yt Uotr < 'ont-lm 

OEM's Euspiza. 

It. (721) E. mclauoccphala - -Black-headed 

/*. (722) E. lutcola Red- 

T. ( 7 2-5) E. aureola — Brown- 

Ill. r,r, />■(/ bn u! ivy. 

OEM's Melophus. 

1). (724) M. melanicterus — Creole* 1 Black 


Si ■ i;-Eam i ly FrinjdHiiitt*. 


1 . ( 1 rurbiuh*. 

OENl's Ilc.siHjnphona. 

I). (725) II. icterioides-- Black and Yellow Grosbeak. 

T. (726) U. affinis — Allied 

Genus Myeerobas. 

I). (727) M. molnnoxanthos — S|K>tted-wiiidcd ,, 

T. (72S) M. carnipes — While-winded „ 
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CSbnus Pyrrhnla. 

JK (729) P. crythrocephala — Red-hcadecl Bull-finch. 

JK (7.30) P. erythaca — Red -breasted ,, 

. JK (731) P. nipalensis— Brown „ 

JK (732) l*. aurnntiaea-— Orange „ 

Gknis Pyrrhoplcetcs. 

JK (733) L\ epaulet, ta — Golden-headed Black Bull-finch. 

I IT. Cross- bills. 

Gkni s Loxia. 

JK (734) L. llimalayana — Himalayan Cross-bill. 

Gust's Haunatospiza. 

IK <735) IT. si pah i — Scarlet Grosbeak. 

Gknts Propyrrhula. 

J>. (730) P. subhcmacliala — Bed-headed Bosc-finch. 

IV. J iosrfinrhrs. 

Gknts Carpodacus. 

J > (737) C. rubicilla — Caucasian 

/ J (73S) C. erythrinus — Common 

Gkni s Propasser. 

W.H. (739) P. rodopeplus — Spotted- winged 
W.H. (7 40) P. thura — White-browed 
/>. (741) P. rhodoehlamys — Red-mantled 

/>. (742) P. rhodochrotts Pink-browed 

/>. (743) P. puleherrimus — Beautiful 

J ). (744) P. frontalis — Sikkim 

JK (745) P. Murrayi — Murray’s 

Gkn i*s Procnrduelis. 

Jt. (740) P. Nipalensis ---Dark 

Gkni s Pyrrhospizn. 

W.Il. (747) P. punicoa— Large Bed-breasted 


Rose-finch. 

P M 


H 

P P 

P P 

P M 

P P 

T P 


» * >1 


P 
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V. True Finches. 


IK 

(Jrni's Oallaoanthis. 

(74S) C. Burtoni — Kod-l*rowed 

Finch. 

]). 

(4eni's Onrduelis. 

(749) C. canioeps — Himalayan 

Gold-Finch. 

IK 

Ueni's C’hrysomitris. 

(750) C. spinoidcs-- Himalayan 

Siskin. 

JK 

Hem’s Mctoponia. 

(751) M. pusilla-- Gold-headed 

Finch. 

D. 

(tents Frinpilla. 

• 

(752) F. montifringilla — Mountain 

* % 

IK 

(tKNI’s Frinfrillaudn. 

(75:1) F. nemorioola — Himalayan 

Lark- ,, 

Sr ii 

i-FAMHiV* Alnudimo. 


JK 

T. I lush -Lurk*. 

(rFNi's Mira fra. 

(754) M. iissamii-a Bon^n) 

Hwslvl j\vk. 

JK 

(755) M. affiniM- Madras 

n m 

1\ 

(756) M. crythroptera — Red-winirod 

M fl 

r 

(757) M. cantillans — Singing 

ff f* 

IK 

fl. True Turks. 

Uhni's Ammonatios. 

(75t<) A. phmnicura — Itnfous- tailed 

Finch-larlc. 

JK 

(759) A. lusitauica- Palo rufous 


JK 

Genus Pyrrhnlaudin. 

(760) p, *rrisoa -• Black-1 >el lied 

4* H 
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Gents Calandrolla. 

P. (761) C. braohydaetyle — Short-tood or Social I *ark. 

(Jen us Alaudala. 

P. (762) A. raytal — Indian Sand- „ 

Gents Otoeoris. 

/'. (763) O. penicillata Horned- ,, 

P. (764) O. longirostris -Long-billed ,, ,, 

Gents Spizalanda. 

P. (766) S. dova — Small crested ,, ,, 

Gents Alauda. 

IK (766) A. friborhynehn — Himalayan Sky- ,, 

/’. (767) A. gulgula — Indian ,, 

P. (768) A. Malabarica — Crested Malabar 

Gents Galerida. 

/'. (760) G. cri stain — Large crested „ 

III. Defer! Lurks. • 

Gents Cerlhilamla. 

P. (770) desert orum Gesert. ,, 








Fig. in. 


1. 

ConirostraJ. 

Conus = cone, 
rostrum = beak. 

2. 

Dentirostral. 

Den(t)s = tooth, 
rostrum = beak. . 

S. 

Fissirostral. 

Fissus — cleft, 
rostrum = beak. 

4. 

Tenuirostral. 

Tenuis = thin, 
rostrum = beak. 

5. 

Longirostral. 

Longus = long, 
rostrum = beak. 

6. 

Pressirostral. 

Pressus p.p. premere-press, compressed, 
rostrum = beak. 

7. 

Cultirostral. 

Cultrirostris, Cultur a knife 
rostrum = beak. 

S. 

Lemellirostral. 

Lamella = a thin plate, 
rostrum = beak. 


a = Conirostral bill of Hawfinch. 

I = Dentirostral bill of Shrike. The notch, nick or tooth of the 
bill of the Dentirostres is not to be confoundod with the 
tooth of the bill of certain birds of prey, as the falcons, nor 
with the series of teeth of the lamellirostral birds — 
ducks, etc. 

c = Fissirostral bill of Goatsucker. 

d — Tenuirostral „ Honey-sucker. 

/= Pressirostral ,, Lapwing. 

g = Cultrirostral „ Heron. 

h = Lemellirostral „ Duck. In Cuvier’s classification, the 4th 
family of his 6th order of birds (Palmipedes). 

They contain those which have the bill lamellosodeutate and 
covered with soft skin with nail at end, as ducks, geese, swans, 
flamingos. 




( 3 )— ORDER GEMlfORES (Pigeons). 


In introducing thin hyuily fur your 'earnest and thoughtful con- 
sideration wo need liot trouble over controversial grounds, which 
have presented hinny difficult ies to Ornithologists, to ascertain the 
proper place, of these hinlh in the divisions or orders into whfeh 
Nature Ins more or less distinctly divided up the different classes 
of birds. We are amistomcd, generally, to tind them anions 
CctUiiM ex- (Oame-birds). Somewhat artificial groupings present 
many ditficulties. We will content ourselves, for two or three excel* 
lent reasons for accepting the position of ( innihrt .* : Pigeons and 
I hoes, at the end of fitr>s,«>rr\ a sort of Sub-order of its own. If 
you look at, const ruction of the feet, you will notice that all the toes, 
are, on the same plane, that is to say they are decidedly perching 
birds, in (he same sense as I have avoided throughout 

I his work anatomic construction of birds, as the chief object of our 
enquiry is to enable us to get on more familiar terms with birds in 
their natural surroundings. The next draw hack, in placing these 
birds among ( ittlliwtO'ir is the fact that their young ones enter this 
world in a callow state, which disqualifies them not a lifctlo from true 
(fame-birds. The last point I should ask you to observe is construc- 
tion of bill, which we, shall consider when dealing with the various 
genera. Nevertheless, our chief desire being to make the acquain- 
tance of birds in their wild state, any aid we can glean from Ornitho- 
logy cannot lightly be dispensed with, Hr mi lores, or Colmnluc, as 
some call this group, is an order well marked out hy nature, and 
known to all, that a descriptive note is unnecessary to enable one, 
to seimrate pigeons and doves from the rest of Tuses-'ores Their 
typical forms and quiet habits generally, are jnipularly known. Their 
short, straight compressed hills are, usually, arched at the apex, in a 
way peculiar to this group. Though we find ourselves on the con- 
linos of the largest and most interesting Natural Order of birds — the ' 
Tnscssorcs, nevertheless, here, wo are treading on the heels of llame*. 

In many respects these birds remind us of game-birds, which show 
our near approach to this group. You will probably have noticed . 
tho soft fleshy membrane on the sides, near the nostrils. Pace is 
well plumed ; wings, in most of the genera are long and pointed : 
tail consisting of 12 or 1 f feathers, 1(> in a few ; tarsi short and 
strong, covered with small roundish soutolla ; legs feathered to the 
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knee ; toes fairly long. Their vaulted beaks, nasal fossa), erop, and 
a few other details in structure, resemble Iiasorcs. 


ORDER GEM1TOREN (Pigeons and Doves). 
Family TRERONID^F 
are divided ink) : — 


I. — Tkekonin.k ... Green Pigeons. 

II. Cakpophagin.k .. ImiK*rial Pigeons. 

* 

1II.--Ptelopop!N.K ... Green Doves. 


Sr is-Fa m i ly THE RON I N /E. 

Arc called Fruit eating pigeons, owing to their partiality for fruit 
and berries, more so than the remaining groups such as wood pigeons 
etc. : — They have wings broader and stronger, their flight is rapid 
and easy ; tail broad, having 1 1 feathers in most of the species. 

Gkkkn Pigeons, when compared with other birds of this group, 
are stout and heavy in build. Their plumage is greenish, with yel- 
low tints and patches here and there. Their eyes are. pretty, a circle 
of blue within a red circle. These birds remain much in pairs ; they 
are social and gregarious. Their feet and legs are strong, giving 
them much freedom whilst feeding on berries. When at rest they 
arc quiet and sit close, consequently they are easily over looked. 

Genus Spiikxockkci s, hill fairly slender, a little lengthened, 
towards the base, soft and tumid, a narrow nude space round the 
eyes ; tail wedge-shaped with central feathers narrow and elongated ; 
toes narrow. 

(77 x) SpHENOCKKCUK SPHENURUS, Kulchi fri'ic.n Pi (jam, is well 
known in Darjeeling. They come here in numbers during the rains, 
usually making their appearance in August, when the 'place, is dull, 
misty and wet, hut they are not so ofkm observed as their human- 
like voice, song is heard, a soft musical, sort of cooing of several 
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notes, proceeding from the . taller trees about the station. I have, 
often been asked the name of the . thrush which sings in a certain 
manner (imitating the sound). This question puzzled me, till my 
attention was drawn to Kokla. For those who want a good descrip- 
tion of this species I shall quote the following, from Blyth. “ The 
notes bear some resemblance to the human voice in singing, and are 
highly musical in tone, being considerably .prolonged and modulated 
but always terminating abruptly and every time the stave is repeat- 
ed, exactly as before.” These birds keep high up among the trees 
and feed much on berries and fruit. In size Sphennrus is 13 inches ; 
bill bluish ; irides blue and rod ; legs red ; colour of the male is 
green, with a reddish tinge on the head and breast ; shoulders of 
the wings and back are maroon ; quills black, tail above, green ; 
breast orange buff and lower j«irts cinnamon. There are but few birds 
which can beat Kokla for devotion to its mate. I remember pur- 
chasing, a couple of newly caught birds, mother and young one, as I 
was placing them in my big cage, I was surprised to hear a male 
Kokla on a tree over head calling in a mournful manner. The 
woodman, who brought the birds, said that, that was the pair, which 
had remained on the tree above, his hut for nearly threo days, and 
had followed him, as he carried the captives, quite five miles. It 
took up its abode in the trees above the house. Every now and 
then, as it caught sight of its imprisoned companions it uttered a 
cooing like song, more like a wail, which differed from the human- 
like song, one is accustomed to hear at this season of the year. 1 
had eventually to liberate Mrs. Kokla and her son for various 
reasons. 

PiN-T.UT.Ki) species is often met with on trees growing on l»anks 
of the Runjeet River, also Sylratim, Green Imperial Pigeon ; In<ignu, 
Bronze-backed Imperial atxmt elevation of Kurscong. 


Family COLUMBID/E. 

These birds differ from the former, chiefly in habits, they frequent 
tho ground more, in preference to perching on trees. Bill horny at 
the a|>ox ;, tail usually of 12 feathers ; gape not wide ; tarsus longish : 
feet more suitable for the land. They feed much on seeds and buds. 
In colour sombre, neck beautifully marked with glistening display 
of colours. 
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They arc divided into : — 

PaTAMIUN.K 

CoiA’MIilN/R 

Macropyoin^k 

Tl’RTI'RIN.K 


Wood-pigeons. 
Rock-pigeons. 
Long-tailed Doves. 
True Doves. 


Srn-F.\Mir.Y PALI T MBIX/E ( troin/piomns or Cushats) 

Feet suitable both for perching and feeding on the ground. 
These birds frequent well wooded parts of the district. 

(782) Ar.sorovrs im nickns, Purph ir»t d-pi<jrov. 

(783) Ai.kocomik Hodcsonii, S 'prrlh'it Jr<,<ul/ii</r<i)i. The former, 
is found more prevalent at Nukynpokri, the latter species in Sikkim 
about 10,000 feet elevation, also near Torglco, and in the pine 
forests at Kandakphu, where they are extremely shy and soon take 
to flight- tvhen obsor\ed. Bill of these birds is small and compress- 
ed ; wings long : tail fairly even : lateral toes uneven : claws strong- 
er and more curved than the next group -the Cushats. 

The Purple Wood-pigeon, is more likely to be observed in Dar- 
jeeling than the speckled species. Colour generally, is a sort of 
glossed greenish purple, feathers more distinctly margined with pur 
pie ; dull reddish on neck and sides of the breast : sides of 1 1n* 
neck bright and glossy, with \aryuig tints in which Amethest purple 
prevails, sides of breast the same; : head greyish white ; wings and 
tail dark ; primaries grey : underparts of the body feathers much 
paler ; bill tipped yellow ; irides orange red, enclosing amber colour- 
ed inner circle. Size of pitnitrns is 16 inches : wing expanse 2 1 
inches. These birds descend to the plains in the cold weather, 
where they are frequently seen iri more wooded parts. 

Gknus Paia’M P. l'K, differs from ^thrown* a good deal. They 
are hotter known as Cushats, generally biggish sized birds ; tarsus 
is slightly longer and tail shorter : neck adornments light in colour. 

(784) Paia vrck fAslOTls, 1 1 hiuiluyn n f'lu-haf, is usually made 
out by its bigger size, being about 17 inches in length, extent of 
wings quite 30 inches. These birds arc rare in Darjeeling. They 
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are more frequently observed at 12,000 feet elevation and over, in 
north Sikkim, on higher ranges, also beyond .Tongri and near the 
snows, where they are found when building their nests in spring in 
pine forests. » Himalayan Cushats are gregarious, more so, in the 
brooding season, when they collect in fairly big numbers. They 
build on, inaccessible places usually. Eggs as might be expected 
are white. Though the shell is fine, the surface is pitted over with 
minute pores similar to game-birds’ eggs. The nest is loosely put 
together consisting of sticks and twigs, usually on a fir branch, when 
found at that elevation. Colour of this Cushat is brownish grey ; 
sides of the neck and shoulders glossed with green and purple ; on 
side of the neck is a large, typical patch of light chesnut colour ; on 
the wings it has a white bar lengthways ; primary coverts black ; 
tail tipped black, having a broad pale band : lower parts of the bird 
are reddish purple ; feet like most of the wood-pigeons are red ; bill 
lipped with orange. 

(78f>) Patatmiu s prr.rHnirou.is, Darjeeling TPocmI- Pigeon, is 
somewhat rare here, though in the earlier days of Darjeeling, l*efore 
the wanton destruction of trees, this bird could )>e met without 
much difficulty, especially during winter. Like all the Cushats, it 
perfers a high altitude. It is about 13 A inches in size. Predomi- 
nating colour is dusky grey ; sides of the neck glossed with green and 
purple ; tail blackish ; lower plumage is dove-grey ; breast bright, 
glossy green and purple : bill tipped with yellow : irides yellow ; 
legs reddish. 


Sr b-Fa mif.y CO LTTMBIN /E. 

Rock - pits kons differ a good deal from Palnmbu*. Tarsi are long 
and feet suitable for perching and progression on the ground. These 
are the blue stock-pigeons, which have given us our domesticated 
birds. Species likely to be met with in the district are intermedia 
(788) at a low elevation and leuconofa : but these are rare and 
found chiofiy in out-of-the-way places. 

(790) Cou: MBA I.EUCONOTA, Jrhite-Mlied Rock-pigeon. I don’t 
think it will be seen much below 12,000 feet elevation, as it is 
usually found near the snows, where these birds rest in big numbers, 
congregate on boulders, and precipitous heights, beyond Jongri. 

The remaining species of Rock -pigeons are found chiefly in the 
plains. 
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(791) Macropygia tusalia, Bar-tailed Tree-dove t or Cuckoo- 
dove as it is also oalled owing to its shape and structure. Its pecu- 
liar racket-like tail, which is typical of Cuckoos is noticeable and nar- 
row cross rays on the tail feathers found in some of the C'uculi. 
These tree-doves prefer thick forests. When they occasionally come 
into Darjeeling, they keep much to the taller clumps of trees in 
preference to more open country. This bird taking into considera- 
tion its general structure and its habits, could safely be placed 
among the doves, though in appearance, it is large and looks more 
liko a wood-pigeon. This tree-dove, like all its family has no song 
but a gentle cooing, which is indulged in when resting. It is often 
scon feeding on hot bitter berries of the trees known as Nepal peppier 
which hill folk are so fond of grinding up into conserve to eat with 
their meals. Bar-tailed Dove is slender in appearance, if has a 
long broad graduated tail, which is conspicuously barred, a sort of 
rufous and ashy white. Tusalia is about 10 A inches ; wing expanse 
22 inches ; bill black with a little lake colour : orbits red ; orbitar 
skin bright and pale in colour ; irides brown enclosed by a pink 
circle ; legs dull reddish. 


Sub-Family TURTUR1NVE (Dm**) 


Are a group of birds, well known to all, owing to their tame and 
social habits. Their delicacy of nature and build convey to us, 
many a quiet lesson of gentleness, artlessly displayed and devoid of 
timidity. These birds feed on the land, chiefly on hard grains. 
They are generally, solitary in their habits, occasionally scon in 
small parties. 


Genus turtur, Turtle down, are more commonly known on ac- 
count of their typical call. They are found in the following 
groups : — 


(i) — Auriti 

(ii) — Maculicolles 

(iii) — Tigrini 

(iv) — Streptopeleee 


Ruddy Turtle-Doves. 

Neck-laced (broad gorget) 

Turtle-Doves. 

Spotted Turtle-Doves. 

Ringed Turtle-Doves (half-collar). 


The first four species (792 — 79b) might be placed, as birds found 
in the district at one time or another ; but they frequent lower 
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altitudes and are rarely seen much over 5,000 feet elevation, except- 
ing Turtur Suratenm, Spotted Dove, which ascends a’ thousand or 
two, feet higher. Blyth say “ The coo to this dove is plaintive, and 
agreeable, something like oot-raow-oo, ool-raow-oo ; but far 'from 
easy to express in writing ” — I should think so. The coo is certain- 
ly sweet and plaintive, and one longs to hoar it again. 


Family GOUMD/E (Ground- Dove*). 


Sub-Family PIIAPINxE 

Bill is slender ; wings longish ; (ail short and rounded ; tarsus 
longer than Turturhur. ; toes long especially the hind toe ; claws a 
bit curved. Phapina) arc beautifully marked, metallic hues of 
green chiefly. 

Gkni's ('liAl.t'oiuiAl’S, • bill is slender; wings longish 2nd and 3rd 
quills longest ; tail fairly short and rounded ; tarsus unfeathered and 
longish ; toes long. Chalcophaps are chiefly found on the land ; but 
take readily to the trees, where they roost for the night. Their 
flight is strong and swift. 

(798) Ch.ux,’OPHA 1 »s indicts, Bimw-uimjed Dure, rarely as- 
cends higher than Kurseong. It is usually found about 5,000 feet 
elevation. These birds seldom show themselves in more open 
country, they are more frequently seen in dense bamboo forests ; at 
times coming on to jungle paths to feed. In habits, and charac- 
teristics generally, they are more like game-birds. C 'halcophaps is 
10i inches in length ; bill coral red ; orbits flesh colour ; irides dark 
brown ; foot purplish red ; plumage of the male is shining emerald 
green with a golden tinge ; biick and wings dusky, more particularly 
the tail excepting outer feathors, which are greyish ; primaries also 
dusky ; a white bar on the shoulders ; under parts, together with 
breast and neck are reddish brown in colour. 



(4)— ORDER RASORES. 


Or Gallinacea? comprise, what are more commonly called, Game- 
birds, which form an interesting Naturaf Order. They appear chiefly 
to be known for the opportunities they offer, on the wing, for testing 
the accuracy of a sportsman’s eye, and the pleasures, the pastime of 
shooting holds out to nimrods, also for the excellency of their savory 
meats. However admirable these qualifications are, I feel, that little 
can be added to this phase, of the life history of game-birds, so that 
if we turn our attention in other directions, wc will find a feast, 
pleasure and entertainment more in accordance with the scope of 
this work. The bill of these lords is short and vaulted, bent, at tho 
tip usually wattled near the base ; wings strong, short arid rounded ; 
legs and feet strong and partly feathered. Males have usually, a 
tarsal spur ; hind toe short, excepting Turnix which have no hind 
toe ; claws a little curved strong and blunt. These birds, usually, 
scrape the ground, whilst hunting for food ; thus called “ seratchers” 
or “scratching birds,” which habit among game-birds is more typical 
than was found among other Orders. They are birds usually of 
large size and heavy build. Males are bigger in size, in most sjiecies 
crested and with richly coloured plumage. Kasores indulge in 
dust baths, chiefly to rid themselves of all superfluity in the shape 
of insects, scales or undeveloped shafts (feathers) which have been 
irritating their skins, more so about the moulting season. Wo can- 
not do better than follow the groups, found in the accompanying 
list. 


A — Hind toe on the same plane. 

(i) — CRACID/ft. 

(ii) — MEGAPODID/K. 


B — Hind toe raised, or wanting. 

(iii) — PTEROCLIDriS 
<iv)— PHASIANIIVK 

(v) — TET It AON 1 1 bE .. 

(vi) — TIN AM I D/ft 


Sand-grouse. 

Pheasants, etc. 

Grouse and Partridges. 
Bustard, quails, etc. 
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01 these groups Nos. Ill, IV, V and VI are found in India. We 
sluall pass over the Family l'leroclidiv , or Koek-grou.se, as these birds 
chiefly frequent central Provinces ; sandy districts around Agra, 
Delhi, etc., and the West of India. 


IV, — Family PHASIANIDAE. 

These well known birds have, the tail lengthened and broad. 
Hill longish when compared with the next group Tctmonida ?, Grouse 
and Partridges ; nostrils apart, face nude, with or without lappets 
and wattles as the case might bo, head of some of the species crested. 
Pheasants usually feed on the ground ; but readily take to the trees 
when disturbed. Higher altitude phoasants roost at night among 
pine trees when available. This is more noticeable around and 
beyond Sandakphu. 


Sri;-F.\MM.Y PA VON INvK. 

( rKN'l's Pa vo, bill slender and longish ; crest erect, a little like 
miniature flags, which flutter in the breeze ; orbital* skin nude ; tail 
of IS feathers, train lengthened and beautifully ocollated. 

(SO.'}) Pa vo Cm status, Common Peacock, belongs to a separate 
branch of the family. They are found in most parts of India. In 
the district they are frequently mot with in warmer valleys and in 
the Terai. On the Himalayas they are seldom seen above 2,000 
foot. 1 fool that little can be said of this beautiful and interesting 
bird, as it is so well known. It is a pretty sight to see a big num- 
ber of thorn togethor. I shall not readily forget a unique oppor- 
tunity I had of observing over a hundred peahens and cocks con- 
gregated together at an out-of-the-way Hindu temple of Kuntin- 
nuggor, one hot and oppressive day in May, more so, as this place is 
near the Terai. It was latter part of the day, in the evening. 
Shadows of treos were lengthening, before sun had sunk behind the 
mighty Himalayas. An aged, looking, priest, strolled out of the 
temple, with a big basket of grain, and gave about, half a dozen 
loud echoing shouts, a few minutes later, a whirl of wings was heard, 
as peacocks came sweeping in, in all directions and settled in the 
court-yard. There must have been near on a hundred birds of all 
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sizes. The old priest Hung grain in handfulls in amongst them, 
without stint, and soon they were pocking away merrily, for all they 
were worth. They seemed to forget their wild nature, and lookod 
like a crowd of domesticated fowls. There were peahens with their 
well developed broods ; lordly peacocks strutted fearlessly about 
with magnificent tails. All of them, birds which had only a few 
minutes before rushed into the nearest thicket at approach of a 
human being, or flown into long elephant grass for safety at the 
slightest rustle within earshot. I learned later on, that this daily 
feeding of peafowls, at a fixed hour was an old established custom 
at the t-emple. I thought at the time, ample opportunities one had 
of observing habits and other peculiarities of these birds and how 
much closer one could get to them, in their wild state, when once 
their confidence had been gained. Peacocks can be looked ui>on as 
friends of animals, birds and human beings generally. How often 
has one, when out shooting big game in the Torai, been warned of 
the approach of a big tiger by the cries and restlessness of wild 
peacocks, not that these birds need fear anything, themselves, from 
master stripes ; but as soon as they observe, the slow cat-like, stalk- 
ing of the man and his dusky companions, as is often the case, ap- 
proaching the Tiger unprepared may be, peacocks seem to do all in 
their power to attract attention to the impending danger, not far 
ahead, much to the disgust of stripes. 

The next bird to follow the Peacock is Argus Pheasant. It is 
sometimes called Pea-pheasant. These beautiful birds are not 
found in the district. r £hey frequent more particularly Indo-Chi- 
nese districts to the east and south of us. 


Sit, -Family PHASIAX LWE (Vhtnmnh) 

frequent more or less the hill portions of India, in preference, 
temperate climates. Tail, in most of the specios, is long ; head 
usually crested. 

Genus Lophophoius, has a i>oa-eock like crest ; hill lengthened 
and hooked at the tip ; tail short, slightly rounded at the tip ; plum- 
age is rich green, with a metallic golden gloss. 

(804) I/OPHOI’JIORUS IMPEYANUS, Mo mud Plwuwnt. This beau- 
tiful bird is closely allied to pea fowl, and connect the latter birds to 
pheasant*. They remind us not a little of both groups. Monanl 
pheasants used U> la; found plentiful beyond Sundakphu, and the 
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wide stretching downs at Sikarghum ; but of late years they have 
preferred the more sequestered hills of Nepal on the other side of 
the range. These pheasants are met with usually above 11,000 
feet altitude, seeking in preference pine forests, which are met with 
at this olovation. They feed, chieHy, on seeds ; white (wild) ever- 
lasting daisies, and aconite roots which they are partial to. Whilst 
foraging, they use their bills a good deal, and dig up the more friable 
soil (ground at this elevation is loose, easily operated upon) when 
feeding male birds, act sentry, for their more careless, and self- 
reliant hens, which feed in groups of twos and threes, whilst the 
cock bird, about a hundred yards off or more, works with extreme 
caution, always (on these hills) on a sharp look out, with his 
“ weather eye ” open for all emergencies. Either their sight or 
powers of hearing are so acute and accurate, that it is with remark- 
able care that any one can, on these hill slopes, get within close 
quarters, to observe their habits and peculiarities. Once a cock 
bird gets alarmed, the shrill cry, a cliek-elkk-click can be heard for 
miles, startling the hens, and other foraging groups. Usually the 
cry is taken up by another male, some half a mile away, and so on, 
till the neighbourhood is alive with their shrill clicking or cackling 
noise. These malos are strong on the wing, and once raised, they 
sweep over the hill and down the gorge at a great speed, followed 
by the hens, a good way behind, and are soon lost to view, over 
crest of the hill, and down into dense forests in Nepal. I often 
wondered, these monogamous households, don’t get a bit mixed up ; 
by what particular sign they re-collect again ; whether leaders ever 
got mixed up or trespass on anothers preserves, or loose sight of 
their hens, altogether. They don’t seem to care two raps, one way 
or the other, judging from the rapidity, and bead long flight, hardly 
casting a second glance, or look for the safety of the hens, after once 
the imperative warning has been given. Call of tho male is well 
known on these hills, a sort of quick-quick-qukk, a double note of 
metallic sound, which slowly terminates, long after their safe arrival 
in tho more hospitable “ bush.” You will frequently see, badly pre- 
pared skins of these birds, males chiefly, snared by hillmen ; brought 
in for sale, so it seems hardly necessary to describe these pheasants. 
Lophophorus is 24 inches in length ; colour of nialo, above, is bril- 
liant irrideseont purple, on the back and neck ; head, with crest 
and throat bright metallic green, a golden gloss , over greater part, of 
the head, neck and body ;. wing-coverts, lower back and upper tail- 
coverts glossed with purple and green : quills black : tail cinnamon 
rufous ; lower parts of the body black. 

(805) Ckriornih satyra, Sikkim Hornet! Pheasant. This beau- 
tifully coloured pheasant is found nearer the snows, where it used 
to be found in biggish numbers ; but now they are less frequently 
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mot with, owing to their indiscriminate slaughter by hillmen, who 
chiefly snare them. Skins much be dragged, hanging up for salo in 
the Bazar is a common sight. Owing to the bright fiery rod colour 
of this Ceriorni't , they have occasionally been popularly miscalled 
Argus or Blood-pheasant. Both these birds are distinct from this 
species. Sat yea feeds much on tendor parts of young shoots of fern 
leaves. They aro not averse to eating Indian corn (maize). 

(<S07) Ithaotnis Ckuentuk, Green Blood-pheasant. This beauti- 
ful and curious looking bird is difficult to find in its natural ele- 
ments on higher ranges of Singalillas. Some years back it used to 
be fairly plentiful, beyond Sandakphu. I saw big coveys on several 
occasions some years ago, now it is with difficulty you will meet a 
solitary pair on this side of the range. These birds usually frequent 
thick Rhododendron cover beside bigger .Thorns, generally near water, 
at times they are met with amongst pine forests. ft hat finis feeds 
much on tender pine and juniper stocks and berries. Blood-phea- 
sants present many peculiarities in structure, some of fho males have 
as many as five tarsal spurs, usually three are found, according to age 
of the bird. Hillmen tell us that after every two years a fresh 
spur is added, if this reckoning be correct a bird with three spurs 
would be al>out fi years old, and that its natural span of life seldom 
goes beyond 10 to 11 years, provided no accident befalls it. These, 
birds are allied to B ultra* pheasants ; but unlike any of the pheas- 
ants found on eastern Himalayas the Blood-pheasant is tame and 
confiding. It takes a fairly hardened sportsman to shoot them 
flown, when he gets into a covey unawares. Some run along the 
ground with startling rapidity in different directions, uttering a 
frightened cackle, like domestic fowls ; a few take to dense cover, 
under which they have been feeding. On such occasions they seem 
to “ lose their, heads ” ami make, but a poor attempt to escape. As 
you stand under the highish cover, and watch them, one or more 
will come close to yo\i, or perch a few yards over head, in the utter 
confusion which has followed your sudden appearance in their midst. 
One can easily understand how depredations have boon made on 
these interesting and confiding birds. One of my I.oj»cha compa- 
nions told me that on such occasions, hunters usually “ bagged ” the 
whole covey which used to consist of 20 of 30 birds. A few genoral 
remarks as to cdlour, will suffice to distinguish the Green Blood 
pheasant. In size it is only 17 inches, a little bigger than Lcrwa, 
Snow-partridge ; plumage of the male, above, is dark grey, median 
line of feathers is streaked black and buff ; buff on the sides, more 
so neck ; a tinge of green on lower back and part of wing coverts 
^greater) ; tail grey ; forehead and cheeks black ; crest dull grey, 
feathers centred with buff ; breast and lower part of body feathers, 
and flanks pale green ; breast feathers centred, broad, rod in colour, 
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also under tail-coverts. This is what might be called a rough esti- 
mate of colour found on this pheasant. Legs are coral red ; orbits 
bright red ; head crested ; tail shortish, of fourteen feathers. We 
previously observed pheasants with 1 8 tail feathers. Pubras and 
Kalij have 16. Green Blood Pheasant from its size, habits and 
peculiarities of structure may be considered as a link between phea- 
sants and partridges. Cruentus has hitherto only been found on the 
higher altitudes, and has a restricted area of distribution chiefly 
K. Nepal and Sikkim 10,000 to 13,000 feet elevation. 

Gexits G alt/) ph asia, are allied more or less to jungle-fowl. 
They frequent altitudes from 4,000 to 7,000 feet. Head is crested ; 
orbits red ; longish hackles on breast and neck ; plumage is glossy 
black and white, streaked. Tail of these pheasants, of 16 feathers 
like jungle-fowls, longish, a bit convex, raised in the centre. Though 
they keep much to denser parts of forests, where they roost, at 
dawn they go far afield to forage. They are often raised or 
“ started ” in more open country, when they fly well and make for 
the nearest jungle. They often enter fields of hill crofters to forage, 
more on tender shoots than the grain. "Ravines and hollows on the. 
hills, they seem to prefer. 

(811) Gallophasis MELA NOTTS, Sikkim Kalij Pheasant. This 
pheasant can generally be found in thick jungle a little way out of 
Darjeeling. It is getting more difficult to find, of late years owing 
to the way these birds have been knocked about. On more than 
one occasion I startled a solitary bird in Birch hill forest. They are 
however more at home, on Ghoompahar range, where they breed and 
are frequently observed, in short scrub jungle and l»are slopes of the 
hill, at outskirts of forests. Kalij is 27 inches in length : bill horny 
yellow ; orbitar skin red ; hides brown ; plumage of male, above, is 
glossy black ; breast hackles are long tinged with white and ash ; 
beneath, feathers are white ; alxlomen, vent and under tail-coverts, 
brownish black. This bird differs in colour from Kalij, found on 
western side of Himalayas, also species, in the further east — Assam 
and Tipperah. Melanofns is more glossy black al>ove, and lacks the 
white crest of the former species, and the white lower back plumage 
of the eastern bird. Mela not us when startled or disturbed has a 
shrill call resembling koorchee-koorche e, which sounds like a warning 
to its hens to look out, at other times a more satisfied and reassuring 
call of koorook-koo-rook-koorook. The Kalij seldom ascends over 
8,000 feet. 
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Sub-Family GALLING. 

These comprise of jungle-fowls or spur-fowls found chiefly in the 
plaius, one group frequents lower ranges in the district. Head, in 
some of the species, with crest and wattles ; tail, in most, of 14 
feathers, in shape compressed and partially convex in appearance ; 
upper tail-coverts elongated and dangle downwards. 

(H14) Gai.loi*ERDi5c spadiceus, lied Spur-foipl , is sometimes met 
with in thick, bamboo jungles usually at a lower elevation, about 
4,000 feet. Plumage of the cock bird is uncommonly like the domes- 
ticated, or rather Barndoor fowl to which species this spur-fowl 
belongs ; in other words the latter fowl was taken from Spadiceus. 
Red Spur-fowl is more slender in form, muscular and pheasant like 
in shape. 

(Ml, 3) Gallus Sonnerati, Cirey J luujlr-fou-l, commonly called 
the moorhen is not found in the district. 


Family TETRAONID^E ( Grouse and Partridges). 

This family is made up of Grouse, Partridges and Quails. They 
are stout, heavy, birds with shortish necks and short, stout bills ; 
tail fairly short ; tarsus short ami stout ; face usually feathered. 
Tetraonidee frequent low scrub jungle lands, and more open country. 
They are found usually in numbers, or coveys. 


Sub-Family PERDICINvE. 

I. — SNOW-COCKS and SNOW-PARTRIDGES. 

These birds form a link between Grouse and partridges. 

(H16) Tetraoc; a li.u s Himalayknhim, Himalayan Snow-cook, or 
Snow-pheasant as it is sometimes called, is not likely to lie met 
with except on higher altitudes, where they are scarce and 
difficult to find. The Snow-cock lives chiefly near the snows. It is 
sometimes called by sportsmen, Snow and Strath Chuckor. It is a 
biggish, heavy, looking bird, about the size of Black-cock of western 
Highlands of Scotland. They are found chiefly on Palsearctic alti- 
tudes. One usually associates them with bleak snow bound rocky 
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country. They descend to lower elevations as snow storms drive 
them down to more sequestered spots. In some respects they are 
not unlike some of the pheasants Monaul in particular, in habits, 
though unlike these birds they associate in biggish flocks. Their 
call is shrill, clear and Monaul like. They seldom or ever seek shel- 
ter in the pine forests ; but prefer open country, and bare rocky 
uplands. They appear, when grouped together, not unlike white 
and grey looking Ptarmigans, and oan be obs^fved from a distance. 
They make au easy mark for the eagles, which frequent these heights 
and keep them on the move. 

(817; Lerwa nivigola, Swjic Partrulye, is found on a like alti- 
tude as the former secies, and remains much in coveys on bare open 
ground. They are grouse-like in many respects, on the other hand 
not unlike snow-cock. In winter they descend to lower elevations. 
Occasionally a stray couple or two remain to breed above the bare 
slopes at Tongloo and Kaudakphu where I have now and again found 
them. Lrrmi is about 16 inches, extent 24 inches; legs and feet 
red ; bill short and strong ; orbits plumed ; wings big and i>ointed, 
2nd quill longest ; tarsi partially feathered, also with spurs ; colour 
grouse-like as a whole : barred with black and yellowish white ; 
chestnut tinged on wing-coverts, sides of the neck and shoulders : 
quills brownish with yellowish freckles : underparts with Jongish 
chestnut flashes which coalesce on the. breast ; tail with bars of grey 
and rufous. 

II. — ROCK and SAND PARTRIDGES. 

(82 0) Caccahis CHl’KoK, Cftitkor Partridyu , , are well known birds 
in the plains. Some of them ascend in spring, to near the snows. 
In the district they are occasionally met with, alamt, latter part of 
the rainy season, when numbers of these birds hide away among 
“Bhuta Khets’’ as fields of Indian Corn are called in the hills. This 
Chukor is about 16 inches in length ; bill red ; irides yellowish 
white ; logs and feet red ; colour, above, is pale bluish ashy tinged 
with chestnut ; wings reddish ash ; tail ash with a chestnut tinge ; 
face reddish with a black liand near the eyes ; lores black ; a white 
streak behind the eyes ; nock and breast ash coloured ; under fcail- 
coverfe and abdomen buff, a prominent black baud ou either side of 
the breast. Sexes are alike in colour ; female a little smaller than 
the male. Kyah Partridge is found at foot of the hills. 

III. -GREY or BUSH PARTRIDGES, are not found in the 
district. 

IV. — WOOD-PARTRIDGES, 
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Genus Arboricola, Mil I'artrvlyex ov Green Partridges , are 
found chiefly on tho mountains. In size smallish. They adhere 
pretty closely to denser parts of tho jungles and forests. Tarsus is 
free of spurs ; toes and claws long ; tail short, of feathers softer 
than the foregoing species. 

(824) Arboricola TORgl'EoLA, Black-throated Mil-partridge, is 
rarer in this district,* than the next species. It frequents thickly 
wooded parts chiefly in Sikkim, and are found about 9,000 feet ele- 
vation. It descends during winter months to 6,000 feet. These 
birds usually associate in pairs. In the cold weather they appear 
to be more gregarious. Both these species are often found foraging 
together with some of the pheasants, and live chiefly on roots, seeds 
and berries, occasionally on buds and flowers : wild everlasting- 
daisies, and tender cryptogams. Torqueola is about 11 inches : 
bill black ; irides deep brown ; legs red ; colour of the male, above, 
is olive on the shoulders and back, with dusky semi-circular spots : 
wing coverts olive and chestnut, with spots ; head, car-coverts ami 
sides of the neck ferruginous ; black on sides of the head with a 
white supercilium ; throat black bordered with white ; bright olive 
on upper breast ; lower breast and belly whitish ; flanks olive with 
streaks of chestnut and white ; tail olive tipped dark and speckled 
with black. 

M 

(8 25/ Arboricola ki foocla i;is, l I (Ht fa / Mil-part ridge. 
Though more plentiful, in the district, than tho former bird, never- 
theless, it is difficult to find, as it keeps close to dense jungle cover, 
ami never seems to come out into more open country. This Hill- 
partridge, occasionally, visits jungle lands below Ifarjoeling ; but 
appears to be more partial to an elevation of 5,000 feet. In size 
it is 11 inches: wing extent 19 inches; bill black; irides red 
brown : orbits dull lake red ; legs red. Its handsome, brightly 
coloured collar on the breast, of ferruginous with black specks, 
makes it readily distinguished ; plumage of the male, is not unlike 
former species, differing chiefly in the deep ferruginous with black 
spots on the throat, and skies of the neck ; a black collar surround- 
ing tho ferruginous gorget. These two Hill-partridgos are similar 
in habits and general characteristics. 


Sub-Family COTtlliNlCIN^E ( True Quails ) 

.Differ from the latter sj»ecics by their longer and more tainted 
w'uigs. They are strong nn the wv/ig, and display n constant desire 
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to shift from place to place, from one locality to another, and show 
greater migratory tendencies than most of the Rasores. Hill is 
moderate in size ; wings longish and pointed ; tarsus lacking spurs. 
They are birds of small size. 


(829) Coti;rn ix communis, Laroc a, 'ey Quail, or “barra batter” 
as it is called by hillmen, is frequently observed in Indian corn fields 
(Bhuta Khets) about 4,000 to 5,000 feet elevation. This is sup- 
posed to be the quail, which got Israelites of old into trouble, at one 
period of their murmuriugs. This bird and its congeners differ from 
the former groups ; in bill, being more slender, straight, or with a 
slight curve in some species ; wings long and pointed, concealing the 
short, rounded, soft tail. Communis is 7& inches in length ; wing 
extent 1 11 inches ; bill horn coloured ; hides yellow brown. This 
Quail is found all over India. It is known as European or Common 
Quail. They visit the plains in large flocks in the cold weather, 
where they arc snared and netted in big numbers for the market. 


Family TIN AMID. E. 


Sr b-Fam ily TUKNICI NVK. 

(833) Tvrnix Ockllati/s. Hill Bastard-Quail. This pigmy 
gamo-bird is difficult to find in the outskirts of Darjeeling and the 
district. It usually inhabits dense undergrowth jungle. When 
they come out of their seclusion to feed, they beat a hasty retreat 
when approached. “ Timok-pho,” as Leix has call this bustard- 
quail, presents many interesting features, not found in Jlasores or 
game-birds generally. Chief of which, porhaps, is absence of the 
hind toe and difference in the anatomy of Tvrnix. Hens are larger 
than the males, and more richly adorned. In disposition they arc 
Injlder and more pugnaciously inclined, which are qualities more 
honored in the breach than the observance among female Hasores 
generally. However the hens have their good points, for when in <t 
“ tight corner ” they readily assume the offensive, more so, when a 
move has to be made. She fight gamely for dear life, in the breed- 
ing season for the livos of hor household. On othor occasions, when 
met with in a more open space, in spring, when energy and vivacity 
are at a premium ; provided the birds have not seen you, you may 
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find hens indulging in little tilting combats, probably a “ love affair.” 
Like mail-clad warriors of old, a short run, a diluting skirmish and 
then a going for each other “ tooth and nail. ” The male birds, 
. (there are seldom more than two or three males at these day light 
revelries) hardly notice this little by-play and knots of combatants, 
they appear to take a wider sweep of life’s horizon. Size of these 
birds is about 7 inches, feathers and all, so that ; as a game-bird, it 
would hardly curl a human voracious appetite, when in the gaily pot. 
A most interesting Pigmy true bustard is to be found, near Llassa, 
feeding in flocks, I am told, on the broad sandy shores or rather churs. 
This bird appears like a miniature of the lordly bustard of the 
Deccan. Turnis Ocellatu *, has much speckled or mottled plumage, 
lwrred with black, more so on under parts of the body, above, brown 
and mottled ; bill slaty brown ; irides pale yellow. 


-:o: — 



ORDER GRALLATORES. 


-:o:- 

We have, now, dealt with Rapforex or rapaceous birds ; Inxexsorex 
or Perching birds, including Passerine birds ; Oemitorex or Pigeons and 
I >oves, are occasionally placed among the game-birds, which we consi- 
dered, a convenient terminating group for Inxexsorex, and introducing 
us to Raxorex, which we have briefly examined. Nor have we lost 
sight of the main object of our enquiries, .nr, to enable us to asso- 
ciate, more closely with bird life, in their natural surroundings. 

There still remains of the Natural Orders Nos. 5 and 6. Gallina- 
ceous birds or Grail af ores, and the JYatalorex, which comprise “ water- 
birds ” of books on popular Natural History. 

Grallatorex or shore-birds, as they are designated, have tarsus 
elongated and bare, also part of the tibia bare (unfeathered) ; feet 
usually long ; hind toe raised and undeveloped or wanting in some 
of the groups ; tail shortish ; wings inclined to be long. A number 
of these birds have long necks. Bills are long in not a few ; feet 
partially webbed, though at the same time toes are free and unin- 
cumbered. Their flight in migratory seasons, is usually strong, 
though many scarcely leave the locality they frequent. These birds 
feed much on aquatic insects, fish etc. Some few Jive more on 
vegetable substances. They are divided up into two main groups. — 

(A) — Like game-birds, young, feed, and are able to take care 
of themselves when hatched. 

(13) — Those, that are born callow and helpless like Inmsores, 
requiring the constant care of parents, and not leav- 
ing their nests till fairly matured — (altricial). 


(A) — Young able to mn when hatched — (Precoeial). 

1. — Tribe STRUTHIONES ... Ostriches, Emeus, etc. 

II.— „ PRESSIROSTRES ... Bustards, Plovers.. * 

III. — „ LONGIROSTRES ... Snipes and Sandpipers. 

IV, ' % LATITORES ... Rails and water-hens. 
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(B) — Young, helploss at birth. fAltricial). 

V. — Tribe C l T LTIR( )ST H KS — Storks. Herons and Bases. 


(A) — The first, wo need not trouble aland, as they are not found 
in India — Ostriches, etc : — 


II.— TRIBE PRESSIROSTRES. 

Tarsus longish : bill short, thick, strong and sides compressed. 
They frequent sandy plains, marshes and banks of rivers. 


I. — OTIDID^E 

II. —ClTRSORIINiE ... 

III. — GLAREOLIIVE . . . 

IV. — CHARADRID/E ... 

V. - HJEMATOPIDyE ... 
VI— THINOCORIIb'E ... 

VII.- GRITHVE 


Bustards and Floricans. 
Courser-Plovers (a sub-family). 
Swallow-Plovers. 

Plovers. 

Shore- Plovers. 

( Same- Plovers (American). 
Cranes. 


I. — Family OTIDID.E. 

Though none of these birds are found on our hill sides in the 
district, it would be unwise for various reasons to Itanish them from 
our list of acquaintances. Bustards and Florikins ; bill is short, 
stout and broad at. the base, foretocs slightly webbed, hind toe 
wanting ; wings strong and pointed : plumage more liko game- 
birds. 

(838) Syphrotides Bf.ngalknsis, fii-ngal FforiHn y is found in 
the plains. In the Terai it is frequently met with in fields under 
cultivation, wide river chnr lands, nullahs, and in among long ele- 
phant grass, as it is called. This big, heavy, magnificent bird has a 
broad, longish bill ; longish logs, part of the tibia is bare (unfea- 
thered). Bengal Florikin is about* 26 to 27 inches jn length ; plum- 
age is black, beautifully mottled ; white about the wings. Varia- 
tions in colour are seen according to season of the year and age of the 
bird. Like a few of the game-birds, female is perhaps heavier and 



( 193 ) 


bigger than the male. This Florikin is found at the foot, and ap- 
proaches to the Himalayas, and frequents most of the country suit- 
able to its tastes up to the Gangetic plains. Whilst Leek or Lesser 
h lorikin reserves, more or less, south India as its special rights. 
These two species seldom appear to trespass on each others domains. 
Bengal Florikin is frequently met with, when one is out for big 
game in the Terai. On such occasions these florikins become 
wild and restless when they observe, the approach of the 
lordly monarch of the jungles. This friendly little tip usually puts a 
more veteran sportsman and shikares on their guard for the sudden 
appearance of a Tiger. It is a pretty sight to watch a full grown 
cock florikin, in spring, about early in May, soar up perpendicular 
to where it has been, with quick, strong flaps of the wings, a 
minute’s pause to take breath, as it were, then Another aaoon ttm 
satisfied it has seen all that is to be seen of the surrounding coontey, 
above, the long wavy grass, on a warm spring morning or tawJsg*; 
quently, mid-day, it drops to the ground again. When in oomgang 
with the hens, its habits are not unlike the tamely 'nt^ 

struts, lifts and droops its wings, humming a peculiar cha nt ” 

their edification. Florikins usually cast all bird principWjP 
board and seem to care but little for social technicalitae*. 
perchance, prefer to live like our primitive forefathers did, bCKire 
marriage laws were instituted. Should you, ever And yootseK W 
the burning, scorched up Terai, you will have but little difficulty in 
making out this bird, as it passes yob on its way, perhaps, to old fre- 
quented feeding grounds, by its slow, steady flapping flight ; or it 
may be, when observed, standing conspicuously on sandy chur lands 
by bigger mountain rivers. I have seen them on wide stretching 
shores of the Balasun, Teesta and Meeehi, a mile or two beyond 
the foot of the hills. 


Family CURSORID/E 

These birds have lengthened tarsi, which give them a tall, raised 
appearance. Bill slender ; plumage more of a brown and chestnut 
colour ; three toes only in most of the species. Birds of smaller 
size than the last family. 

Genus Cursorius. Bill longish, slender and curved j wings 
moderate ; tail short ; tarsus long and slender, protected by scutellre; 
short lateral toes ; claws small, 

31 
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(840) CuRsoitrus couoMAXOKi.icrs, Indian Courier- Plover. 

(841) Rhinoptita’s p.ITorquatus, Double banded- Plover. Both 
those birds are found in the plains. The latter species frequents 
foot of the hills. I saw numbers of them at Titalea in the Terai. 
They seem to be partial to bare rocky ground and seldom wander 
far from certain localities. In size about 10 inches. These birds 
introduce us to the true wading birds, with long tarsi ; slender bills 
and short tails generally. The former species has 1st and 2nd quills 
(wing) longest ; the lattor 2nd and 3rd. llkinoptilux has a shorter 
and stronger bill ; feet short and outer toe webbod. These plovers 
live chiefly on baro open country. They run with ease and not a 
little speed in fits and starts, which characteristics make them 
differ in habits from the more phlegmatic waders. Courier-plovers, 
usually, associate in flocks and are oftener seen on lands broken up 
by the homely Indian plough. They feed chiefly on insects. None 
of these birds are found in the district. 


Family GLAREOLIIX/E ( Swa How -plovers). 

Commonly called Pratincoles.' These birds have given trouble to 
fix their true position among the family groups. Some would have 
liked to have placed them among the Swallows, to which birds they 
bare a resemblance in formation of bill and the forked tail, also as 
they associate freely with these birds. Others would consider the 
place of Swallow-plovers among Night-hawks. Cuvier placed them 
among Grallatores. I merely mention these few facts, to give a 
general idea of these birds. However, they are hardly likely to be 
seen in Darjeeling or the district, unless a few stray birds, whilst 
on their northern journey to breed, stay to rest their wings. ' They 
are plentiful enough in the plains. Near big rivers they are seen 
skimming low, as a rule, over a wide expanse of water or sandy 
churs. Bill is short and arched ; gape wide ; wings long and pointed ; 
tail usually forked ; tarsus short ; hind toe small. Both species of 
Swallow-plovers are found in the Terai. 

(843) Glareola lactea, Small Swallow-plover, has a shorter tail, 
and more even. Unlike Large Swallow-Plovers, it migrates but 
little and breeds in the plains. Both species are plentiful at Titalea, 
Orientalis only in the cold weather as it passes over, in numbers and 
breeds, on high altitudes. Lactea is inches ; plumage, above, is 
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yellowish brown ; upper tail-covorts white ; tail white tipped brown; 
white also about the wings ; broast dull yellowish brown ; beneath 
and under tail-coverts white. 


Family CJIAKADRIID/E (Plover*). 

Here wo have a different group of birds, which ascend our larger 
rivers. In spring they pass ovor in big numbers into Thibet and 
high altitudes to breed. The bill of these birds, is straight and 
strong ; wings fairly long and pointed ; tail generally short ; tarsus 
long ; toes short as a rule. Plovers are gregarious, they are generally 
so Jn feeding on damp secluded hollows and wide grassy downs ; 
usually preferring sides of rivers to forage. They are more frequently 
met with in the cold weather, on banks and shingly shores of Great 
liunjeot and Teesta rivers at no great elevation. Their easy flight 
and moro typical colour makes them readily distinguished, more so, 
as plovers are a well known type of birds. They differ from Snipe 
and Sandpipers chiefly in size and shorter bills. Like tho lattor 
sub-family Cursuritur, they run with ease. In build they are stout 
and more robust. As both Plovers and Lapwings are well known 
birds they scarcely require „a separate account with each. 


Su ii-Family CHAUADRIINVE (Plovers). 

Bill short and weak ; tarsi shortish ; wings long and pointed 1st 
quill longest ; tail short ; usually having either a small or no hind 
toe. Charadrince are birds of fairly small size. 

(844) Squatarola Helvetica, Grey Plover , is generally found 
on banks of big Indian rivers. Sizo about 12 inches; bill black ; 
irides dusky brown ; colour is deep black on the forehead, throat 
and underparts ; a little white edgings to the foathers ou the head 
and sides of the nock ; upper plumage is brown barred with black 
and white. Thcso plovers are frequently, among tho birdsi for sale 
in game-stalls of New Market, in Calcutta, together with a miscella- 
neous collection of Snipe, Stilts, Sandpipers and even Jaeanas. 
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(845) Charadrius lonuipks, Golden Plover , is found on the 
plains of India in the cold weather. They pass ovor the district on 
their way to the marshes in Thibet to breed, as soon as the snows on 
the passes molt, and the north wind blows warm and enticing. Occa- 
sionally on these migratory journeys one or other of the weaker 
winged members of the party, drop behind and settle in the district 
to recruit their infirmities : an injured wing or a shattered leg, 
.after the war of the elements or battle of guns down in the plains. 
I have on more than one occasion fallen in with these stragglers to 
the hospitable uplands of Thibet. Golden Plover is 10 inches in 
length ; wing extent 20 inches ; bill blackish ; legs and feet bluish 
green ; irides brown ; plumage, in wintor, is a blackish grey, feathers 
edged with golden yellow ; primaries black, a tinge of yellow on 
the breast and foreneck. These birds change colour a good deal, 
more noticeable when passing into Thibet on their return journey. 
Ring-Plovers on the other hand are well known by the conspicuous 
black colour round the neck. They are birds of small size, 6 to 7 
inches in length. These Ring-plovers are among few of the Charad- 
riinm which remain behind, in the plains to breed. Cantianns and 
Philippensis are frequently seen on banks, and churs of the Runjcet. 

(848) /Egialitis cantianus, Kentish Ring-plover , usually prefers 
sea-side neighbourhoods, nevertheless they find their way far inland, 
keeping much to water-ways in the plains, and bigger rivers in the 
hills. In size it is 6f inches ; wing extent about 14 inches ; plum- 
age, above, is ashy brown ; primaries brown ; tail ashy brown with 
some white showing chiefly on the sides ; upper part of the head 
and nape reddish ; white collar round the neck ; streak of whito 
over the eyes ; white, and a black streak on the forehead ; sides of 
.the head black (lores and ear-coverts) ; beneath the body plumage is 
white, two large patches of black on the breast. 

(849) ^Egialitis Philippensis, Indian Ringed-plover, is perhaps 
not so plentiful in the warm valleys as the last species. In size it is 

inches, wing extent 13| inches ; bill is black and yellowish ; 
irides brown ; orbits yellow ; legs yellow ; plumage, above, is ashy 
brown ; quills brown ; tail, ashy tipped with dark brown, white' 
feathers on the sides ; head white in front bordered with a black 
band, superoilium, lores and part of ear-coverts black ; ring, collar 
of the neck, black and white ; plumage, beneath the body, white. 
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Sub-Family VANELLIN^E (Lapwings) 

Are generally larger in size than plovers ; legs lengthened ; bill 
fairly strong ; most of the species, have a short hind toe ; tail gene- 
rally white with a dark band. 

(851) Vankllus cristatus, Crested Lapwing. Near the dis- 
trict, it is generally found in the Terai, not far from rivers and 
nullahs. This Lapwing is better known, as English Pee-wit. Its 
size is 1 2 inches ; bill black ; irides hazel-brown ; legs dull orange ; 
upper plumage, green with a bronze coloured gloss ; primaries are 
black, a few of which are tipped white ; tail white with a broad 
band ; sides of the head, throat and breast are glossy bluish 
black ; lower parts of the breast, and beneath are white ; chestnut 
on lower tail coverts. 

(852) Chettusia gregaria, Black-sided Lapwing, or the Com- 
mon Peewit, belongs to a genus which has a stronger bill ; head not 
crested. It is rarer in these parts than in some districts in the 
plains. Occasionally two or three show themselves on the banks of 
thu Runjoet. It is migratory in habits, being chiefly a winter visit- 
ant hero. They pass over early in spring, to breed in Thibet and 
Central Asia. They frequently find their way to Europe. Gregaria 
is 13 inches in size ; bill and legs black ; irides dark brown ; plum- 
age, above, is olive brown and grey ; primaries black, secondaries 
white ; tail white with a black band at the tip ; supercilium white ; 
head, above, black, white on the forehead ; narrow band from lores 
black ; sides of the head chestnut ; breast ash brown ; part of abdo- 
men deep black, the rest chestnut ; under tail-coverts white. The 
second group of this family have fleshy wattles and four toes. 

(855) Lobivanellus goensis, lled-wattled Lapwing , is fairly 
plentiful on the banks of Teesta river. “ Did he do it V’ is the 
questioning cry oft repeated, which sounds in your ears, when you 
spy this lapwing, as it runs away from you, when observed on the 
sandy churs ; or as it is seen leisurely folding its wings, as you Pftss 
by, may bo. The question, of course, refers to old covenanting da^js, 
when this lapwing’s forefathers aided the dragoons to hunt down tjjie 
covenanters. In size goensis is 13 inches long ; bill red with a blamt 
tip ; wattles lake red ; irides reddish brown ; legs yellow ; colour is 
glossy black on the head, face, hind neck, throat and breast ; white 
on ear-coverts, sides of neck and nape ; brownish green on t-lje back 
and wiug-coverts ; black on a good part of the quills ; tail white 
having a broad black tip ; beneath, plumage is white. 

III. — HOPLOPTEREdS, shoulders spurred, no hind toe. 
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(857) IIoploptkrus Ventralis, Spur-winged Lapwing , repre- 
sents 3rd group. It has a typical spur on the wings. This is sharp 
pointed and is a serviceable weapon, which aids it in offensive and 
defensive business. One or two flips of the wing and the antagonist 
is fairly driven off. If it has’nt drawn blood, the venturesome one 
is sent off rubbing its sides and smarting under the dagger thrusts it 
has received. Such events, however, are rare, most birds have a 
wholesome respect for ventralis. These long legged Lapwings are 
often seen on the banks of Runjeet river. At times higher up, on 
churs formed by the littlo Runjeet. Ventralis is 12 inches in longth ; 
bill black ; irides brown : legs reddish black. In general appearance, 
a distribution of black and white in most of these lapwings. Ven- 
tralis has a long crest ; glossy black on the head, part of the face 
and throat ; white streak behind the eyes ; back and wing coverts 
ashy ; quills black, with portions of whito showing ; white also on 
some of the wing-coverts ; tail whito, broadly tipped black ; be- 
neath white, with a black line in the centre ; a patch of whito on 
the breast. 

(858) Ksacinje KECl’ RV I ROST R is, Large Sfme-vlorcr, is more 
commonly known as Ganges Lapwing. They .arc not found in the 
district. It has a long sub-curved bill, convex in shape. This 
species is 20 inches in length ; wing expanse 36 inches ; bill tipped 
black, the rest yellowish green ; irides yellow. The prevailing 
colour is brownish grey ; sides of the head black also tail band, 
parts of the wings, more so at the ends, which* take in a few of the 
quills and coverts up to winglets and shoulders : wings and tail 
broadly banded with white ; plumage beneath white. They are 
often found on the sea coast, beside big rivers and on sandy chur 
lands. 


Family II^EMATOrODIDvE (Sea-plovers) 

Are found mostly near the coast and fishing villages near the Sea. 

... .(860) Strepsilas Inteupkes, Turnstone , is a smallish size bird 
when considered among the ordinary run of waders ; being about 
8^ inches long. It has a strong, heavy, looking bill, wings long and 
pointed ; tarsus short. It is not common in Bengal. When met 
with it is usually seen hunting for small crabs and insects. 
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Family GRUIIXdE ( Cranes) 

This family has no representatives in the district or foot of the 
hills. They are winter visitants in the plains. Excepting Sams , 
they pass over the Himalayas to breed. Cranes are well-known birds 
in India. They are readily distinguished by their large size ; long 
necks ; pale grey and white plumage. These birds are allied to 
bustards and plovers. Bill is fairly long, thick and straight ; tarsi 
long ; toes short and strong ; wings, tertiarios long and over hanging. 

(863) Grus Antigone, Sarus Crane. This immense bird is about 
52 inches in length ; wing extent nearly 8 feet ; weighing about 
18 lbs. It is found in Bengal, and other parts of India. Usually 
when alarmed it has a loud trumpet-like call, and a garrulous way 
of skipping about. It gives vent to its feelings by a heel and toe 
step. A sort of Highland-fling is at times indulged in, on the' 
slightest provocation. If you fail to find a Sarus in its native 
elements, you will have but little difficulty in finding a tame species 
if desirous. The plumage of Sarus is pale blue turning to grey in 
colour ; head and neck unfeathered having crimson papillae, with a 
sort of ruffle or mane hanging down from nape to the neck : bill 
light green tipped blown ; irides reddish orange ; legs and feet rose 
coloured with a tinge of red. 

(864) Grits leucooeranus, Larne White Crane , is rare and 

seldom seen. * 

(865) Grus Cinerea. Common Crane of Europe, as it is called 
visits India in the cold weather. 

(866) Anthropoides Virgo, Demoiselle Crane, is a beautiful 
bird found in most parts of India. In size it is 30 inches long ; 
plumage is a fine purplish grey ; quills black : the long drooping 
tertiary feathers are dark slaty ; black on the head and neck, also 
on the long breast plumes ; legs black ; irides ruby red. This bird 
(tomes over from Northern Asia in the cold weather. Anthropoides 
in particular has a light fantastic dance, all its own. usually for the 
gratification of Miss Demoiselle. 


TRIBE LONGIROSTRES. 

Which are made up of the large family Scolopacidte , and Himan- 
topidee with a limited number of species. These are birds with 
lengthened bills, slender and feeble ; wings generally long and 
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pointed ; tail short ; tarsus longish ; toes of fair length, outer and 
middle toes webbed ; hind toe raised and small, absent in a few 
species. They might be considered among the smaller sized birds. 


Family SCOLOPACIDcE 

Comprise, the True Snipe, God wits, Sandpipers, Curlews and 
Stints. Bill long, slender, having a soft sensitive tip in some of the 
groups ; wings and their tertiary feathers lengthened ; tail short ; 
tarsus fairly long ; toes a little webbed. Feathers are more or less 
brown in colour, above, white beneath. They are divided into the 
following Sub-families : — 

I. Scolopacince, True Snipes ; II. Limosirue, Godwits ; III. Numen- 
ince, Curlews ; IV. Tringince Stints ; V. Phalaropince, Coot-footed 
Stints ; VI. Totanince , Sandpipers, Green and Red-shanks. Tringiiur , 
bills short, Nnmeniiue bills curved, Godwits and Avosot Sandpipers 
bills up tilted. Soft at the point in Snipe, Sandpipers etc. hard. 


Sub-Family SCOLOPACINCE ( Snipes ) 

Bill long, sensitive, straight, soft and blunt at the tip ; plumage 
richly marked. 

(867) Soolopax RUST/COLA, Wood-cock, some difficulty will be 
experienced in discovering this bird owing to its seclusive habits. 
Usually it is found in dense unfrequented forests. Wood -cock 
builds its nest at high altitudes. It descends to outskirts of 
Darjeeling, and the district to about 1000 or so feet below, 
when the cold weather approaches. When cry of the Wood-cock is 
heard; you can be sure that winter in Darjeeling, is fairly on. This 
bird differs from snipe in being larger in size, and built on stronger 
lines ; tibia is feathered to the knee ; bill long, thin and soft, blunt 
and sensitive at the tip ; wings long and pointed, 1st (pull the 
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longest ; tail short, composed of 12 soft feathers ; tarsus short and 
strong. Scolapm: is about 15 inches ; wing expanse 25 inches ; 
colour of the plumage is a mixture of chesnut, ash and yellow ochre, 
with zigzag lines and irregular spots of black ; under neck has cross 
bars of brown ; quills barred with black and ferruginous ; tail black ; 
logs livid ; typical Wood-cock feathers must be well-known. These 
birds appear to be seldom at home,” except in their native haunts, 
dark secluded forests, marshy, water-logged, nooks and corners, 
where they are occasionally met with. 

(8(58) Gallinaoo n k.uoiuoola, // wW Snipe, is perhaps more 
difficult to find than Wood cocks, .as it leads a solitary existence, in 
deep forest, recesses. This bird has the tibia bare, a little above the 
knee. iVemoricoli is about 13 inches ; wings broad and soft. They 
are found more readily on swampy lands at a lower elevation. 
Plumage, above, back black, feathers bordered with chesnut ; zigzag 
markings of reddish grey about scapulars, back and wing coverts ; 
quills darkish : tail dark with whitish bars ; breast ash and buff 
faintly barred ; under parts are more whitish ; lower tail coverts 
chesnut ; more or less zigzag lines, streaks, and bars predominate 
over greater parts of the plumage of Wood Snipe. As it is a rare bird 
to meet, this general description will suffice. 

% 

(869) (d.VLMNAOO SOLITAUTA, J fini'.'layun Solitary Snip/’, visits 
our forests in uinte*: descending from higher altitudes in Sikkim 
and the Singalillas. It spends a lonely existence, wherever found, 
social advantages are scrupulously avoided. In habits it is not 
unlike the last two species. When one finds them on rare occasions, 
probing the soft soil, cautiously, with their sensitive bills, they 
remind one of wise treasure hunters. It is no easy matter to find 
their eggs. They usually retiro beyond .Tongri to breed. Occasion- 
ally a single pair or two, at this season of the year, are mot with, in 
secluded corners at a lower altitude, near Sandakphu and Phalut. 
They generally seek shelter in dense forest undergrowth. Soliturui 
is 12-1 inches in length, extent 20 inches: plumage differs a good 
deal. The specimen before me is much darker than usual, as it was 
secured from a high altitude ; upper plumage is snipe like : but more 
spotted and barred chesnut ; bulf stripes on the shoulders ; 
secondaries and tertiaries broadly barred dark brown and rufous ; 
tail dark banded with ashy rufous ; breast olive brown, with white 
and brown bars and white strokes : underparts whitish. The 
chances of meeting the bird, are small, so that more minute details 
in colour of markings, will obviously bo neglected. 

The remaining species of snipe are plentiful in the plains, 
32 
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osiKtcially when brought in for sale in most of the bigger markets in 
Bengal, where they can be distinguished at leisure. 


(870) Gallinauo stenura, Pin-tailed Snipe, will probably 
give some trouble in distinguishing, owing to its similarity to the 
common snipe. In length it is about 10 inches, undor wing-coverts 
are richly barred with dark and white lines, a further distinctive 
feature is, in the possession of a shorter bill, tarsus and feet, and 
difference of tail. In Darjeeling one or two Stenura are occasionally 
found hanging up, for sale, by the corner of fish shops, among a 
batch of snipe and waders. On open marshy country and jeels in 
the plains, they are usually made out by their smaller appearance 
and richly barred wing-coverts. 

(871) Galtanaoo SCOLOPAOINUS, <\mvir.n Snipe, is a trifle 
bigger in size ; they are well-known birds. Scolopacinus is 12 inches ; 
crown and back arc crossed with chesnut and brown bars, having a 
velvety appearance, with yellow ochrous longitudinal streaks ; flanks 
barred, white and dusky ; underparts of the bird are pure white, 
also breast ; tail black with a good portion of the end reddish brown, 
barred black and feathers tipped white. These birds are plentifully 
distributed throughout damp marshy and water-logged districts in 
India. They have to pay a heavy toll to sportsmen and snarers, for 
privilege of passing the winters in the balmy south, before they 
retrace their steps (flight) again, in spring to high and secluded 
retreats in Thibet, and Central Asia, where they are comparatively 
safe to recruit their numbers in peace. 

(x72) Ga l LIN ago Gallintla, The. Jack Snipe, is at times, rarer 
than most of the commoner species of snipe, and is not easily noticed 
as it takes advantage of the smallest cover or tuft of grass to conceal 
itself till a likely marauder has passed by. However, they scorn to 
be more easily found, when hung up for sale in the game stalls, such 
have usually been netted in tho plains. This snipe is made out by 
the greenish and purplish glossed feathers on scapulars and back, and 
a band of yellow from the shoulders to tail. In length it is in- 
ches ; bill bluish tipped with black ; irides brown ; legs and feet 
greenish. 

(873) Rhynch^ea bengalensis, Painted Snipe. These birds 
spread themselves, throughout tho plains, whore they wander about, 
different localities according to season of the year. They do not 
pass over into Thibet, on migratory journeys, like most of tho Snipe 
family, and other birds ol passage ; but remain in the plains. 
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Painted or Ibis-billed Snipe, as it is sometimes called, are found in 
most water-logged lauds and patches of paddy cultivation in Bengal. 
The different specios of Snipe are difficult to separate, as they are 
algrt and strong on the wing. They give but little opportunity for 
field observations, unless, their habits and more typical markings are 
already, acquainted with. A profitable twenty minutes could be 
spent, examining colour of the plumage of, even, much bedraggled 
specimens, hanging up for sale in the market. Female llhynchwa is 
9 2 inehes in length; male 9 inches; bill reddish brown; legs 
greenish. This species is made out by the fine prominent buff 
coloured ocelli, on the outer web of the quills, inner-jveb cross 
barred ; tail olive grey, with rows of buff ocelli. Should it bo 
preferable to make the acquaintance of this Snipe in its live state, 
among the low lying lauds : on the wing it has pecularities of its 
own in flight, which is more laboured than other species and appears 
to tiro sooner; when on the land, it invariably runs a good distance, 
from the spot it has, just alighted on, so tyiat you need not expect to- 
find it, where you have so carefully marked if. down in your mind’s 
eye. This Snipe appears to have, more confidence on its legs, than 
trusting itself to jerky flights in the air. When first set tip, it flies 
not unlike a quail, with wings and tail ridged and convex curved, 
more so the former, much like some of our game-birds, partridges, 
etc. Some of the migratory Snipe, remain, on this side of the 
passes to breed : but always at high elevations, not infrequently, near 
the snows. 

* 

t 

The God wits have lengthened bills, and are allied to the Snipes. 
The hill has a slight uptilt or tip tilt, nearer the point. They .arc 
more sonibro in attire : legs are longer than snipe ; feet partially 
webbed ; wings long. 

(S74) MACUOKAMl'lirs SEMI TAUM ATI's, Snipe-hilled God wit, owing 
to its resemblance to the last group it is sometimes taken for a 
Snipe. There is considerable difference in plumage, and in other 
points which cannot he hastily overlooked. In size it is 13 inches; 
bill dusky ; irides brown ; legs bluish green ; legs lengthened ; 
plumago above is ashy brown, feathers with light margins ; neck and 
breast whitish, with darkish zigzag lines ; flanks and lower tail- 
coverts barred, rest of tho lower parts are white ; tail with black 
and white hands. Knipc-billed God wit is somewhat rare, as it 
usually prefers to remain in Northern and Central Asia. 

• 

(875) Limoka -Kuoi 'K.rn A I. A, Sni'ill Gudtnf, is plentiful enough 
in the cold weather. Their whistling call i.- often heard, when, 
near n jeel or huger expanse of water, partially surrounded by reeds 
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and rushes, and a shore full of quagmires. You can generally make 
them out by their long bills, which are sub-curved, near the tip, of 
orange reddish colour at the base, above ; lower back white ; quills 
dark, with white at the upper end : greater eovorfs are edged whites ; 
upper portion of the tail white, remainder black ; under plumage, 
neck and breast are whitish. 

(<^76) Tkkkkia ClNEltKA, *1 run t /Sandpiper, brings us nearer 
“ home” (Darjeeling). It can without much difficulty be made out, 
usually feeding or quietly resting on Sandy shores of the Teesta and 
Great Kunjeet. It is a small sized bird, about !> inches in length ; 
its bill is long, slender and recurved in shape found in Avosets. In 
appearance and habits it is dainty looking ; plumage, is bluish ash, 
with dark streaks : cheeks white with ashy spots : wings and 
shoulders dark brown : lower parts of the body are white ; legs and 
hill orange yellow, darker in colour towards end of the bill ; tarsus 
fairly short : front toe partially webbed. 

(S7S) N I'M ENll s MI. icon’s, l! hintbn l, is commonly called '‘Wood- 
cock of India.” It is gregarious and found in flocks, near Jhils, 
Lakes and marshy Nullahs. It usually arrives in the country from 
its home in Northern altitudes, about middle of September. In 
size it is about 17 inches ; plumage above, is dark brown, feathers 
arc edged pale on the back and wing coverts ; lower back and rump 
white, the latter with lines of brown : tail brown with cross bars ; 
under tail-coverts and body beneath white ; flanks barred ; head 
ashy coloured, with pale-streaks. Its streaked appearance of colour, 
and well flavored flesh, makes it a good substitute for Wood-cock. 

(*79) InmoniiYNciirs Ktiutiikksi, Hd-billd Curio- can, 
generally, be found without much trouble on the banks of Little and 
(treat Kunjeet, or on wide sandy churs of the Teesta. The wings 
of this bird are long : tertiary feathers also lengthened, similar to 
what was noticed in Lapwings, is says Hodgson. “ A curlew with 
short legs and feet of a plover,” or as Gould says “ feet are like 
those of llrrumhrpn s (Oyster-Catcher) and its lull that of an Ibis.” 
Both these remarks give a fair idea of this species. In size 1 (>£ 
inches. Tbidorhyncfnir , has a well curved bill, long and slender, 
upper mandible grooved : wings long ; tail short ; tarsus short and 
strong ; no hind toe : bill deep crimson ; irides red ; legs bright red. 
This bird is found chiefly on the Himalayas. 

The next few birds, Ruffs, Knots, Curlew Stints, Dunlins, 
Nunderlings etc. arc common and plentiful in the plains ; seldom or 
ever come near the district. 
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(iS'J 1) A orris (.LAKKoiiA, Spolh (l Sandpiper, is often met with 
on the hanks of our bigger hill rivers. In size, about 9 inches. It 
has a longish bill, straight and slender ; tail lengthened, toes longish. 
Those small birds keep much to themselves, and are usually found 
singly. They can run nimbly along sandy and shingly shores of 
rivers, with great ease and elegance. Sandpipers are natty little 
birds, carry themselves lightly and gracefully. They usually seek out 
marshy damp spots. Most of the Sandpipers change colour a good 
deal, according to season of the year. They arc 'found with greater 
facility in winter, when colour of the Spotted Sandpiper is dark 
brown, with white and greyish spots : on the back, head and wings 
bi own, white about the sides of the head ; upper tail coverts white ; 
tail striped black and white : breast dull white, with streaks 
and spots of brown ; underparts white, Hanks barred with brown. 

(S99) KE(U'HVIkostka Avooetta, si coset, is the next bird likely 
to be nu t with, more readily in the district. On the whole it is 
fairly uncommon, though they are seen beside the bigger rivers, on 
swampy ground chiefly ; occasionally on high altitudes. This Avoset 
is IS inches in length. Its bill is very long, typically curved, thin, 
rather flexible, concave in shape, well turned up at the tip; wings 
long and pointed ; tarsus long and slender ; toes webbed ; hallux 
(hind toe) minute. Colour, black predominates, above, ai.d pure 
white beneath the body ; head, upper neck, back, lesser wing coverts 
and primaries are. deep black ; the remaining portions of the bird are 
white. In winter they are occasionally founds on the banks of 
Teesta or swimming about in the more peaceful eddies. The bill is 
black : i rides red brown ; legs bluish. 


Kc n-K a mii.y PA Kill N vK 

We will have to turn our attention to the Terai for the two 
species represented in this group : — .Tacanas. These birds are made 
out without much ditliculty. They form a curious class of Water- 
birds, which frequent .Thils, pools or ponds of more or less stagnant 
water, lakes and marshes where broad leafed aquatic plants, water 
lilies etc. luxuriate ; o\er which the Jacana finds a secure foothold. 
These birds are of moderate size, with typically very long feet and 
claws ; hind toe also very long, which aids them to run with ease on 
the broad floating plants on surface of the water. 

(900) Mktopidius indices, llron.c vyivyed Jacuwt, is frequently 
seen, in stagnant pools in the Terai. One. might have mistaken it 
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for a Water-hen, if it had not skimmed daintily over the surface of a 
pond, with such ease ; planting its long toes comfortably on so in- 
secure footholds, as broad round leaves would allow. Lotus l>eing 
more readily selected, which barely gives under the weight of its 
body. These birds breed in India. I h^ive occasionally soon* the hen 
sitting quite unconcernedly on her floating nest of weeds and rushes, 
in a quiet secluded corner of a wide partially stagnant nullah in the 
Torai. Eggs of Jacana are beautifully marked with dark wavy lines. 
The female is 12 inches in length ; male about two inches shorter. 
Bill is stout, compressed and thick ; forehead with lappets of skin ; 
tail short ; wings fairly short 2nd and .3rd quills longest ; tarsus 
long ; toes very long and thin ; claws long and pointed. Typical 
bronzed coloured wings of this secies makes it comparatively easy 
to distinguish. 

(901) IIydiioi’H Asian t's cHiRUKuus, Pheamni-tailcd Jacann, is 
not so common in the Torai as the former species. They are seldom 
met with near foot of the hills. Male is about IS inches, 10 inches 
of which is the tail, so that it is not a particularly big bird. Long 
pheasant-like tail, which gives it a Game-bird appearance, helps to 
make out this species. In habits it is similar to inc/opiitiua ivdicus. 
Its eggs are not so prettily marked, being an uniform bronze colour, 
bright and glossy. Call of this bird is loud and striking, a sort of 
■pm hoo. Jacanas feed much on shells and water-insects, occasionally 
on tender shoots of water plants. Its bill differs from the last 
species, being slender and lacking lappets on the forehead ; also in a 
few other points in structure. 


Family KALLI1L-E 

Two groups included in this family, perhaps we might say three 
Coots, Water-hens (Water-fowls) and Rails, are birds which must be 
well known to all. They have a, partially, Game-bird appearance, 
head is small ; neck short body differs slightly, being more com- 
pressed iri shape ; bill wedge shaped, compressed and pointed ; logs 
strong ; tarsus fairly short. In the Coots, feet arc long and webbed. 

(902) PoRRHYRio poliockph alls, Purple Coot. This species 
has a very strong, thick, compressed, conical bill, with a peculiar 
looking casque, on top of the head ; gonys descending ; tail short ; 
tarsus strong ; toes long and bordered in a typical manner, by a 
narrowlsh web, a structure of web [Kjculiar to Coots, and, perhaps, 
re | mated again in a more exaggerated form, in Grebes. This specie,-, 
is found in most places in the, plains, among reeds and rushes on 
marshy ground. I have seen both Purple, and Iiald Cool on the 
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Singalillas. The former on one or two occasions among reeds and 
grasses on the drying up, once biggish lake at Tongloo. In size this 
Coot is 18 inches ; bill and casque red ; irides and legs brick red ; 
plumage of this species is a greyish purple on hind neck, back and 
upper tail-coverts ; wing-coverts pale blue ; quills dull blue ; tail 
black with bluish upper edgings to the feathers ; under parts are 
blue chiefly about the lower neck ard breast purplish about sides 
of the body ; under tail-coverts white ; Poliocephalti* has a loud call, 
and its flight is labored. It does not fly far, usually drops or dives 
down in the rushes again. It slips through the vegetation, about 
the place — more aquatic plants — with remarkable ease, unimpeded by 
tho tangle labyrinth. 

(903) Fitlica atra, 1 laid Cool , is a little smaller in size, tarsus 
moderately long ; toes long, having much wider lobed membrane 
than Purple Coot, which aids it not a little whilst paddling about 
the jeels or diving, with equal facility. Bill is shorter and thick, 
upper mandible compressed and deflected, at base of which, is a 
horny shiold like protuberance, on the forehead ; wing short, concave 
2nd and 3rd quills longest ; tail short and apologetic ; tarsus 
compressed ; toes very long with wide lobes ; claws curved and 
sharp ; plumage soft and closely feathered, which like most “ water- 
birds ” aid it together with the fatty substance, to keep out the 
water. Coots’ nests aro usually, floating on surface of the water. 
In the same precarious position, as Jacanas, occasionally, indulge in. 
Eggs are nieoly marked with red and dark brown spots on a greyish 
red ground colour. 

Doubtlessly Water-hons are well known to you, for they differ 
but little in habits from tho species found in Europe. These birds 
together with the Rails, though common in the plains, are not met 
with on tho Himalayas, they are found on marshy places, whore they 
foed chiefly on larvte, water insects, and grain, occasionally leading a 
fairly solitary oxistance. Some of the groups of species pass over 
into Northern and Central Asia. 

(913) Rallvs striatum, Hhie-foeatfvd Hail, usually retire to 
breed on Sub-Himalayan districts. In appearance their bodies are 
compressed looking ; bills are longer than Coots and Water-birds as a 
whole, slender and straight, a little bent at the tip ; it has a small 
spur on the shoulders ; forehead feathers are spiny, titriatus is 10A 
inches in size ; bill and legs are greenish ; irides red ; dark chesnut, 
on the head and upper neck ; general appearance of the plumage, 
above, is olive, with narrow black and white bars ; beneath’, bluish 
in colour, more prominont on the fore-neck and breast, the remaining 
underpants are dull olive with white bands. 
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TRIBE CULTPJROSTRES. 

Family CICONIDvE 

This group takes in the Storks, Herons and Ibises, which go to 
make up a typical class of birds, with thick, stout, pointed bills, 
elongated tarsus ; tail short ; wings strong. Those birds introduce 
up to tho second of the two main divisions, ( t alia fores . were, naturally 
(by nature) divided into. This latter group, the young are born 
helpless and callow. They are dependent upon the parental care 
and attention, till able to leave their nests. A state, different to 
Game-birds, and the group we have been just considering. These 
birds when full grown acquire a rather, stately walk and bearing. 
Perhaps, their careful bringing up, and home surroundings, have 
made them a bit exclusive and “ uppish ” ! who knows. It is 
certainly not mummie s fault if they turn out “ hnrum scarums.” 
Their long legs, however, generally appear, ungainly, and give the 
bigger members of this tribe of CnJfri /wires a look as if they were 
preparing to kick the first prospective enemy or adversary, or bore a 
grudge against all two legged beings. As might be expected, these 
birds are equally at home on the ground or wading in the water. 
Stork’s bill is large in size, stout and thick ; Heron, on the other 
hand, has a slender and pointed bill ; Ibis, more a curved bill. The 
first two birds differ a good deal from each other, the former in size 
and form, the two inner toes being webbed. Storks are well adapted 
to stand on one leg, an accomplishment found, though perhaps not 
so noticeable, in most birds. To rest or sleep on one leg, is an 
attainment, we poor mortals cannot indulge in, we find it no easy 
matter to sleep on the bough of a tree, without getting a sudden 
shock to the whole nervous system, by pitching forward in a most 
unenviable manner. 

(915) Lkptoptilvs a koala, Giyuutic Stork, or Adjutant, as it is 
sometimes called, can easily be made out from herons by their large 
awkward forms and stout bills, also from the practice it. has, of 
resting, chiefly, on one leg. This Giant Stork is fully (50 inches, 
5 feet in length, and could be Goliath of tin; Indian birds, though 
this particular honor has been conferred on the big Heron (92 1 ) 
who is doubtlessly a giant among Herons, though lie scarcely comes 
up to 60 inches in length. Gigantic Stork may he seen, feeding or 
reclining on the bank of the Runjcct river. It possess a noticeable 
l»oueh vm the foreneck, which hangs some 16 inches down, which is 
an accessory to the respiratory system. Bill is largo, stout, thick 
and long ; wings long .3rd and 4th quills the longest ; tail short : 
tarsus protected hy thiekish scales, feet with narrow' web ; claws 
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blunt. These birds are found in most parts of India. They are 
migratory in their habits, and mix freely among scavengers, in the 
form of vultures, kitos and crows, in and about Calcutta, where 
they dispute for the possession of garbage cast out chiefly at the 
Salt Lakes. I would not recommend a close investigation into the 
general menu or bill-of-faro of these birds. 

(920) Ciconia leucocepii A LA, White-necked Stork , is a different 
kind of bird to the latter species, in habits and general characteristics. 
It is found throughout the plains, in places, where most of the 
Waders congrogate, on marshes and Jhils. These birds feed princi- 
pally on water insects, crabs and batrachia (frogs etc.). It is called 
* beef-steak bird ” by sportsmen, in India, on account of the big succu- 
lent slice of flesh, which can be got off breast of the bird, in its roasted 
state. White-necked Stork is about 36 inches in length, wing 
expanse 6tt inches ; plumage in black, with a purplish gloss, 
excepting the head, neck and tail, which are white ; it has a greenish 
gloss on upper tail coverts and quills ; bill has a reddish tinge ; 
iridos red ; face unfeathered ; a bluish patch behind the ears. This 
Stork is sometimes found in the district. In the cold weather they 
have been seen passing north-ward over Sivoke. 

(921) Ardea goliath, Giant Heron. The Herons when com- 
pared with Storks have, typically, more slender and sharp bills, tips 
of which are pointer!. They have long legs and necks ; outer toes 
arc webbed ; the heat! has a long crest, which hangs down the back. 
In size Goliath is not quite 5 feet in length : bill dusky, tip greenish ; 
i rides yellow ; orbitu skin greenish ; legs blackish. It stands about 
•1 feet ofr the ground ; colour, above, is bluish grey ; crest is short, 
dark brown in colour ; neck chesnut ; lower parts dark chesnut 
brown. Giant Heron, though a rarish bird in India, is met occasion- 
ally, on banks of big rivers in the district, at times, as far up as 
Great and Small "Runjoets. 

(924) Audea pit hit he, a, Purple Heron. This is another species 
likely to bo met. with at. a low elevation, in places where water-birds 
arc usually found. In the plains it is fairly common, and seems to 
prefer, as a rule, well sheltered places amongst reeds and rice fields, 
where they also generally select their breeding places in spring. 
Purpurea is alxmt 40 inches in length ; plumage, above, is reddish 
ash on the back, wings and tail ; scapulary feathers are long, purple 
in colour ; breast and flanks brownish red ; foreneck purple, also 
the long upper breast feathers ; crest black, tingod with green ; sides 
of the head reddish brown, with black stripes on the breast, which 
gives this bird a snake-like appearance, when it lifts its head among 
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the vegetation it is feeding amongst The inquisitive look and 
peculiar colour of these birds produce quite a startling affect, when 
one meets them in out-of-the-way places, and your thoughts are none 
too cheery of falling in, with a Cobra or two unawares. 

(927) Hekodias garzetta, Little Egret, is to be found near foot 
of the hills in tho district. These birds aro plentiful in most places 
in tho plains, and build their nests on trees. Long narrow feathers 
which go to form the crest of this bird, aro found in the breeding 
season, after this period they drop off, togethor with lengthened 
dorsal and pectoral, auxiliary, feathers. In winter the Egret prcsonts 
a different appearance. Garzetta, is 24 inches. In colour generally, 
of the feathers, it differs much according to season of the year. The 
breeding plumage is white. Bill black ; greenish yellow on the 
orbits ; legs black ; toes yellow. 

(930) Akdeola i.Ki’COi*TER.\, Pond Ih rov, is well known, under 
the popular name of “ the Paddy Bird,” or “ Blind heron ” among 
Indians, owing to its tame unsuspecting habits. In length is£ 
inches ; bill partly blue, tip black ; orbits greenish yellow ; iridcs 
yellow ; legs and feet greenish ; breeding plumage is white on the 
wings, lower back (rump), and upper tail coverts, tail and underparts 
of the bird ; above, crest of white plumes ; head and neck greyish 
yellow ; back dark maroon. Tin; name “ Paddy Bird ” signifies its 
partiality for paddy (rice) fields, where it is generally found. It feeds 
chiefly on crabs, fish, frogs and aquatic insects. 

(932) Ardetta FLAVIOOLLIS, Black Bittern. Hero wo have a 
different class of bird. Bill like Egrets, slender and straight ; tarsus 
stbut ; neck feathers long, liko true Bitterns. This species has black 
plumage ; bill bright reddish brown ; cere bright purple. Flaricollu 
is about 24 inches in size. It is a handsome looking bird, not 
common in the plains and not frequently met with in the hills. 
Though its booming, somewhat, drum like sound, call can often be 
heard as dusk of evening approaches, for this bittern has marked, 
nocturnal habits. It is generally found or hoard near the Groat 
Rutijcet river. Where perchance, may find you, spending the night 
in a lonely out-of-the-way, bungalow, not far from the junction of 
Runjcot and Toesta rivers. About whore, I, on one occasion pitched 
my tent. An oppressive stillness closed around, with the fast ap- 
proach of night. The calls of wild animals in donse, dark forests, 
above the -gorge, and slopes of tho hill (Goke spur) aro heard, now 
and again, followed by tho drum-like sound of the Black Bittern. 
It makes one think, at first, of tho likeness, to tho sound proceeding * 
from a Thibetan monastry on tho distant hill, or a “ Jhankri ” aiding 
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the primitive folk, in the solitary hute» ^ — z--^ 

hill side, to drive evil spirits away. At men WW 
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scarce discovered the sound to be, of this lonely 
ory sounds weird ; when the barking deers hoarse 
the glen ; gets answered by the doe on the farther — ■* 
a leopard or a jwtnthor snarls at its own shadow ; whW ^ 
of the wolf is heard, but a stone’s throw, away. These nrai ' wojwg 
dense undergrowth jungle, roods and the long grass which nlll 
vise for thatching pur {loses. Colour of this Bittern s plumage chaiipSf 
a good deal, like most of the birds belonging to ArdeUltf family. 
In spring the feathers are .ashy block, the long neck feathers are 
reddish brown tipped with black, as we noticed when examining 
Purple heron, the long strips on either side of the nock, you will 
find similar markings in this bird, only of a golden yellow colour ; 
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hunting will not rouse them from their siesta, for they turn their 
nights into day and avoid the bright sunshine with jternicious 
loathing. The remaining sjK'eies of this family are not found in 
the district. 


Family TANTALISE 

Comprise the third grctip of tin’s interesting tribe, Cultriroxtrc* 
were divided into. Though none of this family are found in the 
district wo cannnot overlook the. Ihis. They differ from storks and 
herons. Their beaks are more or loss curved. Bill is long and 
rounded ; half the tibia is unfeathcrcd ; legs and toes long ; front toes 
arc webbed. 

(938) Tantalus leucocemialus, PeJican-Tbis , is a well known 
bird in India, more so perhaps, as it is often met with, quiet and 
domesticated in homes and gardens, chiefly in the plains. These 
birds, at one time, convoyed an idea of ease, opulence and wealth of 
its owner, whose well kept lawns and prim surroundings, in which, 
the Ihis, stalked about with much grace and dignity. Such quiet 
scones are giving placo to tho motor car and flourish of trumpets. 
In size this Ibis is 42 inches; wing expanse about 6 feet; bill yellow; 
plumage is moro or loss white ; wings, tertiary fcathors with a 
rosoato tinge, a dark band near the end ; lesser and middle coverts 
greon and glossy, with white edges, greater coverts arc white, 
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(939) Platalea LEUCORODi A, Spoon-Bill , is moro plentiful than 
the formor birds. It is seen in the plains, In Bengal these birds 
frequent more marshy parts, or thoy are seen in flocks feeding on 
the land or collected together on the trees, near by a wide expanse 
of water. On these troos they usually build their nests in crowded 
colonies, with other species of Water-birds. The name Spoon-bill is 
obvious, owing to its curiously formed bill, which is spoon shaped, 
long, very brood, depressed and thin, dilated and rounded at the 
oxtremity. The forehead is nude ; tarsus long and reticulated ; on 
the head it has a long hanging crest : front toes are united by a 
web. A side view of this bird from a distance will not always help 
one, to recognise it, by the unique looking bill ; colour of its plumage 
aids, one, not a little. In size it is 35 inches ; bill black with wavy 
lines of yellow. Exposed skin of the face etc. is orange yellow. It 
has a buff yellow patch on upper breast ; same colour, a short way 
along sides of the back, otherwise the bird is pure white. These 
Spoon-bills are usually found in groups of fives or sixes feeding in or 
by the side of rivers, lakes etc. in the plains, and paddling in search 
of small fish, aquatic insects, snails, frogs and molluscs. They are 
often seen in company with other species, Shell Ibises in particular, 
which birds generally accompany them on their migratory journeys. 
Some of these mixed Hocks have been observed passing over into 
Thibet and Central Asia. Whilst on the other hand numbers of 
Spoon-bills remain behind, and build their nests on lofty trees, near 
swamps and lakes in the plains. You will occasionally find a tall 
clump of shady tamerind trees, at the outskirts of a village, near 
a large expanse of water, which is crowded at the breeding season 
with nests of herons, egrets, cormorants and a few spoon-bills. The 
eggs are typically elongated oval, pointed at one end, of a chalky 
white colour, tinged with yellow, a few of the eggs are marked with 
blackish streaks and blotches. 

(940) AnastOMVS OSCITAN's, Shnl l [hi--, is the boon companion 
of the Spoon-bill. This species is plentiful about the marshes and 
water-ways in Bengal. They roost at night, also at midday, in the 
warmer months, on tall leafy trees, usually at no great distance from 
water. The Shell Ibis is about 30 inches in length. The colour of 
this bird varies a good deal. Generally their plumage is pale ashy- 
grey, with a reddish tinge on the hear! and neck ; wings, scapulars 
and tail are black ; but birds displaying more, pure white are 
frequently seen. As the name implies this Ibis feeds on snails and 
the like. It secures the large Ampnllaria (common in tho plains), 
holds it with its feet ; slices clean off the operculum, then with a few 
turns and twists draws out with its bill the captured snail, from its 
shell, much the same way, as wc would suck a marrow bone. It is 
not so long ago, in backward native states, the cruel practice was 
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indulged in, of sewing up the eyes of these unfortunate and timid 
birds. In this state they were reserved for a day’s royal sport, 
when they were let loso, one at a time ; trained Peregrine falcons 
sent after them. On the occasion I witnessed this “ sport,” the 
odds were on the side of the powerful and tenacious peregrine — 
perhaps just as well, for ono hardly likes to think what cruel 
fate awaited escaped Shell Ibis, with both its eyes securely 
stitched up. 

The Shell Ibis .is not always successful in getting enough, snail 
shells to appease its appetite, consequently like its friend the spoon- 
bill, it falls back on small lish and frogs. They breed on lofty trees, 
in big colonies, in the plains, according <fco the dimentions of the 
tree tops, along with many othei waders etc. Nviht-llcrona, llhcl: 
f hisrs and Whistling-teals. 



NATATORES. 


This brings us to the 6th and last Natural Order, we find birds 
divided into. Those are swimming birds, which have well webbed 
feet, and legs having a backward position on the body, with plumage 
thick and close, feathers impervious to water, being impregnated 
with an oily substance, which helps to keep the skin of body dry, 
in spite of their general aquatic habits. 

These birds arc divided into two main groups like Grtillaiorex 
according to their state at birth. 

(1) A ( AntopJuiffons) young capable of looking after thoniselvcs, 
and follow parent at birth. 

I. Anatidiv — Ducks. 

II. Meryilores — Loons and Grebes. 

III. J'ayafores — Gulls and Petrels. 

(2) IJ ( J/rfcrofihayous) young requiring special care and attention 
of the parents. 

IV. PUcntorr, s — Cormorants and Pelicans. 

V. Urinaton — Auks and Penguins. 


TRIBE LAMELLIROSTRKS. 
I. Ghoit A — ANATIP/E (Ducks) 

Comprise of the following Families : — 


I. 

PIKENICOPTERI1LE 

. . . Flamingos. 

II. 

CYGNIP^E ... 

... Swans, long necks, legs 
short. 

III. 

• 

ANSERID/E. 

. . . Geese etc. (legs more 
forward than last). 

IV. 

ANATIIVE ... 

Ducks (legs short and 
placed far l»ack. 

V. 

MERG1IVE 

Mergansers, bill toothed. 



( 215 ) 


They have thick, depressed bills, broad, tip horny, edges 
with thin horny lamella), which aids the bird to retain, what food it 
has secured, whilst getting rid of puddle and water it has drawn up 
into its beak ; dertrum : the horny tip of bill, is hard and solid, 
generally coloured, differently to the bill. It is a sort of nail, to 
protect the soft sonsative beak from injury. Most of the species, 
belonging to this tribe migrate to Central Asia and lakes in Thibet. 


I. PHXEN ICOPTERULE (Flamingos) 

Are birds with very long necks and legs, and bills longish which 
arc turned or twisted downwards in appearance. 

(944) Piuknicoptekus ROseus, Flamingo. These beautiful 
and graceful birds arc not always found in their haunts, beside 
big rivers, and lakes, in the plains. They are more abundant in 
Madras Presidency, and Central India. Flamingos are, comparatively, 
easily tamed. It appears to quite adapt itself to its new surround- 
ings, and will not readily exchango, the better social status, it has 
been given, for all the Molluscs and Crustacea found in Chilka 
Lake, or big estuaries, and water-ways in India. So that if you 
have no opportunity of visiting these localities, you will doubtlessly 
cross the path of a tame flamingo. Occasionally these birds are 
found far inland. When reposing on quiet and peaceful, broad 
expanse of water, they are easily alarmed, and soon take wing, with 
loud trumpet-liko calls. There are various species of Flamingos, 
rvsens is commonly found in India. In size it is 52 inches ; bill rose 
coloured tipped black ; irides golden yellow ; legs and feet pale red 
with a rose tint ; plumage is a pretty roseate white ; darker and 
richer in colour on the head, back and tail ; wings white on some of 
the coverts and secondary quills ; primary coverts anti tertiaries are 
fine rosy rod ; remaining quills (primary otc.) are black. 

As none of the II Family Cygnidoo (Swans) are found in the 
district, or in the plains, we shall turn our attention to III division 
of Lamellirostrc*. 


III. Family ANSEKI1LE (Geese) 

Which have moderate sized bills, which arc a bit wedge shaped 
in appearance ; legs longish, having a more forward position on the 
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body. Anscrido* are found, divided up into tlic following 
Sub-Families : — 

I. Anserine — T rue Geese. 

II. CEUEorsiN^E — Now Holland Geese. 

III. Pekctroptepmn.e — Spurred Geeso. 

• IV. Nettai'oiun.k- Anserine Teal. 

V. Tadornin.e — Sheldrakes etc. 


1. Sri!- Family ANSERIN.E (True Gw) 

Short, conic bill, high at the base, coincx in shape, lamella* 
exposed ; tarsus thick ; legs, nearly, central position on the body ; 
tibia feathered ; neck long ; body heavy, head smnlL These birds 
associate in flocks. Their migratory journeys arc with clock-work 
regularity, to breed on high altitudes. They pass over the district 
in great numbers, to tho far Thibetan lakes, a few «i>ecies remain 
behind, and breed in the plains. 

(9ir>) Anker Ci nek Hi's, firry Goose, visits the Northern parts 
of India, in winter, and is known as common) wild goose or Grey 
lag Goose, origin of our domestic goose. They fly over the district, 
high up, on their way to their happy hunting grounds on Thibetan 
lakes and marshes to breed and seldom or ever alight, whilst on 
their northern journey, which is generally accomplished as dusk of 
evening is setting in. Vast flocks of these geese, pass over, with 
their heads pointing due north, in long straight lines, rank behind 
rank, as though they were well drilled battalions. Grey geese are 
generally in long single lines, a sort of “ half right turn ” -a wedgo 
shape. Occasionally the formation alters, and you can distinctly 
hear their cheerful hoarse, quonl', qnonk. Often three or more com- 
panies, at accurately marked distances apart, follow at intervals in 
quick succession. I often think, that, we in India are not half 
thankful enough, to the lamas and inhabitants of Thibet for guarding 
so effectually, their sacred trust, as these battalions of water-birds 
represent- — waders etc. — pour into the hospitable highlands of 
Thibet from the decimating plains of India. What would have been 
the results of the sport-man's enormous bags, at Chilka Lake, or 
Chullan Becl, and other parts of the country ; or the netters’ 
well stocked Calcutta and other markets, had it not been for the 
teaching of Bakya Muni of old, demanding undisputed protection in 
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Thibet for Geese, Ducks, Teals, Snipe and a countless number of 
other birds, which offer sport to sportsmen ; a savory dish to the 
eater ; or interesting and pleasant associations for those who have a 
friendly disposition for creatures great and small. As our eyes and 
ears, on bright moonlight nights, or in the still perceptible light of * 
evenings in spring, catch the merry, joyous, homeward bound 
pilgrims of the night, who can read our thoughts 1 We can but 
vaguely express in words that awe and reverence to the Creator, who 
has given these birds a safe haven of rest in that “ closed land,” 
where we can learn so little of their nidification. With what different 
feelings do we view these merry, shouting or whistling battalions 
hastening to the balmy east, or rather south, for as they pass over 
Darjeeling their course invariably is due south ; to more congenial 
winters, in the plains of India, when the snows have already 
whitened the lofty passes, over which they have had to cross. The 
feelings in most of us are, that, the stifling and humid heat of the 
plains is over ; that an ideal winter has set in ; but there are other 
feelings also ; that the guns must be got ready to try to break 
another record, and that the shikaries go out to hunt up good likely 
places, and observe the night before, where new arrivals have settled. 
The Grey lag Goose must make merry, many a Christmas party, of 
peace on earth and good will towards men. The common wild goose, 
must Ih) well known to all. In size it is large, about 31 inches ; 
bill, high at the base ; lamellae, tooth-like ; toes longish ; claws short 
and curved ; neck of fair length ; back, head, neck and most of the 
wing coverts, reddish brown, feathers white greyish edges ; bluish 
grey on upper portions of the primaries and lesser wing-coverts, 
rest of the primaries and secondaries are black ; rump and sides of 
upper tail-coverts are white ; tail brown and white on the sides ; 
breast greyish-white with wavy bars ; under tail-coverts white : the 
remaining and lower parts of the body white ; bill orange red, tip 
light in colour ; irides brown ; legs red. 

(946) Anker brachyriiynchun, Pink-footed Goose, is not likely 
to be met with either near or passing over the district. Together 
with Dwarf, White-fronted, and the Barred-headed Goose, are winter 
visitants in the plains and keep much to dryer portions of the 
country, towards the north-west. 

(950) Sarkidiornis MEI.ANONOTUS, P>lack-lxicked Goose, though 
fairly rare in Bengal, it is moro frequently met with in other parts, 
chiefly Central and Western India. This is Comb-duck of sportsmen 
or bettor known as Nukta, owing to fleshy protulierance on the 
culmon (upper mandible), this comb is about 2 inches in height, 
giving the duck an uncommon appearance. Male about 34 inches 

34 
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in length ; upper back and scapulary foathers are black, with a 
purple gloss, more dusky on lower back ; head and neck white 
spotted with black ; upper tail and wing-coverts glossy green ; quills 
and tail black ; lower parts are white. This goose builds in India. 
Mukta, like the true geese, feeds much on vegetation found near 
their haunts, and are fond of cropping green grass or tonder 
paddy shoots. 

(951) Nettapi’S Coromandelianus, JFhite-bodied Goose-Teal , 
otherwise known as “ Cotton Teal ” or Goslet is found in most parts 
of the plains. They are frequently mdt with in Bongal, paddling 
about, heels and tanks. Portions which are hidden away, secluded 
by reeds and rushes, seem to suit their tastes. These birds are 
strong on the wing, and have a peculiar call, generally hoard at dawn. 
A few of the leading markings and colours will considerably aid in 
distinguishing this pretty goslet. It is about 14 inches in size ; bill 
black ; irides crimson ; legs greenish yellow ; wing-coverts green ; 
lower tail-coverts ash ; tail brown ; primary quills black, with a 
glossy green ; a large white patch on the wings ; secondaries tipped 
white ; white also on part o i the head, neck and under parts ; top 
of the head black ; back and wings, have a rich purple gloss, so that 
general appearance, above, is green, and below, or underparts of the 
bird are white. These birds breed in the plains, on biggish trees, 
by the side of their usual haunts or sometimes on old disusod 
buildings, from whence they fly down to the sheet of calm water, 
usually, not far off. 

(952) Dendrocyona anvsuree, irhistling-Teal. This well 
known bird you will doubtlessly notice is placed between, geese and 
the ducks, owing to their similarity in structure, habits ote. to 
both these groups. True Teal are smaller in size. Whistling-Teal 
are plentiful in most parts of the country. In size awsnree is 18 
inches in length. Typically its bill is large and lengthened ; wings 
short, broad and rounded, secondaries long ; tarsus long and stout ; 
feet large ; hind toe longish. It is called Harrili hans in Bengal. 
Like the last named, it is a permanent resident in the plains. Its 
flight is slow and heavy, and it utters whistling-Iiko calls on the 
wing, occasionally whilst resting on the surface of the water, usually, 
at dawn. 

(953) Dendrocyona major, Large Whistling- Teal, is a rarer 
bird in Bongal than awsnree. In size it is about 21 inches ; bill, 
legs and feet are plumbeous in colour ; irides brown ; orbits pale 
bluish ; upper portion of the back is brown, feathers edged chesnut ; 
lower back is black ; lesser wing-coverts dark maroonc ; the remain- 
ing coverts are black ; head, nock and lower plumage are chesnut. 



( 219 ) 


Genus . Casarca, bill moderate in size, nail large, lamellae 
slender : wings long ; tail short ; tarsus stout : toes long : hind toe 
lobed. 

(954) Casarca rutila, Ruddy Sheldrake , or “Brahminy Duck” as 
it is commonly called, breeds beside large lakes in Thibet. I saw them 
early in spring paddling about, the cold waters at Shumpu, lake near 
the snows, beyond Jorigri, or Tringbrum, in north Sikkim. There 
is a likelihood that a few of these birds, along with some of the 
other species of water-birds breed, in this locality, in preference to 
contimiing their journey over the passes into Thibet. This Shal- 
drako is better known as Chakwa, Chakwi, the name being taken, 
from a modified part of the long conversation, the drake and its 
pair, appear to carry on, during the long moon-light nights, from 
different corners of the jhil, on which they are spending their winter 
retreat ; or the somowhat anxious months, prior to their homeward 
flight. These ducks are natty looking birds, when observed either 
on the surface of the water, or on the shore. Male is readily made 
out by its glossy black collar. A closer examination of Ruddy 
Sheldrake shows nicoly tinted, and a general prevailing colour of 
orange and yollow ; back is orange brown ; head of the drake is 
ochreous ; yellow with greyish white on the nape, and crown of the 
head ; glossy greenish black on tail coverts ; white on wing-coverts, 
excepting greater-coverts, which arc green with a purple gloss ; 
primaries arc black ; breast and under parts of the body orange 
fulvous. In size it is about 2b inches. Female is smaller, and has 
a more sombre appearance, nevertheless Sheldrake, like all birds, is 
proud of his mate. These birds when taking stock of their vocal 
accomplishments, apart from the animated Chuckwa, Chucki conver- 
sation ; have a loud darionet-liko call, frequently heard on one of 
these beautifully clear winter mornings in the plains, when, it may 
be, it is your privilege to find yourself by the bank of a large 
expause of water, or drifting slowly dowu stream in a homely 
budgerow. These clarionet-like calls appear clearer and louder, in 
spring when tho birds are mot with on lakes and marshes noar on 
15,000 foot elevation, where they make the welkin ring ; the hills to 
resound and echo, with startling effect, though on the whole per- 
haps, they are much quieter, and the call is only uttered when dis- 
turbed. There is, little, accurate information of the nidification 
of those birds, hillmen toll us, that they build, among rocks and 
shallow holes, noar tho outskirts of these lakes and marshes, in 
Thibet, occasionally in inaccessible places ; probably tho ‘jostling 
they have received in the plains of India have made, some a bit 
cheery of reposing over much trust and confidence in tho powers 
that be. 
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(955) Casarca leucoptkra, JWiite-wingcd SheldrAkc . 

(956) TaDorna vulpanser, Shildrake, are much rarer birds, 
and difficult to meet. 


Family ANATID.E 

* 

Bill equal width throughout, bigger ]>ortiou shallow and depress- 
ed, both mandibles with lamella) ; tarsus short and legs with a back- 
ward position on the body. 

They comprise of the following sub-families : — 

I. — Anatin.k Truo Ducks (hind toe small). 

II. — FULIGULIN.E . . PcM'hards or Sen Ducks (hind toe 

large and webbed). 


I.— ANATIN.E (True Ducks) 

(957) Spatula CLYPEATA, Shoveller, has upper mandible wide, 
and flattened in appearance, tip much dilated, not unlike a spatula, 
nail small ; lamella; fine, hair-like, and highly develojied, which aids 
these ducks to discriminate — select, and distribute, miscellaneous 
substances, which get drawn up by the bill ; thus retaining the 
easier, what foods are wanted, or may be desired and rejecting the 
rest ; tail a bit wedge-shaped ; tarsus short. 

Most birds of this family are migratory in their habits, and winter 
visitants in the plains. You will find a number of species of Awitina\ 
congregated together on Chullen Beel, or at Karagola Ghat on the 
old route to Darjeeling. In Spring they leave in big numbers for 
high altitudes. Shovellers and Gad walls are usually closely associat- 
ed together, and are seen much in each others company. They are 
always, and at all times on the best of terms, either when among 
reeds and 'rushes of shallower parts of the lake, or on the water 
quietly resting from their labours. Sizo of the Shoveller is 20 
inches ; bill brownish black ; irides yellow ; legs orange ; colour of 
plumage, above, is dark umber brown on the back ; scapulars white ; 
upper tail-coverts brown, having a glossy blackish greon appearance 
on exposed parts of the feathers ; outer feathers of tail-coverts are 
white ; parts of wing-coverts arc bluish ; greater coverts have a 
brilliant green speculum, a similar marking we noticed on Shel- 
drakes and Dcudrocygna , of brilliant colour ; quills umber brown 
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(primaries) and tertiary feathers dark purplish ; breast white ; under 
(tarts are roddish brown, also' head of the bird. From the above 
description, you will notice a quantity of brown, -in its various 
degrees of shades and tints of colour, to be looked for, when identi- 
fying this bird from numerous Water-birds it associates with, to- 
gether with its general shape and cut. The Shoveller is looked 
upon, as a good type of the duck family, owing to its well developed 
particularities of its race. 

Genus Anas. Bill is of moderate length, depressed and fairly 
uniform in width, tip rounded; lamollse short ; tail short containing 
lti feathers, and a few curly feathers on upper base, which we are 
familiar with, on domestic ducks. 

(958) Anas noscilAS, Mallard , is prettily marked, it has rich 
and variegated plumage ; a conspicuous looking white collar round 
the nock. These dueks are frequently met with in the Terai, and 
.at times at Chullen Beel, though a somewhat rare bird and only a 
winter visitant in India. At Sliumpu or at that elevation in North 
Sikkim, near the snows, in spring or during the rains a few couples 
arc likely enough to be met with. Mallards are strong on the wing, 
and appear to pass, rapidly, over Darjeeling, high up in the air, their 
heads pointing due north, and usually fly far to lakes in the interior 
of Thibet. Some of those birds arc known to breed among rushes, 
by the edge of lakes in Cashmere, at a considerable elevation. Their 
eggs are often brought into the market, and sold as ordinary (wild) 
duck’s eggs, so I am told, at so much a dozen. On eastern side of 
t he Himalayas, it would bo looked upon as uncommonly good piece 
of luck to find a Mallard’s nest, and thus to learn more about the 
niditication of this duck, and some of the rarer water-birds, which 
retire to high elevations to breed. There are scores of birds in India, 
whose nests and eggs remain yet to be discovered, by ono who can 
aecuratoly identify thorn. Size of Mallard is about 24 inches ; bill 
greenish yellow ; legs orauge ; irrides reddish brown ; colour of plu- 
mage is rich and variegated : chesnut brown on upper back : upper 
tail-coverts blackish-greon ; head with part of the neck emerald 
green, choeks nearly black ; collar as previously mentioned, white ; 
sides of tho lower ]>ack light grey with wavy lines of dark brown ; 
seapulary feathers greyish with undulating marks ; wi ugs brown 
with a speculum of doop prussian blue, tinged greenish purple with 
a whitish border ; tail-feathers greyish brown edged white ; breast 
chestnut. I have endoavoured to keep from overburdening you with 
a veritable picturo of a Joseph’s coat of many tints ami colours, and 
yet doing some show of justice to this beautiful and picturesque 
looking bird. At tho same time, a few of the leading colours will 
quito suffice to distinguish tho Mallard, when observed amongst 
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other members of its family. It represents the race from which our 
domestic duck was taken. So that high living and low thinking, or 
high thinkiug and low living, which-ever you please, docs not seem 
to have improved the looks of our homely drake. 

(960) Anas caryophyllacea, Pink-head Dnck, is also a beautiful 
coloured bird, perhaps one of the richest marked ducks we have. 
They visit the plains in fair numbers during the cold weather. When 
it is frequently met with, in marshy parts of the Terai, and Chullen 
Beel, also perhaps in bigger numbers at Karagola Ghat. They seem 
to have a preference for more secluded corners of jhils, which are 
overgrown with tall grasses and reeds, or swimming, in the night 
about centre of a broad expanse of wator. Ducks and geese ofton 
betake themselves, for safety, to the middle of ponds or lakes at 
night, where they can snooze with impunity. A few of these clucks 
breed in the plains ; but their nests are difficult to find. In size 
they are similar to mallards, but, they have longer tarsi, which is 
more noticeable when near. Whon flying, they are usually, made 
out by the roseate colour below the wings. Drake has a pretty 
rosy pink head and neck, with a bright coloured crest, during the 
rainy season ; body and wings are dark, glossy chocolate brown . 
speculum or wing patch is salmon coloured. 

(961) CHATLELASMCS STKEPEIUS, fhulvuU , is well distributed 
throughout the plains of India, and is much sought after by sjtorts- 
men, owing to well flavored meat it offers. On more than one 
occasion, I have seen smallish Hocks of these birds on Big Hunjeef, 
some on the sandy bends, others on the rivers. Usually they seem 
to prefer more open country to secluded nooks and corners. Once 
fairly on the wing their flight is strong and systematic. The (lad 
wall is about 20 inches in length ; bill is depressed slightly narrow- 
ing towards the tip, nail small, long and delicate lamella' ; tail is 
longish ; wings longish ; bill brown with a reddish tinge ; iridcs 
brown ; legs orange. Colour of plumage, above, is dark brown on 
the back, with white circular lines ; upper tail-coverts, black with a 
blujsh gloss ; tail brownish ash ; lossor wing-coverts grey ; middle 
coverts chcsnut ; greater coverts black ; wing spot white ; breast 
dark brown with white roundish lines ; under parts of the body 
white speckled grey. 

(962) Dafii.a acuta, Pintail Thick. This is perhaps one of the 
best known birds in the plains. They arc winter visitants. Game 
stalls in the markets are seldom without a few hatches hanging up 
for sale. Consequently you can tako your choice of making their 
acquaintance is oithcr the former or latter state. Pintail Duck 
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is about. 27 inches in length ; tail long, having centre feathers nar- 
row an<l lengthened; neck long; bill elevatod at the base and nar- 
rowish ; bill black, bluish on the sides ; irides dark brown ; legs 
dark grey, male, the back is marked with wavy lines- of black and 
whitish ; scapulars black ; top of the head umber brown, face and 
throat dark brown, a purplish gloss behind the ears, two white lines 
round the upper neck ; upper tail-coverts ashy brown ; tail brown, 
with two long black central feathers ; primaries and coverts brown ; 
lesser coverts grey ; wing patch or speculum dark glossy purplish 
green, tertiaries long of velvety black with whitish edges ; breast 
and beneath white with black and white lines on the sides ; under 
tail-coverts black. These birds are readily distinguished on the 
wing by their long brown necks. 

(963) Mareca Penelope, The Widgeon, or Whew is not nearly so 
plentiful as Pintail Duck. Smallish flocks are occasionally met with 
in the Terai in winter. They are rarely seen in the district, except- 
ing when they fly over Darjeeling on their migratory journeys, when 
their shrill whistles are frequently heard. Widgeons have a strong 
flight. They travel far into the interior of Thibet, to breed. In 
size it is ltf £ inches long ; bill short and raised, narrower at the tip ; 
lamella' short, fairly well developed ; tail short ; hind toe small and 
bordered with a web ; bill bluish black at the tip ; irides reddish 
brown ; colour of plumage of the male is, above, back, black and 
white wavy lines on the back ; scapulars black ; tail dark grey ; 
wing-coverts white ; wings barred with green and black ; top of the 
head light yellow ; sides of the head and neck chestnut, cheeks 
speckled ; breast reddish, underparts white, flanks with wavy linos, 
under tail-coverts black. 

(96 1) Querquedula CRECC’A, Common Teal . This small duck 
differs, from the true ducks. Bill is uniform in width raised at the 
base ; lamella) undeveloped ; nail small ; tip dilated a bit ; wings 
long and pointed ; tail cuneate. Common Teal or King Pet, as it is 
sometimes called, visits the plains in September and returns home 
about March. Flocks of those Teals are seen at dusk passing over 
Darjeeling, occasionally. They fly fairly low, and can be easily dis- 
tinguished. Their cheerful calls and merry flutter of their wings 
can bo heard ; but they soon pass over the crest of the hill, as their 
progress through the air is rapid. When once fairly on the wing, 
the flight of those teals is swift. They are distinguished without 
much difficulty, partly by their ferruginous heads, and a long patch 
of dark glossy groon behind the eyes. In size this Teal is 14^ 
inches in long ; bill black ; irides hazel. Male is prettily marked on 
the back by wavy black and white lines ; head and sides of the neck 
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ferruginous brown ; tail brown with white edgings to I he feathers ; 
wing-coverts brown, wing patch deep green ; breast whitish with 
black spots ; underparts white ; lower tail-coverts brown. 

(965) Querquedula oircia, Blue-winged Teal, also called Uar- 
gany Teal, is perhaps more common in the plains than Crecca. 
These birds are found plentiful in the Terai. It is 16 inches in 
length, and readily made out by its blue wings (quills). 

(966) Querquedula cjlocitans, Clucking Teal, is rare, and 
seldom seen, occasionally a stray species or two are met with at 
Shumpu during the rains. It is one of the prettiest coloured Teals 
in the district. In size 15i inches ; above, plumage of male, is 
delicately marbled with grey on the back ; the wing-coverts are 
brown, median-coverts edged rufous, wing patch glossy green, with 
velvety black : rich purple-brown on the head ; neck and breast 
purplish, with black spots ; underparts white mottled with grey ; 
under tail-coverts black. 


Sub-Family— FUL1GULLWE (THring ditch*) 

These birds differ a good deal from the true ducks in many 
respects; chiefly in the diving facilities they possess. They have 
larger heads, and necks shorter than the proceeding groups ; hind toe 
short and well webbed, which together with the backward portion 
of the legs, aids them in swimming and diving operations. The 
short wedge shaped tail gives a nice finish to tho navigating apparatus, 
under water. 

(967) Branta RUFINA, Hal-crested Pochard , Those ducks have 
their home in Central Asia and Thibet. They visit tho plains of 
India fairly late in the season, when cold pnlcearetic winters get too 
trying, more so owing to their aquatic habits. They are doubtlessly 
fine birds to see ; but difficult to approach. They usually keep much 
to the midfile of big i Kinds and lakes, where they maintain a sharp 
lookout, and are, at all times extremely wary. In size this Pochard 
is 22 inches ; bill bright vermilion ; iridcs red ; legs orange ; head 
of the male is reddish ; with a long paler coloured crest, sides of the 
head and upper neck red, same as the head ; back, wings and tail 
yellowish brown ; some white showing on the wings ; the remaining 
portions of neck, breast and uuderparts of the Ixnly are black ; flanks 
white. This duck is hold in high esteom on account of tho rich 
flavor of its flesh. 
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Family MERGID^E 

This is a curious looking group of the duck tribe. Their chief 
qualification for originality is the bill, which is straight, narrow and 
cylindrical ; edges of the mandibles are lined with a strong row of 
teeth pointed backwards, giving its prominent snout an awkward 
appearance. Should you manage to get your hand inside, it would 
be difficult to get it out again without saving it from injury. These 
teeth are a modification of, lamellce so frequently noticed in water- 
birds, ducks more especially ; tarsus is short and having a considerably 
backward position ; feet large ; hind toe lobed ; tail cuneate ; head 
crested. General appearance of Merganser is long and flattish. 
These birds fly swiftly, and are strong on the wing ; the gait is 
awkward ; but in the water they are expert divers. 

(972) M ergus CASTOR, Merganser. This curious looking duck 
is often seen in winter, .sporting in Great Runjeet or Teesta rivers, 
having migrated from Thibet, and Northern Asia. Castor in size 
is 26 inches. Its bill is deep red ; irides red ; feet orange ; colour, 
alove, is deop black on upper back ; remaining portions, with upper 
tail-covorts, ash, a few of the feathers tipped white ; tail grey ; 
breast and undorparts of the bird are white with an orange tinge ; 
wing-coverts and some of the scapulary feathers, rich orange buff. 

(973) Mkrokllus albellus, The Smew. This species differs 
from Morganser. It has a shorter and wider bill, teeth prominent 
on lower mandible, tip less hookod. In size Albellus , is much 
smaller, being about 16 inches long. Smew is rare in these parts. 
It is occasionally met with in the cold weathor in the valleys. It 
has a bell-like call, which gets for it the name of Bell-duck in 
Northern Asia Colour of this bird, is a distribution of black and 
white ; the lmck, some of lesser wing-coverts and primaries are 
black ; secondaries and greater coverts black, tipped with white ; 
tail and its upper coverts bluish grey ; underparts are white, with 
black circular streaks. The Smew goes further a field, in its 
migrations, and is frequently met with on big rivers in the plains. 
It is found at times, in numbers on the Ganges, as far up the river 
as Delhi and the big towns on the banks. It feeds chiefly on fish, 
Crustacea etc. 


Family PODICIPID^E ( Grebes ) 

You must be familiar with the typically, lobed, looking feet of 
these birds, which the Coots (902—3) reminded us of. The feet 

35 
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are more prominently lohcd in Grebes. From a distance, these birds, 
look as though the soft leathery like substance from off surface of 
the marsh was adhering to their feet, and consequently the birds 
were haraperod in their progress on the ground ; once in the water 
or flying high up in the air, Grebes appear quite at home and enjoy 
all the advantages Nature has endowed them with. Liko most 
Water-birds their plumage is soft and dense, having a silky appear- 
ance and texture, these latter advantages the Grebe, surely would 
like to have dispensed with, owing to the troublesome anxiety 
human beings display, to rob it of its skin, and nether garments, 
to help to keep out the wintery blast off some fair necked beauty ; 
bill, of these birds, is straight, compressed and strong ; wings short, 
having a concave appearance ; tarsus moderate ; hallux and feet 
webbed (lobed) ; tail undeveloped, merely an apology. 

Genus Podiceps. This typical and well marked group of 
Divers, have about two representatives in India. The first is found 
in Sub-Hi malayan districts and other parts of the plains, whilst 
Little Grebe has a larger geographical distribution, being found in 
most places. These birds differ in many respects from the families, 
we have already gone over, not a little perhaps in the tail, which is 
nearly conspicuous by its absence. Then, they introduce us to some 
of the most expert divers we have in the district, or approaches 
to the Himalayas. 

(975) Podiceps Phij.ippensis, Link Grek-. I met this dab- 
chick, as far up as Sandakphu, it had evidently rested there .after a 
visit to some of the marshy pokres lower down the hill, Kalipokri 
may have been its morning resort ; or the long marshy dried up ]Kind 
at Tongloo ; or the more alluring expanse of water at Shumpu ; 
or some of the collected waters, from the melting snows off Kinchin 
jinga, where most probably it had met old friends from the plains 
of Bengal. In the cold weather they congregate in big numbers in 
most of the lakes, and jhils in the plains, ami feed a good deal on 
fish and water insects. This Grebe is about 9 inches in length ; 
colour above, is glossy dark brown, tinged green ; cheeks and sides 
of the neck bright chesnut ; under-parts white ; head, hind neck and 
hack are black with a tinge of green ; quills pale brown ; breast 
brown and white ; chin and part of the lower mandibles glossy 
black ; sides of the body, beneath, fulvous ; under-parts are silky 
white. Ihese birds grow plump, and accumulate largo quantities 
of fat, which make the skin and plumage, impervious to water and 
adds considerably to the warmth of the feathers. 

We shall now pass over a number of birds — Diving Petrels, 
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Parasitic Gulls etc. : owing to their sea faring habits. They are not 
found in or near the district, and restrict their movements chiefly 
to the Ray of Bengal and Indian Ocean. 


GROUP VAGATORES. 
Family LARID^E ( Gulls and Terns) 

Comprise the following Sub-Families : — 

I. Bestriding — S kuas or Parasitic Gulls. 
II. Baring — Gulls. 

III. Stkrning — Terns. 


II. Sub-Family BARIN.E (Gulls) 

Have several birds, which wander far inland. One species 
at least passes over Darjeeling to breed in Thibet. 

These Gulls are found in two Classes : — 

I. Barca) — Birds of large size, with spots on the back 
and neck. 

II. Xemea) — Smaller size birds, having larger and more 
slender feet. 

Baring have longish, stout bills, tips curved ; wings long ; 
legs midway on the body. 

We will examine more closely, the second group of these birds, 
which have black or brown heads in summer ; shorter bills ; wings 
long ; tail short ; tarsi long. 

(<)80) Xema brvnnicei'H ala, Jirown-headed Gull, which is 
generally soon on sea-coasts ; but they arc frequently observed far 
inland, keeping much to big rivers. They are plentiful in Bengal, 
except in the breeding seaso.i, when they pass over into Central 
Asia and Thibet, returning with the young Gulls before termination 
of the rainy season. One of these Gulls was captured, on its 
migratory journey into Thibet by Limnwtm Cristatdlus (35); not far 
from Ghoom forest. Crested Hawk-Eagle was busy making a 
morning moal of it, when a discharge of No. 8 shot caused Cridatellux 
to look up, and rolax its hold on tho bird ; as it came tumbling to 
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earth, not before the eagle had made two downward plungos, in a 
most magnificent, and bold manner to regain its capture. The bird 
was about two-thirds eaton, it proved to be a Brown-headed Gull ; 
thus showing the time honored practice of retiring to breed on the 
uplands of Thibet. Which went to show that not a few of these 
Gulls retire from sea-coasts in the plaius, to more northern latitudes. 
They have been seen, in fairly big numbers at about 14,000 foot 
altitude, up to the end of July, where they probably congregate to 
embark on their southward journey. In size brnnnicephala is about 
17 inches ; bill and feet red ; irides white ; back and wings grey ; 
primaries black ; head black or brown as the case might be ; also 
black behind ear-coverts ; rest of the plumage, a considerable display 
of white. These birds change colour a good deal according to the 
season. In winter the hc;id feathers get nearly whito. 


Sub-Family STERNINVE (Tern,) 

Have long, fairly straight, compressed bills ; wings long and 
jointed ; tail, in a few species short, in others, long and forked ; 
tarsi short and slender ; toes short. They are said to be gulls, 
with straight and more slender bills, and perhaps a more delicate 
build, with longer wings, and shorter legs. They might be called 
the swallows of the Natntorcs, as they are untiring on the wing ; 
rest during the heat of the day. 

They comprise the following six groups 

I. Marsh Terns — Shorter bills, gull-like lodies, tails short. 

II. River Terns — Body slender, tail long and forked. 

III. Oceanic Terns —Having a good supply of black plumage. 

IV. Skimmers — Are a more complicated group, and will be 

dealt with, when taken up. 

The above might be called a somewhat rough and ready mode of 
distinguishing each group. 

I. MARSH TERNS. 

(982) Sylochelidon caspiuk, hiryaM Tern, has a stout, red 
bill, and ' short tail. Neither this siweies, nor Gull-billed Tern, 
breeds in India ; they migrate far north ; occasionally they have 
been seen on the coast of Great Britain. In the plains they fre- 
quent rivers and more marshy portions, in the cold weather. In 
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size it is about 20 inches ; plumage alters considerably, in Mtinfcer the 
head is white, with black streaks on the occiput (back of the head). In 
summer, head, nape and ear-coverts are black I wings, mantle and 
tail, a fine bluish grey ; a few of the primaries are dark tipped and 
edged ; rest of the plumage is white, chiefly back of the neck, and 
under parts of the body ; irides brown ; feet black. 

RIVER TERNS 

Differ, from the previous group in colour, structure and habits. 
They have a much longer, and more forked tail ; the body slender. 
They remind us, a little of Hill Fork-tails, in a general sort of way, 
though they have, but little power over their hind appendage. 
Those birds live ehiofly near rivers, as a rule solitary in their habits, 
occasionally a few are seen together. Bill is deep yellow in colour, 
excepting European Tern, which has a red bill ; legs red, excepting 
the Little Turn, whose legs are orange. Bill in most of the species, 
is long and slender ; feet short and partially webbed. 

(985) Seen A aurantia, Large. Iiiver Tern , is perhaps the 
commonest of this class of Terns in the plains. None of these birds 
however visit the district. It is about 15 inches in length ; bill 
yellow ; irides brown ; legs red ; plumage, above, is pale grey ; 
tail white ; head, above, glossy black ; beneath, the body white, 
flanks have an ashy tinge. These birds remain in the plains 
throughout the year, and nest in company, with Skimmers, Small 
Swallow Plovers, and Great Stone Plovers, on the sandy churs of 
rivers. During the day eggs are left to hatch by aid of the hot 
sand and sunshine. These Terns sot up a vigorous defenco, when 
Crows and Kites venture to rob their eggs. Doubtless, the other 
species of Water-birds seok their company at the breeding season, 
more particularly, owing to their prowess, in driving away 
marauders. 

SEA TERNS 

Ilavo a much moro powerful flight, than the latter Terns. They 
frequent deltas of largo rivers in the plains, also congregate on the 
sea shores. Their shape is elegent, and lengthened in form ; feet 
are black ; bills yellow. 

Genus Thalasseus, have webbed feet ; vory long wings, which 
extend to tip of the forked tail ; head crested. 

(989) Thalasseus oristatun, Large Sea Tern , you are more 
likely to moot, than smaller Sea Tern, which locates itself more in 
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South India. Cri status, has a long, slender, compressed hill. In 
size it is about 17 inches ; Kick, wing and tail are silvery-grey, 
edges of secondary feathers white ; quills dark tipped grey ; hojwl 
and crest glossy- black ; rest of the plumage is silky-white, chiefly 
sides of the head, nape, and under-part of the body. 

OCEANIC TEENS 

Are met with in Bay of Bengal, Indian Ocean, and some in the 
Red Sea. Their bill is black, long and slender ; wings long ; feet 
well webbed ; moderately sized tail, slightly forked. 

f991) ON YCHOI'RIOX M KLA NATCH EX, IHael-napid Ocean Tern , 
is met with near the east coast ; in the Bay and adjacent country ; 
but it is not found far inland. Mi Inmiuchnt is 12 inches long : 
bill and feet black ; upper plumage grey : head white ; hind neck 
black, also line from side of the head to nape ; primary quills are 
grey ; lower plumage is white. These Terns migrate but little. 
They usually breed along with a few other species of "Water-birds, 
on smaller islands in the Ray. 

Gem s RhynCHOI’K ( tfkimuias) are, perhaps, the most interest- 
ing birds of this large family of Water-birds. They differ from the 
former groups in many respects. In bill not a little. Uppor 
mandible is shorter than the lower, which construction is uncommon, 
among birds generally ; bill is much compressed, long and straight, 
tip truncated in appearance and comes to a fine point, more or less 
flexible ; wings long ; feet short ; toes with free webs (excised). 

(995) RHYNCHOPS ALMCOLLIS, Indian T'kim liter. This remark- 
able bird is frequently met with in the plains, flying with a swift 
easy, skimming flight over the water. At times found singly, on 
other occasions, congregated in companies of twenty or more. Over 
a broad excuse of water, they usually pass backwards and forwards, 
skimming close to the surface ; now and then dipping their bills into 
the water as they fly, as though they were ploughing through the 
edge. This apparent diversion of cutting the surface of the water 
has puzzled many an observer, who attributes it to the facination it 
gives them of troubling the still, silent waters. At the samo timo 
they are at a loss to suggest what Skimmers eat. lihynehopx has a 
restricted diet. It feeds on the oily, or fatty substance, which is 
found floating on the top of most jhils, or more turbid water-courses 
in the plains. As it flies it scoops up between its mandibles, not 
unlike a dredge, the desired nurishmont. What water, which gets 
shot up in the execution of this labour, gets released at gapo of the 
mandibles. It has not been definitely ascertained, where this 
substance is generated, and in what manner it finds its way, to where 
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those birds procure their (only) supply of nurishment. This remark- 
able food (Ambrosia) appears to be easily digested, requiring but an 
hour or two to assimilate into the system, in spite of the strenuous 
work, put in, by these skimmers, all hours of the day from early 
dawn, through hot scorching days. These birds are always strong 
and active, usually their bodies have a good supply of fat stored up. 
I am sorry I can’t recommend this food for human consumption. 
Bill is compressed to a fine edge, and flexible, which renders it easy 
to cut through the water, when at its work, dredging or sucking up, 
whilst swiftly skimming over the surface. In length Rhynchops is 
about 1 6 i inches; wing extent 44 inches ; bill deep orange, yellow 
at the tip ; irides brown ; legs vermillion red ; head, neck and 
scapulars are black ; quills darker in colour, secondaries and tertiaries 
edged white ; rest of the plumage is more or less white. 


TRIBE PISCATOEKS. 

Family PELECANIP/E 
IV. SWIMMING FISHERS. 

These well known birds arc found in abundance in the plains on 
rivers and large expanses of water. They are big in size some 
species over 5 feet ; with hea\ y bodies, and peculiar looking bills, 
which are long, straight, broad and flattened, tip hooked ; lower 
mandible is thin, composed of two narrow parts, like jaws, flexible, 
bony and arching, supporting a large rubber-like pouch, which holds 
securely the captured fish of big size, at times. Several of these 
birds migrate over the Himalayas in spring ; at which time then- 
long lines of flight can easily be made out, as they pass over in big 
regular lines, high up in the sky, proceeding with great ease and 
buoyancy, with their necks diawn back. These are ehiefly European, 
and Lesser White Pelicans. 

(1004) Pklecanus Philiitensis, Grey Pelican, is what might 
bo called, the common species of the plains, as it is found in abun- 
dance in most places. Fishermen frequently in India use them as 
decoys, when netting. These birds are said to attract certain kinds 
of fish to them, whilst swimming in the water, allured by an oily 
substance which exudes from off the skins of those pelicans. This 
species is 5 feet 2 inches in longth. In colour it has a predominating 
amount of grey, chiefly on the back, wings and upper tail-coverts ; 
tail white and grey ; under plumage greyish-white ; under tail- 
covorts the same, mottled with brown. 
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V. GRACULIDiE (Diving fishers). 

Family GRACGLIDtE 

We found the last group expert at catching fish, which rise to 
the surface of the water, but they did not follow their quarry to any 
depth below. Cormorants differ in this, as well as in other respects 
from Pelicans. These birds are expert divers, though scarcely able 
to compete with Plata* melanogasfer (1008), of whoso accomplish- 
ments we will look into, when we arrive at the Indian Snake-bird, 
as it is called. Bill of the Cormorant is largish, cylindrical, and 
hooked at the tip like pelicans ; tail different, which is stiff with 
short coverts. The prevailing colour of (Iruculuhe is black. They 
are strong on the wing ; swim and dive with ease. They have a 
similar pouch in the bill, as was noticed in pelicans, which also acts 
as a reeeptical for holding the fish, that has been secured. In 
appearance the bill is slightly raised, a position common in fishing 
birds ; wings short. The three species of (Intent ns, arc found in this 
district, so that it is immaterial which of these birds we shall extend 
our enquiries to. 

(1006) Graccli's Sinensis, Lester Cormorant , is more frequently 
met with at a low elevation at foot of the hills, than on Runjcet 
and Teesta, before they dip down into the humid plains of the Terai. 
In size this Cormorant is about 27 inches ; bill brown, more reddish 
in colour below : the neck skin, etc. yellow ; i rides verdigris blue. 
Colour of the plumage changes according to the season, though not 
to so great an extent as some of the other Water-birds ; back and 
wing-coverts are bronze ; head and neck glossed black ; lower 
plumage deep black ; throat anti part of the lower face white ; brown 
above the eyes. Those birds are also employed for catching fish, 
fishermen utilise their diving accomplishments, which they turn to 
some account by fixing an iron ring round the Cormorant’s throat, 
to prevent it from swallowing the captured fish. This must bo a 
tantalizing occupation for a hungry Cormorant. To make them 
more alert in securing fish, these birds are kept on “ low diet !” As 
soon as fish is caught the wily fisherman in his “ dug out ” close at 
hand, soon relieves the bird’s inflated pouch. 

(1005) Graculus carlo, Large Cormorant, is met with on our 
larger hill rivers generally among the gorges, and by the side of 
forests. ' Occasionally in the Little Runjeet valley. Its length is 
33 inches ; colour, above, bronze, with feathers edged black on the 
l Kick and wing-coverts ; sides of the head white ; remaining portion 
of the plumage are black, excepting a white patch from the eyes 
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to the throat. In the breeding season more white is noticeable, 
especially on the flanks, head and u pper parts of the neck. The 
crest is black and white, long and silky. These birds live chiefly on 
fish. They are usually seen, sitting motionless on the rocks probably 
after a meal or meditating on another excursion into the turbid 
waters. On such occasions their wings are partially opened, as 
though anxious to dry their wotted feathers in the genial sunshine. 

(1008) I’LOTl's MELANogAstek, Indian Snake- Bird. This 
prettily marked, typical and master-diver, has a long slender neck, 
snake-like in appearance ; feet and body like Cormorants ; bill 
straight, coming to a sharp point at the tip, which is toothed ; tail 
long and rounded. Melanogaster is said to be, Cormorant with 
head and nook of herons. This only gives an approximate idea of 
the bird in question, in other respects it is a more aberrant species. 
The scapulary feathers arc elongated hackles, beautifully marked, 
silver and black. Snake-Bird, as it is called is about 32 inches in 
length ; colour, brown on the back, spotted on the sides ; wing- 
coverts black also richly spotted . quills and tail black, the latter 
having a barred appearance ; breast and under parts glossy brownish 
black. These birds are not found in the district. They are 
plentiful in Bengal and frequent rivers and heels. As they paddle 
about on the surface of the water among reeds and rushes, they turn 
and twist their heads and long necks with the agility of a snake, 
recoiling thon darting forward the pointed snake-like head in a 
most realistic manner, at a rising fish. 
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GEMITORES. 

Family Treronid®. 

I. Trkronina? — Green Pigeons. 

II. Carpophagin^e — Imperial Pigeons. 

III. Ptilopodin^e — Green f)oves. 

Sub-Family Treronime. 

Genus Treron. 

Nepal (771) T. Nipalensis — Thick-billed Green-Pigeon. 

Genus Crocopus. 

P. (772) C. Phcenicopterus — Bengal „ „ 

P. (773) C. Chlorigaster — Southern „ „ 

Genus Osmotreron. 

P. (774) O. bicincta — Orange-breasted „ „ 

P. (775) O. Malabarica — Grey-fronted „ „ 

P. (776) O. Phayrei — Ashy-headed „ „ 

1\ (777) 0. flavo-gularis — Yellow-fronted „ „ 

Genus Sphonocercus. 

D. (178) S. sphenurus — Kokla „ „ 

D. (779) S. apicaudus — Pin-tailed „ „ 

Sub-Family Carpophagin®. 

Genus Carpophaga. 

D. (780) C. sylvatica — Green Imperial „. ,, 

D. (781) C. insignia — Bronze-baeked „ „ 
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Family Columbida*. 

Sub-Family Palumbina*. 

Genus Alsocomus. 

D. (782) A. puniceus — Purple Wood-pigeon. 

D. (783) A. Hodgsonii — Speckled „ ,, 

Genus Palumbus. 

D. (784) P. casiotis — Himalayan Cushat. 

D. (785) P. pulehricollis — Darjeeling Wood-Pigeon. 

P, (780) P. Elphinstonei — Neilgherry „ „ 


Sub-Family Columbimv (Hock-Pigeons). 
Genus Pnlumlxena. 


p. 

(787) P. Eversmanni — Indian 

Genus Columba. 

Stock- „ 

p. 

(788) C. intermedia — Blue 

Hock- ,, 

p. 

(789) C. rupestris „ 

Hill- „ 

IK 

(790) C. leueonota — White-bellied 

Rock- ,, 

Sub- 

Family Macropyginap ( Cuckoo-dor cat ). 


D. 

(791) M. tusalia — Bar-tailed 

Tree-dove 



Sub-Family Turturime. 



Genus Turtur. 



I. Auviti. 


D. 

(792) T. rupicolus — Ashy 

Turtle-dove 

D. 

(793) T. meona — Rufous 



II. Maculicolles. 


D . 

(794) T. Cambayensis —Little 

Brown- ,, 
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III. Tigrini. 

D. (795) T. Suratensis 

IV. Streptopelicce (Ring-dove). 

P. (796) T. risoria — Common 

P. (797) T. humilis— Red 


Family Gourido? ( Ground-doves). 

Sv ii-Family Pliapinee. 

Chalcophapeee (12 tail feathers). 
Genus Chalcophaps. 

P. (79S) C. indicus — Bronze- winged 


Spotted-Dove 


Ring- „ 
Turtle- „ 



RASORES. 


A. Hind toe on same plane. 

I. CRACIDvE. 

II. MEGAPODID^E. 

B. Hind toe, raised or wanting. 

III. PTEROCLID/E— Sand-grouse. 

IV. PHASIANID/E. 

V. TETRAONID/E— Grouse and Partridges. 

VI. TINAMHLE. 


Famit.y Pteroclidte ( Sand or Rock-Grouse ). 
Gents Pteroeles. 

P. (799) P. arenarius — Large 

P. (800) P. fasciatus — Painted 

P. (801) P. alchata — Large Pin-tailed 

P. (802) P. exustus — Common 


Family Phasianidte. 

Sub-Family Pavoninm. 

Genus Pavo. 

D. (803) P. cristatus — Coimnon Peacock. 


Sub-Family Phasianinee. 

Genus Lophophorus. 

D. (804) L. Impeyanus — Monaul Pheasant. 

Genus Ceriornis. 

D. (805) C. satyra — Sikkim Horned „ 

IV. II. (806) C. melanocephala — Simla „ „ 


Sand-Grouse. 
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Genus Ithaginis. 

IK (807) I. eruentus — Green Blood-Pheasant. 

Genus Pucrasia. 

IP . If. (808) P. macrolopha Pukras „ 

Genus Phasianus. 

ir. H. (809) P. Wallichii Cheer 

Genus Gallophasis. 

tP. H. (810) G. albocristatus — Whitc-crested Kalij ,, 

J). (811) G. melanotus — Sikkim ,, „ 


Sub-Family Gallinre. 

Genus Gallus. 

7>. (812) G. ferruginous — Red 

(813) G. Sonneratii — Grey 

Genus Gallopordix. 

C. T. (814) G. spadiceus — Red 
C. I. (815) G. lunulosus — Painted 


Jungle-fowl. 

H 11 


Spur- „ 
11 11 


Family Totraonidas. 

Sub-Family Perdicina;. 

I. H huno-Cuckx, Snow-Partridges. 

Genus Totraogallus. 

D. (810) T. Himalayensis — Himalayan Snow-Cock. 

Genus Lorwa. 

D. (817) L. nivicola 


• Snow Partridge. 
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Partridge s. 

Genus Francolinus. 

P. (818) F. vulgaris Black Partridge. 

P. (819) F. pictus Painted ,, 

II. Hock or Sand Partridges. 

Genus Caccabis. 

P. (820) C. chukor Chukor „ 

Genus Ammoperdix. 

P. (821) A. Bonhami Scesee 

III. Grey or Push Partridge. 

Genus Ortygornis. 

P. (822) O. Pouticeriana Grey 

P. (823) O. gularis Kyah ,, 

IV. Wood-Partridges. 

Genus Arboricola. 

D. (824) A. torqueola — Black-throatcd Hill-Partridge. 

D. (825) A. rufogularis — Rufous ,, „ ,, 

V. Bush-Quails. 

Genus Pordicula. 

P. (826) P. Cambayensis — Jungle Bush-Quail. 

P. (827) P. Asiatica — Rock „ ,, 

P. (828) P. erythrorhyncha — Painted „ „ 

Sub-Family Coturnicinee. 

Genus Coturnix. 

1). (829) C. communis — Large Grey „ 

D. (830) C. Coromandelica — Black-brcasted „ 

Genus Excalfactoria. 

T>. (sill) K. Chinensis — Blue-breasted 



( li ) 


Family Tinamidse. 

Sub-Family Turnicinee. 


Genus Turnix. 


p. 

(832) T. taigoor — Black-breasted 

Bustard-Quail. 

D. 

(833) T. ocellatus — Hill 

99 99 

P. 

(834) T. Dussumierii — Larger 

Button- „ 

P. 

(835) T. Sykesii 

99 99 


3 ? 



GRALLATORES (Waders— Shore-birds). 


A. — Young able to run. 

I. TRIBE STRUTHIONES— Ostriches, Emeus etc. 

II. „ PRESSIROSTRES— Bustard, Plover and 

Cranes. 

III. „ LONGIROSTRES— Snipes, Sandpipers. 

IV. „ LATITORES— Rails and Water-hens. 

B. — Young, helpless at birth. 

V. „ CULTIROSTRES — Storkf, Herons and Ibises- 

PRESSIROSTRES. 


I. 

Otididas ‘ 

Bustards and Floricans. 

II. 

CURSORIN/E 

Courser-plovers. 

III. 

GLAREOLIDyF. 

Swallow „ 

IV. 

CHARADRIDyE 

Plovers. 

V. 

HyEMATOPODID/F, ... 

Shore- „ 

VI. 

THINOCORtn.E 

Gamo- „ 

VII. 

GrI'ID/E 

Cranes. 


Family Otidid®. 

Genus Eupodotis. 

P. (836) E. Edwardsii — Indian Bustard. 

Genus Houbara. 

C. /. (837) H. Macqueenii — Houbara „ 

Genus Sypheotides. 

P. . (838) S. bengalensis — Bengal Florikin. 

P. (839) S. auritus — Lesser 


>1 



( liii ) 


Family Cursoridse. 

Genus Cursorius. 

(840) G. coromandelicus — Indian Courier Plover. 
Gknus Rhinoptilus. 

P. (841) R. bitorquafcus — Double-banded „ 

Family Glareolidac. 

Genus Glareola. 

Foot of the Hill (842) G. orienfcalis — Largo Swallow-plover. 

„ (843) G. lactea — Small „ „ 

Family Charadrida;. * 

Sul-Family Charadrina.*. 

Genus Squatarola. 

Suk tia (844) S. Helvetica Grey Plover. 

Genus Charadrius. 

Stikna (845) C. longipes Golden „ 

Genus vEgialitis. 


p. 

(846) -lE. Geotfroyi — Large 

Sand- 

p. 

(847) JE. pyrrhothorax — Lesser 


p. 

(848) JE. cantianus — Kentish 

Ring- 

p. 

(849) PE. Philipponsis — Indian 

Ringed- 

p. 

(850) PE. minutus — Lesser 



Sub-Family Vancllime. 

I. Vancllcie (4 toes, hallux small, no spur, no lappets). 
Genus Vanellus. 

P. (851) V. cristatus — Crested 


Lapwing. 



( a* ) 


Genus Chettuai*. 


A 

(S52) C. gtegarin — Black-sided 

lapwing. 

r. 

(853) C. leueura — White-tailed 

li 


(&54) C. i nor tint a — Grey-headed 

if 


II. Sarciophoreo v (Fleshy wattles, 4 toes). 

Genus Lobivanellus. 

D. (855) L. goensis — Red-wattled 

Genus Sarciophorus. 

1\ (856) S. bilobus — Yellow-wattled 

III. Hoplopteretv. 

Genus Hoplopterus. 

(857) H. Ventralis — Spur-winged 

Sub-Family Esacinae. 

Genus Esacus. 

P, (858) E. recur virostris — Large 

Genus CEdicnemus. 

P. (859) (E. crepitans 

Family Haomatopodidae. 

Sub-Family Strepsilina;. 

Genus Strepsilas. 

P. (860) S. interpros Turnstone. 

Sub-Family Dromadinae. 

Genus Dromas. 
j P. (861) D. ardeola 


Stone-plover. 


55 55 


Crab-plover. 



( V* ) 


Sur-Famiuy H»n\atopodin«J. 

Genus llasmatopu*. 


P. 

(862) H. oatraicgUK 

Oy«(«r<aildiir. 

Family 

Gniidse. 

Genus Grus. 


P. 

(863) G. anti gone — Sarus 

Crane. 

P. 

(864) G. leucogcranus — Large 

White „ 

P. 

(865) G. cincrea — Common 

Genus Anthropoides. • 

M 

P. 

(866) A. virgo — Demoiselle 

TRIBE LONGIROSTRES. 

)) 

Family 

Scolopacidee. 


Sub-Family Scolopacina*. 



Genus Seolopax. 


D. 

(867) S. rusticola — 

Genus Gallinago. 

Wood -cock. 

1). 

(868) G. nemoricola — Wood 

Snine. 

D. 

(869) G. solitaria — Himalayan — Solitary 

P. 

(870) G. stenura — Pin-tailed 


P. 

(871) G. scolopacinus — Common 


P. 

(872) G. gallinula — Jack 

Genus Rhynchaea. 


P. 

(8 73) R. bengalensis 

Paintetl ,, 


Sub-Family Limosinee. 

Genus Macroramphus. 

P. (874) M. semipalmatus — Snipe-billed 


God wit. 



( lvi ) 


Genus Limosa. 

P. (875) L. tegoeephula Small Godwit. 

Genus Torekia. 

V. (876) T. cinerea — Avoset Sandpiper. 


Sue-Family Numcniua;. 


Genus Numenius. 


1 \ 

(S77) N. arquata 

Curlew 

p. 

(878) N. pheeopus 

Whimbrel 


Genus Ibidorhynchus. 


I). 

(879) 1. Struthersii 

Rod-billed Curlew 


Sue-Family Tringinse. 


Genus Philomaohus. 


P. 

(880) P. pugnax 

Ruir. 


Genus Tringa. 


P. 

(881) T. camitus 

Knot 

P. 

( 882) T. subarquata 

Curlew-stint 

P. 

(88«'0 T. cinclus 

Dunlin 

P. 

(884) T. minuta — Little 

Stint 

P. 

(885) T. Tcmminekii — White-tailed 

y y 

J\ 

(886) T. platyrhyneha — Broad-billed 

Genus Eurinorhyuchus. 

D 

P. 

(887) E. griseus — Spoon-billed 

Genus Calidris. 

1) 


(888) C. arenaria 

Sanderling. 



( lvii ') 


Sub-Family Phalaropin®. 

Genus Phalaropus. 

P. (889) P. fulicarius — Coot-footed Stint. 

p, (890) P. hyperboreus — Lesser Coot-footed n 


Sub-Family Totaninse. 

Genus Actitis. 


n. 

(891) A. glaroola — Spotted 

Sandpiper. 

p. 

(892) A. ochropus — Green 


p. 

(89.3) A. hypoleucos — Common 

>5 


Genus Totanus. 


p. 

(894) T. glottis 

Greenshanks. 

p. 

(895) T. stagnatilis — Little 

99 99 

p. 

(896) T. fuscus — Spotted 

Red- „ 

p. 

(897) T. ealidris 

99 99 

Family 

Himantopida\ 



Genus Himantopus. 

(898) H. candidus Stilt or Long-legs. 


Genus Recurvirostra. 

(899) R. Avocetta Avoset. 


TRIBE LATITORES. 

Family Parridne. 

Sub-Family Parrinse. 

Genus Metopidius. 

P. (900) M. indicus — Bronze-winged Jacana. 

Genus Hydrophasianus. 

P. (901) H. chirurgus — Pheasant-tailed „ 



* 

WmtUbrtrn ' 

Omit ftrpiyrio, 

(90t) P. po/iocephaliw 

Purple Coot, 

p. 

OKHVB FuKca. 

(903) F. atra — 

H»!d „ 

p 

Genus Gallicrex. 

( QflG G criehifne 


p. 

Gents Gallinula. 

(905) G. eh loro pus 

Water-hen. 

p. 

(906) G. Burnesii — Small 

m r 

p. 

^907) G. phocnicura — White-breasted 

99 99 

* Sub-Family Rallinte. 


» 

Genus Porzana. 


P. 

(908) P. akool — Brown 

Rail. 

P. 

(909) P. maruetta^-Spotted 

>) 

P. 

(910) P. pygmsoa — Pigmy 

99 

P. 

(911) P. fusca — Ruddy 

99 

P. 

(912) P. ceylonica — Banded 

99 

P. 

Genus Rallus. 

(913) R. striatus — Blue-breasted 

99 


(914) R. indicus — Indian 

Water „ 

Family 

TRIBE CITLTIROSTRES. 

Ciconid*. 



Genus Leptoptilos. 

(915) L. argala — Gigantic 

Stork. 

P. • 

(916) L. javanica — Hair-crested 

99 

p 

Genus Mycteria. 

f9l7) M. Australis — Black-necked 

99 



( lix ) 

Genus Ciconia. (Cold weather) 

P. (918) C. nigra— Black . ' Storki J> 4 . ’ 

P. (919). C. albar-White 

P. (920) C. leucocephala— White-necked ,, • 


Family Ardeidse. 

Genus Ardea. 


D. 

* (921) A. goliath — Giant 

Heron. 

P. 

(922) A. Sumatrana — Dusky-grey 

yf 

P. 

(923) A. cinerea — Blue 


D. 

(924) A. purpurea — Purple 



Genus Herodias. 


P. 

(925) H. alba — Large 

Egret. 

P. 

(926) H. egrettoides — Small 

tf 

D. 

(927) H. garzetta — Little 

ff 


Genus Demi-egretta. 


P. 

(928) D-c asha — Asliv 

jy 


Genus Buphiis. 


P. 

(929) B. coromandus — Cattle 

>> 


Genus Ardeola. 


P. 

(930) A. leucoptera — Pond 

Heron. 


Genus Butorides. 


P. 

(931) B. javanica — Little-green 

>1 


Genus Ardetta. 

D. (932) A. flavicollis — Black Bittern. (Runjeet) 

D. (933) A. cinnamonea — Chesnut „ 

P. (934) A. sinensis — Yellow „ 

P. (935) A. minute — Little „ 

Genus Botaurus. 

P. (936) B. stellaris „ 
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( lx ) 


Genus Nycticorctx. 

P. (937) N. griseus — , 

Family Tantalidte. 

Sub-Family Tan tali na\ 

Genus Tantalus. 

P. (938) T. leucocophalus — Pelican 


Sub-Family Plataleinac. 
Genus Platalea. 

P. (939) P. loucorodia — 


Sub-Fa m i ly A nastomati nm. 
Genus Anastomus. 

P. (940) A. oscitans — Shell 


Sub-Family Ihisiim*. 

Genus Threskiornis. 

P. (941) T. melanocephalus — White 

Genus Geronticus. 

P. (942) G. papillosus — Warty-headed or 

Genus Falcinellus. 

P. (943) F. igneus — Glossy 


Night-Heron. 


I his. 


Spoon-hill 


I his. 


Black 



MATATORES. 


A. ( A ufophayoux) young following mother bird as soon as born. 

I. AN ATUbdE — Ducks. 

II. MERGITORES — Loons and Grebes. 

III. VAGATORES— Gulls and Petrels. 

R. ( Ilcic.rophujoux) young requiring to be fed a short lime. 

IV. PISCATORES — Cormorants and Pelicans. 

V. URINATORES — Auks and Penguins. 

TRIBE LAMELLTROSTKES. 

I. PJKENICOPTERID/E- -Flamingos, necks and legs 

long. 

II. CYGNIIX.E— Swans, necks - long, legs short. 

III. ANNERILRE —Geese, legs more forward. 

TV. ANATIILE — Ducks, legs set far back. 

V. MERGIIEE — Mergansers, toothed bill. 


F AMILY Phcenicopterida*. 

Gents Phionieopterus. 

II 

P. (944) P. roscus — Flamingo. 


Family Oygnhbv. 
Family Anscrkhv. 


I. 

AnkeriVe 

rii 

1 rue 

Geese. 

II. 

Cereopkin.e 

New Holland 

1 „ 

111. 

PLECTROI’TER 1 N.E . . . 

Spurred. 

»» 

IV 

NlTTAI’ODIN/E 

Anserine 

Teal. 

V. 

TADORNINvE 

Sholdrakcs. 




C lxii ) 


Sub-Family Anserinte. 

Genus Auser. (i). Passing over). 

J\ (945) A. cinereus — Grey Goose „ 

P. (946) A. brachyrhynchus — Pink-footed „ „ 

P. (947) A. erythropus — Dwarf „ „ 

P. (948) A. albifrons — White-fronted „ (Thibet). 

P. (949) A. Indicus — Barred-headed „ „ 


Sub-Family Plectropterinm. 

Genus Sarkidiornis. 

P. (950) S. molanonotus — Black-backed Goose. 


Sub-Fam 1 ly Nettapodi 1 ia?. 

Genus Nettapus. 

P. (951) N. Coromaiidoliaiius — White-bodied Goose-teal. 


Sub-Family Tadorninaj. 

> 

Genus Dendrocygna. 

P. (952) D. awsuree — Whistling — Teal. 

P- (953) D. major — Large ,, „ 

Genus Casarca. (JJ. Passing over) 

P. (954) C. rutila — Buddy Sheldrake ,, 

P. (955) C. leucoptera — White-winged „ „ 


yy 


P. 


Genus Tadorna. 
(956) T. vulpanser 



( lxiii ) 


Family Anatidae. 

I. Anatinas — True Ducks, Hallux small not webbed. 

II. Fuligulinas — Pochards or Sea Ducks, Hallus larger or 

bordered with web. ' 

Sub-Family Aimtina?. 

Genus Spatula. 


p. 

(957) S. clypeata 

Shoveller (Thibet). 


Genus Anas. 

(/>.. Passing over). 

V. 

(958) A. boschas 

Mallard „ 

p. 

(959) A. poocilorhyncha — Spotted-billed Duck „ 

p. 

(960) A. caryophyllacea — Pink-headed ,, „ 

Genus Chaulelasmus. 

D. 

(961) C. streperus 

Genus Dafila. 

Gadwall. 

P. 

(962) D. acuta — Pin-tail 

Duck. 


Genus Mareca. 

* 

P. 

(963) M. Penelope 

Widgeon. 

* 

Genus Quorquedula. 


P. 

(964) Q. crocca — Common 

Teal. 

P. 

(965) Q. circia — Blue-winged 


P. 

(966) Q. glocitans — Clucking 



Sub-Family Fuliguliuee (Dicing Duel*). 

* 

Genus Branta. 

P. (967) B. rufina — Rod-crested Pochard. 

Genus Aythya. 

P. (968) A. ferina — Red-headed ,, (Thibet). 

P. (969) A. uyroca — White-eyed Duck. „ 



( Ixiv ) 


Genus Fuligula. 

P. (970) F. marila — Scaup 

P. (971) F. cristata — Tufted • * 


Family Mergidsv. 

Genus Mergus. 

D. (97*2) M. castor 

Genus Mergellus. 
)). (973) M. albellus 


TRIBE MERGITORES. 
Family Colynibidte (Lvoo* or Direr 


Family Podieipida? ( Grebe*). 

Genus Podiceps. 

P. (97-1) P. cristatus — Crested 

D. (975) P. Philii)peusis — Little 


TRIBE VAGATOKES. 
Family Procollaridtc Petrels. 

I. Diom edi N/E — Albatrosses. 

II. PkocellarinvE — P etrols. 

III. Haloduominas — Diviug Petrels. 


Pochard. 
1 )uek. 


Merganser. 


Smew. 


( Jrebe. 


Sul-Family Giomediua;. Nil. 



( Jxv ) 


Sub-Family Procollarinne. 

Gen ur Thalassidroma. 

(976) T. 

Sub-Family Halodrominoc. 

Genus Pelicanoides. 

P. (977) -P. urinatrix — Little Diving Petrel. 

FAMILY I .arid 00 ( Gull s and Terns). 

1. Lestrtdin.e — S kuas or Parasitic Gulls. 

II. LariN/E — G ulls. 

III. Sternina 7 . — Terns. 

Sur-Family Lestridiiue. XU. 

Sub-Family Lari iup. 

A. Larerc. 

II. Xnnetv. 

A. Larere. 

Genus Larus. 

P. (978) L. fuscus — Lesser Black-hacked Gull. 

B. Xemcfp. 

Genus Kroikocophalus. 

P. (979) K. ichthyrctus — Great Black-headed ,, 

Genus Xema. (A Passing over.) 

(980) X. brunnicephala — Brown-headed . „ 

(981 ) X. ridibunda — Laughing „ 



( Ixvi ) 


Sub-Family Sterninnp. 


I. 

Marsh Terns 

... Gull like bill and body. 

II. 

River „ 

Body slender, long forked tail. 

III. 

Sea „ 

Yellow bill, forked tail, very long 
wings. 

IV. 

Oceanic „ 

or Noddies. Plumage black. 

V. 

Skimmers 

Rhyncliops. 


Genus Sylochelidon. 

(982) S. caspius — Largest Tern. 

Genus Gelochelidon. 

f983) G. anglicus — Gull-billed ,, 

G eni’S Hydrochelidon. 

(984) II. Indira — Small Marsh ,, 

Genus Seena. 

(985) S. aurantia — Large River ,, 

Genus Sterna. 

(986) S. Nirundo — European „ 

(987) S. .Tavanica — Black-bellied ' ' ,, 

Genus Sternula. 

(988) S. minnta — Little „ 

Genus Thalasseus. 

(989) T. cristatus — Large Sea „ 

(990) T. bengalensis — Small Sea ,, 

Genus Onychoprion. 

(991) O. melanauchon — Blaok-napcd ,, 

(992) O. anasthictus — Brown-winged ,, 

Genus Anous. 

(993) A. stolidus Noddy. 

(994) A. tenuirostris — White-headed „ 



( lxvii ) 


Genus Rhyr.chops. 

(995) R. albicollis — Indian Skimmer. 

TRIBE PISCATORES. 

Family Phastonida 1 . 

Genus Phaeton. 

(99 G) P. rubricauda — Red-tailed Topic-Bird. 

(997) P. candidus — White „ ,, 

Family Sulidte. 

GENUS Sula. 

(998) S. fiber 

(999) S. piscator — White 

Family Attagenidw. 

Gent’s Attngen. 

(1000) A. aqnilus Frigate Bird 

Family Pelocanida*. 

Genus Pelecanus. 

P. (1001) P. onocrotalus — European Pelican 

P. (1002) P. mitratus — Crested ,, 

(1003) P. Javanicus — Lesser White 
(1004) P. Philippensis — Grey 


Booby 

99 
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'$r ' . -a • 


Owm Onralw. 


■B» 0* cut\jo~~1ju(K8 

(1006# (I* vioettdb”- l^ewwr 

A (1001) 0, .IttvwiHm*-— Utile 


Cormorant. 

*1 

n 


St tt Fa vi tv Phtitw. 

(iKSt'S PlotUS. 

p ( 1 (lO.'i) I*, melanomas ter — Indian Siiako-Bivd 


TRIBE URINATORES. 

I. ALCIDiE — Auks and Guillemots. 

II. KPHENIKCIMl— Penguins. 


Family Alcidse. 

(1) Alciiur , Auks and Puffins, (2) Uriimc, Guillemots. 


Family Spheniscidfe 

South Soa Penguins. 








